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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
 
1. Correct answer           
2. Missing part        √  
3. Not closely connected to topic      [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)   
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                                  

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)       ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)                 ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined) 

 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the number of maximum 

points that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the 
candidate in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 

points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 
 

The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be 
accepted. 
 

Scoring 
 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:   0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:     0 points 
Missing answer:     0 points 

 

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 

3.5 should be left as 3.5. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
 
•  when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be awarded 1 point, 
•  when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be rewarded with 0.5 points. 
In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has 

the same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why 
suggested solutions start “E.g.”.) 
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In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from 
among several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked all of the options. If a task specifies the number of 
item(s) to be given in the answer and the candidate writes more, the item must be marked in 
the order that they were written in. 

Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
If the total for short-answer tasks is a round number, nothing needs to be done, 

but if it is not, it should be rounded up according to the applicable mathematical rule 
(e.g. 23.5 points will be rounded up to 24 points). 

The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are listed in the national 
curricula can only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 

The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason 
for which must be explained in writing. 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 
Altogether four tasks can be evaluated: 

two short and two long essays, which must all be about different periods, with at least 
two of them dealing with Hungarian history, and at least one with world history. 

 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

 

If the candidate chose four tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right 
essay length or period, etc. 

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task (or those two or three tasks) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the 
highest number of points to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than four tasks, but his or her final choice of 
tasks is not indicated properly, and there are four tasks that were chosen correctly, then the 
task that comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that 
were correctly chosen. (For example these can be tasks 13, 16, 17, 20. or 14, 16, 17, 20.) 

If the candidate starts working on more than four tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least 
four tasks correctly, then those or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which four s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 16, 19, 22. 
should be evaluated. 

 
2. Evaluating the tasks 

 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration: 
 
a) understanding of the task 
b) appropriacy by given criteria (skills, content) 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language 
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 

guidelines for evaluating the skills that are required together with appropriate content. 
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a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic,   
  and period in question? 
• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the  
  main point of the question? 
• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the  
  statements? 

  • Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the sources, and did s/he  
    state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 
 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the 
maximum 4 or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points 
achieved for that task can only be 0 too. 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focused. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focused.  
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the 
sources are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
 

In the key the skills and competences a candidate has to show are marked with the letter 
‘S’, while the description of what is required in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’.  

Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the 
skills can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 

Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case 
of the shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type 
essay tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of 
an event are to be identified. 

If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the 
number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. (E.g. in the case of short-
answer tasks only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place and 
Use of special vocabulary and the same points can be awarded for Location: era and place in 
longer, essay-type tasks.) 

If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be 
awarded because of the close connection between them (e.g. 1 or 4 points cannot be awarded 
for Use of sources and 1 or 5 points cannot be awarded for Description of factors influencing 
events in short answer tasks, while in the case of longer, essay-type questions 1 or 4 points 
cannot be awarded for Use of special vocabulary, 1 or 6 points cannot be awarded for Use of 
sources and 1 or 7 points cannot be awarded for Description of factors influencing events). 

As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ 
section: 

 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her 
answer contains a grave mistake. 

 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as 

good answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and 
the topic; using concrete and abstract concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
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Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.); identifies 
several typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical 
events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect. 

 
c) Scoring ’structure and accuracy’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without 
grave spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes.  
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks 
the right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding 
paragraph is missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of 
language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without (textual or contextual) 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 

It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the 
limits specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the 
dotted lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, 
this cannot be more than ca. 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks, ca. 4-5 lines. 
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4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide it by 3 or 4 to 

get the exam points. 
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down. 
8. Add up the exam points of the four essays. If the total is 

− a round number, nothing needs to be done; 
− not a round number, it should be rounded up or down according to the 

applicable mathematical rule (e.g. 23.33 points will be rounded down to 23 
points; 23.5 or 23.66 points will be rounded up to 24 points). 

 
III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 

 
Add up the scores for the first and second parts (I and II). 

