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ÚTMUTATÓ 
 
A munka megkezdése előtt nyomtatott nagybetűvel ki kell tölteni az adatokat 
tartalmazó részt és minden különálló lapon a versenyző nevét, osztályát! 
 
A feladatok megoldásához íróeszközön kívül más segédeszköz nem használható! A 
válaszlapon tollal kell dolgozni. A válaszlapon javítás nem fogadható el. Azokban a 
kérdésekben, ahol szavakat kell beírni, csak a tökéletes helyesírással beírt megoldások 
fogadhatók el (kis és nagy kezdőbetű megkülönböztetése nem számít).  
 
A feladatlapot a szaktanár (szaktanári munkaközösség) értékeli központi megoldási kulcs 
alapján. Továbbküldhetők az I. kategóriában a legalább 70 pontra értékelt, a II. 
kategóriában a legalább 75 pontra értékelt válaszlapok. 
 

A VERSENYZŐ ADATAI 
 

A versenyző neve: ............................................................................................. oszt.: .............. 

Középiskolai tanulmányait a 13. évfolyamon fejezi be:   igen     nem* 

Kategória: I. kategória      II. kategória*   (*A megfelelő aláhúzandó!)     

Az iskola neve: ..…………………………………………………………………..................... 

Az iskola címe: ……............. irsz. ………....................................................................... város 

………………………….........................................................................utca ......................hsz. 

Megye: ........................................................................................................................................ 

A felkészítő tanár(ok) neve: ........................................................................................................ 

..................................................................................................................................................... 

Összes pontszám: ……………………… 
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ORSZÁGOS KÖZÉPISKOLAI TANULMÁNYI VERSENY 

ANGOL NYELV I–II. KATEGÓRIA 
ELSŐ /ISKOLAI/ FORDULÓ 

(A feladatlap iskolai példány, amelyet nem kell felterjeszteni!) 
 

Tesztírás időtartama: 180 perc 
A feladatok megoldásához szótár nem használható. 
 
Fontos! 
A feladatlapon dolgozzon, csak akkor írja be válaszait a válaszlapra, ha döntése végleges. Csak a 
válaszlapon jelölt megoldások értékelhetők! A válaszlapon tollal dolgozzon. A válaszlapon javítás 
nem fogadható el. Azokban a kérdésekben, ahol szavakat kell beírni, csak a tökéletes helyesírással 
beírt megoldások fogadhatók el.  
 
I. Read the article below about the effects of high fuel prices on schools in America, 
and complete the text by writing one word in each space. Contractions (e.g. isn’t, 
can’t) count as one word. Write the word next to the appropriate number on your 
answer sheet. There is one example (0) at the beginning.  

Four-Day School Weeks 
The kids in Caldwell Parish will be ditching a lot of school this year. Every Monday, to be precise 

– and they’re doing (0) __so___ with the principal’s permission. Starting August 11, this rural school 
system in northeastern Louisiana will hold classes only four days a week, following the lead of  
(1) ______ than 100 school districts in 17 states. The reason? To save gas money. 

(2) ______ the price of diesel – which most school buses run on – topped $4.70 per gallon last 
spring, school officials across the country watched their transportation costs skyrocket by as  
(3) ______ as 40%. Maryland’s Montgomery County is debating (4) ______ to shrink its school-bus 
routes. In California, where state law (5) ______ require school districts to provide transportation, 
some districts are planning to cancel bus service altogether. But perhaps the most radical solution is 
one (6) ______ was employed during the last big gas crunch, in the 1970s: the four-day school week. 

Back (7) ______, only a handful of districts switched (8) ______ the shortened calendar and most 
returned to a five-day week once the crisis ended. (9) ______ time around, however, nearly 1 in 7 
school boards nationwide is considering whether to drop a day, according to a recent survey by the 
American Association of School Administrators. Of 546 superintendents surveyed, nearly half said 
they plan to cut (10) ______ on field trips, and 15% will eliminate extra curricular activities that 
require busing. Nearly a third reported (11) ______ to lay off teachers, while others have closed  
(12) ______ schools entirely. “A four-day schedule can often be the (13) ______ painful option a 
district has,” says Marty Strange, policy director for Rural School and Community Trust, a nonprofit 
organization in Arlington, Va. “It’s really a small bandage (14) ______ a deep cut.” 

