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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
 
1. Correct answer           
2. Missing part        √  
3. Not closely connected to topic      [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)   
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                                  

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)       ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined))                     ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined) 

 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the number of maximum 

points that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the 
candidate in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 

points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 

 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be 

accepted. 
 

Scoring 
 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:   0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:     0 points 
Missing answer:     0 points 

 

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 

3.5 should be left as 3.5. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
 
•  when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be awarded 1 point, 
•  when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be rewarded with 0.5 points. 
In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has 

the same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0912 3 / 25 2010. május 5. 

Történelem angol nyelven — emelt szint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

suggested solutions start "E.g.".) 
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from 

among several options (e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false), no points can be given to 
a candidate who has underlined or marked all of the options. If a task specifies the number of 
item(s) to be given in the answer and the candidate writes more, the items must be marked in 
the order that they were written in. 

Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
If the total for short-answer tasks is a round number, nothing needs to be done, 

but if it is not, it should be rounded up or down according to the applicable 
mathematical rule (e.g. 23.5 points will be rounded up to 24 points). 

The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are listed in the national 
curricula can only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 

The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason 
for which must be explained in writing. 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 
Altogether four tasks can be evaluated: 

two short and two long essays, which must all be about different periods, with at least 
two of them dealing with Hungarian history, and at least one with world history. 

 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

 

If the candidate chose four tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right 
essay length or period, etc. 

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task (or those two or three tasks) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the 
highest number of points to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than four tasks, but his or her final choice of 
tasks is not indicated properly, and there are four tasks that were chosen correctly, then the 
task that comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks e.g. 13, 16, 17, 20. or 14, 16, 17, 20.) 

If the candidate starts working on more than four tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least 
four tasks correctly, then those or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which four s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 16, 19, 22. 
should be evaluated. 

 
2. Evaluating the tasks 

 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration: 
 
a) understanding of the task 
b) appropriacy by given criteria (skills, content) 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language 
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The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating and the skills that are required together with appropriate content. 
 
a) Scoring of ‘understanding of the task’: 
 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic,   
  and period in question? 
• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the  
  main point of the question? 
• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the  
  statements? 

  • Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the sources, and did s/he  
    state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 
 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all, out of the 
maximum 4 or 8 points, for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points 
achieved for that task can only be 0 too. 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focused. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focused.  
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the 
sources are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
 

In the key the skills and competences a candidate has to show (location, use of sources) 
are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required in terms of content is 
marked with the letter ‘C’.  

Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the 
skills can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 

Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case 
of the shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type 
essay tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of 
an event are to be identified. 

If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the 
number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. (E.g. in the case of short-
answer tasks only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place and 
Use of special vocabulary and the same points can be awarded for Location: era and place in 
longer, essay-type tasks.) 
If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be awarded 
because of the close connection between them (e.g. 1 or 4 points cannot be awarded for Use of 
sources and 1 or 5 points cannot be awarded for Description of factors influencing events in 
short answer tasks, while in the case of longer, essay-type questions 1 or 4 points cannot be 
awarded for Use of special vocabulary, 1 or 6 points cannot be awarded for Use of sources 
and 1 or 7 points cannot be awarded for Description of factors influencing events). 

As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ 
section: 

 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her 
answer contains a grave mistake. 

 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as 

good answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and 
the topic; using concrete and abstract concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.); identifies 
several typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical 
events. 
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1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect. 

 
c) Scoring ’structure and accuracy’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without 
grave spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes.  
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks 
the right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding 
paragraph is missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of 
language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 

It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the 
limits specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the 
dotted lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, 
this cannot be more than ca. 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks, ca. 4-5 lines. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide it by 3 or 4 to 

get the exam points. 
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7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down. 
8. Add up the exam points of the four essays. If the total is 

− a round number, nothing needs to be done; 
− not a round number, it should be rounded up or down according to the 

applicable mathematical rule (e.g. 23.33 points will be rounded down to 23 
points; 23.5 or 23.66 points will be rounded up to 24 points).  

