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I. Read the article below about a diamond heist, and complete the text by writing one 

word in each space. Write the word next to the appropriate number on your answer 

sheet. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 

 

Ant Attempted the World's Tiniest Diamond Heist 

 

 A New York City gem dealer didn't need the long arm of the law to catch a recent would-

be diamond thief — the bandit traveled only a (0) few  feet from the scene of the crime, and 

measured just a fraction of an inch (1) ___ length. 

The perpetrator of (2) ___ is probably the world's tiniest diamond heist was an ant, and 

its daring caper took (3) ___ in plain sight. Not only (4) ___ the theft detected within moments; 

the ant's antics were captured in a video that quickly (5) ___ viral after it was posted to 

YouTube. 

 In the video clip, piles of very small diamonds can be seen on a desk blotter. The camera 

zooms in and focuses on an unusual flurry of activity near a corner of the blotter, revealing an 

ant hurrying away with a diamond grasped firmly in (6) ___ mandibles. At the (7) ___ least, 

the determined insect deserves points for its confidence — the diamond appears to be nearly as 

big as the ant's own body. For about 47 seconds, the camera follows the ant as it carries its 

glittering prize across the table. Sometimes the ant forges forward with the diamond, and 

sometimes the insect reverses direction and drags the diamond behind it. 

 Though diamonds are certainly unusual items for an ant to target, the industrious insects 

are well-known for their foraging behavior, and those that live in colonies often collect items 

to bring back to their nests, said Helen McCreery, a researcher with the Department of 

Integrative Biology at Michigan State University. 

 "It's not unusual for ants to carry objects that outweigh them. I've seen ants drag things 

well over 100 (8) ___ their mass — they are very strong," she told Live Science. 

In general, when foraging ants pick something up, it's usually a piece of food, McCreery said. 

Ants may also carry materials to incorporate (9) ___ their homes, but it's not very likely that 

this ant had an engineering purpose in mind for the diamond. The more probable explanation is 

that there was a substance coating the gem, which (10) ___ the ant think it was something 

edible. 

 It was also surprising to see that the ant was able to grasp something as slick as a 

diamond, though the gem's shape may have made it easier (11) ___  the ant to grip it between 

its jaws, she added. 
https://www.livescience.com/63383-ant-stealing-diamond.html 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLLW7s2R4Ss
https://www.livescience.com/5363-ants-forage-haphazardly.html
https://www.livescience.com/7087-ants-store-fat-lean-times.html
https://www.livescience.com/63383-ant-stealing-diamond.html
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II. Read the article below about a language. Some of the lines contain an unnecessary 

word, which does not fit into the sentence. If there is an unnecessary word in a line, 

write it next to the appropriate number on your answer sheet. If the line is correct, put a 

tick () next to the appropriate number on your answer sheet. There are two examples 

(0, 00) at the beginning.  

 

'Māori has gone mainstream': the resurgence of New Zealand's te reo language 

Max Smitheram, 54, has attempted it to learn te reo Māori (the Māori language)  (0)   it  

on numerous occasions, but he has never stuck with it – until now. (00)    

Smitheram attends to free weekly classes and practises at home with his (12)_____ 

Uruguayan partner, who is also learning the language. “I had a longstanding wish to (13)_____ 

learn Māori. It is really interesting to have the opportunity to understand that different (14)_____ 

ways of the thinking and understand more about my home,” said Smitheram, an (15)_____ 

environmental planner. “It is a significant part of the heritage and an identity (16)_____ 

of New Zealand.” Smitherham is not alone. Te reo is undergoing through a revival (17)_____ 

in New Zealand, with jam-packed classes and waiting lists now even common. (18)_____ 

Māori language teachers from Auckland in the North Island to Dunedin and (19)_____ 

Invercargill in the South say they are unable to meet and demand for their (20)_____ 

services and free classes routinely draw back hundreds of students. John McCaffery, (21)_____ 

a language of expert at the University of Auckland School of Education, (22)_____ 

says the language is thriving it, with other indigenous peoples travelling to (23)_____ 

