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OKTV 
 

LISTENING TEST 
 

3 FEBRUARY, 2011 
 
 
 
Welcome to the Listening component of OKTV. 

The listening material is recorded on this CD, and the tasks and instructions are printed in 

your test booklet. 

• There will be three tasks, and the recordings will be played twice. 

• Before listening to each recording, you will be given some time to read the instructions 

and to look at the task in your test booklet. 

Please note that the first item in each task (marked with a tick [ ]) is always an example. 

The whole test is about 30 minutes long. 

 

Good luck! 

 

 
   (YOUR CODE) 
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TASK 1 
 
• In this section, you are going to hear some information about a 

dreaded phenomenon that may be the consequence of excessive 
alcohol consumption. 

• Your task will be to give short answers to the questions below. 
• First, you will have some time to study the task, and then we will 

play the whole recording in one piece. 
• Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but 

this time we will play the text in shorter sections to give you 
enough time to write down your answers. 

• At the end, you will have some more time to check your work. 
 

 
 What is the popular name for the dreaded condition? 

….Hangover.…………………………………………………........……………..………...…. 

1. How does the saying about the “incorrect” order of drinking go? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

2. How does the theory mentioned attempt to explain the truth of this saying? 

……………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 

3. What are the two things that are often thought to help with a hangover? 

……………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 

4. How exactly is intoxication defined? 

…………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 

5. What is the rate of decrease in alcohol level in the blood stream of adults? 

…………………………………………………………………………………….……...………. 

6. On average, how long does it take to return to normal from a slightly drunken state? 

………………………………………………………………………………………..…..………. 

7. How does the order in which you consume different drinks effect the severity of the 

symptoms? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

8. What exactly causes a hangover? 

……………………………………………………………………………………..…..…………. 

9. What is the recommended cure for a hangover? 

…………………………………………………………………………………..…………..……. 
 
 
 
That is the end of TASK 1. 
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TASK 2 
 
• In this section, you will hear an interview with a psychologist about lying. 
• Your task will be to complete the sentences with three words in each 

sentence. Please use the exact words you hear in the recording. 
• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will play the 

whole recording in one piece. 
• Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this time we 

will play the text in shorter sections to give you enough time to write down 
your answers. 
 

 
 The guest in the .....studio... is Dr David Welsh, a .....clinical psychologist... from the 

University of Pennsylvania. 
 
10. When we tell little lies, we typically lie about things such as how .............................. we are, 

how much we .............................., or what we are ................................ . 
 
11. Some people will phone to ..........................................  .................  .......................................... 

to work when they are perfectly all right but they don’t feel like working. 
 
12. Lying serves many other purposes too. For example, we often use them to end 

......................................, as well as to keep ................................  ................................. . 
 
13. Some people also find lying ................................, and some will change their stories to make 

them sound more .............................................. for the simple reason that we all want to be 
.......................................... . 

 
14. Family members often ...................................... each other of lying, although they are just 

telling their own ...................................... of the ...................................... . 
 
15. Probably the most natural reason people lie is so they don't ..........................................  

.......................................  ........................................... . 
 
16. Lying can be ......................................... because if we get caught, it might 

......................................... the ......................................... necessary for strong relationships. 
 
17. Lying is hard on the ...................................... because one lie leads to ....................................... 

and we always have to remember our ..................................... story. 
 
18. Lying can be hard on us physically as well, as we tend to ..................................... faster, our 

hearts beat faster, and our .........................................  ......................................... goes up when 
we are lying. 

 
19. One of the most difficult and ..................................... things for any .........................................  

......................................... to do is to tell others he or she lied to them. 
 
 
 
That is the end of TASK 2. 
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TASK 3 
 
• In this section you are going to hear a museum guide talk 

about a painting by the French painter Seurat. 
• Your task will be to circle the letter(s) of the correct 

answer(s) in the boxes on the right. Please note that in 
this task both answers may be correct. However, there is 
always at least one correct answer. This means you will 
have to circle one or two letters. 

• First, you will have some time to study the task, and then 
we will play the recording in one piece. 

• Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording in 
one piece again.  

 
  The guide says that this painting is one of … 

A)  his favourite pictures in the National Gallery. 
B)  the painter’s most famous pictures. 