 
III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 

 
Add up the scores for the first and second parts (I and II). 

 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 
 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
Points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 6  
Description of factors influencing events 8  
Structure, accuracy 2  
Total 28  
 DIVIDED BY 4 
Exam points 7  

 
 
Long essay tasks 
 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
Points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 6  
Use of sources 10  
Description of factors influencing events 12  
Structure, accuracy 8  
Total 48  
  DIVIDED BY 3 
Exam points 16  
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I Short answer tasks 
 
1 Ancient Hellas (0.5 points per item, altogether 3 points) 
 
a) 
1 Marathon 
2 Salamis 
b) Darius I 
c) strategos 
d) 5th century B.C. 
e) Sparta 
 
2 Romanesque and Gothic style (0.5 points per item, altogether 5 points) 

 
Romanesque Gothic 

b) a) 
c) d) 
g) e) 
h) f) 
i) j) 

 
3 14th-15th-century Hungarian history (Altogether 4 points) 
a) (0.5 points per item)  

 

2 

3 

1

 
b) 1389 (0.5 points) 
c) Mahomet II (or Mehmet II) (1 point) 
d) 1301 or 1308 
 1342 
 (0.5 points per item) 

C 

B 

A 
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4 Persons and religious denominations (0.5 points per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
a) Elizabeth I, Anglican 
b) (Oliver) Cromwell, Puritan 
c) Philip II, Catholic 
d) (Martin) Luther, Evangelical 
 
5 Monarchs and princes (0.5 points per item, altogether 3 points) (Only names which are 
spelt correctly are acceptable!) 
 
a) II. Lajos or Louis II 
b) Ferenc Rákóczi II 
c) Suleiman I (Suleiman the Lawmaker, Suleiman the Magnificent or Suleiman II are 
also acceptable in view of the different designations.) 
d) Gábor Bethlen 
e) János Szapolyai or John I 
f) Leopold I 
 
6 The period of the industrial revolution (0.5 points per item, altogether 3 points) 
 

Statement True False 
a)   X 
b)   X 
c)  X  
d)   X 
e)  X  
f)  X  

 
7 The society of the reform period (Altogether 5 points) 
 
a) (0.5 points per item) 
1 bourgeoisie 
2 medium landowning nobility or landed gentry 
3 lesser nobility or landless nobility or moccasined [bocskoros] nobility 
4 peasantry 
5 aristocracy 
b) (Only names which are spelt correctly are acceptable!) (0.5 points per item) 
1 Lajos Kossuth  lesser nobility 
2 István Széchenyi higher nobility 
c) fee simple (0.5 points) 
 
8 Italian fascism (Altogether 3 points) 
 
a) 1922   (0.5 points) 
b) (Benito) Mussolini (0.5 points) 
c) The Lateran Treaty (1 point) 
d) corporative state or corporation or corporatism (1 point) 
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9 Hungarian economy between the two world wars (1 point per item, altogether 5 
points) 
 
a) gap between the relative prices of agricultural and industrial products [agrárolló] 
b) 1927 (1926 is also acceptable) 
 korona or crown 
c) István Bethlen 
d) temporary closure of banks 
 
10 Hungary after 1945 and the events of 1956 (Altogether 3 points) 
a) (1 point for the correct order, no points in case of any errors!) 

1. 2. 3. 4. 
D B A C 

b) Paris (0.5 points per item) 
 February 1947 
c) HSWP or Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party (1 point) 
 
11 The consumer society (Altogether 3 points) 
a) (0.5 points per item) 
 
Pairs: 
 
 
b) environmental protection or ecological balance or sustainable development 
 (Any other correct answers are acceptable.) (0.5 points) 
c) global warming (1 point) 
 
12 Today's Hungarian society (Altogether 3 points) 
a) discrimination   (1 point) 
b) 
 1 childcare support (0.5 points) 
 2 child benefit  (0.5 points) 
 3 pension  (0.5 points) 
c) educational ombudsman (0.5 points) 

 