New Zealand to learn how Māori has been made such a striking comeback. “It has (24)_____ 

been really dramatic: although in the past three years in particular, Māori has gone (25)_____ 

mainstream,” he said. “What we’re seeing is a clear indication that the (26)_____ 

language’s status and prestige have risen dramatically and every research shows that (27)_____ 

is why one of the key indicators of whether children and young people will be (28)_____ 

interested and committed to learning it.” According to Statistics New Zealand, (29)_____ 

the proportion of Māori people able to hold on an everyday conversation in (30)_____ 

te reo has decreased 3.7% between 1996 and 2013. But anecdotal evidence (31)_____ 

suggests numbers of non-Māori speakers of the language are rising, besides young 

Māori adults and professionals, who would not have been captured in the last census. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/28/google-disney-maori-new-zealand 
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III. Read the text below about Airbnb. Use the words in brackets to form words that fit in 

the gaps. Write one word only in each gap. Write the word next to the appropriate 

number on your answer sheet. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 

 

Airbnb invited people to spend a night in the Great Wall of China but China objects 

   

 The Great Wall of China is often considered to be one of the most (0)   wonderful  

(wonder) achievements of the modern world. It’s a(n) (32) ___ (believe) accomplishment in 

(33) ___ (engine) and construction, and it holds a lot of cultural (34) ___ (signify) for the people 

of China. Airbnb recently planned to celebrate (or exploit?) the Wall’s (35) ___ (icon) nature 

by inviting people to enter a contest for the opportunity to spend a night inside one of the wall’s 

many towers. China is (36) ___ (appear) not happy about that. 

 According to Airbnb, the company  had applied  for  permission  to hold what it called 

a(n) “(37) ___ (reside) lodging event” in one of the (38) ___ (history) towers. The company 

claims it received the thumbs up from the powers that be and that’s when it began planning and 

promoting the event. China says it doesn’t know what Airbnb is talking about. Oops! 

Chinese (39) ___ (office) put the (40) ___ (damp) on the would-be festivities while also 

claiming that Airbnb never actually applied for permission to hold the event in the first place. 

Airbnb, for its part, remains steadfast that it had a deal in place, but they’re backing down 

anyway. 

 “We were excited to promote the Great Wall and Chinese cultural (41) ___ (heir) with 

our Night At The Great Wall and while there was a(n) (42) ___ (agree) in place that was the 

basis for the (43) ___ (announce) of this event, we deeply respect the feedback we have 

received,” Airbnb said in a statement. “We have made the decision to not move forward with 

this event and instead we are working on a range of other experiences and (44) ___ (initiate) 

that showcase China as a destination and highlight how people-to-people travel can drive 

human connections.” 

 In a statement announcing the (45) ___ (cancel) of the event, the company goes on to 

say it is “sorry for any (46) ___ (appoint) caused.” 

For what it’s worth, Airbnb’s plans for the special event did actually look kind of neat. 

 
https://bgr.com/2018/08/10/airbnb-great-wall-of-china-contest-cancelled/ 

  

https://bgr.com/2018/08/10/airbnb-great-wall-of-china-contest-cancelled/
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IV. Read the following article about brainy crows and choose the verb form that fits best 

in the gap. Write the letter of the chosen form next to the appropriate number on your 

answer sheet. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 

 

Brainy Crows Trained to Pick Up Trash at Theme Park 

A team of trained birds will really clean up at a French theme park, where they will collect and 

discard cigarette butts and other bits of trash.  Six rooks (0) _A_  to work this week picking up 

litter at Puy du Fou, a park that features period villages and gardens, the Agence France-Presse 

reported. The avian trash collectors were raised in captivity and trained by C. Gaborit, a falconer 

and project manager with the park's Academy of Falconry, so you (47) ___ that the birds got 

their job through crow-nyism. Gaborit (48) ___ the rooks by something he saw 20 years ago: a 

group of wild ravens sifting through natural litter in a field, Puy du Fou representatives wrote 

in a blog post. If corvids, the family that includes crows, ravens and rooks, (49) ___ materials 

in their habitat, perhaps they (50) ___ litter left behind by humans, Gaborit explained. He  

(51) ___ his first pair of trash-collecting rooks in 2000, with a little help from a special cabinet: 

when the birds deposited trash in the drawer, a second compartment (52) ___ them with a tasty 

treat, according to the blog post. (53) ___ this action led the rooks to associate rubbish removal 

with food, though they (54) ___ their trainer (55) ___ bits of wood in the box, Gaborit said. 