 
20. Asnières … 
 A) is quite close to Paris. 
 B) was also Monet’s and Renoir’s favourite painting spot. 
 
21. The Bathers … 
 A) is a typical example of Impressionist painting. 
 B) has an Impressionist atmosphere only in the landscape background. 
 
22. The picture was painted … 
 A) in the artist’s studio. 

B) after a number of previous visits to Asnières. 
 
23. Seurat ... 
 A) was only 24 when he painted The Bathers. 

B) made several preliminary studies before painting The Bathers. 
 
24. The guide suggests that the harmony that radiates from the painting comes from the … 
 A) elaborate distribution of contrasting features. 
 B) fact that what we can see in the picture has nothing to do with reality. 
 
25. The hats in the picture give you the feeling ... 
 A) of casualness. 

B) that it is very hot. 
 
26. The people in the painting increase the ... of the scene. 
 A) liveliness 
 B) stillness 
 
27. In the 1880s, the painting received hostile criticism in … 
 A) Paris. 
 B) New York. 
 
28. The true qualities of the painting were only recognized ... 
 A) by one single contemporary American critic. 
 B) much later by the general public. 
         
That is the end of TASK 3, and also the end of the Listening Exam. 
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TASK I. 
 
One word fits into all three sentences (a, b and c). Write the word on the Answer line. 
Note: the form of the word is identical for all three gaps. There is an example (0) at the 
beginning. 
 
0)  
a) There’s no point in raising the matter again; I have no intention of changing my 

___. 
b) She has worked there for ten years and she thinks she should have been offered a 
 better ___ in the company by now. 
c) The airline’s financial ___ is healthier now than it has been for many years. 
 
  Answer:                           position 
   
1. 
a)  A high quality and responsive ___ education sector is essential if we are to realise 

our  ambitions of strengthening our economic performance. 
b) She realised that if she wanted to ___ her career in show business, she should move 

to Los Angeles. 
c) Cuba has suspended all postal deliveries to the United States until ___ notice. 

 
Answer: ________________________________________ 

 
2. 
a) A new engine? Yes, it brings luck to change it, but joking ___, it was part of our 

engine management plan to have a new unit for the next race. 
b) I could only tell the puppies ___ by putting flea collars of different colours around 

their necks. 
c) When it comes to buying cars, men and women are poles ___. Women tend to ask 

their spouses or partners for advice, whereas men consult their agents. 
 
Answer: ________________________________________ 

 
3. 
a) In the largest effort ever made to understand tornados, more than 100 scientists and 

40 support vehicles will ___ the road this spring. 
b) My new girlfriend and I ___ it off so well when we met; like two soul-mates that 

finally found each other. 
c) Get a free website ___ counter that ranks your website traffic against other websites 

and blogs. 
 
Answer: ________________________________________ 
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4. 
a) The man has been convicted of a ___ charge than driving on a suspended licence a 

year after his arrest. 
b) The flight cancellations have inevitably affected hotel reservation patterns, but to 

a___ extent than one might expect. 
c) If you vote for the ___ of two evils, aren’t you still voting for evil? 

 
Answer: ________________________________________ 

5. 
a)   To prepare the ___ for roasting, first remove the giblets and save them for gravy or 

stuffing. 
b) I’ve decided to drink less caffeine but I don’t know whether it is better to quit cold 

___ or to slowly decrease the intake over time. 
c) Don’t call me until you are ready to talk ___ about the situation. 

 
Answer: ________________________________________ 

 
6. 
a)   Many people, unfairly, tend to ___ him as a nuisance because of his past behaviour. 
b) The singer decided to sue her record ___ after being accused of not keeping to the 

contract. 
c) You should always read the warning ___ before you take any medicine. 

 
Answer: ________________________________________ 

 
7. 
a)   With the prom and graduation season in ___ swing, we must remind adults not to 

give or sell alcohol to minors. 
b) Laura pretended not to understand anything although she knew ___ well what I was 

talking about. 
c) Fight for your dreams; live your life to the ___, and reach for the stars! 