1 B 2 D 3 A 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13 Islam (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the Islamic religion and the answer uses 
the sources to mention some significant connections. 
The candidate presents the historic and geographic 
circumstances of the birth of Islam, and s/he outlines its 
principal teachings and main features. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions the geographic features of the 
evolution of Islam (it started in the Arabian Peninsula; the 
important role of the towns of Mecca and Medina) and its 
connections in time (birth in the 7th century – 622), and 
mentions that it spread during the following centuries. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. religion, 
follower, prayer, fasting, pilgrimage) and topic-related special 
vocabulary (e.g. Allah, Quran/Koran, prophet, jihad) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the monotheistic feature of Islam 
and says that the religion is based on revelation and 
prescriptions. 
C E.g.: the candidate states the five main obligations of the 
followers of Islam and mentions that there are other rules which 
affect their everyday lives (holy war, the prohibition on 
consuming alcohol, etc.). 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the background of the birth of Islam 
and outlines its most important consequences. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that other monotheistic religions 
(Jewish, Christian) also influenced Islam and s/he also says that 
Islam contributed to the unification of the Arab regions. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the Prophet Mohammed played 
a significant role in the birth of Islam and points out that the 
acceptance of the new teachings involved difficulties and 
compromises (flight to Medina, the acceptance of the Kaaba 
stone from the old tribal religion). 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that a new ideological and 
religious framework evolved with the birth of Islam in the 
Arabian Peninsula and states that this helped future expansion 
and the establishment of the imperial structure. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
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14 16th-century Spanish foreign policy (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents Spanish foreign policy in the 16th 
century and presents its principal events. 
In his/her answer the candidate presents the main features of 
foreign policy and highlights the factors that affected it. 
The candidate presents the most important goals of the 
Spanish state in foreign policy and outlines the changing 
international role of Spain. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions the most important regions 
connected to Spanish foreign policy (colonies, Mediterranean 
Sea, the Netherlands, Atlantic Ocean) and the dates of the 
most important events (1492, 1571, 1588). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses general terms (e.g. discovery, colony, 
treaty, peace, war). 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly 
(e.g. absolutism, inquisition, religious war). 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that the acquisition of colonies 
was one of the important goals of the Spanish state and s/he 
outlines that the colonial empire contributed to the increasing 
weight of Spanish foreign policy. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the important role that 
Catholicism played in foreign policy decisions and s/he 
highlights the fact that in Spain's foreign policy conflicts the 
counter-Reformation was decisive. 
C E.g.: the candidate states which powers were the principal 
rivals of Spain and outlines the similarities and differences 
between the different conflicts. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that economic factors also 
affected foreign policy and highlights the fact that the efflux of 
precious metals played an important role in the decline of Spain 
in foreign affairs. 

0–10 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the motivating factors behind 
Spanish foreign policy and presents the effect and 
consequences of the principal events. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the unification of Castile 
and Aragon contributed to Spain becoming stronger and 
points out that the discovery of America and colonial 
conquests laid the foundation of Spain's status as a great 
power. 
 

0–12 
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C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that foreign policy goals 
were motivated by Catholicism's ambitions to expand and 
s/he mentions that the principles of the counter-Reformation 
caused several conflicts (England, the Netherlands, etc.). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that in foreign policy peace 
(Tordesillas, Zaragoza) and war (Dutch Revolt, Lepanto, the 
defeat of the Great Armada) were both employed as methods, 
and s/he says that the conflicts were aggravated by personal 
factors (the atrocities committed by the Prince of Alba, the 
bigotry and inquisition of Philip II). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the precious metals brought 
back from the New World made it possible to finance the wars 
and to rise as a power, and s/he says that the efflux of precious 
metals contributed to the country losing  its status as a great 
power. 
C The candidate complements and supports the analysis with his 
or her own knowledge and independent statements. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
 
15 German unity (short) 

 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the question of German unity and the 
answer uses the sources to mention some significant 
connections. 
The candidate presents the historic and geographic 
circumstances of the evolution of German unity, and s/he 
presents its most important stages and outlines its significance. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions the geographic features of the 
evolution of German unity (German principalities, North 
German Confederation, Alsace and Lorraine, the places of the 
most important battles – Königgrätz, Sedan) and its connections 
in time (1862, 1866, 1870, 1871). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. unity, 
war, diplomacy, compulsory military service) and topic-related 
special vocabulary (e.g. conservatism, nationalism, chancellor, 
industrial revolution) correctly.  