While a winged cleanup crew (56) ___ the most efficient method for keeping a large park litter-

free in the future, the sight of the busy rooks will hopefully teach visitors (57) ___  their trash. 
https://www.livescience.com/63320-crows-pick-up-trash-theme-park.html 

 

(0) A are expected to get B is expected to get  

 C are expected getting D expected to get 

 

(47) A say B have to say 

 C might say D can as well say 

(48) A was inspired to recruit B has been inspired for recruiting 

 C was inspired for recruiting D has been inspired to recruit 

(49) A was already inclined towards sorting B had already been inclined to sorting 

 C were already inclined to sort D has already been inclined to sort 

(50) A could have been trained to identify B could be trained to identify 

 C might be trained for identifying D may be trained for identifying 

(51) A had risen and trained B raised and trained 

 C could raise and trained D rose and trained 

(52) A could open in reward for B opened as a reward to 

 C would open for rewarding D would be opened to reward  

(53) A When repeating B Repeated 

 C Repeating D After repeating 

(54) A should sometimes try tricking B sometimes tried for tricking 

 C had sometimes tried to trick D would sometimes try to trick 

(55) A with dropping B dropped 

 C by dropping D with dropped  

(56) A must not have been B  has been 

 C is not D may not be 

(57) A to be careful about where they dispose of B to be careful where to dispose 

 C being careful about where to dispose D being careful where to dispose of 

  

https://www.afp.com/en/news/2265/intelligent-crows-pick-litter-french-theme-park-doc-18a3vm1
https://blog.puydufou.com/2018/08/08/une-escouade-de-corbeaux-nettoyeurs-au-grand-parc/
https://www.livescience.com/63320-crows-pick-up-trash-theme-park.html
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V. Read this text about parenting and decide which word (A–P) best fits each numbered gap. 

There are two extra answers that do not fit into any of the gaps. Write the letter of your choice 

next to the appropriate number on your answer sheet. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 

Is Alloparenting The Secret Of Loving Motherhood? 

In her article Secrets of a Maya Supermom: What Parenting Books Don’t Tell You, Michaeleen 

Doucleff explores modern, Western parenting in the (0)__F___ of world cultures. Her 

conclusions? The way we raise our children — from cry-it-out sleep training to weekend travel 

soccer leagues for second graders to (58) ___ our kids at crowded amusement parks in an effort 

to have wholesome family fun — is highly unusual as compared to most of the world. And one 

of her most striking observations comes at the article’s conclusion: “Never,” she (59) ___ a 

historian, “have mothers been so burdened by motherhood.” 

Don’t get us wrong: We feel we can safely speak for all women living in Western (60) ___ 

democracies by saying that parenting is our greatest joy. It’s just that the way we do it (61) ___ 

us uniquely. And that’s mainly because we do it on our own. 

“In our culture,” writes Doucleff, “there’s a lingering belief that the ideal family structure 

for kids is a stay-at-home mom who (62) ___ her full attention to the kids.” Even if she works 

full-time, when she’s on parenting duty, “the result is a mom (63) ___ in an apartment or a 

single-family home—which are both essentially boxes — raising children, alone.” 

This is not the way parenting was done throughout history, nor is it the norm for the rest of 

the globe. “Up until about 150 years ago, households were much larger and included extended 

family members and sometimes paid help,” Doucleff writes. “Human children didn’t (64) ___ 

in a nuclear family. Instead, for hundreds of thousands of years, kids have been brought up with 

a slew of people — grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings... an extended family — which could 

(65) ___ biological relatives but also neighbors, close friends or paid help.” 

Anthropologists call these extra sets of caregiving hands alloparents (66) ___ from the 

ancient Greek word “allo,” meaning “other”). Today, modern moms may join each other for 

limited amounts of time at (67) ___ gathering spots (playgrounds, preschools, paint–your-own 

pottery studios), but they generally go back to their boxes with their kids — who may or may 

not then get to watch two more hours of YouTube slime videos — alone. 

