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OKTV 

LISTENING TEST 

30th JANUARY 2020 

Welcome to the Listening component of OKTV. 

The listening material is recorded on this CD, and the tasks and instructions are printed 

in your test booklet. 

There will be three tasks, and the recordings will be played twice. Before listening to each 

recording, you will be given some time to read the instructions and to look at the task in 

your test booklet. 

Please note that the first item in each task, marked with a tick (), is always an example. 

The whole test is about 40 minutes long. 
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TASK 1 

 In this section you will hear a report about the findings 

of a US-based study. 

 Your task will be to decide whether the following 

statements are true, false or we do not know because the 

text does not say, and write the appropriate letter in the 

boxes on the right. Write A if the statement is true, write 

B if the statement is false, and write C if the text does not 

say. 

 You will hear the recording twice. First, you will have 

some time to look at the task, and then we will play the 

recording. 

 Then, you will hear the recording again in one piece. 

 

 A= TRUE B= FALSE C= THE TEXT DOES NOT SAY 

(0) According to new research, brainy people tend to be lazier than more active people. 

1. People with a high IQ tend to spend less time thinking than active people. 

2. Active people tend to get bored more easily than brainy people. 

3. The reseach project has been running for more than 30 years. 

4. The students were asked whether they agreed or disagreed with certain statements. 

5.  The ʻthinkers’ and ‘non-thinkers’ were selected on the basis of an interview. 

6. Participants were asked to wear a device that provided data on their brain activity. 

7. The results showed that the ʻthinkers’ got tired far more quickly than the ‘non-thinkers’. 

8. Researchers suggested that ‘non-thinkers’ needed physical activity to pass the time. 

9. Mr McElroy warned brainy people of the health risks of physical inactivity. 

10. The British Psychological Society said that awareness might help people become brainier. 

11. The report warns that the size of the sample might be too small to draw valid conclusions. 

That is the end of TASK 1.  

A 
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TASK 2 

 In this section, you will hear an influencer talk about 

the difference between bottled water and tap water. 

 Your task is to circle the letter(s) of the correct 

answer(s) in the boxes on the right. Please note that in 

this task either or neither of the answers may be 

correct. This means you will have to circle one, two or 

neither of the letters. 

 First, you will have some time to look at the task, and 

then we will play the whole recording in one piece. 

 Then, you will hear the recording again in one piece. 
 

(0) Among others, the symptoms of the system crises are that we are trashing … 
A) the planet. 
B) each other. 

12. The water quality tests in the city of Cleveland … 
 A) were carried out by the bottled Fiji brand for an advertising campaign. 
 B) showed that the tap water actually tasted better than the bottled Fiji water. 

13. Generally speaking, tests across the U.S. show that bottled water … 
 A) tastes only a little better than tap water. 
 B) is cleaner than tap water. 

14. The price we pay for bottled water is … 
 A) 2000 times as much as we pay for tap water. 
 B) as high as if we had to pay $10,000 for a sandwich. 

15. The so-called ‘manufactured demand’ is responsible for ... 
 A) the more than half a billion bottles of water sold in the U.S. every week. 

B) getting people to buy unnecessary products. 

16. Some of the key marketing tactics were to … 
 A) scare people about the cheaper competitors. 
 B) hide the reality of the product behind fancy images of pure fantasy. 

17. The truth is that … 
 A) a third of all bottled water in the US is simple tap water. 
 B) bottled water is the most environmentally friendly product in the world. 

18. Eighty percent of water bottles end up in … 
 A) landfills. 

B) India. 

19. If bottled water companies want to use mountains on their labels, it‘d be more 
accurate to show the mountain of plastic bottles in … 

 A) California 
B) India. 

20. The battle to protect our wallets, health and the planet has started: more and more … 
 A) safe, refillable water bottles are sold. 
 B) restaurants are serving tap water. 

That is the end of TASK 2.  

A  B 

A  B 

A  B 

A  B 

A  B 

A  B 

A  B 

A  B A  B 

A  B 

A  B 

A  B 
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TASK 3 

 In this section you will hear an interview with Ed 

Sheeran, the famous British pop star. 

 Your task will be to write the letter of the correct answer 

into the boxes on the right. 

 First, you will have some time to look at the task, and 

then we will play the whole recording in one piece. 

 Then, you will hear the recording again, but this time we 

will play the text in shorter sections to give you enough 

time to write down your answers. 

 

(0) The interviewer congratulates Ed on having been nominated for … 

A) two Grammy Awards. 

B) Album of the Year. 

C) Singer of the Year. 
 
