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TASK 1 
 
In this task, the actual wording of the answer might be different from the ‘verbatim’ answers above. 
The main thing is that the message should be correct. 
 
1. Beer before liquor, never sicker. 
2. Carbonation in beer causes increased alcohol absorption. 
3. Coffee and bread. 
4. A blood alcohol level of 100 milligrams per decilitre. (0.1 percent.) 
5. The level usually falls about 15 to 20 milligrams per decilitre per hour. 
6. Six to eight hours. 
7. It doesn’t have anything to do with it. 
8. Mainly by dehydration and interrupted sleep. 
9. Sleep well and drink plenty of water. 
 
TASK 2  
 
You can only award a point for an item if all three of the words are acceptable. 
 
10. old, weight, paid 
11. call in sick 
12. conversations, relationships going 
13. exciting, interesting, important 
14. accuse, understanding, truth 
15. hurt others’ feelings 
16. harmful, destroy, trust 
17. brain, another, false 
18. breathe, blood pressure 
19. stressful, human being 
 
TASK 3  
 
20. A 
21. B 
22. AB 
23. AB 
24. A 
25. AB 
26. B 
27. AB 
28. B 



CONVERSION TABLE FOR THE LISTENING TEST - 2011 
 
 
 

ITEMS SCORE 
28 (100%) 32 
27 30 
26 28 
25 26 
24 24 
23 22 
22 20 
21 18 
20 16 
19 14 
18 12 
17 10 
16 8 
15 6 
14 (50%) 4 
13 2 
12 0 
 



OKTV – 2010-2011 - TAPESCRIPT 
 
TASK 1 
 
Well, most of us have experienced it: it comes with that nasty headache and that sick feeling and 
you have it the day after drinking too much alcohol, yes, today’s programme is all about that 
dreaded condition you experience the day after the day before: hangover. Listen carefully and 
learn. 
Have you heard of the saying: beer before liquor, never sicker? Liquor before beer, never fear? 
The biggest problem with this rhyme is that nobody seems to remember how it goes. 
As for the science, there is no research to prove or disprove it. One theory about this attempts to 
explain that carbonation in beer causes increased alcohol absorption. There is no proof that this is 
true. Nor should you believe that coffee will help you with a hangover, or that bread will absorb 
the alcohol in your system. Only time will cure the pain as you wait for the alcohol to leave your 
blood stream. 
Intoxication is defined as a blood alcohol level of 100 milligrams per decilitre, 0.1 percent. In 
adults the level usually falls about 15 to 20 milligrams per decilitre per hour. Everyone 
metabolizes differently, but on average it would take about six to eight hours for you to return to 
normal from a mild drunken state. Put simply, alcohol causes intoxication, so the more you drink 
the sicker you get. It doesn’t have anything to do with the order in which you tend to drink your 
beer or wine.  
As for the dreaded hangover that follows, it is caused mainly by dehydration and interrupted 
sleep. So all you have to do to cure your hangover is sleep well and drink plenty of water. 
 
 
TASK 2 
 
And now a question from one of our regular listeners, Mr Peter Morton from Philadelphia. 
Here it goes: “Lies are so commonplace today that they almost seem like the truth. Why do 
people lie?” We’ve invited Dr David Welsh, a clinical psychologist from the University of 
Pennsylvania to answer this interesting question. Good morning Professor Morton, and 
welcome to the studio. Is lying really so commonplace? 

Oh, yes, everyone lies. Little lies, perhaps, which may not cause serious problems, but 
still they are lies. We fudge on how old we are, how much we weigh, what we are paid. Some 
people tell their children that Santa Claus will come on Christmas Eve. Or consider the last time 
you got a phone call from someone you didn't want to talk to. Did you perhaps claim falsely that 
you were just on your way out the door? That your newborn (you're childless) needed you? Did 
you ever promise anyone, "We'll do lunch," when you knew that you'd never get together? Did 
you ever reach for the phone to call in sick to work, then leap from bed to enjoy the day? Did 
you ever tell someone you owed money to that the check was in the mail when it wasn't? 
But why? Why do we think we must lie in certain situations? 

Few behaviors serve as many purposes as lying. We grow up to use lies—or at least half 
truths—to avoid things that should be done, to get people to believe us, to get what we want, to 
buy time, to end conversations, to keep relationships going. And there’s another thing: lying is 
also exciting. It's living dangerously. Besides, we all want to be important, so we change our 
stories to make them more interesting. 