 
Answer: ________________________________________ 

 
8. 
a)   Getting a ___ meal is of particular concern for developing children and athletes 

since their nutritional needs are more demanding than the average. 
b) Dante compares his unsuccessful effort to grasp this paradox on his own to that of a 

geometry specialist who seeks to ___ the circle. 
c) In chess, the pawn moves differently depending on whether it is moving to an 

empty ___ or it is taking an opposing piece. 
 
Answer: ________________________________________ 
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9. 
a)   The findings indicate that getting off on the wrong ___ can have devastating long-

term consequences, so I think we’d better start the whole thing again. 
b) The company finally agreed to ___ the bill for all her expenses. 
c) The outbreak of ___ and mouth disease in the UK in 2001 caused a crisis in British 

agriculture. 
 
Answer: ________________________________________ 

 
10. 
a)   If your jeans are too tight, the ___ above the waistline will bulge out and you will 

look even bigger. 
b) When the basic data have been recorded, you might want to learn more information 

to ___ out what your ancestors’ lives were like. 
c) Watching them play on TV is not the same as seeing them in the ___, so do come 

with us to the match! 
 
Answer: ________________________________________ 

 
 
TASK II. 
 
Circle the letter (a, b, c or d) of the word (or words) whose meaning is closest to that of the 
underlined word in the sentence. There is an example (0) at the beginning. 
 
(0) Alcoholism is the third leading cause of death and afflicts over then million Americans 
annually. 
a. effects  b. affiliates  c. destroys  d. affects  
 
1. Beijing’s position remained quite static, albeit vague and unspecified, throughout the 
decade. 
a. moreover  b. insofar as  c. although  d. therefore 
 
2. Their starting stock is priceless as it is, but you can submit your further suggestions for 
 consideration if you want. 
a. worthless  b. valuable  c. cheesy  d. glossy 
 
3. The elections for the 24-member UNESCO body were held during the General 
 Assembly in Paris from June 22-24. 
a. corpse  b. committee  c. corpus  d. commitment 
 
4. Plump from rain, ruby-cheeked from cool nights, Ohio’s apple crop is terrific this year. 
a. wondrous  b. awful  c. atrocious  d. hideous 
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5. The essence of the question is whether it is better to do good out of inclination or out of 
 duty. 
a. under constraint b. at stake  c. with commitment d. by preference 
 
6. The actor was targeted by an overenthusiastic fan who allegedly sneaked inside the 
grounds of his Hollywood mansion. 
a. overwhelming b. overheated  c. overzealous  d. overmanned 
 
7. The majority of traditional house plans that we offer can be modified for your 
convenience. 
a. adhered  b. adjusted  c. converted  d. convened 
 
8. She took up with a strange crowd of people, which made her parents worried. 
a. dissociated  b. buddied up with c. patronised  d. dissolved in 
 
9. Only 100% smoke-free environments adequately protect people from the dangers of 
 second-hand smoke. 
a. substantially b. sufficiently  c. adeptly  d. abundantly 
 
10. In a preliminary investigation, both officials have been suspended on a charge of  
dereliction of duty. 
a. breach  b. missing  c. neglect  d. ignorance 
 
 
TASK III. 
 
Complete the second sentence using the word in brackets, so that the meaning is as close as 
possible to the meaning of the first sentence. Note: do not change the given word. Use 
between three and seven words including the given word. There is an example (0) at the 
beginning. 
 
(0) You probably won’t think much of it, but that’s what I am going to wear. (like) 
 
Whether you......... like it or not, that’s........ what I am going to wear.   

 
1. I have only had to have my car repaired once. 

 
On.................................................................................to have my car repaired. (occasion) 
 
2. His description of the accident was completely different from what really happened. 
 
His description of the accident........................................................................what really  
happened. (resemblance) 
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3. You don’t look at your best in this photograph. 
 

This photograph…………………………………………......................to you. (justice) 
 
4. No doubt there was a reason for his strange behaviour. 
 
There is .......................................................................... his strange behaviour. (sure) 
 
5. If he hadn’t warned me at the right moment, I could have been badly injured. 
 
Had .........................................................................................., I could have been badly  
 
injured. (timely) 
 
6. I certainly won’t be promoted this year. 
 
There....................................................................................promoted this year. (question) 
 
7. You can never refuse my boss anything. 
 
My boss......................................................................................................answer. (no) 
 
 
8. Please don’t eat during the lesson. 
 
I............................................................................................during the lesson. (rather) 
 
9. A child must never be allowed to watch horror films. 
 
Under.............................................................................allowed to watch horror films. 
(should)  
 
10. The restaurant is now being run by the owner’s wife. 
 
The owner’s wife................................................................running the restaurant. (taken) 
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TASK IV. 
 