In Caldwell Parish, where school buses travel more than 1,000 miles (1,600 km) a day ferrying the 
district’s 1,800 students, the Mondays-off policy (15) ______ expected to save $135,000 this year, or 
about 5% of the annual operating costs. “We found our budget could only stretch so far,” says 
superintendent John Sartin. “This was the best alternative (16) ______ the circumstances.” 

With the new calendar, the number of hours Caldwell Parish pupils spend in class won’t change. 
Each of the four days of instruction will be lengthened by an hour, and recesses and other breaks will 
be shortened. So far there have been no formal studies on the effects that a condensed schedule has 
(17) ______ student performance. Anecdotally, however, the experiment appears to be paying off for 
some districts, both financially and academically. 

 (Time) 
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II. Read the text below about smart clothes and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) 
best fits each space. Write the letter of your choice on your answer sheet next to the 
appropriate number. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 

Futuristic fashions will fight our health scares 
From sensors in workout gear that monitor sweating while you run at the gym, to underwear that 

aims to detect cancer cells, the contents of our wardrobes (0) __B__ quietly undergoing a revolution.  
Over the past decade, (18) __________ a rise in the number of ways that technology is being 

incorporated into items of our clothing.  
Trials of smart clothes that can repel insects and mask nasty odours such as cigarette smoke have 

proved successful and (19) __________ marketed. Last year, a design student at Cornell University 
designed a garment that can prevent colds and flu and, crucially, never needs (20) __________, while 
Textronics, a Delaware-based company, has developed a sports bra which monitors the heart rate and 
motion of runners. The company has (21) __________ stretchy textile electrodes that can be 
incorporated into the garments.  

We can expect to see, in the not-too-distant future, fabrics that have in-built cooling, deodorant, 
moisturizer and even vitamins, experts say. “The world is your oyster (22) __________ it comes to the 
sorts of things you can do with clothing and technology. You’re only limited by your imagination, 
really,” says Dr Adam Best, a research scientist who has developed a shirt that produces electricity 
simply (23) __________, such as when the wearer is walking.  

Researchers at the Wearable Computer Laboratory at the University of Australia say it is now 
possible to insert cameras, microphones, accelerometers and GPS units into clothing. “Your whole 
body (24) __________ an array of sensors,” Bruce Thomas, co-director of the lab, tells CNN.  

Analysts estimate the industry (25) __________ roughly $400 million today and may reach $700 
million by 2010, according to Military and Aerospace Electronics magazine.  

Perhaps one of the most exciting developments in this field (26) __________ work on a breast 
screening smart bra which could allow wearers to detect breast cancer at the earliest stage. The smart 
bra works using a microwave antennae system device which is (27) __________ into the fabric of the 
bra. The antennae pick up any abnormal temperature changes in the breast tissue, (28) __________ are 
often associated with cancer cells. It is hoped the bra will be on sale in stores in a couple of years.  
 
0  A  will be B  have been C  had been  D were 

18  A  there has been B  there is C  it was D  it is  
19  A  is already being B  are already being C  are being already D  is being already 
20  A  being washed B  wash C  to wash D  washing 
21  A  patented B  patterned C  persecuted D  persisted 
22  A  whether B  as C  when D  if 
23  A  moving B  moved C  being moved D  by being moved 
24  A  can equip B  has equipped  C  can be equipped with D  might be equipped with
25  A  is worth B  worth C  is worth doing D  has worth 
26  A  to go on B  ongoing C  is going on D  is ongoing 
27  A  worn  B  waved C  woven D  waven 
28  A  what B  that C  they D  which 

(CNN) 
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III. Read the text below about China’s space program. Some of the lines contain an 
unnecessary word, which does not fit into the sentence. If there is an unnecessary 
word, write it on your answer sheet next to the appropriate number. If the line is 
correct, put a tick on your answer sheet next to the appropriate number. There are two 
examples (0, 00) at the beginning. 

