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OKTV 

I. KATEGÓRIA 

LISTENING TEST 

21st JANUARY 2021 

Welcome to the listening component of OKTV. 

The listening material is recorded on this CD, and the tasks and instructions are printed 

in your test booklet. 

There will be three tasks, and the recordings will be played twice. Before listening to each 

recording, you will be given some time to read the instructions and to look at the task in 

your test booklet. 

Please note that the first item in each task, marked with a tick (), is always an example. 
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TASK 1 

 
 In this section, you will hear about a fantastic private island 

in Australia. 

 Your task is to circle the letter(s) of the correct answer(s) in 

the boxes on the right. Please note that in this task both 

answers may be correct. However, there is always at least one 

correct answer. This means you will have to circle one or two 

letters. 

 First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we 

will play the whole recording in one piece. 

 Then, you will hear the recording again in one piece. 

 The island is …  

A) situated in Australia's Southern Great Barrier Reef. 

B) on sale. 

 

1. Pumpkin Island is … 

 A) 14 kilometers long. 

 B) a 30-minute boat ride away off the coast. 

 

2. Wayne and Lorraine Rumble … 

 A) own a company called Relaxing Retreats. 

 B) spent lockdown during the pandemic on Pumpkin Island. 

 

3. The island is so sheltered that you … 

 A) can go wherever you want even during lockdown. 

 B) can’t even listen to or watch the news. 

 

4. Pumpkin Island ... 
 A) produces fewer carbon emissions than it generates. 

B) can host a maximum of 34 guests at the same time. 

 
5. The island uses ... 
 A) non-fossil energy sources. 

B) seawater to produce drinking water. 

 

6. The facilities on the island include ... 

 A) two multi-purpose communal buildings. 

B) a helicopter. 

 

7. The island was … 

 A) once an oyster farm. 

 B) won in a game of poker by Roger Mason. 

 

8. Pumpkin Island was … 

 A) bought by the Rumbles from a beer company. 

 B) used as a holiday resort between 2012 and 2015. 

 

9. The Rumbles are selling the island because they … 

 A) want to move closer to their family. 

B) are too old to run the resort business any longer. 

That is the end of TASK 1.  
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TASK 2 

 
 In this section you will hear about two guys from Wisconsin, 

US, who got lucky and scooped a large sum of money on the 

lottery. 

 Your task will be fill in the gaps in the sentences we have 

begun for you with the relevant information. Please try and 

use the words and phrases that you actually hear in the 

recording in your answers if possible. 

 First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we 

will play the recording. 

 Then you will hear the recording again, but this time we will 

play the text in shorter sections to give you enough time to 

write down your answers. 

 When does it sometimes happen that friends do not keep their promises to their friends? 

When  ..................push comes to shove ................................................................................  

10. What vow did Tom and Joe make in 1992? 

 They vowed that if either of them ever won the lottery/ ......................................................  

  

11. What exactly did Tom say to explain his decision? 

 He said that a “ ................................................................................................................... ” 

12. What exactly did Joe say when he first heard the news from Tom? 

 He said: “ ............................................................................................................................ ” 

13. What happened in March 2019? 

 Someone in Wisconsin  ........................................................................................................  

14. What did the Lottery Director say had paid off when she congratulated them? 

 The power of  .......................................................................................................................  

15. What did Tom do after getting the money? 

 He handed in his  ..................................................................................................................  

16. What are the guys hoping to use the money for? 

 To relax and  .........................................................................................................................  

17. What sort of adventures had the two families had before winning the money? 

 They had taken  ....................................................................................................................  

That is the end of Task 2. 
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TASK 3 

 
 In this section you will hear two accounts by two people 

who talk about how they were spending the time during the 

coronavirus lockdown in the spring and summer of 2020. 

 Your task will be to fill in the gaps in the sentences below 

with the relevant information from the monologues, using 

the exact words that you hear in the recording if possible. 

 First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then 

we will play the whole recording in one piece. 

 Then you will hear the recording again, but this time we 

will play the text in shorter sections to give you enough time 

to write down your answers. 

 
 

 Andrea Anastasiou has been  ........ spending .... lockdown ........... in Katmandu, Nepal. 

18. Originally Andrea travelled to Katmandu to  .....................................................................  . 

  ....................................................................  

19. Andrea complains that having to stay in Katmandu longer than she had planned is not easy, 

but she immediately adds that she doesn’t think it was ever easy for a(n)  .........................  

  ...................................................................  

20. She took the slower pace of life as a sign that she should just  ............................................   

  .................................................. into writing. 

21. She thinks that at the beginning she  ....................................................................................   

  ............................... and just watched a lot of Netflix, and didn’t feel like doing much else. 