In other parts of the world, on the other hand, “cultures (68) ___ alloparents key to raising 

children.” Doucleff (69) ___ family homes in Mayan areas of Mexico, for example, as “porous”. 

There, “moms value and embrace alloparents… all sorts of ‘allomoms’ flow in and out. When 

a woman has a baby, other mothers work together to make sure she can take a break each day 

to take a shower and eat meals, without having to hold the baby. Aunts, grandmas, neighbors 

and older children all  pitch in and work together without the awkwardness of a favor trade, to 

collaboratively raise kids. This,  in itself, is an acknowledgement of how much work it really 

(70) ___. 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/is-alloparenting-the-secret-to-loving-

motherhood_us_5b3bb0f3e4b0a0a28cfbc1b4 

 

A) exhausts B) risks C) devotes D) include 

E) designated F) context G) evolve H) created 

I) derived J) takes K) quotes L) describes 

M) unleashing N) stuck O) consider P) industrialized 

  



Angol nyelv I-II. kategória Név:     Évf.:       Oszt.: 

OKTV 2018/2019 7 1. forduló 

VI. Read the text about a new discovery and choose the best sentences (A–H) from the list 

below to fill each of the numbered gaps. There is one extra sentence that does not fit into 

any of the gaps. Write the letter of your choice next to the appropriate number on your 

answer sheet. There is one example (0) right at the beginning. 

Barbarian DNA from European cemeteries reveals secrets of mysterious ancient society 

(0)__C__ Europe underwent a massive upheaval from the 3rd to the 10th centuries as the 

Western Roman Empire collapsed and barbarian groups flooded into the region. While the 

names of these groups are remembered, the lack of reliable written accounts means our 

knowledge of them is limited and must be pieced together from the archaeological remains 

scattered across the region. (71)_____ Cemeteries unearthed across central Europe confirm 

historical accounts of the Longobards’ progress across the region, but they tell experts little 

about this ancient society. 

In a new paper published in the journal Nature Communications, an international research group 

has attempted to improve this situation by delving into the genetic code of these barbarian 

invaders. (72)_____ The remains were buried in a precise manner, often with artefacts, and the 

scientists thought that analysing the DNA of these groups would help them understand the logic 

behind these elaborate arrangements. What they found surprised them. The different types of 

genetic data they obtained seemed to match very distinct groups of people within the cemetery. 

(73)_____ Meanwhile, those bodies buried without masses of grave goods had genomes that 

more closely resembled southern Europeans. “This appears to suggest that these particular 

communities contained a mix of individuals with different genetic backgrounds, that they were 

aware of these differences, and that it likely influenced their social identity,” said Professor 

Patrick Geary. 

(74)_____ “Our current results are consistent with the idea of barbarians migrating from north 

of Danube and east of the Rhine, which would suggest we are observing the invasions 

previously described by the Romans,” said Dr Krishna Veeramah. “It is also likely that social 

organisation was based around large high-status male biological kinship groups, and these were 

key to establishing communities following the migration into Italy.” (75)_____ “It looks like 

both these cemeteries organised themselves around one or two large groups of biologically 

related kin, with the vast majority of these individuals being men,” said Dr Veeramah. Having 

established a team that covers many disciplines, the researchers want to use their skills to 

investigate more ancient burial sites and learn about family and social structures from the distant 

past. “(76)_____ This is hopefully just the beginning of our work,” said Professor Geary. 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/archaeology/barbarian-dna-italy-hungary-cemeteries-ancient-

rome-a8532796.html 

A) They examined two graves, one in present-day Hungary and the other in northern Italy, 

both containing a few dozen bodies. 

B) The discovery of these two different groups appears to confirm the theory that the 

Longobards migrated to the region from central or northern Europe, while the southern 

population were probably local residents. 

C) DNA recovered from 6th century graves has offered an unprecedented insight into a 

largely mysterious period of ancient history. 

D) Those buried in their finery, surrounded by extravagant grave goods like swords and 

shields for men and jewellery for women had genetic ancestry commonly found in 

modern northern and central Europeans. 