 

Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 
 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
Points

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 6  
Description of factors influencing events 8  
Structure, accuracy 2  
Total 28  
 DIVIDED BY 4 
Exam points 7  

 
Long essay tasks 
 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
Points

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 6  
Use of sources 10  
Description of factors influencing events 12  
Structure, accuracy 8  
Total 48  
  DIVIDED BY 3 
Exam points 16  
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I SHORT-ANSWER TASKS 
 

1) Ancient Greece (1 point per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
a) Pericles 
b) Alexander the Great or Alexandros 
c) Solon 
d) strategos 
 
2) Mediaeval European thinking (1 point per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
a) Franciscan 
b) 13th century 
c) mendicant 
d) Dominican 
 
3) Mediaeval Hungary (1 point per item, altogether 5 points) 
 
a) Béla IV 
b) 1241 
c) Batu (to be underlined) 
d) Location: Muhi 
e) 

 

X

 
 
4) The Voyages of Exploration (1 point per item, altogether 5 points) 
 

a) 
A) Christopher Columbus 
B) Fernando Magellan 
C) Vasco da Gama 

b) king: Ferdinand (of Aragon) 
    queen: Isabel (of Castile) 

X
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5) The economy of Hungary in the 16th century (1 point per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
a) The thick line:  The border of the territories under Turkish occupation 
b) The grey areas: Territories of animal (or cattle) breeding 
c) Space to complete: Austrian or Austrian hereditary or Hereditary 
d) To underline:  raw materials 
 
6) The Napoleonic wars (altogether 3 points) 
 
a) Correct order:  B, C, A  (1 point) 
b)  emperor     (1 point) 
c) the French Revolution   (1 point) 
 
7) István Széchenyi (1 point per item, altogether 5 points) 
 

Statement True False 
 X  
  X 
  X 
  X 
 X  
 
8) Living conditions in the period of World War I (Altogether 3 points) 
 
a) 
A) taken, seized 
B) obtainable with coupons (rationing) 
b) B) The newspaper was censored; the article in question had to be erased. 
c) it was intended as propaganda or soldiers were being recruited or it encouraged people to 
enlist in the army 
 (Other similar answers are also acceptable.) 
 
9) Hungarian Jews in the Horthy era (Altogether 5 points) 
 
a) (0.5 points per item) 
 Year Law 
1) 1941 third anti-Jewish law 
2) 1920 Numerus Clausus 
3) 1939 second anti-Jewish law 
4) 1938 first anti-Jewish law 
b) labour service  (1 point) 
 
10) The Hungarian economy after 1945 (0.5 points per item, altogether 2 points) 
 
a) because the new currency has been introduced and people threw the old one away or 

because inflation was so high that money had very little value 
 (Other similar answers are also acceptable.) 
b) pengő 
c) nationalisation 
d) a name for wealthier farmers 
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11) The world economy after 1945 (0.5 points per item, altogether 2 points) 
 
a)  oil price explosion 
b) 
 1) OPEC 
 2) COMECON 
c) globalisation or the global nature of the world economy or large companies 

establish themselves all over the world 
 (Other similar answers are also acceptable.) 
 
12) Hungary after the change of system (0.5 points per item, altogether 2 points) 
 
a)  Constitutional Court 
b) Parliamentary Commissioner for Civil Rights 
c) Local Government 
d) Constitution 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

Task 13 The crisis of the Roman republic      (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on the manifestations of the crisis of the 
Roman republic and s/he uses the sources when referring to 
some fundamental connections. 
The candidate presents the most important characteristics of the 
crisis and s/he outlines its causes and circumstances. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the Roman Empire evolved in the 
basin of the Mediterranean Sea and s/he mentions that the crisis 
began in the 2nd century B.C. and it did not end before the end of 
the 1st century B.C. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary correctly: war, army, slave, crisis, 
large estate, senate, civil war. 