22. One thing that she thinks really helped her was getting  ......................................................  

 .........................................................  

23. She says that during lockdown they were treated to really  .................................................   

  .................................... of the Himalayas from Katmandu. 

24. Visibility was much better than usual in Katmandu, as the pollution had dropped because 

there was  ............................................................................................................................. . 

25. Phonse King is the  ...............................................................................................................   

of King’s Photography and More. 

26. Most of Phonse’s business is normally focused on groups’ and associations’ ....................  

  ..........................................................................  

27. If you had told him it was not safe to base a business on social gatherings, he would have 

outright  ................................................................................................................................  

28. As a result of the pandemic, all of a sudden, this business model had become the most 

dangerous one you could  .....................................................................................................  

29. In an effort to survive, they switched towards  ..............................................  and they also  

 did some online  ........................................................................................... through Zoom. 

30. Phonse admits that this year is financially a disaster, but he says that as long as everybody 

is still alive next year, he is happy to  ..................................................................................  

That is the end of Task 3, and also the end of the Listening exam. 
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TASK 1 

Fill in the sentences with TWO suitable words. There is an example (0) at the beginning. 

(0) Our neighbours invited us to their party and they wouldn’t ___take no___  for an answer. 

1. If you think that I haven’t prepared for such questions, you are in _________________ 

surprise. 

2. You should ask my brother to help you with your essay, he really ______________ onions in 

the literary field. 

3. I have pulled a muscle in my thigh, but after a few days’ rest I will be as _______________ 

rain. 

4. After Jim’s joke about his wife’s poor cooking skills the guests started to feel uncomfortable – 

there is many a true word ______________________ jest. 

5. For a moment Peter was tempted to fly his plane over the smoking volcano, but then he steered 

away from it. Discretion is the ______________________ of valour. 
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TASK 2 

In each group of three expressions, there is one which does NOT fit the context. Circle the letter of 

this expression in the text. Remember to circle the letter of the WRONG expression, as in the 

example (0). 

Computers and phones have become the go-to note-taking method for many. 0. A) But  B) Still, 

C) Thus, your brain benefits from an old-fashioned pen and paper.  

Do you pick up any old notebook and pen when you need them, or do you have a thing for 

Moleskines or Montblancs? 1. A) Whether or not B) Even if C) Considering you’re picky, know 

that tools for the hands are tools for the brain. Handwritten notes are a powerful tool for encrypting 

embodied cognition and, 2. A) in due course, B) in turn, C) as a consequence,  supporting the 

brain’s capacity for retrieval of information. And secondly, when you take notes by hand, your 

hands create a 3. A) stout B) sturdy C) robust external memory storage space: your notebook. 

   Taking notes by hand is a win-win, and belongs in every student’s cognitive tool kit. Learning 

how to take notes by hand effectively, and how to 4. A) ingrain B) incite C) instil note-taking as 

a key learning and study tool, can begin as early as grades 3 or 4, but it’s never too late to begin. 

   We live in a digital age where daily functioning involves digital communication. Automaticity in 

keyboarding is an important skill too, and the tools and applications for digital communication will 

continue to evolve and have their place. But keyboarding does not provide the tactile feedback to 

the brain 5. A) that contact between pencil or pen and paper does B) as using traditional note-

taking C) achieved by taking notes by hand — the key to creating the neurocircuitry in the hand-

brain complex. 

   While your laptop might seem faster and more efficient, there are good reasons for having a paper-

bound notebook and pen 6. A) ready and waiting B) ready for the off C) at the ready. 

Researchers have found that note-taking associated with keyboarding involves taking notes 

verbatim in a way 7. A) that foments full comprehension of B) which impedes the immediate  

interpretation of C) that does not involve processing information, and so have called this “non-

generative” note-taking. By contrast, taking notes by hand involves cognitive engagement in 

summarising, paraphrasing, organising, concept and vocabulary mapping — 8. A) in other words, 

B) altogether, C) in short, manipulating and transforming information — that leads to deeper 

understanding. 

   Note-taking becomes note-making: an active involvement in making sense and meaning for later 

reflection, study or sharing of notes to compare understanding with lab partners or classmates. This 

becomes a 9. A) potent B) cogent C) quirky study strategy, as one’s own processing can be further 

consolidated through talk. 