China ‘could reach Moon by 2020’  
 

China is capable of sending a manned mission to the Moon within the next decade, if 
it so wishes, Nasa administrator Michael Griffin has last said. The US space 
agency plans to return people to the lunar surface by 2020 after using its new Orion 
spacecraft. But it is just been possible the first people on the Moon since the Apollo 
17 mission in 1972 that could be planting a flag with five stars, not 50. In 2003, 
China became only the third country to launch a person into orbit. Speaking to the 
BBC News website during a visit to London, Dr Griffin said: “Certainly it is not 
possible that if China wants to put people on the Moon, and if it wishes to do so far 
before the United States, it certainly can. In the terms of technical capability, it 
absolutely can.” Chinese officials say there is no plan and no any timetable  
for a Moon landing, and have expressed doubt that no one could be made by 2020.  
But Sun Laiyan, chief of China National Space Administration (CNSA), told 
journalists last year that an almost eventual lunar excursion was inevitable.  
On whether it had mattered who reached the Moon next, Dr Griffin 
replied: “I’m not a psychologist, so I can’t say if it matters or not. That would 
just be an opinion and I don’t want to make air an opinion in an area that I’m not 
qualified to discuss all.” But there is a perception among some in the space industry 
that America’s long-held dominance in space exploration is slipping as other nations 
enter the fray.  

(0) √ 
(00) last 
(29)…. 
(30)…. 
(31)…. 
(32)…. 
(33)…. 
(34).… 
(35)…. 
(36)…. 
(37)…. 
(38)…. 
(39)…. 
(40)…. 
(41)…. 
(42)…. 
(43)…. 
(44)…. 

 
(BBC) 
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IV. Read the text below about British attitudes to maths. Use the words in brackets to 
form words that fit in the gaps. Write the word on your answer sheet next to the 
appropriate number. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 
 
The British Maths Problem 
 
The British are uniquely happy to admit being bad at maths, says a report. Why is that, 
and how can attitudes change?  
 

Imagine a famous television (0) __presenter__ (present) joking that they couldn’t read. It’s an 
(45) __________ (likely) scenario, such would be their (46) __________ (embarrass), yet no such 
reservations exist for mathematics, with self-confessed innumerates popping up  
regularly. “I’ve always been rubbish at maths” is usually accompanied by a (47) __________ (cheek) 
grin. The subtext is “I’m no boffin.”  

A report this week by the think-tank Reform laments the drop in numbers of people taking maths 
A-level, at an (48) __________ (estimate) cost to the economy of £9bn. A maths A-level puts on 
average an extra £10,000 a year on a salary, says Reform, yet it is (49) __________ (accept) to say 
that you can’t do maths.  

Despite (50) __________ (count) campaigns in recent years, and role models such as Johnny Ball 
and Carol Vorderman fighting numeracy’s corner, people still need to be persuaded about the merits of 
mathematics. This can’t-do attitude has even afflicted scientists, says Alan Stevens of the Institute of 
Mathematics and its Applications, and (51) __________ (former) a mathematician at Rolls Royce.  

“Even engineers sometimes say they’re no good at maths. The general public I hear saying it, and 
(52) __________ (particular) journalists on television tend to say it – newsreaders saying they’ve 
always been rubbish at it – as if they’re proud of it. This makes it seem even more acceptable and 
projects the wrong image, the image that maths is indeed an ivory tower which is dull and boring and 
of no interest or use to intelligent people. That’s the wrong image.”  

It’s not a recent development because it was the same when he was a teenager, he says, but it is 
more (53) __________ (evidence) on TV now. And while other subjects such as IT may have an 
equally geeky image at school, that indifference is not carried into (54) __________ (adult).  

Marcus du Sautoy, maths professor at Oxford University and presenter of BBC Four’s Mind 
Games, says he can’t understand the pride there is in being bad at maths. “It’s bizarre why people are 
prepared to admit that because it’s an admission that you can’t think logically. Maths is more than just 
arithmetic. I would rather do business with someone who admits they’re good at maths.” 