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines that small farms were no longer 
able to support themselves/went bankrupt during the wars, and 
s/he says that the structure of land property changed 
considerably after the wars. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the city-state of Rome became 
an empire and s/he says this process was accompanied by 
negative phenomena in society and the general mentality. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the most characteristic causes and the 
background of the crisis and s/he outlines the most significant 
elements of the crisis. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the wars of conquest played a 
significant part in the crisis of the republic and s/he points out 
that the conquests transformed the structure of Roman society 
significantly. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions a characteristic feature of the 
administration of the republic (e.g. pairs of office-holders were 
elected for one year) and s/he says that neither the economic and 
political administration nor the military organisation of the 
empire were feasible in the old way. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that there was a connection 
between the increasing number of slaves and the wars of conquest 
and s/he says that the gradual deterioration of their conditions 
contributed to the deepening of the crisis. 

0–8 
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Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
 
 
Task 14 The Reformation        (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 

of task 
The candidate focuses on the causes of the evolution of the 
reformation and s/he presents the basic characteristics of the 
Lutheran denomination. 
In his/her answer the candidate gives a concise presentation 
of the economic and political conditions in Germany in the 
16th century and s/he highlights the factors which promoted 
the evolution of the Reformation. 
The candidate presents Luther’s most fundamental theses, and 
s/he outlines their historical consequences and significance. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the Reformation originally started 
in regions belonging to Germany (Wittenberg) and s/he says 
that the posting of Luther’s theses in 1517 is regarded as its 
beginning. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
religion, war of religion, religious polemics, reform, Bible, 
preaching. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
indulgence, absolution, communion under two kinds, 
Humanism, Evangelical. 

0–6 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the particular political 
conditions in the Holy Roman Empire (e.g. the relationship 
between the princes and the emperor), and s/he says that 
Luther’s teachings fell on fertile ground in the midst of social 
and political unrest. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the role of indulgences and 
highlights that actually stating the fact that the sale of 
indulgences was an abuse of the power of the church was a 
fundamental part of Luther’s theses as well. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that according to Luther, a sin can 
only be absolved by God and s/he outlines that his theses 
were a critique of the Pope’s power. 

0–10 
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C E.g.: the candidate states that Luther translated the Bible into 
German and the historical significance of this (e.g. it was the 
first full translation into German, it served as the foundation of 
standard German, and the message of the Bible reached simple 
people more easily); the use of the mother tongue (German 
language Bible) became a fundamental part of the Lutheran 
Reformation, and s/he highlights the fact that Luther intended to 
strengthen the feeling of belonging to the community, the 
congregation (communal singing, communion under two kinds) 
and the adherence to the Bible and the gospel. 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the causes of the evolution and the 
background of the Reformation and s/he presents the role and 
the principal consequences of Luther’s teachings. 
C E.g.: the candidate highlights the social, political and 
cultural conditions in the Holy Roman Empire at the 
beginning of the 16th century (disunity, conflicts within the 
empire, the spread of Humanism), and s/he says that these 
circumstances also contributed to the evolution of the 
Reformation. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the secular features of the 
power of the Pope and the Catholic Church contributed to the 
evolution of religious dissent and s/he says that through his 
critique Luther intended to purify and reform the church. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents Luther’s theological stance (the 
Bible is the sole manifestation of divine will and the 
absolution of sins is only dependent on God’s mercy, dissent 
from the views of the Catholic Church in the questions of 
holy orders, the sacraments and Holy Communion) and s/he 
says that eventually Luther and his followers founded a new 
denomination and left the Catholic Church. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions one of the reforms relating to the 
community of the faithful (the congregation) or the internal 
regulations of the new denomination (service and preaching in 
the mother tongue, singing, the role of the minister, church 
structure) and s/he says that the reforms also reflected the 
changes in the relationship between the faithful and the church. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
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Task 15 The first industrial revolution      (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on how the industrial revolution affected 
society and s/he uses the sources when referring to some 
fundamental connections. 
The candidate presents the principal causes of the 
transformation of English society and s/he outlines the 
characteristics and circumstances of the transformation. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the first industrial revolution 
evolved in England and s/he says that the process started in the 
second half of the 18th century and it continued to have an effect 
during the 19th century. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary correctly: social transformation, 
industrialisation, industrial revolution, demographic boom, 
urbanisation. 

