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Welcome to the Listening component of OKTV. 

The listening material is recorded on this CD, and the tasks and instructions are printed 

in your test booklet. 

There will be three tasks, and the recordings will be played twice. Before listening to 

each recording, you will be given some time to read the instructions and to look at the 

task in your test booklet. Remember that the instructions are not read out to you in this 

test. 

Please note that the first item in each task, marked with a tick (), is always an example. 

The whole test is about 30 minutes long. 

 

 

 

 
   (YOUR CODE) 
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TASK 1 
 
 In this section you will hear a report about an important British 

invention. 
 Your task will be to give short answers to the questions below. 
 First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will play 

the whole recording in one piece. 
 Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this time 

we will play the text in shorter sections to give you enough time to write 
down your answers. 

 
 

 What was the program about that Trevor Baylis watched in 1993? 

………...….The spread of AIDS in Africa.………..…….………....…………………. 

1. What was it that made radios too expensive or too diffucult to use in many regions? 

…....……………………………………… …………………………………………………….. 

2. What was the mechnanism he experimented with in his workshop similar to? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………..……...… 

3. In what kind of things was the clockwork mechanical system used until very recently? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………….……… 

4. What is the key part in the clockwork mechanism? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………..……...… 

5. What was really unique about Baylis’s wind-up radio? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………..…...…… 

6. Why did manufaturers reject Baylis’s invention at first? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………….……… 

7. What role did the BBC play in the success of the invention? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………..…...…… 

8. What role did Mr. Appelbaum and the Liberty Group play in the success of the invention? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………..……...… 

9. What role did Rory Stear play in the success of the invention? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………..……...… 

10. What four other inventions were named among the 50 greatest British inventions? 

……………..…………………………………………………………………………..…...…… 
 

 

That is the end of Task 1. 
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TASK 2 
 
 In this section you will hear a report about a typical day in the life of 

Mark Zuckerberg, the founder and owner of Facebook. 
 Your task will be to circle the letter(s) of the correct answer(s) in the 

boxes on the right. Please note that in this task both answers may be 
correct. However, there is always at least one correct answer. This 
means you might have to circle one or two letters. 

 First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will play 
the whole recording in one piece. 

 After a very short silent period, we will play the recording in one piece 
again for the second time. 

 
 
 Mark Zuckerberg … 

A) is in his early thirties. 

B) runs a social media company. 
 
11. Mark makes a point of … 

A) avoiding unnecessary decisions in his life. 

B) setting himself very high targets. 
 
12. His morning routine always includes … 

A) checking his social media platforms. 

B) some physical exercise. 
 
13. Mark has a dog that … 

A) he never goes running without. 

B) has spectacular hair. 
 
14. What he eats for breakfast depends on his … 

A) mood. 

B) wife. 
 
15. At work, he usually wears … 

A) the same kind of clothes every day. 

B) the Facebook uniform. 
 
16. He … 

A) spends 50-60 hours a week in his office at Facebook. 

B) practically works continually. 
 
17. His own social media channels are partly managed by ... 

A) a special team. 

B) himself. 
 
18. In 2015, he decided to. ... 

A) start learning Chinese. 

B) read a new book every two weeks. 
 
19. Zuckerberg ... 

A) has met President Obama. 

B) said he might be interested in a political career in the future. 
 
20. After their first daughter was born, ... 

A) Mark took a two-month parental leave. 

B) Mark’s wife took a two-month parental leave. 
 

That is the end of TASK 2. 
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TASK 3 

 In this section, you will hear the soundtrack of a British government 
safety video about what you should do in the event of a terror attack 
abroad. 

 Your task will be to complete the sentences with two words in each 
sentence. Please use the exact words that you hear in the recording. 

 First, you will have some time to study the task, and then we will 
play the whole recording in one piece. 

 Then, you will hear the recording again, but this time we will play the 
text in shorter sections to give you enough time to write down your 
answers. 

 
 

 The introduction compares this educational tool to ……airline......   