  
(BBC) 
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V. Read the text below about the British Museum and decide which answer (A–T) best 
fits each numbered gap. There are two extra answers that do not fit into any of the 
gaps. Write the letter of your choice on your answer sheet next to the appropriate 
number. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 
 

Modernist development at British Museum will destroy key period 
details, say critics 

A plan by the British Museum to build a £130 million exhibition centre in its northwest corner has 
provoked anger from heritage groups that claim it will destroy some of the 19th-century building’s 
most beautiful period (0) ___D___ and vistas. 

The ambitious scheme for the (55) __________ of the building in Bloomsbury, Central London, 
would provide 17,000 square metres (183,000 sq ft) for shows and conservation. 

The museum has become the country’s most popular cultural (56) __________ drawing more than 
six million visitors last year. It claims that with more (57) __________ it could have accommodated 
“many times” more than the 160,000 paying visitors who enjoyed its recent Michelangelo exhibition. 

It has commissioned Lord Rogers of Riverside to design a (58) __________ of pavilions to replace 
the British Library’s former offices in Montague Place, but heritage groups say that the modern design 
will have a destructive (59) __________ on Robert Smirke’s original building as well as its views over 
Georgian London.  

They are particularly worried about how the scheme would impinge on the imposing marble  
(60) __________ leading from the back of the building, the King Edward VII galleries and the Arched 
Room, a “hidden gem”. The (61) __________ include building around the Arched Room, just as Lord 
Foster built around the Round Reading Room when he redeveloped the Great Court, which sparked 
(62) __________ eight years ago. 

The campaigners also fear that there would be a (63) __________ of the natural light into the 
Arched Room and the Edward VII galleries. They dismiss the museum’s argument that some of the 
windows need to have opaque glass for conservation (64) __________. They also believe that the 
existing (65) __________ from the building onto Grade I listed houses on Bedford Square will be 
spoilt. 

Tony Tugnutt, a design and planning (66) __________ and former chairman of BCAAC, said: 
“Hidden (67) __________ will be totally entombed by Lord Rogers’s building. It depresses me that 
architects cannot respect other architects’ work.” 

The Bloomsbury Conservation Society wrote to the museum: “While we accept that the museum 
needs more space, and agree that the northwest corner is a suitable (68) __________ for development, 
unfortunately the solution as it currently stands is a missed opportunity that blights the existing 
buildings.” Mr Reed said that Rogers Stirk Harbour & Partners, Lord Rogers’s firm, has “a successful 
(69) __________ with certain building types such as airports – but they are not the obvious choice for 
a sensitive site involving a Grade I monument in an outstanding conservation area”. 

He said that sections through the pavilions resembled the hulks of ships in a (70) __________ that 
were “more to do with the architect’s current design (71) __________ than any unique solution 
specifically tailored for the British Museum”. 

 
A  attraction B  consultant C controversy D details 

E  dry dock F  impact G location H obsessions 

I  proposals J  rear K reasons L restriction 

M  scaffolding N  security O series P space 

Q  staircase R  track record S treasures T views 

 
(Timesonline) 
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VI. Read the text about the story of a Nazi U-boat and choose the best clause (A–J) 
from the list below to fill each of the numbered gaps. There is one extra clause that 
does not fit into any of the gaps. Write the letter of your choice on your answer sheet 
next to the appropriate number. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 
 
Nazi U-boat sunk in Irish waters may be salvaged as a tourist attraction 
 

For 63 years the Nazi U-boat U778 has lain intact in Irish waters, but if a Northern Ireland 
politician gets his way, it will soon be raised and turned into a tourist attraction as part of efforts  
(0) __C__. 

 During the Second World War the U-boat fleet menaced wartime Atlantic convoys and threatened 
Britain with starvation. Winston Churchill wrote later: “The only thing that really frightened me 
during the war was the U-boat peril.”  

At the end of the war the entire German North Atlantic U-boat fleet surrendered and most of the 
vessels were taken to an area off Malin Head and scuttled or used for target practice (72) __________.  

U778, however, is different. Dives already undertaken suggest that she is in good condition and 
the best candidate (73) __________.  

Shaun Gallagher, of Derry City Council, wants to use U778 as the focus for a maritime museum 
that would tell the city’s role in a story that he regards as (74) __________.  