   For serious students, note-taking is an indispensable cognitive tool and study technique. Creating 

neurocircuitry for memory and meaning through the hand-brain complex is the key to understanding 

the value of hand-written notes. 10. A) Mull over the options B) Retrace your steps C) Think 

twice before relying solely on your laptop this fall! 
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20200910-the-benefits-of-note-taking-by-hand 

  

https://www.newyorker.com/business/currency/why-startups-love-moleskines
https://www.newyorker.com/business/currency/why-startups-love-moleskines
https://scientect.com/news/716562/fountain-pen-ink-market-statistics-2019-2025-parker-montblanc-lamy-hero-noodlers-ink-pelikan-j-herbin-omas-sailor-guangdong-baoke-stationery-and-pilot/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.03.156
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.03.156
https://www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/attention-students-put-your-laptops-away
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/191866/the-hand-by-frank-r-wilson
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/191866/the-hand-by-frank-r-wilson
https://doi.org/10.1177/0956797614524581
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/deeper-learning-collaboration-key-rebecca-alber
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/deeper-learning-collaboration-key-rebecca-alber
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20200910-the-benefits-of-note-taking-by-hand
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TASK 3 

Circle the letter of the word which best fits the sentence. There is an example (0) at the beginning. 
 

(0) The loquacious coach suddenly became ___-lipped when asked about Ms Wilson. 

     a. bottom    b. tight   c. parched  d. cleft 
 

1. She _____ umbrage at my remarks about her hair. 

   

  A. made  B. took   C. had   D. received 

 

2. The detective _____ the mystery at our request. 

 

  A. unrevelled  B. unlevered  C. unraveled  D. unleavened 

 

3. John's remark at the dinner _____ my curiosity. 

 

  A. piqued  B. picked  C. peaked  D. pinked 

 

4. The reporter didn't _____ an eyelash while reading the gruesome news. 

 

  A. bit   B. beat   C. bet   D. bat 

 

5. An old _____ states that you reap what you sow. 

 

  A. adagio  B. addage  C. adage  D. adaged 

 

6. He escaped _____ apart from a severely bruised finger. 

 

  A. unscared  B. unscathed  C. unscreened  D. unscattered 

 

7. Working overtime is part and _____ of my job. 

 

  A. parcel  B. prime  C. price  D. package 

 

8. We expect to see Fox double _____ its marketing efforts to give the movie a big boost. 

 

  A. down on  B. down in  C. up on  D. up in 

 

9. This is the best restaurant in town, _____ none. 

 

  A. bar   B. but   C. except  D. without 

 

10. I've been waiting with _____ breath to hear back from my first-choice school. 

 

  A. batted  B. bated  C. baited  D. betted 
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TASK 4 

 

Underline the word or phrase which best fits the sentence. There is an example (0) at the beginning. 
 

(0) I’d rather you wouldn’t/don’t/didn’t/won’t bring your dog to the shopping centre. 
 

The most famous dysfunctional family of 1990s television enjoyed, by today’s standards, an almost 

dreamily secure existence that now seems out of reach for 1. too much / very many / all too many 

/ all many Americans. I refer, of course, to the Simpsons. Homer, a high-school graduate whose 

union job at the nuclear-power plant required 2. little / a little / few / a few technical skill, supported 

a family of five. A home, a car, food, regular doctor’s appointments, and enough left over for plenty 

of beer at the local bar were all attainable 3. of / in / on / for a single working-class salary. Bart 4. 

must / might / should / needn't have had to find $1,000 for the family to go to England, but he 

didn’t have to worry that his parents would lose their home. 

This lifestyle was not fantastical 5. in / on / for / from the slightest —nothing, for example, like the 

ridiculously large Manhattan apartments in Friends. On the contrary, the Simpsons used to be quite 

ordinary—they were a lot like my Michigan working-class family in the 1990s. 

The 1996 episode “Much Apu About Nothing” shows Homer’s paycheck. He grosses $479.60 per 

week, making his annual income about $25,000. My parents’ paychecks in the mid-’90s were 

similar. 6. So there were / So were / So these were / So much were their educational backgrounds. 

My father had a two-year degree from the local community college, which he paid for while 

working nights; my mother had no education 7. further / in / from / beyond high school. Until my 

parents’ divorce, we were a family of three living primarily on my mother’s salary as a physician’s 

receptionist, a working-class job like Homer’s. 

By 1990, the year my father turned 36 and my mother 34, they were divorced. And significantly, 

they were both homeowners—an enormous feat for two newly single people. 

8. Neither of place was / Neither of places were / Neither place was / Neither places were 
particularly fancy. I’d estimate that the combined square footage of both roughly equaled 9. to / 

that/ with / that of the Simpsons’ home. Their houses were their only source of debt; my parents 

have never carried a credit-card balance. Within 10 years, they had both paid off their mortgages. 

10. Neither of my parents / None of my parents / Neither my parents / None of my parent had 

much wiggle room in the budget. I remember Christmases that, in hindsight, looked a lot like the 

one portrayed in the first episode of The Simpsons, which aired in December 1989: handmade 

decorations, burned-out light bulbs, and only a handful of gifts.  