…...safety……videos. 
 

21. The clip describes a(n) .................................   ................................. in an imaginary hotel. 
 

22. At the beginning of the film the announcer points out that being prepared and knowing 

how to respond may save lives in the .................................   ................................. of a 

terrorist act. 
 

23. The announcer claims that the film will provide you with simple and .................................   

................................. on what you should do if such an incident happens. 
 

24. If you hear gunshots, consider and examine what your .................................   

................................. may be. 
 

25. If you decide to make a run for it, you should act quickly, leaving your 

.................................   ................................., and insisting that others should follow you. 
 

26. Wherever you go, you should always contemplate your exits and .................................   

................................. . 
 

27. It is essential that you should avoid .................................   ................................. and 

bottlenecks. 
 

28. The best places to hide are places that have a strong .................................   

................................. between you and the assailant. 
 

29. You shouldn’t do anything that could ............................   ............................ your hiding 

place. 
 

30. When the police arrive, they will deal with .................................   ................................. 

first. 
 

31. When talking to the police, make sure that you don’t make any .................................   

................................. or gestures. 
 

32. The police may ask for details about the building, the attackers and any 

.................................. and ................................. . 
 

 
That is the end of TASK 3, and also the end of the Listening exam. 
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TASK 1 

Find the one word that fits into all three sentences (a, b and c). Write the word on the Answer 

line. Note: the form of the word is identical for all three gaps. There is an example (0) at the 

beginning. 

0)  

a) There’s no point in raising the matter again; I have no intention of changing my ___. 

b) She has worked there for ten years and she thinks she should have been offered a better 

___ in the company by now. 

c) The airline’s financial ___ is healthier now than it has been for many years. 

Answer: 

 

1. 

a) Although often seen as little more than pests by green-fingered enthusiasts, some experts 

argue that ___ populations are not necessarily a bad thing for gardeners. 

b) Since at least 2011, the CIA and FBI have been investigating the possibility that a ____ 

leaked privileged information about US agents to China. 

c)  Barbara always thought that the ____ on her face was standing in the way of her becoming a 

model, so finally she decided to have it removed. 
 

Answer: ________________________________________ 

 

2.  

a) Queen Elizabeth II arrived to open parliament in a shiny new state ____ — a piece of history 

on wheels, which is the product of a decade of work. 

b) Our company has introduced some serious cost-cutting measures. Even the executives are 

flying ____ these days. 

c) The Bentons seem to have money to burn. They have hired a university professor to ____ 

their 6-year-old daughter in French. 
 

Answer: ________________________________________ 

 

3. 

a) The two finalists in the song contest got the same amount of votes, so to break the ____ they 

had to sing one more song to a jury of five members.  

b) After long discussions with both families, Martha and Patrick decided to ____ the knot at St 

Martin-in-the-Fields. 

c) The Wimbledon party is a black- ____ event, where you can see the players dressed to the 

nines.  
 

Answer: ________________________________________ 

 

4. 

a) Lots of local companies went ____ after oil prices went up because they could no longer 

compete with cheap Chinese products. 

b) The marble ____ of Mozart stolen from a renowned art collector has been recovered intact.  

c) Three Australians jailed following a $500 million cocaine drug ____ are expected to spend 

six weeks behind bars before being extradited from Serbia. 
 

Answer: ________________________________________ 

position 

https://www.google.hu/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBxaPXk-nYAhVTnRQKHTaBCVcQFggqMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stmartin-in-the-fields.org%2Flife-st-martins%2Fweddings-other-services%2F&usg=AOvVaw0-DzFNLf74eGtLmfpTVMJA
https://www.google.hu/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBxaPXk-nYAhVTnRQKHTaBCVcQFggqMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stmartin-in-the-fields.org%2Flife-st-martins%2Fweddings-other-services%2F&usg=AOvVaw0-DzFNLf74eGtLmfpTVMJA
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5. 

a) Having lost almost all his money, with a heavy sigh Tom placed his last ____ on 22, his lucky 

number, and closed his eyes as the croupier span the ball. 

b) Don’t drink from that mug, there is a ____ in it. You might cut your lips. 

c) My childhood friend Ken is a nice guy, but he has a real ____ on his shoulder because he 

never got a place at university. 
 