In working with relationships such as parent-child or husband-wife, each person has a 
different memory, one which helps them. They'll accuse each other of lying. But both are telling 
their own understanding of the truth. 

Perhaps the most understandable reason people lie is so they don't hurt others' feelings. 
Most guests at a dinner party wouldn't want to say that they didn't specially prepared meal, even 
if it was terrible. 

But even though people lie for good reasons, lying can be harmful. If we act on false 
information, we can be hurt. If we lie and are discovered, it can destroy the trust necessary for 
strong relationships. Besides, lying is hard on the brain because one lie leads to another and we 
always have to remember our false story. In other words, liars ought to have memories. 

For most of us, though, lying is hard on us physically. We breathe faster, our hearts beat 
faster, and our blood pressure goes up. 

The truth can be hard on the body, too, of course—especially when we're admitting to a 
lie. Just about the most difficult thing for a human being to do is to tell others he or she lied to 
them. It's very stressful. 
Well, thank you very much, Professor Morton, it’s been a very interesting conversation. I 
hope you don’t think I’m not telling you the truth now. 
Well, I can only hope you are not.. Thank you very much anyway. 
 
 
TASK 3 
 
There are innumerable fantastic works of art here in the National Gallery, but my personal 
favourite is this one by the French painter Seurat painted in 1883. It is called 'The Bathers' (or 
'Une Baignade' in French) and it is one of his most famous paintings. It shows a scene in an 
industrial suburb of Paris called Asnières. 
Asnières was to Seurat what Argenteuil had been to Monet and Renoir. The Seine and its boats 
offered a similar attraction; the bridge at Courbevoie and the island of the Grande Jatte, seen 
across the river from the bathing-place on the right, were also to furnish material for magnificent 
pictures. 
This painting is Seurat's first large picture and it shows the monumental sense of form which 
complemented the method (which was still in the process of development) of dividing color. This 
was a move away from Impressionism though there is an Impressionist atmosphere in the 
landscape background with the river distance, the Courbevoie bridge and the smoking factory 
chimneys of Asnières. Planning the composition of the bathing at Asnières, Seurat made field 
trips to Asnières and made a number of small oil sketches from which the final composition was 
derived. But this first of his big canvases was executed in the studio, merely drawing upon the 
preliminary studies made outdoors. 
The Bathers is a whole collection of Seurat's motifs − and a truly remarkable work for a young 
man of twenty-four. The many partial studies that went to produce this work have been brought 
together into a coherent, unified whole. The summer silence is broken only by the boy who is 
cupping his hands to make a sound like a boat horn. This is vacation time, rest after toil. The 
distribution of blacks and whites, light tones and dark, straight and curving lines (the latter 
predominating) is very elaborate. The light, the sun, the greenery, the buildings, the water, the 
people, the boats gliding along in the background; everything gives us that feeling of a hot 
summer's day when you – just for a moment – escape from grim reality. In the background, we 



can just make out some factory chimneys, but the picture as a whole is full of light, peace and 
harmony. 
 
But what is it that makes it so calm and relaxing? Perhaps the first thing that catches our eye is 
the pile of clothes and boots next to the central figure, right in the middle of the foreground. 
Notice how clearly the objects are painted; a perfect balance between light and dark. Notice also 
the hats; hats of different kinds, which seem to have been left lying around – it's all very casual. 
Just looking at the hats makes you feel just how hot it must be. In the background, we can make 
out trees and the sails of boats. The man up on the left, with his trousers rolled up, and the man in 
the foreground, lying with his back to us, also add to the stillness of the picture. The picture is 
dominated by the young man more or less in the middle of the picture, sitting lazily in the sun, 
his feet dangling in the water. 
The picture was exhibited at the first Salon des Indépendants in Paris in 1884 and in 1886 was 
one of the 'Works in Oil and Pastel by the Impressionists of Paris' exhibited by Durand-Ruel at 
the National Academy of Design in New York. Too original to find immediate favour either in 
Paris or New York, it received harsh criticism. The critic in an American paper who described 
Une Baignade as the product of 'a vulgar, coarse and commonplace mind' seems with every word 
and phrase to present the exact opposite opinion to that with which the work is regarded now. 
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Max. score: 50 points 
 
Awarding points: for Tasks I, II, IV and V, award 1 point for each correct answer. 
For Task III, a maximum of 2 points can be awarded for each correct answer. 
 
Task I. 
 
1)  FURTHER    6)  LABEL    
2)  APART    7)  FULL 
3)  HIT    8)  SQUARE    
4)  LESSER    9/) FOOT    
5)  TURKEY    10) FLESH  
 
 
Task II. 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
C B B A D C B B B C 

 
 
Task III. 
 