U778 was launched in May 1944 under the command of Ralf Jurs, but she carried out only one 
patrol before the war ended and did not report sinking or damaging any ships. She surrendered at 
Bergen, Norway, in May 1945 and was transferred to Loch Ryan in Scotland (75) __________. The 
vessel lies about 230ft (70m) down, 11 miles off Inistrahull Light, Malin Head.  

“We hope that a dive will take place on U778 in the coming weeks,” Mr Gallagher told The 
Times. “I have never come across such interest in a project. I have received literally thousands of calls 
about it. U778 was on her way here when she sank intact and, while we cannot be entirely sure, there 
is every possibility (76) __________.”  

His plan is to raise the U-boat and bring her into the city, via Lough Foyle, to Lisahally, a former 
military base where 19 U-boats surrendered en masse in 1945.  

Diving experts say that the vessel is sitting on a gravelly sea bed rather than having sunk into mud, 
(77) __________. A salvage platform could be erected, from which slings would be lowered and 
secured beneath the craft. In 1993 another U-boat was raised from the sea bed between Sweden and 
Denmark at a cost of about £3 million.  

Lisahally was the command post for British naval patrols on convoy and anti-submarine duty. 
Under Operation Deadlight, the Royal Navy destroyed the surviving U-boats to ensure  
(78) __________. Between November 1945 and February 1946 the U-boats were towed out of 
Lisahally and sunk.  

Mr Gallagher, a member of the Social Democratic and Labour Party, said he believed  
(79) __________. “It’s an opportunity for the city. Before now it was probably too sensitive to 
highlight the city’s role in the Second World War because of the Troubles. I think that now is the 
appropriate moment.”            (Timesonline) 
_________________________ 
A   having been overlooked because of the more recent legacy of the Troubles 
B   that U778 could become the centrepiece of a new maritime museum in Ireland   
C   to commemorate the city of Londonderry’s crucial role in the Battle of the Atlantic 
D   before being towed, crewless, to the scuttling grounds 
E   making a recovery operation easier   
F   using robotic vehicles were abandoned when the unstable wreck shifted 
G   after being stripped of their valuables 
H   that the interior is well preserved 
I    that they could never again endanger international shipping 
J   for being brought to the surface and towed back into Londonderry, a key naval base during the war   
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VII. Read the text about Celtic folk beliefs. Some parts have been removed from the 
text. Choose which parts (A–J) fit into the numbered gaps in the article. There is one 
extra part, which does not fit into any of the gaps. Write the letter of your choice on 
your answer sheet next to the appropriate number. There is one example (0) at the 
beginning. 

An ‘Other’ World 
Remembrance of the past has always been an aspect of the Irish psyche. When Saint Patrick brought 
Christianity to Ireland in the fifth century he found a highly civilised but pre-literate people with a 
remarkably developed capacity for memory. The elite learned class comprised a range of professions 
from lawyer, through druid to poet.  

(0) B 
The meeting of Christianity and Celtic civilisation produced one of the great flowerings of European 
culture. They fused with one another in some ways and in other ways they remained complementary 
but separate.  

 (80)  

The inhabitants of Ireland before the Celts were a highly intelligent race called the Tuatha de Danaan, 
famous for their skill in magic and other arts. There are many legends about the last battles between 
the two races, with gods and goddesses participating on both sides.    

 (81)  

Popular imagination locates the entrances to their main places or ‘fairy forts’ in prehistoric burial 
mounds, which look like little hills with a passage inside, or in circular earthen grass-covered banks, 
called ‘raths’. (These are the remains of what were once protective enclosures for animals and houses.) 
By and large, fairies and humans manage to co-exist peacefully, but fairies have to be treated with 
great respect and if they get angry they are not slow to take revenge.  

(82)  

In the 1970s a Dutch company called Ferenka bought land in Limerick to build a factory. 
Unfortunately there was a large rath on it which local workmen refused to remove, so men from 
another area were brought in, the rath was cleared and the factory built. A few years later, the manager 
of the factory, Tiede Herrema, was abducted by the I.R.A. and held hostage for 36 days, and after 
another few years a prolonged strike forced the closure of the factory. The wife of the then president 
of Ireland voiced the opinion that it was the removal of the rath which had caused the problem.  