23.  Ed’s outlook on his song “Shape” not having been nominated for an award is that … 

A) he is not particularly interested in awards. 

B) they are not a true measure of quality, anyway. 

C) this year just may not be his lucky year. 
 

24. Ed thinks that the validation of the quality of a song comes from ... 

A) what genuine people think about it. 

B) whether it affects him in a positive way or not. 

C) the number of albums people actually buy. 
 

25. Ed says that his song “Perfect” is his favourite song, because … 

A) it is the first song he has ever written. 

B) it was the biggest hit on his first album. 

C) he still hasn’t got bored of it. 
 
26. The duet remix of “Perfect” ... 

A) hasn’t been released yet. 

B) was originally Ed’s idea. 

C) was originally Beyoncé’s idea. 
 

27. Ed and his girlfriend … 

A) have known each other for almost three years. 

B) went to the same school. 

C) are planning to shack up in the near future. 
 

28. Their cats … 

A) look as if they didn’t have ribs. 

B) managed to knock over the Christmas tree. 

C) like walking on two legs. 
 
29. Ed’s accident happened when he was ... 

A) on his way to a pub. 

B) cycling home from a pub. 

C) on a skiing holiday. 

  

 A 
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30. In the accident, Ed managed to break his ... 

A) leg. 

B) rib. 

C) finger 
 

31. After the accident, Ed … 

A) immediately cycled to the local hospital. 

B) was taken to hospital from the pub by ambulance. 

C) cycled home and drove himself to the hospital next morning. 
 

32. As a result of the accident, Ed ... 

A) had to rely on his girlfriend’s help for weeks. 

B) had rather serious pains in his back. 

C) hasn’t been able to play in any gigs for months. 

That is the end of Task 3, and also the end of the Listening test. 
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TASK 1 

Fill in the sentences with TWO suitable words. There is an example (0) at the beginning. 

 

(0) Our neighbours invited us to their party and they wouldn’t    take no    for an answer. 

 

1. Let’s put this question on _________________ burner until our next meeting; we have more 

important issues to discuss now. 

 

2. The standard of airline services is ____________________ cry from what it used to be.  

 

3. Against _____________________ judgement, I lent him my car. 

 

4. I’ve tried to convince her to see a doctor but it’s like talking to ___________________ wall. 

 

5. Frank really put ______________________ in it when he started asking Jenny about her new job. She 

had been fired the previous day. 
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TASK 2 

In each group of three expressions, there is one which does NOT fit the context. Circle the letter of this 

expression in the text. Remember to circle the letter of the WRONG expression, as in the example (0). 

Dr Johnathan Dalzell, senior lecturer in plant-parasite interactions, Queen’s University Belfast,  

0. A) delves  B) digs  C) sieves into the fascinating folklore of the evergreen plant. 

CHRISTMAS and mistletoe: have you ever simply asked yourself … why? I have studied plant parasites 

like mistletoe for almost ten years, and I’m here to tell you that 1. A) the answer is absolutely fascinating 

B) I find the answers compelling C) how intrigued I got by the findings. 

    In Norse mythology, Baldur (younger brother to magic-hammer-wielding Thor) 2. A) was the subject 

of a premonition from B) felt a foreboding  sent by  C) couldn’t shrug off the procrastination of his 

mother Frigg, who could see the future: he would be killed. Frigg 3. A) made a run for it B) gave it her 

best shot C) tackled this head on, extracting an oath from every object on Earth to avoid harming her 

son. This was agreeable to all … except mistletoe, which was 4. A) ignored  B) overstepped C) 

overlooked. 

   Loki, the god of mischief, 5. A) cashed in on this outlet B) exploited this loophole  C) mined the 

situation for all it was worth and used mistletoe to create a toxin-laced dart, giving it to Hod (blind 

brother of Baldur), whom he tricked into killing Baldur. It turns out that Baldur was practically invincible 

at this stage, and got his 6. A) jollies   B) knickers C) kicks by letting the other gods shoot arrows and 

darts at him. Of course, he hadn’t factored mistletoe into his thinking. 

   The mythology 7. A) takes off in all directions B) scatters C) scurries after Baldur’s death, but in 

many versions of the story, Frigg’s tears became the pearlescent berries of mistletoe, which were hung 

over doors as a reminder and mark of respect. 

   Other versions recount that the gods were able to negotiate Baldur’s release from Hel, the goddess of 

death. Frigg, keen to sweep her mistletoe 8. A) faux pas B) blunder C) flow under the carpet, declared 

the plant to be a symbol of love rather than scorn, and vowed to kiss everyone that passed underneath. 