0–4 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the economic transformation of 
the German territories and says that this also contributed to the 
achievement of unity. 
C E.g.: the candidate describes the Prussian power structure and 
its fundamental principles and mentions that modern Germany 
came into existence through war and under Prussian leadership 
with the exclusion of Austria. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the background of the evolution of 
German unity and outlines its most important characteristics. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the example of Italy 
influenced the German unification process and s/he also says 
that nationalistic ideology also contributed to the attainment of 
unity. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that capitalist economic 
transformation was a prerequisite of unification and points out 
that the industrial revolution and technological changes 
provided the foundation for economic development. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that charismatic leaders 
(Bismarck) and the Prussian way of thinking played a decisive 
role in the foundation of modern Germany and states that this 
way of thinking was the cause of further wars and conflicts as 
well as the transformation of international politics. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
 
 
16 The problems of developing countries (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the gravest problems of developing 
countries and in his/her answer focuses on the economic, social 
and political characteristics of developing countries. 
The candidate points out the factors that influence the 
situation of developing countries and analyses the 
characteristics of these factors. 
The candidate presents the similar and differing 
characteristics of developing countries and outlines their role 
in today's world. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions in which regions of the world 
developing countries can be found (e.g. Asia, Africa), s/he 
names the most important ones (e.g. China, South Africa, 
India) and mentions that they became independent after 
World War II. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses general terms (e.g. colony, treaty, 
peace, war, unemployment). 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly 
(e.g. standard of living, infant mortality rate, productivity, 
AIDS, illiteracy). 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that most of the developing 
countries are successor states of the colonies and briefly 
mentions that colonial dependency contributed to economic 
and social backwardness. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the characteristic economic 
problems of developing countries (capital outflow, debt, 
inflation, low productivity and standard of living) and s/he 
highlights the fact that developed countries are partly 
responsible for the difficulties. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the social difficulties of 
developing countries (high infant mortality rate, low life 
expectancy, illiteracy, religious tensions, unemployment) and 
states that while certain problems are similar, other 
difficulties are manifested in different ways in different 
countries and regions. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that developing countries had 
different political backgrounds and possibilities at the outset and 
highlights the fact that some countries chose democratisation 
(South Africa, India), while others show dictatorial 
characteristics. 

0–10 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the causes and the background of the 
current situation of developing countries and presents the 
most important consequences of the social and economic 
problems. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that colonial dependency 
created differing political and economic foundations for the 
different countries and points out that independence 
contributed to the outbreak of previously suppressed interior 
problems. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that rapid population 
growth makes social reforms difficult and s/he mentions that 
this also affects the economic situation (poverty). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that cultural, religious and 
language differences make the establishment of developing 
countries as independent political entities difficult and s/he 

0–12 
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says that these often lead to internal clashes and power 
struggles. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the negative phenomena of 
globalisation often afflict unstable developing regions 
(epidemics, AIDS, environmental pollution, unemployment, 
capital outflow), and s/he says that as a result of this developing 
countries may fall behind economically and socially. 
C The candidate complements and supports the analysis with his 
or her own knowledge and independent statements. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
 
 
17 Prince Géza (short) 

 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the reign of Prince Géza and mentions 
some significant connections based on the sources. 
The candidate presents the most important characteristics of 
Géza's reign and the fundamental elements of its circumstances 
and s/he outlines the effect and significance of his policies. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Prince Géza reigned in the 
Carpathian Basin and s/he mentions the most significant 
locations connected to his reign (Quedlinburg, Pannonhalma) 
and the fact that he was a prince between 972 and 997. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. peace, 
war, prince, emperor, Christianity, alliance) and topic-related 
special vocabulary (e.g. raid, seniority, dynastic policy, 
centralisation, state foundation) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines the situation in foreign affairs 
after the period of the raids and says that the peace efforts 
helped the process of state foundation. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that conversion to Christianity was 
an important element of the integration of Hungarians and 
mentions that Géza had difficulty spreading Christianity, which 
he did with the use of force. 