(83)  

Another belief was that the fairies sometimes stole babies out of their cradles, and left one of their own 
in its place. Such a creature was called a ‘changeling’, and spoke and looked like a little old man, 
though lying in the cradle like a baby. To protect against this calamity it was usual to lay a metal bar 
across an unattended cradle, as the fairies are believed to be afraid of metal.  

(84)  

There is one night of the year, Halloween, when it is possible to rescue anyone held by the fairies. 
Halloween is one of the four principal festivals of the Celtic calendar, and marks the transition from 
the light to the dark half of the year. On this night alone the doors between our world and the other 
stand wide open. The custom of children dressing up as witches, ghosts or devils, and going from door 
to door looking for treats, has its origin in the belief that spirits wander the earth on that night, and 
should be placated with food, drink or whatever they want.  

 (85)  

You need a great deal of the same qualities to outsmart a leprechaun, a little old shoemaker who 
spends his days mending shoes for the fairies. The gold they pay him is hidden in a large ‘crock’ or 
bowl, under the roots of an old tree. If you ever see a leprechaun, catch him and don’t take your eyes 
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off him, no matter what tricks he plays to distract you. If you can fulfil this one condition, he is bound 
by the laws of leprechauns to lead you to his crock of gold. 

(86)  

Towards the end of the 19th century, this culture was rediscovered alive and well, living in the oral 
tradition of the often illiterate poor people of the countryside. There were still many traditional 
storytellers, ‘seanachies’, enriching people’s minds with their knowledge of their race through a vast 
repertoire of myths, legends and other stories, as their ancestors had done for thousands of years.  

(87)  

As Catholics they had the promise of eternal life and pride in their mythologised saints, and their 
memories contained an imaginative treasure trove of myth, legend and history of their race which 
clothed their landscape in visions of beauty and grandeur, and made the lives of heroes and heroines of 
a bygone world seem as real as the falling rain and the potatoes growing in the fields. They lived in 
both this and an ‘other’ world. 
________________________________ 
A From the 16th century on Ireland experienced an intensive process of colonisation and 

anglicisation, which appeared to be virtually complete by the 18th century. However, unseen and 
unheard by the Anglo-Irish rulers, a ‘hidden Ireland’ continued to exist.  

B Their training was long and hard, on average twelve years, and exclusively oral. The upper and 
lower classes each had their poets and historians/storytellers to enchant the long winter nights 
away. The storytellers told of invasions, voyages, enchantments, heroes, gods and goddesses, 
traced the genealogies of chiefs and kings, recounted their exploits and told the stories behind 
every place name.  

C  Few country people up to the last century would categorically refuse the existence of fairies, or 
ignore the rules governing relations between fairies and humans, and belief at some level persisted 
strongly up to the mid-twentieth century in many rural areas. Young boys were often dressed as 
girls because it was widely feared that fairies might steal them away.  

D   Eventually the Celts won, but such was their respect for their opponents that they divided Ireland 
equally between them – well, nearly equally: the Celts got the upper half and the Tuatha de 
Danaan got the lower half, so this bright people retreated below ground and became fairies. They 
are still a formidable race, nearly as big as humans and very proud.  

E The great love of books which developed didn’t take away the role of memory and the oral 
tradition. Nor did Christianity affect in the slightest the Irish belief that they shared their wild and 
lovely island with many non-human beings.  

F  They also fear fire, and many an unfortunate supposed changeling was threatened with burning 
wood or even put over a fire in an attempt to drive away the fairy and bring back the human child.  

G   The Dagda is a father-figure, a protector of the tribe and the basic Celtic god of whom other male 
Celtic deities were variants. Celtic gods were largely unspecialised entities, and perhaps more like 
a clan rather than as a formal pantheon. Because the particular character of Dagda is a figure of 
burlesque lampoonery in Irish mythology, some authors conclude that he was trusted to be 
benevolent enough to tolerate a joke at his expense. 

H  One begins to understand why the rural Irish were able to maintain a full sense of themselves 
despite abject material poverty and a total lack of freedom. A race of supernatural beings, the 
fairies, leading a parallel life to theirs, kept them alert and responsive to every time, place and 
situation.  