Answer: ________________________________________ 
 

 

 

TASK 2 

In each group of three expressions, there is one which does NOT fit the context. Circle the letter 

of this expression in the column on the right. Remember to circle the letter of the WRONG 

expression, as in the example (0). 

 

With a theatrical flourish, a leather-bound document is placed in front of 

you. Inside, the pages bear a tight italicised script and 0. A)  you happen 

to come to  B) your eyes are drawn to C) you are  beguiled by a couple 

of items that are embellished with flamboyant descriptions. Then you 

turn to the waiter and order. Hopefully a delicious meal is now on its 

way, but what 1. A) was the reason you chose B) triggered you choose 

C) led you to choose the food you did?  

   You may not realise it, but the menu probably played a far greater role 

than you’d 2. A) stipulate B) assume C) credit. These days restaurant 

menus are sophisticated marketing tools that 3. A) don’t fail to push B) 

can nudge C) unerringly prompt customers towards certain choices. 4. 

A) “Even the binding around B) “Nevertheless the front page of C) 

“Among other things, the colour scheme of the menu is passing us 

important messages about the kind of experience we 5) A) are about B) 

are looking forward to C) anticipate  having,” explains Charles 

Spence, a professor in experimental psychology at the University of 

Oxford. There is now an entire industry known as “menu engineering”, 

6. A) dedicated to B) focusing on C) endeavouring at designing 

menus that encourage the customers to spend more and make them want 

to come back for 7. A) a second helping B) some more exquisite 

treatment C) another flavoursome exposure.      
   Perhaps the first thing a customer will notice about a menu is its 

weight. Heavier menus 8. A) have been shown to suggest B) have been 

found to radiate the impression C) tend to imply that they are in a 

more upscale establishment where they might expect high levels of 

service. 9. A) The letter type used in the menu B) The font the menu 

is written in C) The font the menu is inscribed on can convey similar 

messages; for instance an italic typeface conveys an impression of 

quality. “Giving dishes descriptive names can increase sales by up to 

27%”, explains Spence. This becomes particularly effective if the 

description 10. A) makes some reference to the origin of B) includes 

the underlying foundation of C) attaches some provenance to the 

ingredients – “Grandma’s home-baked zucchini cookies” sound much 

more appealing than “courgette biscuits”. 

 

0     A     B     C 

 

 

 

1     A     B     C 

 

 

2     A     B     C 

3     A     B     C 

4     A     B     C 

 

 

5     A     B     C 

 

 

 

6     A     B     C 

   

7     A     B     C 

 

 

8     A     B     C 

 

 

9     A     B     C 

 

 

 

 

10     A     B     C 

(http://www.bbc.com) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0278431915001711
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0278431915001711
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0278431915001711
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0278431915001711
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0010880401810119
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TASK 3 

Circle the letter of the word which best fits the sentence. There is an example (0) at the 

beginning. 
 

(0) The loquacious coach suddenly became ___-lipped when asked about Ms Wilson. 

     a. bottom    b. tight   c. parched  d. cleft 
 

1. We went back to our table to finish off the champagne, but by then it had gone ____. 

 

 a. dead   b. dull   c. limp   d. flat 
 

2. A 2-minute-long ____ containing 108 shots at the 2013 Badminton World Championship is 

probably the best I have ever seen. 
 

 a. shuttle  b. rally   c. ride   d. taxi 
 

3. According to a survey by social psychologists, 98% of us have suffered from ____ love at one 

time or another, no matter how hard we tried to get the attention of our love interest. 