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the population of England 
increased significantly and s/he says that a decreasing section of 
society worked in agriculture. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that urbanisation happened at the 
fastest rate in England and s/he says that this process was 
closely linked to the industrial revolution (new workplaces were 
created in the factories, which were primarily located in urban 
areas). 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the most significant elements of social 
transformation in England and s/he outlines their background 
and most important consequences. 
C E.g.: the candidate highlights the fact that the capitalistic 
transformation of England and the technological inventions 
contributed to the development of industry and s/he says that 
important changes were caused by the industrial revolution in 
English society (the appearance of the working class as a 
separate section of society, the effects of urbanisation, female 
and child labour). 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the fact that former social ties 
were loosened by urbanisation (people moving from the country 
to the cities, separation of families) and s/he says that this also 
contributed to the transformation of the customs and the 
mentality of the age. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the industrial transformation 
of the economy created new living conditions (pollution in the 
cities, the living conditions of the modern industrial working 
class, the change in the situation of women and children) and s/he 
says that this contributed to the development of new political and 
social fault lines. 

0–8 
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Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
 
Task 16 Italian fascism        (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 

of task 
The candidate focuses on a presentation of the characteristics of 
Italian fascism and s/he presents the significant characteristics 
of fascist ideology. 
In his/her answer the candidate gives a concise presentation 
of the circumstances of the evolution of the fascist state and 
s/he highlights the factors which affected the foundation of a 
dictatorship. 
The candidate presents Mussolini’s most characteristic views 
and s/he outlines their historical consequences. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 

C The candidate states that fascism started in Italy after 
World War I and s/he says that Mussolini came to power in 
1922. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
ideology, dictatorship, parliament. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
demagogy, fasces, Marcia su Roma, corporation, concordat. 

0–6 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Mussolini considered his 
rise to power a revolution and s/he says that the elimination 
of the parliamentary system and the removal of his opponents 
had always been among his aims. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Mussolini understood the 
political significance of Catholicism in Italy and s/he says 
that despite his own atheism, he took the Catholic Church 
under his protection. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions an element of fascist ideology 
(pro-war ideology, opposition to socialism and democracy, 
the absolute power of the state as opposed to the individual) 
and s/he says that fascism is an extreme ideology. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions an element of fascist propaganda 
(the creation of a myth, the uniform, or the mass manifestations) 
and says that the propaganda served to enhance Mussolini and 
the fascist party’s power (or to influence the masses). 

0–10 
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Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the causes and the background of the 
evolution of fascist ideology and s/he presents its most 
significant consequences in internal affairs. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the post-World War I 
situation (economic and political tensions and strikes) 
contributed significantly to the successes of the fascist 
movement and s/he points out that the instability of Italian 
internal politics also helped the Fascist Party’s rise to power. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the militarist and 
aggressive features of fascism helped create a significant 
popular base and s/he says that with the creation of the enemy 
image (socialists and democrats) Mussolini could further 
increase the support for his movement employing demagogy 
and propaganda. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the characteristics of the fascist 
state (the elimination of constitutionality, the dictatorship of 
the Fascist Party, nationalisation, the corporate system) and 
s/he says that Mussolini wanted Italy to become a strong and 
unified state, or s/he says that Italy was a totalitarian state 
with a dictatorship. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the concordat with the Vatican 
and s/he says that signing the agreement with the Pope also 
served internal political purposes (winning over the religious 
masses). 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
 
 
Task 17 Béla IV         (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on presenting Béla IV’s policies and s/he 
uses the sources when referring to some fundamental 
connections. 
The candidate presents the principal characteristics of the 
measures taken before and after the Tartar invasion and s/he 
outlines their causes and circumstances. 

0–4 
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Location: era 

and place 
S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that Béla IV reigned between 1235 and 
1270 and s/he says that the Tartar invasion was between 1241 
and 1242 and the Hungarian army suffered a decisive defeat at 
Muhi in 1241. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary correctly: army, castle, barons, Tartar 
invasion, Cumanian, royal servient. 