I  Equally, the local ‘fairy fort’ where your loved one is being held can be attacked, but you need a 
lot of luck and wit as well as courage to effect a successful rescue.  

J It was completely taboo to interfere in any way with what were considered to be fairy dwellings, 
so until this century all such archeological remains were left untouched, even where they 
interfered with farming. What good would it do to clear away a rath from your field if in so doing 
you angered the fairies? Either you, your family or your cattle would certainly suffer, as thousands 
of stories show, and foreigners are not exempt!  

 (Learnenglish) 
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VIII. Read the discussion in which four writers talk about their work. Match the 
statements with the writers. Choose your answers from the list of writers (A–D). Write 
the letter of your choice on your answer sheet next to the appropriate number. There 
is one example (0) at the beginning. 

Write First Time 
Getting published 
Frank: I went to a publisher for whom I was going to write a non-fiction book some years ago and I 

said I wanted to write a novel. “Well, so do a lot of people,” he said, and asked me to give him a 
couple of chapters.  I did so, and at that point he said: “Go ahead.” I then didn’t show anything 
to anybody until after I’d finished. There was a point at the end when I thought perhaps I had 
gone completely mad and none of it made any sense whatsoever, but luckily they seemed to like 
it. 

Joe: I think I wrote the first story I published at 18 and had it rejected by hundreds of places before it 
was published at 21, and then I didn’t sell another story until I was 27. Every time I’ve sold a 
story, I believed it wasn’t going to happen. 

 
The editing process 
Frank: Compared to the journalistic editorial process that I’d been used to over the years, my 

publisher’s editing process was very gentle. Writing for magazines, newspapers or television 
scripts, there’s quite often a process where everybody will pull it apart, argue and say it’s 
rubbish. For the novel, it was very gentlemanly and ladylike and courteous, which I found a bit 
disconcerting. 

Paul: With a novel, you don’t have people phoning up saying: “It’s 150 words short. Can you do 
something about it in the next 20 minutes?” 

Gail: It does seem to me that the editors I meet and my own editors are really desperate to publish 
something. They’re very keen to read stuff, and I know they do turn a lot down, but I think they 
are interested in first-time novelists. I think of an editor as someone who is there specifically to 
save your face. I had many different editors all over the world who did that for me.  

 
The reviews 
Gail: You spend two years in your room, writing away, very bored, wearing your pyjamas, and 

vaguely depressed. And then suddenly your work becomes a very public thing and lots of people 
are writing about it. It’s very strange. I was pleased that the reviews were kind but I don’t think 
it makes much difference to what you think of your book. And I’ve had a few stinker reviews as 
well. Although people try and hide them from me, I dig them out. 

Frank: I was amazed anybody reviewed my novel. I was so pleased, so grateful that anybody 
reviewed it, and then I was very pleased that on the whole the reviews were pretty good. I was 
very impressed that the reviewers had done the job and had thought about it seriously. The most 
worrying moment was actually when I showed the manuscript to a friend whose judgement I 
really value. That was the worst of all, the silent two days while she read it. After that, I thought: 
“Well, if she thinks this, it’s all right.” 

Paul: The judgement of friends is absolutely the worst. 
Joe: I don’t know how to react to my own reviews. I can’t tell if they’re good, bad or indifferent. The 

very first was probably one of the most negative. Not even particularly negative, but I felt that 
the reviewer hadn’t really understood the book. Oddly, that coloured my reaction to a lot of the 
other reviews, and I felt for a while as though I was walking around with a big target on my 
chest. It felt odd to have complete strangers writing quite intimately about my book. And 
although I think it’s quite enjoyable and I did follow my own reviews, I’ve stopped doing it now 
to some extent because in the little misunderstandings I find them slightly disappointing, not in 
terms of their overall impression. 

 
The motivation 
Gail: I know there are people who just write all the time – letters and diaries – but I’m not aware of 

any compulsion. I never write letters and if I can help it I write the shortest e-mails possible. So 
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it’s not a great passion. If there’s a certain story I have to tell, I get on with it but I don’t have a 
writing disease. Once I get started, though, then I can go on a bit. 