1) only one occasion (1)   / have I had (1) 
 only a single occasion (1) 
 
2) bore (1)    / no resemblance to (1p)       
 bore (1)    / not the slightest resemblance to (1) 
 didn’t bear (1)     / any resemblance to (1) 
 
3) doesn’t do (1)    / (much) justice (1) 
 
4) sure to (1)    / have been a reason for (1) 
      / be a reason for (1) 
 
5) it not been (1)    / for his timely warning (1) 
 his warning (1)   / not been timely (1) 
 
6) is no question of (1)   / me (my) being (getting) (1) 



  

 
7) doesn’t take (1)    / no for an (1) 
 won’t (ever) take (1) 
 never takes (1) 
 will never take (1)   
           
8) would (‘d) rather (1)   / you didn’t eat (1) 
 
9) no circumstance(s) (1)  / should a child be (1)  
 
10) has (1)     / taken over (1) 
      / taken charge of (1) 
      / taken control of (1)    
  
 
Task IV. 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
B A C C B 

 
1. a vested interest 
2. came out 
3. had scarcely got 
4. do we stand 
5. immediately investigate 
 
Task V. 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
B C D B C 

 



OKTV WRITING TASKS – RATING SCALE 
 

 TASK ACHIEVEMENT COHERENCE AND COHESION GRAMMAR AND SPELLING VOCABULARY 
7 • Task fully elaborated 

• Contains relevant and original thoughts 
• Meets text type requirements  
 

• Clear, logical organisation of ideas 
• Fully cohesive on paragraph level 

including appropriate introduction and 
conclusion 

• Excellent sentence level cohesion 
• Wide range of appropriately used linking 

devices 

• Wide range of structures 
• Accurate use of structures  
• Accurate spelling and punctuation 
 

• Sophisticated use of extensive 
range of vocabulary 

• Accurate use of vocabulary 
including collocations and 
expressions 

• Fully relevant vocabulary 
 

6     

5 • Task mostly elaborated 
• Contains some irrelevant parts 
• Meets text type requirements with some 

inconsistencies 
 

• Mostly logical organisation of ideas 
• Appropriate introduction and conclusion 

with some paragraph level cohesion 
• Good sentence level cohesion  
• Good range of linking devices, 

occasionally used inappropriately 
 

• Good range of structures  
• Occasional minor mistakes that do not 

hinder communication 
• Mostly correct spelling and punctuation 
 

• Natural use of good range of 
vocabulary 

• Occasional minor mistakes that 
do not hinder understanding  

• Mostly relevant vocabulary 
 

4     

3 • Task only partly elaborated 
• Contains many irrelevant parts and 

unimportant details 
• Many inconsistencies in text type 
 

• Ideas often not logically organised 
• Introduction or conclusion is missing with 

frequent lack of paragraph level cohesion 
• Some sentence level cohesion  
• Limited range of linking devices OR 

linking devices often used inappropriately 
 

• Limited range of grammatical structures 
• Many minor mistakes OR some major 

mistakes 
• Persistent spelling and/or punctuation 

mistakes 
 

• Limited range of vocabulary 
• Occasional major and minor 

mistakes sometimes hindering 
understanding 

• Occasionally irrelevant 
vocabulary 

2     

1 • Task not elaborated, only one or two 
details mentioned 

• Mostly irrelevant parts 
• Inconsistent text type 
 

• No logical organisation of ideas 
• No paragraphs at all 
• Mostly inaccurate sentence level cohesion 
• No linking elements OR linking devices 

mostly used inappropriately  
 

• No range of structures 
• Frequent mistakes that hinder 

communication  
• Frequent incorrect spelling and 

punctuation 

• No range of vocabulary 
• Frequently inaccurate 
• Frequently irrelevant 

vocabulary 
 
 

0 • No assessable language OR 
• Task misunderstood OR 
• Less than half the required length  

• If Task Achievement is ‘0’, award ‘0’ 
overall. 

 

• If Task Achievement is ‘0’, award ‘0’ 
overall. 

 
 

• If Task Achievement is ‘0’, 
award ‘0’ overall. 

 

 
• Awarding of points: to achieve (for example) 7 points in a category, all the requirements detailed in that box must be met. Marks for the 

‘blank’ bands (i.e. 6, 4 and 2) will be awarded when the requirements are met from a combination of the upper and lower bands.  
• Written work will be assessed by two independent markers.        


