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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 

The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
1. Correct answer             
2. Missing part            √  
3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)              ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
 

Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the maximum number of points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 
points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 

Scoring 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:            0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:  0 points 
Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 
• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 0.5 points. 
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In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with  'e.g.')  
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

1. Choosing the right tasks 
 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  
one short essay about world history,  
one short essay about Hungarian history,  
one long essay about Hungarian history.  
The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 
If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  
• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 
• the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 
If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 
If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  
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2. Evaluating the tasks 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  
a) understanding of the task 
b) satisfying requirements (competencies, contents)  
c) logical overall structure and accurate language  
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 
a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 

• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 

• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant to the problem are the 
reasoning and the statements? 

• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, 
and did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 
First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for 
that task can only be 0 too.  
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space, use of sources) a 
candidate has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required 
in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 
Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay 
tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an 
event are to be identified. If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a 
skill, then the number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. As a general 
rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 
 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 

 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
location; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
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Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several 
typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 
1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 
0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect.  

 
c) Scoring ’structure and clear language’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of compositions 
The ability to express ideas within the constraints of a set number of lines is an important 
writing skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 
lines (in the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
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4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  
8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. (Do not round the complete exam score up or 
down.) 

 
III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 

 
Add up the scores of the first and second parts (I and II) (Do not round the final score up or 
down.) 
 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

 
Long essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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I. SHORT ANSWER TASKS 

 
1. The fall of the Roman Empire (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 2 points) 
a) The settlement of the Goths 
b) 395 
c)  1. Western Roman Empire 
     2. Eastern Roman Empire or Byzantine Empire 

(The order does not matter) 
 
2. Medieval heretical movements  (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) Bogomils 
b) Albigensians 
c) Waldensians 
d) The church took vigorous measures against the heretical movements or excommunicated 
heretics or anathematized heretics 
  
3. The economic policy of Charles Roberts  (Total: 5 points) 
a) wine, copper (0.5 points for each correct item) 
b)  E.g.: spice, German linen, broadcloth, metallurgic products  (0.5 points for each correct 
item) 
c) (1 point for each correct item) 
  

1. thirtieth tariff or thirtieth 
2. golden Florin or Florin or gold coin 
3. gate tax 

 

4. Science in the early modern age (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 2 points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Question of serfdom in the 18th century (Total: 5 points) 

a) corvée/socage or labour rent (1 point)  

b) labour with draught animals one day per week or manual labour two days per week. (1 

point) 

c) Maria Theresa (0.5 points) 

d) 1740-1780 (1 point) 

e) Abolished (hereditary) serfdom or discontinued the use of the term ‘serf’ or allowed free 

movement. (1 point) 

f) Joseph II (0.5 points) 

 

Galileo GalileiCopernicus 

Rembrandt Bacon A 

D 

C 

B 
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6) The Balkans  (Total: 3 points) 
 
a) (0.5 points for each correct item) 

 
 

b) Turkey or the Turkish Empire or the Ottoman Empire (0.5 points) 
c) Turkey or the Turkish Empire or the Ottoman Empire (1 point) 
 

7. Hungary in the Reform era (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 5 points) 
 
         Széchenyi István                                                Kossuth Lajos  
______________________                               __________________________ 
family name and first name                                 family name and first name 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
8. Great Economic Depression (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
 
a) false 
b) true 
c) true 
d) true 
 

 

A, D, F, G 

 

B, C, E, H 

Macedonian 
Muslim 
 

Albanian 
Turkish 
 

Hungarian 
German 
 

Other 

 

2. (Serbian) 
3. (Croatian) 
1. (Slovenian) 
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9. The Horthy era (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
 
a) 18.8 
b) in agriculture 
c)  about a hundredfold / a hundred times as much 
d) agriculture 

 

10. 1956 (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

 

D 
 

 

B 

A 

C 
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11. European Union. (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
 

   
European 
Council 

Commission 
or 

European 
Commission 

 
Both 

 
Neither 

1. Its members 
include member 
states' heads of 
state and 
government  

 
 

X 
 

   

2. It consists of 732 
representatives.  

   X 
 

3. It can make 
proposals to the 
European 
Parliament and 
the Counci of the 
European Union. 

  
 

X 

  

4. The supervision 
of financial 
affairs is among 
its most important 
tasks. 

    
 

X 
 

5. Its members are 
elected by the 
European 
Parliament. 

  
X 

  

6. It formulates 
recommendations 
for the Council of 
the European 
Union and the 
Commission. 

    
 