 

 a. unrequited  b. unsolicited  c. unexchanged d. unsought 
 

4. Although Jim tried to pay his wife a compliment, she decided to ____ his words as an insult. 

 

 a. confer  b. construe  c. contrive  d. concoct 
 

5. Kate managed to land herself a ____ job at a film production company and now she gets to 

meet movie stars on a daily basis while earning a fortune. 
  

 a. lemon  b. pear   c. grape  d. plum  
 

6. The Bradys were very disappointed in the court’s decision and they decided to ____ against 

their son’s imprisonment. 
  

 a. appeal  b. arise  c. claim  d. invoke 
 

7. If Arsenal lose another match, they could be ____ from the Premier League. 
  

 a. declassed  b. designated  c. relegated  d. relocated 
 

8. Kelly went to the blind date a bit reluctantly, but to her great relief a tall, well ____ man in a 

suit was waiting for her.  
  

 a. pruned  b. groomed  c. polished  d. collected 
 

9. Method actors like Daniel Day-Lewis often stay in ____ even when they are off camera. For 

his role in My Left Foot, Day-Lewis did not leave his wheelchair, speak coherently, or even 

feed himself for the entire filming.  
  

 a. character  b. acting  c. role   d. figure 
 

10. We warned my brother not to have all his ____ in one basket, but he bought bitcoin with 

every penny he had. 
  

 a. bottles  b. eggs   c. apples  d. flowers  
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TASK 4 

Choose the correct answer A, B or C to complete the sentences. There is an example (0) at the 

beginning. 
 

(0) It is mandatory ____ there on time. 
 

A.  for everyone to be  B.  that everyone should be C.  Both A & B are correct. 

 

1. The decision was made by the director, ___ to make major changes. 

A.  wanting   B.  who wanted  C.  Both A & B are correct 

 

2. Foreshadowing, a literary technique ___ an author hints at what will happen later, is a useful 

tool for setting the atmosphere.  

A.  whereby   B.  when   C.  Both A & B are correct 

 

3. The teacher explained ___. 

A.  the difference between the two terms to the students 

B.  to the students the difference between the two terms C.  Both A & B are correct 

 

4. Climate change is ___ serious issue affecting the world today. 

A.  a most   B.  the most   C.  Both A & B are correct 

 

5. The present law governing cohabitation has been widely criticized; ___ it might have to be 

revised. 

A.  so much so that  B.  so that   C.  Both A & B are correct 

 

6. Tom is ___ a man that everyone hates him. 

A.  such stubborn  B.  so stubborn  C.  Both A & B are correct 

 

7. Some ___ that Vitamin C may help prevent cancer. 

A.  research suggests   

B.  researches have suggested      C.  Both A & B are correct 

 

8. This easy-to-read book has much ___ to readers. 

A.  to recommend it  B.  to be recommended C.  Both A & B are correct 

 

9. The barracks ___ to house the ‛pensioner guards’. 

A.  was built   B.   have been built  C. Both A & B are correct 

 

10. The snow ___ an igloo must have enough strength to be cut and stacked correctly. 

A.  used to build  B.  , used to build  C.  Both A & B are correct 
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TASK 5 

 

In the passage that follows, certain words and phrases are underlined and numbered. Below the 

text, you will find alternatives for the underlined part. You are to choose the one that best 

expresses the idea, makes the statement correct and appropriate for standard written English or 

is worded most consistently with the style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the 

original version is best, choose "NO CHANGE” (D). There is an example (0) at the beginning. 

 

 

Who Will Be Remembered in 1,000 years? 

 

 
Those (0) not lucky enough to be born into power still have a decent chance of being 

remembered, especially if they focus on changing the world through their ideas. Take 

philosophers. Back in antiquity, they weren’t particularly well known by the general public. 

They occupied a rarefied world and those deemed to be atheists (1) or seen as suspect and 

weird. Yet thousands of years later, their work still guides modern thinking and they are so 

widely known they can be considered to be household names. 