E) However, this turned out to be a false assumption. 

F) There are thousands of medieval cemeteries out there for us to look at. 

G) Their analysis found evidence of family relationships stretching back generations, with 

related individuals buried together in groups. 

H) One group, the Longobards, also known as the Lombards, ruled huge swathes of Italy for 

at least 200 years after invading from what is now Hungary. 
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VII. Read the text below about getting US citizenship and decide which answer (A, B, C 

or D) best fits each space. Write the letter of your choice next to the appropriate number 

on your answer sheet. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 
 

I never wanted to be American – but I’ve begun to feel the urge 

 

 It was a shock, recently, to realise I can apply to become a US citizen next year – the 

(0) _A__ five years after getting my green card – and, to my much greater surprise, I discovered 

I actually want to. I’ve never wanted or needed an American passport. Besides which, I’ve 

always been vaguely neurotic about the downsides to (77) __ citizenship: primarily, the 

question of what happens when you get kidnapped in a third country and neither of the countries 

where you (78) __ citizenship regards you as squarely their responsibility. It’s just a question 

of bureaucracy, I told myself; a green card is (79) __ protection in these anti-immigrant times, 

and the idea of my children having inalienable (80) __  rights where I don’t is chilling. Handy 

things come with citizenship, too, of course: voting, the opportunity to get arrested without 

being deported, smoother passage through JFK. All of these things (81) __ sense to me 

intellectually, but failed to explain a weird fact: that the moment the prospect of getting a blue 

passport arose, I found myself completely thrilled by it. Not just thrilled but inclined, suddenly, 

to look at America differently. I have lived in the US for 10 years, and not only never considered 

it home, but tended most of the time to disparage it. And I don’t mean the kind of affectionate 

disparagement most British people here reserve for home. Brits I know in New York tend to 

talk about the UK as a silly little country, with its underpowered prime minister, (82) __ being 

fairly certain (83) __ its basic superiority. I criticised the US not in this way – lightly, from a 

distance, with an underlying love – but instead often with vehement dislike. 

 It’s corrosive to live in a country one purports to dislike, (84) __ when one’s children 

sound like Americans. (Well, almost. They’re (85) __ to the correct pronunciation of “bath” at 

the moment, although I have lost the battle on “water” and “can’t”.) And yet the second the 

chance to get a passport came up, I found myself not only grateful to the place but, for the first 

time, invested in it. You can give up your green card and go home, but citizenship, even after 

moving, feels irrevocable. I should have known it wasn’t (86) __ a question of paperwork. 

Years ago, a member of the South African consulate in London suggested I apply for a South 

African passport – my mother was South African before naturalizing as British – (87) __ to 

moving to Johannesburg for six months and I found myself recoiling. Yuck, I thought; I did not 

want to be a white holder of a South African passport, even in this day and (88) __.These things 

are emotional, and they creep up on you (89) __. At a beach on Long Island this weekend, I 

noted the huge American flag affixed to a neighbouring beach hut and felt a familiar surge of 

scorn, before finding it checked by some other impulse. Not national pride, obviously (I haven’t 

completely (90) __ my mind), but the small, satisfying sense of being implicated. 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/01/american-us-citizenship 

 

(0)  A.  statutory B, legal C. status D. statistical 

(77) A. double B. duplicate C. dual D. second 

(78) A. keep B. take C. hold D. apply 

(79) A. inadequate B. illegal C. unaccounted D. unruly 

(80) A. living B. residency C. stationary D. homing 

(81) A. took B. gave C. held D. made 

(82) A. so B. while C. neither D. therefore 

(83) A. on B. of C. to D. in 

(84) A. particularly B. however C. no matter D. consequently 

(85) A. reaching B. aiming C. holding D. clinging 

(86) A. promptly B. merely C. likely D. hardly 

(87) A. as B. according C. prior D. opposed 

(88) A. night B. time C. life D. age 

(89) A. unawares B. unconscious C. unlike D. unable 

(90) A. made B. set C. lost D. turned  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/01/american-us-citizenship
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VIII. Read these short extracts of reviews about the film The Darkest Hour and the 

questions that follow. Then match the reviews (A, B, C and D) with the questions, 

according to the text. Write the letter of your choice next to the appropriate number on 

your answer sheet. There is one example (0) at the beginning. 