0–6 
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Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the most important reasons and the 
background of Géza's decisions and outlines its most significant 
consequences. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the failure of the raids gave 
a boost to the introduction of peaceful foreign policymaking and 
s/he also says that the dynastic matrimonial policies were not 
only a tool for foreign policy but also a way of changing the 
order of succession. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines that conversion to Christianity 
was an important tool for internal and foreign policy and states 
that the spread of the new religion was the source of many 
conflicts. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that Prince Géza brought these 
measures in the interest of the creation of an independent 
Hungarian state and s/he states that Stephen's state-founding 
measures were founded on his activities. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
 
 
18 The causes of the defeat at Mohács (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the causes of the defeat at Mohács and 
highlights the internal and international background of the 
defeat. 
In his/her answer the candidate highlights the characteristics 
of internal policymaking after the death of Mátyás and gives 
a concise presentation of the economic, social, military and 
political circumstances of the defeat. 
The candidate presents the various impacts of the battle of 
Mohács and outlines its most significant consequences. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions the most important dates of the 
period after the death of Mátyás (1490, 1514, 1521) and the 
year of the battle of Mohács (1526), s/he may mention the 
division of Hungary into three parts (1541) and s/he gives the 
most important locations (Nándorfehérvár, Mohács, Buda). 
S/he mentions that the Ottoman Empire attacked the Kingdom 
of Hungary. 

0–4 
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses general terms (e.g. peace, war, empire, 
treaty, diplomacy). 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly 
(e.g. war-tax, serf, border castle, mercenary army, nobles’ 
forces). 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that with the ascension of 
Ladislaus II central revenues diminished significantly and 
s/he outlines that this had to do with the disbanding of the 
black army. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the internal conflicts of the 
Hungarian nobility and s/he highlights the fact that these led 
to the lack of internal cooperation. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the worsening living conditions 
of the serfs and states that the peasant revolt of Dózsa 
contributed to the worsening internal crisis. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that during the reign of Suleiman 
the Ottoman Empire launched another offensive and highlights 
the military superiority of the Ottoman Empire, or s/he mentions 
the unfavourable international setting and the military errors of 
the Hungarian commanders. 

0–10 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the political, economic and military 
causes of the defeat at Mohács and presents the international 
background of the events and most significant consequences 
of the defeat. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the disintegration of 
Mátyás's centralised state led to economic decline and points 
out that this also contributed to the military weakness of the 
country. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that the situation in 
Europe (Franco-Habsburg rivalry, offensive Turkish attitude) 
did not favour Hungarian foreign policy and s/he says that 
this seriously limited the scope for action in Hungarian 
foreign policy. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the internal conflicts in 
Hungary (e.g. the debates on royal election, the peasants' revolt) 
did not make military or political cooperation possible and s/he 
says that these conflicts were only aggravated with time (double 
royal election). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the military system and 
increasing revenues of the Ottoman Empire constituted a 
significant military superiority over the Hungarian army and 
s/he says that human factors (Suleiman's skills, the absence of 
Szapolyai), bad tactics and negligence all contributed to the 
defeat and later on to the end of political unity and the 
disintegration of the country into three parts. 
 

0–12 
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C The candidate complements and supports the analysis with his 
or her own knowledge and independent statements. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
 
 
19 The economy of the reform period (short) 

 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the characteristics of the Hungarian 
economy in the reform period and the answer uses the sources to 
mention some significant connections. 
The candidate presents the difficulties of economic 
transformation and its obstacles and s/he outlines the 
characteristics and circumstances of the transformation. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Hungary was part of the 
Habsburg Empire and says that the reform period was in the first 
half of the 19th century (1825/30-1848). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. reform, 
transformation, export, import, industry, agriculture, commerce) 
and topic-related special vocabulary (e.g. infrastructure, guild, 
industrial revolution, entailment, bank, capital, credit) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the agricultural character of the 
Hungarian economy and says that the Hungarian economy was 
backward and one-sided. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that economic transformation was 
hindered by the underdevelopment of the infrastructure and s/he 
says that a number of other factors also made capitalist 
development difficult. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the causes and the background of the 
characteristic features of the economy of the reform period and 
s/he outlines the defining circumstances of the economic 
transformation. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that both the industrial 
revolution and Western European capitalist transformation 
reinforced the need for modernisation in the Hungarian 