It might be tempting to opt for a life in the (2) laboratory, however, alas, nowadays even a 

Nobel prize probably won’t do the trick. Not only is science now much more collaborative, but 

as with philosophy, the (3) hanging low fruit have already been plucked. “One of the difficulties 

facing scientists today is it’s difficult to understand (4) what might their discoveries  mean,” 

experts say. As people struggle to grasp black holes and string theory, even modern-day 

geniuses such as Stephen Hawking may be lost – though his life makes for a good story. Other 

professions to avoid include sport and music. They impact a generation, but once they start to go 

out of living memory they decline. Songwriting is particularly risky, for one (5) big reason: 

music tends to date. Of the entire output of the last thousand years, very little has endured for 

more than a century, apart from classical music. It’s hard to imagine our descendants listening to 

The Beatles in their flying cars and spaceships, (6) with evolved genres at such a pace. 

(7) Standing the best chance of being remembered, it is perhap best to choose a career in politics 

– but don’t try to copy your heroes from antiquity. Drop your weapons and focus on a good 

cause. Finally, you might want to try your hand at literature. Like ideas, great stories  simply 

never die. That is, (8) in case you make copies. There are some cases where there’s only  one 

surviving copy, and Latin literature would look very different if that had perished. For example, 

Virgil, the Roman poet who – after 11 years working on one text - ordered (9) that it be 

destroyed on his deathbed. It wasn’t quite finished, and he was mortally embarrassed (10) that 

anyone sees it. Luckily his executors kept it anyway and it’s considered one of the great epics of 

his time. 
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 A B C D   

0) 
who are not too 

lucky 
not enough lucky lucky not enough NO CHANGE 0) D 

1) and were seen or were seen were seen NO CHANGE 1)  

2) laboratory as laboratory. But laboratory. Also NO CHANGE 2)  

3) low hung fruit low, hanging fruit low hanging fruit NO CHANGE 3)  

4) whatever do what can what on earth NO CHANGE 4)  

5) 
principal reason, 

music 

main reason why 

music 

chief reason that 

music 
NO CHANGE 5)  

6) evolving genres 
with genres 

evolving 
by genres evolving NO CHANGE 6)  

7) 
To stand the best 

 chance of being 

 remembered 

Standing the best 

chance to be 

remembered 

To stand the best 

chance of 

remembering 

NO CHANGE 7)  

8) so long as until unless NO CHANGE 8)  

9) it is destroyed to be destroyed its being destroyed NO CHANGE 9)  

10) so that anyone saw in case anyone see lest anyone see NO CHANGE 10)  

 

http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20171220-how-to-be-remembered-in-1000-years 
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TASK 6 

 

Fill in the appropriate form of a phrasal/prepositional/phrasal-prepositional verb corresponding 

to the meaning of the words/expressions in brackets in the following sentences. Choose the 

verbs and particles from the boxes below. You may not use them more than once. 

 

        
 

 

There is an extra, unnecessary item in both boxes. There is an example (0)  at the beginning. 

(0) The story the children told their teacher ........ was made up .... , if you ask me. (invent)  

 

 

1. Sally met Harry at a company Christmas party and they  .......................... it ...................... 

straight away. (like each other) 

 

2. Yesterday, a giant mobile network operator............................................................. an apparent 

breakdown in communications. (admit) 

 

3. The local government have................................................. their promise not to introduce 

property tax. (change one’s mind)            

 

4. Do you want to ...................................................................... later and watch a film on my new 

home cinema system? (visit sy) 

 

5. We always arrange a farewell party for our colleagues who leave the company and everybody 

..................................................... to pay the bill. (contribute) 

 

off  down  in  
round  up to  up  
  back on 

pop  chip     get 
go  hit  own 
  make 
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WRITING TASK 

 

Some parents choose home schooling (home education) for their children as they are not 

satisfied with the education schools provide. They claim – among other things – that schools 

do not teach effectively enough, use outdated methods, do not cater for individual differences 

and do not really prepare children for life.  Do you agree that studying at home with parents 

or tutors could be a better way of gaining the necessary skills and knowledge? 

 

Write about 250 words. You have 45 minutes to complete the task. Dictionaries are not 

allowed. 
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