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines that before the Tartar invasion 
Béla IV was striving to consolidate his power and s/he says that 
he strove to keep his barons in the background. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that 1267 Béla IV confirmed the 
prerogatives of noblemen in a law and s/he says that after the 
Tartar invasion the monarch tried to find assistance and 
protection both at home and abroad. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the reasons for the measures taken by 
Béla IV and s/he outlines the circumstances which affected his 
policies and the consequences of his decisions. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that he strove to consolidate 
royal power before the Tartar invasion because he understood 
the erroneous policy of his predecessors and s/he points out that 
the deterioration of his relations with the nobles was a 
consequence of this, which made defence against the Tartars 
difficult. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the fact that the military failure to 
defeat the Tartar invasion and the large-scale destruction forced 
the monarch to alter his policy and s/he says that his new 
measures served  the establishment of military defence as well 
(the transformation of foreign relations, the re-acceptance of the 
Cumanians and the construction of castles). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that after the Tartar invasion Béla 
IV gave up his former policy and introduced measures which 
were aimed at winning back the nobles and s/he says that this also 
contributed to the further weakening of royal power and the 
strengthening of the barons. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
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Task 18 The economic policies of Charles Robert and Matthias I  (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on presenting a comparison of the 
economic policies of Charles Robert and Matthias Hunyadi and 
s/he presents the characteristic elements of the two monarchs’ 
economic measures. 
In his/her answer the candidate gives a concise presentation 
of the circumstances of the economic policy measures and 
s/he highlights the factors which affected the decisions made. 
The candidate outlines the similar and different features of 
the economic policy of the two monarchs and presents the 
consequences and historical role of the measures. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 

C The candidate states that Charles Robert was king of 
Hungary between 1308 and 1342, while Matthias Hunyadi 
reigned between 1458 and 1490. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
tax, customs tariff, monetary reform. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
golden forint, one thirtieth tariff, crown tariff collected at the 
borders, gate tax, war tax, royal revenue, salt monopoly. 

0–6 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the income structure under 
Charles Robert and Matthias Hunyadi and s/he says that while 
the principal sources of Charles Robert’s income were the 
royal revenues, under Matthias it was the various taxes. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that both monarchs strove to 
mint coins of stable value and good quality and s/he says that 
monetary policy was an important part of both monarchs’ 
economic policies and s/he says that this stabilised the 
economy.  
C E.g.: the candidate states that the monopolies (precious 
metals, salt) were economic policy tools in both periods and 
s/he says that a rise in income served the stability of royal 
power as well. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Matthias introduced some 
of the old taxes under new names and s/he says that these 
measures were aimed at increasing income by abolishing 
exemptions. 

0–10 
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Description of 

factors 
influencing 

events 

S The candidate reveals the principal causes and connections of 
Charles Robert and Matthias Hunyadi’s economic measures and 
s/he outlines their characteristic consequences. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that principally both monarchs 
strove to defeat and marginalise their enemies and s/he points 
out the fact that their economic policy measures were mostly 
introduced after they had consolidated their power. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the economic measures 
were connected to the intention to consolidate royal power 
and s/he says that both monarchs strove to establish a 
centralised administration of the economy (the role of 
treasurer Demeter Nekcsei under Charles Robert and the 
establishment of the royal treasury under Matthias). 
C E.g.: the candidate points out that both monarchs’ 
economic policies were connected to foreign policy 
objectives as well and s/he highlights the fact that while in 
Charles Robert’s case they also served the establishment of 
strong and peaceful ties within Central Europe (the Visegrád 
Conference), for Matthias they served as tools of anti-Turkish 
defence, conquests in the west and the upkeep of the Black 
Army. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines that in the case of both monarchs 
the establishment of firm economic foundations promoted the 
consolidation of the weight of Hungary in Europe and the 
respect conceded to it and s/he says that a strong economy 
helped them attain their aims. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
 
Task 19 The Declaration of Independence     (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on presenting the causes and 
circumstances of the issue of the Declaration of Independence 
and s/he uses the sources when referring to some fundamental 
connections. 
The candidate presents the historical background to the issue of 
the Declaration of Independence and s/he outlines its most 
important consequences. 