0–8 
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economy and s/he points out that the measures taken by the 
Habsburg Empire (dual customs frontier) and the old feudal 
laws often hindered or prevented economic reforms. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines that economic transformation and 
the demand for it were closely related to the process of 
bourgeois development in Hungary and s/he says that the most 
significant personalities of the reform period (Széchenyi, 
Kossuth) also played an important role in this. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that during the reform period 
the most important issues of economic transformation came to the 
surface but were not solved and s/he says that the settlement of 
Habsburg-Hungarian relations, the overcoming of feudal 
obstacles and the development of constitutionality were all 
important conditions for the capitalist transformation of the 
economy. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
 
 
20 The transformation of Budapest into a metropolis (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the transformation of Budapest into a 
metropolis and outlines the economic and political 
circumstances of the transformation. 
In his/her answer the candidate gives a concise presentation 
of the factors that induced development and s/he mentions the 
most significant projects and changes. 
The candidate mentions the changes in the international 
economic situation and presents the most significant socio-
economic effects of urban development. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that during the period of the Dual 
monarchy between 1867 and 1918 Hungary was part of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and s/he says that Budapest was 
formed through the unification of Pest, Buda and Óbuda in 
1873. 

0–4 
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses general terms (e.g. reform, 
transformation, public construction, metropolis, capital). 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly 
(e.g. infrastructure, public utilities, industrial revolution, 
urbanisation, millennium). 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that the population of Budapest 
grew significantly during the period of the Dual Monarchy 
and s/he says that this was connected to economic growth. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the most important components 
of the modernisation of the city and s/he highlights the fact 
that the cultural and political role of the capital was further 
reinforced. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the economic development 
was the basis of the development and the transformation of 
the city and s/he says that this contributed to social change. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that besides Vienna Budapest 
became a centre of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and 
highlights the fact that Budapest became a European metropolis. 

0–10 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the background of the way in which 
Budapest was transformed into a metropolis and presents the 
most important effects of the transformation of the city. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the compromise, the 
settlement of relations with Vienna, contributed to the 
development of Budapest and points out that this was also a 
manifestation of the dualistic nature of the system. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that there were conscious 
decisions of urban policy behind the developments in the 
capital and s/he mentions that the construction projects 
changed the character of the city significantly. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the industrial revolution, 
which was in its initial stages, contributed to the economic 
growth of the country and the development of the capital and 
s/he says that the millennium celebrations also contributed to 
the transformation of the city. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the transformation of 
Budapest into a metropolis affected social change as well and 
s/he says that the city became an intellectual and cultural centre 
as well as an economic and political one. 
C The candidate complements and supports the analysis with his 
or her own knowledge and independent statements. 