X 

 
 
12. Nationality law (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 
a)   An ethnic group with a history of at least one century of living in the Republic of Hungary 
or Hungarian citizenship or its own language or its own culture 
b)   answer: Yes; justification: because the law states that it is the right of minorities to 
establish minority self-governments. 
c)   answer: No; justification: because s/he is not a Hungarian citizen. 
d)   answer: No; justification: because they are not on the list of minorities or they have not 
been living in Hungary for a century. 
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS 
 
13. The teachings of Christianity (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the main teachings of 
Christianity. 0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate is aware of the basic chronological and 
geographical connections of the period, and incorporates them 
into her/his answer. 
C The candidate is familiar with the area where Christianity 
emerged, and places the emergence to the 1st century A.D. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms and 
expressions: e.g. religion, ideology, monotheism, and uses 
topic-specific terms correctly: e.g. Gospel, missionary work, 
Christian, salvation. 

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate incorporates the information from the sources 
into his/her answer and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. The candidate mentions that Christian teachings 
contained new elements compared to other religions 
previously present in the territory of the Roman Empire, 
points out that these are love, truth, hope, and states that 
giving alms to the poor and helping those in need also belong 
here.  

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events  

S The candidate reveals the main teachings of Christianity, 
and explains them. 
C E.g. the candidate points out that to begin with the 
teachings were popular among the poor, states that it was 
primarily poor people who were offered relief and 
encouragement to bear life’s sufferings by the teachings. 
C E.g. the candidate points out that we have to seek the 
reasons for the quick spread of Christianity in its teachings, 
states that it became popular not only among Jews, or states 
that Christianity offered a satisfactory explanation to the poor.  

0–6 

Structure, 
clear language 

The answer consists of sentences, and the text is logically 
constructed. The answer contains no grave errors of accuracy or 
spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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14. The issue of slavery in the USA in the 19th century (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes the issue of slavery as the basic 
problem of the USA. S/he outlines the opposition  of North 
and South in the question, describes the civil war and the 
abolition of slavery. 

0–4 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate is aware of the basic chronological and 
geographical connections of the period, and incorporates 
them into her/his answer. 
C The candidate is aware of the economic differences 
between Southern and Northern states, and uses the date of 
the civil war (1861-65) correctly.

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g. slave, 
constitution, industrial development, etc., and uses topic-
specific terms correctly: e.g. abolitionism, plantation. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information from the 
sources into his/her answer and comes to simple conclusions.  
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the situation of slaves 
was very bad, Southern states refused to liberate them, states 
that as a result of the civil war they were liberated, and this 
was also laid down in the constitution. 

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals the fundamental problems 
concerning slavery, describes the pros and cons.  
C E.g. mentions that the radicalisation of the question of 
slavery led to the outbreak of the American civil war, and 
points out that as a result of the civil war slavery was 
abolished.   
C E.g. the candidate points out that the basic nature of the 
question of slavery was economic, and states that the 
preservation of slavery was in the interests of Southern states 
engaged in plantation farming, while its abolition was in the 
interests of the Northern states, which were becoming 
industrialised.  

0–6 

Structure, 
clear language 

The answer consists of sentences, and the text is logically 
constructed. The answer contains no grave errors of accuracy or 
spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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15. Pre-Mohács Hungarian art   (short) 
 

   Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically focuses on Hungarian written 
literature, architecture and goldsmiths’ art. S/he describes 
how the Romanesque and Gothic styles appeared in Hungary.

0–4 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate is aware of the basic chronological and 
geographical connections of the period, and incorporates 
them into her/his answer. 
C S/he is aware of the timeframe of the appearance of the 
Romanesque, Gothic and Renaissance styles. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate names concepts and uses both general and 
topic-specific historical terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms e.g.: 
architecture, goldsmiths’ art, the style of the period  and uses 
topic-specific terms correctly e.g.: Romanesque, Gothic, 
castle, linguistic record. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information from the 
sources  into his/her answer and comes to simple 
conclusions.  
C E.g.: the candidate points out that the Funeral Oration and 
the Ancient Hungarian Lamentation of Mary are among the 
first records of the written Hungarian language, or states that 
the Church of Ják was built in Romanesque style or castle-
building became significant in the 13th century. 