Paul: I often think that absolutely anything in the room will do to distract me from writing fiction: 
television, reorganising your old filing system. I know a lot of people who go and sit in a 
completely bare room in a Holiday Inn or somewhere, just because anything else is distracting. 

Joe: When I was starting out, I used to listen to the advice that if you’re a writer you should write, you 
should do it every day. I felt guilty for a long time that I was failing at this. But I realised that if 
I did do it every day, the quality of the work actually went down. 

 
The novelist gene 
Frank: I think there are probably people who may never set something down on paper but who have a 

novelistic way of looking at life. I think you can tell when you’re talking to them that there is 
that sympathy there. I was certainly writing lots of things in my head before I ever set them 
down, and I have been since I was a child, perhaps because of being an only child and chattering 
away to myself all day. 

Gail: There is definitely such a thing as natural writers, who I think are always the best writers. There 
are people who just can’t help telling lots of stories who are inveterate liars, though there are 
people who aren’t natural writers who are very good. I heard Martin Amis say that he spends all 
day writing and comes down at the end of the day and asks his wife: “How was your day, 
darling?” and thinks in his head: “As if I care!” That’s one of the main traits of novelists, sadly, 
what Nabokov called a piece of ice in the heart. 

Paul: I think novelists are just people who don’t have a friend to go to and have a bacon sandwich 
with at 11 o’clock. The weird thing about novelists is that they don’t really have a lot to talk to 
each other about, apart from money. A lot of them are eaten up with envy. But if you didn’t 
want deep down to write a better novel than War and Peace, then you wouldn’t sit down in the 
first place. No one ever sat down thinking: “I’ll write quite a good novel.” Most novelists 
secretly believe that they’re the best living novelist, that they write much better than anyone 
else. It’s just that nobody knows. 

 (The Sunday Times) 
 

A  Frank B Joe C  Paul D  Gail 
 

The writer    
believes editors protect writers. (0) __D__  

knows a great deal of work is not accepted. (88) _____  

felt at one point as if everyone wanted to criticise him/her. (89) _____  

thinks writers don’t have very much in common with each other. (90) _____  

doesn’t feel the need to write. (91) _____  

is determined to find out what people think of his/her book. (92) _____  

was surprised to find editors so polite. (93) _____    

never expects his/her work to be accepted. (94) _____  

doesn’t feel writers need to write according to a regular schedule. (95) _____  

no longer takes so much notice of others’ opinion. (96) _____  

thinks writers’ involvement in their work makes them unfeeling. (97) _____   

gained confidence from a friend’s opinion. (98) _____  

is easily put off writing. (99) _____  

had a writer’s imagination as a child. (100) _____  
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2008/2009 

ORSZÁGOS KÖZÉPISKOLAI TANULMÁNYI VERSENY 
ANGOL NYELV I-II. KATEGÓRIA 

ELSŐ /ISKOLAI/ FORDULÓ 
VÁLASZLAP 

A feladatok megoldásához íróeszközön kívül más segédeszköz nem használható! A válaszlapon tollal 
dolgozzon! A válaszlapon javítás nem fogadható el.  
Azokban a kérdésekben, ahol szavakat kell beírni, csak a tökéletes helyesírással beírt 
megoldások fogadhatók el.  
A feladatlapot a szaktanár (szaktanári munkaközösség) értékeli központi javítási útmutató alapján.  
A feladatlapok beküldésének ponthatára: I. kategória: 70 pont vagy annál több 

      II. kategória: 75 pont vagy annál több 
 

1   29   55   80  
2   30   56   81  
3   31   57   82  
4   32   58   83  
5   33   59   84  
6   34   60   85  
7   35   61   86  
8   36   62   87  
9   37   63   88  
10   38   64   89  
11   39   65   90  
12   40   66   91  
13   41   67   92  
14   42   68   93  
15   43   69   94  
16   44   70   95  
17   45   71   96  
18    46   72   97  
19    47   73   98  
20    48   74   99  
21    49   75   100  
22    50   76     
23    51   77     
24    52   78     
25    53   79     
26    54      
27          
28            
 
Összpontszám: __________________          Javító tanár aláírása: _______________________ 
 