   It is thought that the Baldur incident, and the later adoption of mistletoe as a symbol of fertility by Celtic 

druids, were responsible for the cultural collision of mistletoe with the modern-day Christmas period. 

Mistletoe was also used as a symbol of fertility by the druids, almost certainly because it is an evergreen 

plant. 9. A) As B) Although C) Since it lives on deciduous trees, the contrast of its fertility and growth 

relative to the defoliated and barren host tree during mid-winter is quite 10. A) striking B) drab C) stark. 

   So there you have it. Christmas and mistletoe, a bizarre pairing of holiday and parasite, which emerged 

from a melting pot of traditions and world views. Merry Christmas, indeed! 

http://theconversation.com 

  

https://global.oup.com/ushe/product/norse-mythology-9780195153828?cc=gb&lang=en&
http://theconversation.com/
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TASK 3 

Circle the letter of the word which best fits the sentence. There is an example (0) at the beginning. 
 

(0) The loquacious coach suddenly became ___-lipped when asked about Ms Wilson. 

 a. bottom  b. tight   c. parched  d. cleft 
 

1. By the age of 25 Jim had three albums ___ his name. 

 

 a. on   b. to   c. in   d. by 

 

2. Education offered by a new non-governmental organization raises hope for girls on the lowest ___ of 

the social ladder in India.   

 

 a. rung   b. degree  c. layer  d. circle 
 

3. I’m not sure Peter made the right decision, but I’m giving him the ___ of the doubt.  

 

 a. proof  b. benefit  c. perk   d. chance 
 

4. Travelling by plane to give lectures on global warming at conferences just ___ the object. 

 

 a. denies  b. deletes  c. defeats  d. defies 
 

5. Students were up in ___ when the government announced cuts in university funding. 
  

 a. guns   b. armour  c. shields  d. arms  
 

6. By the time I decided to accept the job offer at Sony that ship had ___. 
  

 a. sailed  b. gone   c. sunk   d. drifted 
 

7. Is it wrong to ___ points in a maths test for spelling mistakes?   
  

 a. curb   b. dock  c. cut   d. stub 
 

8. The bomb that was discovered at the counstruction site later turned out to be a ___.  
  

 a. lame   b. false   c. bogus  d. dud 
 

9. The ambassador’s refusal to attend the ceremony is being seen as a deliberate ___ to the 

President.  

 a. snub   b. stab   c. graze  d. punch 
 

10. David has been ___ for his final exams all week. 
  

 a. cramping  b. cracking  c. cramming  d. scramming  
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TASK 4 

Choose the correct answer A, B or C to complete the sentences. There is an example (0) at the beginning. 
 

(0) It is mandatory ____ there on time. 
 

A.  for everyone to be  B.  that everyone should be C.  Both A & B are correct. 
 

1. It ___  El Pasoans woke up to snow on Christmas morning. 

A.  has been 22 years since  B.  is 22 years that C. Both A & B are correct.   

2. She was ___ obstinate to go and beg his forgiveness. 

A.  very B.  too C. Both A & B are correct.   

3. Free online versions of some ____ thinking board games like Checkers and Sudoku are available. 

A.  classic B.  classical C . Both A & B are correct.  

4. ___ Hong Kong is part of China, the majority of people there don't identify as Chinese. 

A. Despite B.  Although C. Both A & B are correct. 

5. The mum spotted a 'ghost baby' on her cot monitor but the truth was ___ more prosaic.   

A.  rather B.  fairly C. Both A & B are correct.  

6. In a situation like this, I would suggest  ___ twice before making a decision. 

A.  he think B.  him thinking C. Both A & B are correct.  

7. When I was a child, my mother used to read to me or ___ stories that she made up herself. 

A.  told  B.  tell C. Both A & B are correct.  

8. She took several deep ___ respond her boss rudely. 

A.  breathes in order not to B.  breaths so as not to C. Both A & B are correct.  

9. The world’s first printed Christmas card, which went on ___ a global industry, has gone on show at 

the Charles Dickens Museum. 

A.   to spawn B.  spawning C. Both A & B are correct.   

10. With ___ eyes, he stared ahead without saying a word. 

A.  lookaway B.  unseeing C. Both A & B are correct. 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/books/charlesdickens
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TASK 5 

In the passage that follows, certain words and phrases are underlined and numbered. Below the text, you 

will find alternatives for the underlined part. Choose the one that best expresses the idea, makes the 

statement correct and appropriate for standard written English or is worded most consistently with the 

style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the original version is best, choose "NO CHANGE” 

(D). There is an example (0) at the beginning. 