0–4 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the Declaration of Independence was 
issued in Debrecen on April 14, 1849 and s/he says that it was 
issued during the 1848-49 freedom fight. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary correctly: freedom fight, army, 
emperor, nation, diet, dethronement/deposition, governor, 
manifesto. 

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Declaration of 
Independence declares the dethronement of the House of 
Habsburg Lorraine and s/he says that the diet temporarily 
conferred the duties of governor on Lajos Kossuth. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that it was Hungary’s policy to 
have the country’s independence recognised in Europe 
(England) and s/he says that these efforts were not successful. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the reasons for issuing the Declaration 
of Independence, the political and military setting and s/he 
outlines its most important consequences. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Declaration of Olmütz 
was a precursor of the Declaration of Independence and s/he 
says that the Habsburg monarch decided to revoke 
constitutionality and declare a centralised empire in the 
erroneous belief (after the Battle of Kápolna) that the Hungarian 
freedom fight had been defeated. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the fact that it was possible to 
issue the Declaration of Independence after the success of the 
spring campaign and s/he says that the declaration was also 
meant to be a response to the imposed “constitution” of Olmütz. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the great powers of Europe 
did not approve of Hungarian independence (in the interest of 
prolonging the status quo and the power balance) and s/he says 
that this contributed to the international isolation of the freedom 
fight and its eventual military defeat (Russian intervention). 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
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Task 20 Policy towards the nationalities in the period of the Dual Monarchy  (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 

of task 
The candidate focuses on presenting the policy towards the 
nationalities in the age of the Dual Monarchy and s/he presents 
the characteristics of the aims of the nationalities. 
In his/her answer the candidate gives a concise presentation 
of the situation of nationalities in Hungary and s/he highlights 
the factors which affected the policy towards the nationalities 
and their aims. 
The candidate presents the most important measures taken in 
connection with the nationalities and s/he outlines their 
effects. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate outlines the areas where different 
nationalities lived within the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy 
and s/he says that the Dual Monarchy existed between 1867 
and 1918 and the first law on nationalities of the period was 
passed in1868. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
nation, nationalism, nationality, minority. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
assimilation, ethnic group, migration. 

0–6 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate emphasizes the aims of the 1868 law on 
nationalities (guaranteed individual rights regarding cultural, 
political and educational rights, since it considered all the 
citizens of the country, irrespective of their nationality, to be 
citizens with equal rights) and s/he says that because of the 
principle of a single political nation the nationalities did not 
receive collective political rights (e.g. territorial autonomy). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the contents of the law of 
1907 and s/he says that the aim of the Apponyi law was 
Hungarianisation.  
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the distribution of the ethnic 
groups of Hungary and s/he says that compared to the 
proportion of the different ethnic groups, the nationalities had 
far fewer opportunities in secondary and tertiary education 
than Hungarians. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the ideas of Milan Hodža and 
s/he says that some of the politicians of the nationalities 
regarded Hungarian rule as oppression. 

0–10 
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Description of 

factors 
influencing 

events 

S The candidate reveals the background and the motivations of 
Hungarian policy towards the nationalities and presents its most 
important effects and consequences. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the regulations concerning the 
nationalities that came into effect after the compromise of 
1867 (the nationality law of 1868 and the so-called Croatian 
compromise) and s/he says that despite the liberal nature of 
the rules, the nationalities were dissatisfied with the laws. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that assimilation was on the 
one hand a spontaneous process stemming from the economic 
development of the period, while on the other hand s/he 
points out that intentions of Hungarianisation on the part of 
the Hungarian political elite and the concept of the nation 
state both contributed to the active struggle for independence 
conducted by  the nationalities. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents that the Hungarian political 
elite generally rejected the political demands of the 
nationalities and s/he mentions that this made the uniform and 
successful treatment of the nationalities difficult. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines that the dissatisfaction of the 
nationalities did not stem only from the attitude of Hungarian 
politicians (strengthening nationalism) and s/he says that the 
events of the turn of the century abroad (Balkan wars) and 
World War I had a significant effect on the independence 
struggle. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
 
Task 21 The economic consequences of the Trianon Peace Treaty  (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on presenting the economic consequences 
of the Trianon Treaty and s/he uses the sources when referring 
to some fundamental connections. 
The candidate presents the constraints in the transformation of 
the Hungarian economy and s/he mentions the long-term 
consequences of the changes in the economy. 