In each sentence, one of the underlined parts (A, B, C or D) is INCORRECT. Circle the  
letter of the INCORRECT part. Note: the sentence part is incorrect because of grammar, 
word order, missing word, etc. not because of meaning. There is an example (0) at the 
beginning. 
 
(0) The ingredients used to prepare many food items are trade secrets of the companies  
               A                                              B                                 C 
that sell it. 
          D 

1. The estate agent told us that if you have a mortgage, your bank has vested interest in  
                                                                        A                                                B 
your ability to make your periodic payments.    
                  C                                         D 
 

2. One of my fillings has come out just now and I'm in absolute agony but I have yet to  
                                             A                                                  B                            C 
see the dentist about it. 
                           D 
 

3. As it had stopped raining I decided to treat myself to an ice-cream in the park but  
                  A                                                     B                                                                    
I scarcely got through the gate when the heavens opened again. 
              C                                                          D 
 
 
4. As was widely predicted, the CEO has announced that only through job cuts we stand  
                          A                                                                                  B                    C 
a chance of survival. 
              D               
 
 
5. The mayor has proposed that a special committee immediately investigates the cases  
                                      A                                                                B                                      
where damages had to be paid. 
     C        D 
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TASK V. 

Circle the letter of the sentence (a, b, c or d) which is closest in meaning to the first 
sentence. There is an example (0) at the beginning. 

(0) The door had been left ajar and I saw her crying. 
 
a) She was shedding tears standing at the door. 
b) Through the door of her room, I noticed her crying. 
c) She opened the left-side door, so I could see her crying when she entered. 
d) Through the glass door, I saw her in tears. 
 
 
1. When it was time to actually do the bungee jump, I peered over the cliff and lost 
my nerve. 

 
a) When I got to the top of the cliff and saw how high it was, I felt sick and couldn't do the 
jump. 
b) When I got to the top of the cliff and saw how high it was, I chickened out. 
c) When I got to the top of the cliff and saw how high it was, I plucked up my courage and 
jumped. 
d) When I got to the top of the cliff and saw how high it was, I felt very nervous about the 
bungee jump. 

 
 
2. She was always getting her partner's back up with her constant nagging. 

a) By nagging, she always succeeded in getting her partner to support her. 
b) She always nagged her partner without him knowing about it. 
c) Time and time again her partner was irritated by her nagging. 
d) She continually nagged her partner, who just carried on as if it meant nothing. 
 
 
3. When the police asked him about the accident he was completely nonplussed. 

a) He lied blatantly when the police asked him how the accident had happened. 
b) The police asked him about the accident but he replied that he had no evidence. 
c) When the police asked him about the accident he totally refused to cooperate. 
d) When the police asked about the accident he was at a loss to explain. 
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4. Mary was always humouring her boyfriend so that he'd agree to go shopping. 

a) Mary always made her boyfriend laugh and that's why he went shopping with her. 
b) Mary always agreed with John so that he'd take her shopping. 
c) Though Mary continually ridiculed her boyfriend, she expected him to take her        
shopping.                       
d) She always managed to cheer him up and then he'd go shopping with her. 
 
5. What with all the luggage they had, they flagged down a cab. 

a) They jumped into a taxi but forgot about their suitcases. 
b) No matter what luggage they went with, they always went by cab. 
c) Due to the weight of their bags, they decided to take a taxi. 
d) They took a taxi, despite having hardly any luggage. 
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WRITING TASK 

You have been asked to contribute to the contents of a time capsule, which will be sent into 
outer space, hopefully to be found by another intelligent form of life somewhere in the 
universe. Your task is to compose a letter, in which you describe human civilization on Earth, 
how you see the future of mankind, and why you would like to find extraterrestrial life.  

Write about 250 words. You have 45 minutes to complete the task. Dictionaries are not 
allowed. 

 