0–4€ 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the most important distinctive 
features of the Romanesque and Gothic styles in architecture, 
refers to the significance of the most important linguistics 
records, and mentions the role of goldsmiths’ work in the art 
of the period. 
C E.g.: s/he mentions that following the Tartar invasion, as a 
result of IV Béla’s policy of castle-building, the construction 
of stone castles started in the 13th-14th centuries, and 
concludes that the castle of Diósgyőr was among these. 
C E.g.: s/he mentions that the Hungarian linguistic records 
reflect the contemporary state of the language, and states that 
this Medieval written literature and culture was primarily 
linked to the Church.

0–6 

Structure, 
clear language 

The answer consists of sentences, and the text is logically 
constructed. The answer contains no grave errors of accuracy or 
spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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16. The emergence of, and changes in, the Hungarian border castle system       (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate uses facts, connections and data that relate 
to the topic. S/he describes the main reasons for the 
changes that took place in the border castle system. 
S/he describes the Turkish expansion and the period of 
the border castle wars. . 

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate is aware of the basic chronological and 
geographical connections, and incorporates them into the 
answer. 
C S/he describes the geographical changes, mentions the 
main castles (Nándorfehérvár, Buda, Temesvár, Eger) 
and also locates the changes in time. (1526, 1541, 1566, 
1568). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses general concepts correctly and uses 
topic-specific historical terminology appropriately. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g.: 
border castle, war; and uses the topic-specific terms e.g.: 
border garrison troops, Ottoman-Turkish, janissaries, 
battlements. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the 
supplied sources in his/her answer and comes to 
conclusions. 
C E.g. the candidate outlines the changes in the border 
castle system on the basis of the maps, and states that it 
was pushed northwards due to the loss of our most 
important border castles (e.g. Nándorfehérvár, 
Temesvár, Szolnok) as a result of Turkish attacks .  
C E.g. the candidate points out that the battle of Mohács 
was one of the turning points, and states that the loss of 
the battle pushed Hungary to its lowest point in military, 
moral and political terms, as a result of which the 
country could not resist further Turkish attacks. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the fall of Buda and 
the following attack in 1552, the fall of Szolnok, 
Temesvár, Drégely meant the total collapse of the border 
castle system, and led to the tripartition of the country.  

0–8 
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Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate outlines the changes in the Hungarian 
border castle system. 
C E.g. the candidate points out that the Turkish threat 
appearing in the Balkans contributed to its emergence, 
and states that the border castle system was modified 
several times during the struggle against the Turks. 
C E.g. the candidate states that in the 16th century the 
territory under Turkish occupation penetrated the 
territory of the country in a wedge shape, and concludes 
that as a result castles in the inner areas of Hungary 
became border castles. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the emergence of the 
third border castle system happened after the signing of the 
treaty of Adrianople (1568), which at the same time meant 
that the country’s tripartition was also confirmed. 
C The candidate mentions that the border castle system 
was one of the most important factors of Hungarian 
warfare and states that its supply and maintenance meant 
the greatest problem for the political leadership. 

0–10 
 

Structure, clear 
language  

The text consists of full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the 
logical exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer contains no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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17. Hungarian aristocracy under the Dual Monarchy (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes and analyses the situation of the 
Hungarian aristocracy. 0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate is aware of the basic chronological and 
geographical connections, and incorporates them into 
the answer. 
C The candidate is aware of the period of the Dual 
Monarchy (1867-1918), and also of basic information 
referring to the geographical aspects of the Dual Monarchy 
(the extension of the Dual Monarchy, its territory). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g. 
society, period of the Dual Monarchy, lifestyle etc., and 
s/he uses the following topic-specific terms: e.g. 
aristocracy, upper middle class, gentry.  

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate incorporates the information in the 
sources into his/her answer and comes to simple 
conclusions. 
C E.g. s/he points out that the lifestyle of the aristocracy 
had not essentially changed in the past centuries, and states 
that they continued to guard their life in an enclosed, caste-
like way. 

0-4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals several elements of the 
aristocracy’s lifestyle. 
C E.g. the candidate points out that the Hungarian 
aristocracy consisted of a few hundred families, and states 
that these families controlled a significant part of the key 
positions of political, economic and scientific life.  
 C E.g. the candidate points out that in spite of the process 
of   capital development the aristocracy was stronger than 
the emerging upper middle class, and states that this is a 
sign of the formation of the superimposed (torlódott) 
social structure. 

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The answer consists of sentences, and the text is logically 
constructed. The answer contains no grave errors of accuracy 
or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK  24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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18. Economic development under the Dual Monarchy   (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate uses facts, connections and data that relate 
to the topic. 
S/he basically analyses Hungarian economic 
development. 
S/he describes the external and internal economic 
conditions of Hungary.  