0–4 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the Trianon Treaty was signed in 
Versailles on June 4, 1920 and s/he says that it meant the end of 
greater Hungary. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary correctly: trade, industry, agriculture, 
reparation, infrastructure. 

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the greater part of the 
manufacturing industry (machine industry) remained in the 
country, which shrank to one third of its original size and s/he 
says that the territorial decisions of the Trianon Treaty made the 
economy acutely unbalanced. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Hungary was required to pay 
reparations by the treaty and s/he says that this obligation further 
aggravated the economic situation in Hungary. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the most important economic 
consequences of the treaty and s/he outlines the most significant 
long-term consequences of the economic changes. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the disintegration of greater 
Hungary created fundamentally new economic conditions and 
s/he points out that this caused grave problems for the 
Hungarian economy and society in the 1920s. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the fact that apart from the 
economic and financial consequences of the military defeat, the 
Hungarian economy also faced commercial difficulties because 
of international isolation (e.g. Little Entente) and s/he says that 
this led to a search for new opportunities and partners in foreign 
trade (Italy, Austria). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Trianon resolutions 
played an important part in the structural transformation of the 
Hungarian economy and s/he says that the economic hardships 
were only alleviated by the successful but slow economic 
consolidation of the 1920s. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
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Task 22 Demographic conditions in Hungary in the 20th century  (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 

of task 
The candidate focuses on presenting the demographic conditions 
of Hungary after 1945 and s/he presents the most important 
demographic processes. 
In his/her answer the candidate gives a concise presentation 
of the causes of the demographic changes and s/he highlights 
factors influencing demographic processes. 
The candidate presents the most important political measures 
which affected demographic changes and outlines their effect. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate outlines when the most important measures 
to influence demographic changes were taken (e.g. 1952, 
1967) and using the dates in the sources s/he makes 
assertions, comparable in their relation to time, about the 
population and demographic changes,. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
birth, death, marriage, emigration, immigration. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
abortion, life expectancy at birth, childcare benefit. 

0–6 

Use of sources S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from it. 
C E.g.: the candidate emphasizes the fact that the number of 
live births increased in the middle of the 1950s and 1970s and 
s/he outlines  that the population grew steadily until 1980 
despite the fact that in other periods the birth rate decreased. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that life expectancy at birth 
grew significantly between 1941 and 1970 and s/he says that 
this process delayed the decrease in the population which was 
due to the falling birth rate.  
C E.g.: the candidate presents the decree narrowing the right 
to abortion and s/he says that apart from the protection of 
women, it was a declared aim of the health administration of 
the Rákosi era to increase the birth rate. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the introduction of the 
childcare benefit scheme and s/he says that the government 
intended it to motivate people to have children. 

0–10 
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Description of 

factors 
influencing 

events 

S The candidate reveals the causes and the background of post-
1945 demographic processes and s/he presents their most 
important effects and consequences. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that although the political 
measures had a temporary effect on the birth rate, s/he points 
out the fact that the population increase, which lasted until 
the 1980s, was primarily due to the increasing average age. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the fall in the birth rate 
was connected to the transformation of women’s roles and 
their employment and s/he points out that the population 
decrease from the 1980s was partly due to the high mortality 
rate (disorders caused by an unhealthy lifestyle). 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines that the lessening importance of 
the institution of the marriage and the high number of 
divorces both contributed to the disintegration of one of the 
basic units of society, the family, and s/he says that this had 
an adverse effect on society’s reproduction processes. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the consequences of the ageing 
of society and the falling birth rate (e.g. problems in the welfare 
systems) and s/he says that this was one of the gravest problems 
of Hungarian society at the end of the 20th century. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
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