Like society in general, the medical profession is 0in a state of rapid change due to 1digitizing and 

associated technologies. 2It is not longer the major source of medical information for the public 3since 

that role has been co-opted by the Internet. A few years from now the entire paradigm of the practice 

of medicine 4is changing hospital-centric sick-care that began in the nineteenth century to patient-

centric personalized preventive care built around continuous real-time monitoring and treatment 

algorithms, and it will take place mostly 5in the home, workplace, and ambulatory care centers, not 

in pricey and dangerous hospitals. 6This tectonic shift due partially to the pressure of runaway costs 

of healthcare, medical education 7must have to dramatically alter to remain relevant, especially since 

it is one of the most conservative professional pedagogies. The current expensive, long drawn-out, 

overly competitive path of four years of college, four years of medical school, and up to seven years 

of hospital-based 8residency. All of them were instituted in 1910 and hasn’t changed much since, will 

have to be drastically updated. The novel Charlatans presages 9the need of such changing. And on a 

lighter note, the novel also begs the 10question: Did your doctor truly get the training he or she so 

ostentatiously advertises with all those easily reproduced diplomas hanging on the office wall? 

Extract from Charlatans by Robin Cook 

 

0. A. rapidly changed B. changing in a rapid state 

C. on a stage of rapid change D.  NO CHANGE 

 

1. A. being digital and B. digitization and 

C. the fact it is digitalized and has D. NO CHANGE  

 

2. A. No longer it is B. Hasn’t it been any longer 

C. No longer is it D. NO CHANGE 

 

3. A. that the role has been B. this role had been 

C. that this role was  D. NO CHANGE 

 

4. A. will change from B. is going to change the 

C. needs to change to D. NO CHANGE 

 

5. A. at home B. home 

C. in homes D. NO CHANGE 

 

6. A. On the grounds of this, B. In response to this 

C. In response, this D. NO CHANGE 
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7. A. should have to be dramatically altered for remaining 

B. will have to be dramatically altered to remain 

C. will dramatically need to alter to remain 

D. NO CHANGE 

 

8. A. residency: all of which were B. residency, all of which was 

C. residency, that was all D. NO CHANGE 

 

9. A. the need for such a change B. the necessity of such changing 

C. that such changes are in need D. NO CHANGE 

 

10. A. question. Did your doctor truly get B. question: your doctor did truly get  

C. question of your doctor truly getting the D. NO CHANGE 

 

 

 

TASK 6 

Fill in the appropriate form of a phrasal/prepositional/phrasal-prepositional verb corresponding to the 

meaning of the words/expressions in brackets in the following sentences. Choose the verbs and particles from 

the boxes below. You may not use them more than once.  

          
 

There is an extra, unnecessary item in both boxes. There is an example (0)  at the beginning. 

(0) The story the children told their teacher ........ was made up .... , if you ask me. (invent)  

 

1. Many women lack confidence, which can lead to them _________________________________ by their 

managers, an experience which can prove to be further alienating. (treat sy as inferior) 

 

2. A middle-aged man has been accused of threatening ______________his dog ___________ a woman who 

was annoyed by the dog’s barking. (make sy/sg attack) 

 

3. After all, an 18-year-old girl is old enough _____________________ her own actions. (be responsible for) 

 

4. You may regret the past, but you had better _________________it _____________ you and look forward 

to a better future. (deliberately forget) 

 

5. Jack is said _______________________________the project last week, citing his own inability to 

collaborate with the other members of the team. (withdraw) 

  

talk  set    back 

answer  do  put 

make 

 

down to behind   out of 

for  on  up 

through 
  back on 



Angol nyelv II. kategória  Kódszám: 

OKTV 2019/2020 8 2. forduló 

 



 

O k t a t á s i  H i v a t a l  Kódszám: 

   

 

 

A 2019/2020. tanévi 

Országos Középiskolai Tanulmányi Verseny 
második forduló 

ANGOL NYELV 
II. kategória 

FOGALMAZÁS FELADATLAP 

Munkaidő: 45 perc 

Elérhető pontszám: 28 pont 

 

Elért pontszám:   Bizottsági tagok aláírása: ..............................................  

  ................................................  



Angol nyelv II. kategória  Kódszám: 

OKTV 2019/2020 2 2. forduló 

WRITING TASK 

 

A lot of people claim that individuals cannot do much to solve the climate crisis. They say 

that global challenges must be tackled at governmental level. Others argue that this is just an 

excuse to shift responsibility from the individual to politicians. What do you think? 

 

Write about 250 words. You have 45 minutes to complete the task. Dictionaries are not 

allowed. 
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