A. 

Conveniently arriving in the wake of one of the biggest and best-received films of the year, 

Dunkirk, Darkest Hour shows what was simultaneously going on in the halls of power on the 

other side of the Channel while Britain’s armed forces were on the verge of being wiped out in 

May 1940. The public appetite for all things Churchillian has certainly been increased of late 

due to the great success of Netflix’s series The Crown and John Lithgow’s vastly entertaining 

performance as the significantly older Sir Winston in his waning years of power. The far more 

slim and slight Gary Oldman is certainly not the first person one would think of to cast in the 

role, but he throws himself into the part with vigor and enthusiasm and you have to hand it to 

an actor who can convincingly play both Sid Vicious and, with the assistance of some pretty 

wondrous prosthetic makeup, Winston Churchill in the course of his career. The important 

supporting performances are one-dimensional but well handled. Ronald Pickup is right on the 

nose playing the dying Chamberlain, while Kristin Scott Thomas breezes into a few scenes to 

show how completely Churchill’s wife Clemmie understood her often difficult but brilliant 

husband. Production values are solid, although Dario Marianelli’s score is intrusive in many 

instances, laying on the obvious when less could have been more. The film’s actual depiction 

of Dunkirk is limited to one shot of dozens of boats sailing away from the white cliffs toward 

France, and there is nothing in this film remotely as exceptional as the jaw-dropping take Wright 

pulled off in Atonement that evoked the experience of Dunkirk in a single extended shot.  

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/review/darkest-hour-review-1034823 

B. 

When it comes to magnetic, complicated historical figures that TV and film love to depict, few 

hold up to the British Bulldog himself, Winston Churchill. The man has benefited from a long 

history of screen depictions. Now it’s Gary Oldman’s turn, and the Oscar-thirsty thespian has 

teamed up with Joe Wright (Atonement) for Darkest Hour, a compelling if overly simplistic 

dive into the man no one trusted to save the Kingdom. All the political infighting and wartime 

drama is just window dressing for Oldman’s performance as Churchill, and it’s one for the 

books. While it’s Oldman’s show through and through, the supporting cast gamely accompanies 

him on this journey through the halls of Parliament and the Cabinet war rooms. Kristin Scott 

Thomas shines as the supportive cipher Clementine Churchill, hiding her resentment at being 

thrust into public life behind a stiff upper lip and a stiffer drink. However, Lily James, as 

Churchill’s secretary Elizabeth Layton, gets even less to do than the rest in Winston’s 

considerable orbit, mostly sitting around making starry eyes at Churchill as he makes history. 

That feeling of gawking with adoration at history in the making is the impression Wright instills 

most throughout Darkest Hour. Cinematographer Bruno Delbonnel makes a meal out of what’s 

ostensibly an elevated chamber drama, lighting Downing Street and Parliament with looming 

shadows and smoky shafts of light to convey the sheer scale of these austere locales. Darkest 

Hour does have its flaws, mostly in that it arrives on the back of so many other haughty, 

costume-heavy WWII dramas before it. 

https://consequenceofsound.net/2017/11/film-review-darkest-hour/ 

C. 

Joe Wright’s Churchill-finds-his-mojo drama Darkest Hour is an epic of loin girding, a 

spectacle of a man and a nation psyching each other up for the terrible fight ahead. It’s a rousing 

wiki-deep summary of the gist of Winston Churchill’s first month in power, from his 

assumption of the office of prime minister to his delivery of the second most famous to-arms 

speech in British history. Wright’s film is fleet but not especially thoughtful, wholly convincing 

in its production design, and in one crucial sense something rare: Here’s a war movie about 

rhetoric rather than battle scenes. Other than a couple of lavish shots of the front, the film is 

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/review/darkest-hour-review-1034823
http://www.consequenceofsound.net/tag/gary-oldman/
http://www.consequenceofsound.net/tag/joe-wright/
http://www.consequenceofsound.net/tag/kristin-scott-thomas/
http://www.consequenceofsound.net/tag/kristin-scott-thomas/
http://www.consequenceofsound.net/tag/lily-james/
https://consequenceofsound.net/2017/11/film-review-darkest-hour/
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confined to London, mostly interiors. Wright frequently isolates his Churchill in the center of 

the frame, surrounded entirely by darkness, these striking compositions emphasizing a sense of 

the end pressing in on the man and his country but also a flare of hope, a beacon in the black. 