0–12 
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Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
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21 Pál Teleki (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents Pál Teleki's political career and outlines 
the most significant events of the politician's activities. 
The answer uses the sources to point out some significant 
connections, presents the main characteristics of Teleki's views 
and outlines the factors that affected his policies. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Pál Teleki was in office in post-
Trianon Hungary and s/he also says that he was prime minister 
twice (between 1920 and 1921 and between 1939 and 1941). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. peace, 
war, diplomacy, prime minister) and topic-related special 
vocabulary (e.g. numerus clausus, consolidation, anti-Semitism, 
Jewish laws, revision) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate outlines Pál Teleki's Christian and 
conservative views and says that they strongly influenced his 
political activities. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that in 1920-21 Teleki's aim was 
consolidation, while between 1939 and 1941 he intended to 
avoid another war, and s/he mentions that the failure of his 
neutral policies was also partly responsible for his suicide. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the most important causes of Teleki's 
decisions and the background of his views, and s/he outlines the 
most significant factors that affected his policies. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that his descent from a family of 
earls, his conservative and sober manner, his prestige as a 
geographer and his Christian mentality made it possible for him 
to accept a political role in the Horthy era and s/he points out 
that his views greatly affected his political activities (his role in 
the scout movement, numerus clausus, revisionist efforts). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the predominant views in the 
Horthy era, his own convictions and his political activities all 
contributed to the exclusion of the Jews of Hungary and s/he 
says that the right-wing internal policy of the 1930s and German 
expansion in Europe both played a part in this. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that the revision of the 
Trianon borders was one of Teleki's principal goals in foreign 
policy as well and s/he also states that he intended to achieve this 
by diplomacy, staying out of another war, and the failure of this 
led not only to Teleki's death but also to Hungary entering the 
war. 

0–8 
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Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure and the candidate makes an effort to present a coherent 
text. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Total for this task 28 

Exam points 7 
 
22 Party state (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the restoration of the party state and 
highlights the internal and international background of the 
measures taken. 
In his/her answer the candidate presents the reprisals after the 
revolution and freedom fight and s/he highlights Kádár's 
political aims. 
The candidate presents the defining elements of the 
restoration of the party state and outlines its most important 
consequences. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Hungary belonged to the 
sphere of interest of the Soviet Union and s/he says that the 
Kádár era was between 1956 and 1989/1990. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses general terms (e.g. revolution, party 
state, dictatorship, reprisal). 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly 
(e.g. consolidation, cooperative, censorship, HSWP, CYO, 
workers' guard, amnesty, Warsaw Pact). 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate stresses that after 1956 there was a 
period of reprisals, the so-called "hard dictatorship" and s/he 
outlines that later on peaceful persuasion became one the 
methods of the dictatorship. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the dictatorial nature of the 
Kádár era (prison, censorship, antireligious principles) and 
s/he highlights the fact that Kádár learnt from the errors of 
the Rákosi era and tried to win the population over. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the not-so-new methods for the 
"encirclement of society" (increasing the support for the 
workers' guard, CYO and HSWP; foundation of cooperatives; 
new coat of arms) and states that these methods brought their 
results. 

0–10 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0912 25 / 25 2010. május 5. 

Történelem angol nyelven — emelt szint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

C E.g.: the candidate stresses that the Soviet army had a 
decisive role in Kádár taking power and the consolidation of the 
power of HSWP and highlights the fact that both the stationing 
of Soviet troops in Hungary and the country's Warsaw Pact 
membership served the interest of Kádár's policies. 

Description of 
factors 

influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the political, economic, military and 
ideological features of the restoration of the party state and 
presents the international background and most important 
consequences of the measures taken. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that János Kádár owed his 
power to the Soviet Union and the suppression of the 1956 
revolution and freedom fight and points out that the 
international support for the Communist state-party was 
provided by the Soviet army until the regime change. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that in many ways Kádár 
continued pre-1956 policies (foundation of cooperatives, 
religious persecution, censorship, planned economy, military 
organisations supporting power, the creation of a Communist 
party with popular support) and s/he mentions that his 
measures were intended to consolidate his power. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Kádár learnt from the 
errors of the Rákosi era and s/he says that his new methods 
(the lack of a personality cult, "whoever is not against us is 
with us", less aggressive control of the economy) all 
contributed to his system's stability. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the success of the 
restoration of the party state and the resignation of the people 
made the general pardon possible, and s/he says that the 
amnesty improved opinions about the Kádár system both in and 
outside the country and it contributed to the evolution of a "soft 
dictatorship". 
C The candidate complements and supports the analysis with his 
or her own knowledge and independent statements. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate presents his or her knowledge on the subject in a 
logical way. 
The candidate presents his or her ideas clearly and in full 
sentences; s/he makes an effort to present a coherent text. 
The structure of the text serves the logical discussion of the 
content; the candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate 
analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

Total for this task 48 

Exam points 16 
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