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/12/life-simpsons-no-longer-attainable/617499/ 
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TASK 5 

In the following sets of sentences, the same root word is missing from each set. While there might be 

several words that complete a single sentence correctly, there is only one root word whose different 

forms fit in all five sentences within a set. Complete the sentences with that same root word in its correct 

form. You might have to use the same form more than once. There is an example (0)  at the beginning. 

(0) 

a. The eggs might not __hatch__ because they got quite cold during the winter storm.  

b. There is a salmon __hatchery__ located near the mouth of the river.  

c. The thieves __hatched__ a plan to rob the bank during the Christmas holidays.  

d. Water got into the boat through a __hatch__ that hadn't been properly secured.  

e. Aesop's fable warns, "Don't count your chickens before they are __hatched__." 

 

1. 

a. Before you begin painting, you should __________ the walls to see if there are any holes that need to 

be filled. 

b. After you have finished painting the house, we will do a short __________ just to make sure you 

haven't missed anything. 

c. A fire __________ shut down the nightclub because she found it didn't have enough emergency exits. 

d. Restaurants must be __________ on a regular basis to ensure standards of cleanliness are met. 

e. The government is responsible for __________ food on a regular basis to make sure that it meets 

certain health standards. 

2. 

a. It is difficult to ___________ a person who continually lies. 

b. Living conditions while working in tree-planting weren't great, but they were certainly _________. 

c. If you take antibiotics too often, your body builds up a ___________ to them, and they are no longer 

effective. 

d. My neighbours aren't very ___________ of children; they're always complaining that they are making 

too much noise, but they're just being normal, happy kids. 

e. The level of noise in this city has become ___________. It's driving me mad. 

3. 

a. Most of the people present thought his tone was quite _____________, including those who actually 

agreed with his opinion. 

b. If no one has any _____________, I think we'll finish early tonight. 

c. What exactly is the _____________ of this exercise? 

d. I really _____________ to you telling people private things about our marriage. 

e. There is a Moroccan proverb which observes that it is better to be the _____________of  

jealousy, than of pity. 

4. 

a. She walks with the ___________ of a fashion model. 

b. The dancers leapt ___________ across the stage like deer in a silent forest. 

c. Arabic writing looks so ___________ and artistic to me. 

d. We would be delighted if you would ___________ our little occasion with your appearance. 

e. The woman dropped ___________ into her chair like a boulder crashing down a mountainside. 
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5. 

a. Scientists working in the battle against cancer are hoping to be able to ____________ the DNA of a 

cancer sufferer so that the disease kills itself. 

b. I wouldn't trust Elinor; she is very ____________, and is friendly only when she thinks it is in her 

own interest. 

c. The research results have obviously been ____________ in order to get the desired answers.  

d. The government is __________ the conflict for their own political gain. 

e. She practises shiatsu, an oriental form of body ____________, as well as massage. 

Task 6 

Fill in the appropriate form of a phrasal/prepositional/phrasal-prepositional verb corresponding to the 

meaning of the words/expressions in brackets in the following sentences. Choose the verbs and particles 

from the boxes below. You may not use them more than once. 

          
 

There is an extra, unnecessary item in both boxes. There is an example (0)  at the beginning. 

(0) The story the children told their teacher ........ was made up .... , if you ask me. (invent)  

 

1. With a new position at his company and the twin babies at home Tom started to feel 

he  ........................... over his head.  (have too much to cope with) 

 

2. My sister is uncontrollably greedy. I wouldn’t  ......................... it ...................... her to steal some of 

my chocolate. (think sy is capable of doing sg) 

 

3. During their two-year relationship all their arguments ...................................... to one thing: jealousy. 

(be the basic element of sg)            

 

4. After winning the contract with a major investor, my boss decided to ................................. on a brand 

new sports car. (spend money extravagantly) 

 

5. Unfortunately, the new Netflix series is not all it …………….................... to be.  (fail to be as 

good as expected) 

  

kick  crack   put 

boil  get  splash 

make 

 

down  in   out 

past  at  up 

up 
  back on 
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WRITING TASK 

Have you ever thought what you will be like in 15 years' time? What will you have achieved 

by then? How will the world have changed?  

Your task is to write a letter to your 15-year-older self in the future. Considering the changes 

that will have taken place, is there anything in today’s world that you would want to remind 

your future self about?  

 

Write about 250 words. You have 45 minutes to complete the task. Dictionaries are not 

allowed. 

 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________   
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 ___________________________________________________________________________  
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 ___________________________________________________________________________  
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 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  
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 ___________________________________________________________________________  
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 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________   
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