The film’s at its best when we’re watching Churchill command and inveigh and clash with his 

rivals. Its low points, curiously, are also his, the moments when it seems that he’s been 

outmaneuvered by Chamberlain and company, when Britain seems on the cusp of seeking terms 

with Hitler. There’s little drama here, as anyone interested enough to see the film certainly 

knows the outcome. To get the prime minister in the mood to give the speeches that will reveal 

Britain’s resolve, Wright thrusts Churchill among the people, setting him loose in the non-secret 

Underground. On a Tube train Churchill quizzes everyday Londoners about whether their island 

nation should fight the evil that has swallowed Europe — or whether they should politely 

consent to be swallowed, too.  

https://www.villagevoice.com/2017/11/20/darkest-hour-finds-gary-oldman-in-full-roar-as-britains-last-lion/- 

 

D. 

If Churchill could not persuade his colleagues to fight on, through a failure of either fighting 

spirit or oratory, the embryonic self-image of our indomitable little island standing alone in 

freedom’s cause — which has shaped us all the way to Brexit — would have died in the womb. 

No one could deny that so colossal a fork in the road is a compelling subject for a film. What 

you can argue with is the rabbit-from-a-hat plot device conjured by director Joe Wright and 

writer Anthony McCarten to haul Churchill back from the brink and restore the bulldog 

resilience. For the 100 minutes before a convenient traffic jam sends him waddling out of a 

limo to finish the journey to Parliament by Tube, Darkest Hour is a workmanlike biopic rescued 

from mediocrity partly by the quality of its aerial chiaroscuro-fixated cinematography (light 

shafting through windows into wood-panelled gloom) but primarily by the performances. As 

Clementine Churchill, Kristin Scott Thomas melds waspish infuriation and maternal warmth. 

Perplexity about her lack of screen time soon fades: she and a strong supporting cast reduced 

to cameo players because this film’s primary intent is to monetise the stockpiling of Oldman’s 

trophy cabinet. He deserves it for salvaging Darkest Hour from the plughole of “meh”, 

laconically capturing the conflictions that make Churchill a timelessly fascinating figure. What 

compromises Darkest Hour more than the underpowered, clunkily expository script is the 

invented scene in which Churchill canvasses his astounded fellow Underground travellers about 

whether to sue for peace. One and all, they are for fighting on. We are asked to believe that only 

a mythical traffic jam prevented Churchill raising the white flag. 

https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/film/darkest-hour-review-an-effective-vehicle-for-gary-oldmans-talent-

a3738421.html 

Which review suggests that... 

Oldman would like to win the Oscar for his performance ? (0) __B__ 

there is a very unrealistic scene in the film?  (91) _____ 

Oldman was an unusual choice for the leading role? (92) _____ 

Churchill’s character has been portrayed by many actors over the years? (93) _____ 

Mrs Churchill should have more presence in the film? (94) _____ 

the music should be more low-key? (95) _____ 

the film holds no historical surprises for viewers? (96) _____ 

the camera work is exaggerated? (97) _____ 

the film would be rather average without its excellent cast ? (98) _____ 

the film is unusual as it depicts war through talking rather than fighting? (99) _____ 

the director included a more spectacular scene in a previous film? (100) _____ 

https://www.villagevoice.com/2017/11/20/darkest-hour-finds-gary-oldman-in-full-roar-as-britains-last-lion/
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/brexit
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/kristen-scott-thomas
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/film/darkest-hour-review-an-effective-vehicle-for-gary-oldmans-talent-a3738421.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/film/darkest-hour-review-an-effective-vehicle-for-gary-oldmans-talent-a3738421.html
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