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate is aware of the basic chronological and 
geographical connections of the topic, and incorporates 
them into the answer. 
C The candidate outlines the economic regions and main 
industrial and agricultural territories of Hungary (the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy as an economic community) 
in the period of the Dual Monarchy (1867-1918).  

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses general concepts correctly and uses 
topic-specific historical terminology appropriately. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g. 
industry, agriculture, trade, stock market, bank, and the 
topic-specific terms and expressions: e.g. industrial 
revolution, infrastructure, factory, railway construction, 
mechanisation . 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the 
supplied sources into his/her answer and comes to simple 
conclusions.. 
C E.g. s/he points out that the railways developed very 
dynamically under the Dual Monarchy, and states that 
during this period the few railway lines were developed 
into a network of radiating and concentric lines. 
C E.g. the candidate states that mechanisation also 
appeared in agricultural production, although mainly in 
large estates; in small and dwarf estates manual labour 
continued to be used .  
C E.g. the candidate states that banks and the stock 
market appeared, which induced the development of 
Hungarian capital, and mentions that the concentration of 
capital also accelerated in this period. 

0–8 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the economic development of 
the country, and outlines the individual economic sectors.  
C E.g. the candidate points out that economic 
development happened rapidly, or that the achievements 
of the first and second industrial revolutions appeared 
almost at the same time, and states that Hungary became a 
moderately developed industrial-agrarian country. 
C E.g. the candidate refers to the fact that the formation 
of the dualist system was a major boost to economic 
development, and adds that this resulted in mutual 
advantages for Austria and Hungary, or mentions that 
economic integration (e.g. customs union, free flow of 
capital and labour) within the framework of the Dual 
Monarchy resulted in mutual advantages for both member 
states. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that besides private capital, 
state participation also appeared, and says that the state 
also played a significant role in economic development 
(supporting industry, selective breeding, railway 
construction, Hungarian State Railways [MÁV]) . 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that Hungary maintained 
well-developed economic relations with the Western 
European countries, but her economic ties to Austria also 
remained significant, and states that this promoted rapid 
economic development. 

0–10 
 

Structure, 
clear language 

The text consists of full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer contains no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0814 20 / 22 2009. május 6. 

Történelem angol nyelven — középszint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

19. Lifestyle of the Horthy era   (short)  
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

Within the history of the period’s lifestyle the candidate 
describes the differences between town and country, 
furthermore, s/he describes the differences inside rural areas 
and towns.  
S/he describes the outstanding conditions of the  capital 
from the point of view of civilisation,  but also mentions the 
downside of urbanisation. 

 
0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate is aware of the basic chronological and 
geographical connections of the period, and incorporates 
them into the answer. 
C S/he is aware of the internal conditions of the country, is 
familiar with the connections between the different forms of 
settlement, demonstrates knowledge of the era and the 20’s 
and 30’s.  

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly. 
C: The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g. 
urbanisation, industrial revolution, poverty, town, village, 
and uses topic-specific terms appropriately: e.g. 
infrastructure, town-dweller. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses information from the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. the candidate states that the difference between the 
capital and provinces was substantial, but also that there 
were enormous differences between provincial settlements 
of the same type (village, town) and within the capital too, 
or mentions that the majority of the population lived in 
villages, and states that this indicates the low level of 
average living standards in society.  

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals the most important reasons for the 
difference between the capital and the provinces. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that one difference can be 
found in infrastructural disparity, and states that provincial 
areas were significantly backward in terms of infrastructure. 
C E.g. the candidate outlines that the difference between the 
provinces and the capital was great, as was the difference 
between settlements of the same type, and concludes that 
one of the reasons for this was the economic 
underdevelopment of the country.  

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The answer consists of sentences, and the text is logically 
constructed. The answer contains no grave errors of accuracy 
or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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20. Hungarian foreign policy in the first years of World War II    (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate uses facts, connections and data relevant to the 
topic 
S/he describes how Hungary tried to find the way forward in 
its foreign policy. 
S/he describes the differences in opinion between the political 
and military leaderships. S/he points out that the high 
command supported war, while the political leadership was 
more careful, and took several options into consideration.  

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate is aware of the basic chronological and 
geographical connections of the topic, and incorporates 
them into the answer. 
C S/he outlines the country’s territorial gains in place and era, 
and is familiar with the battlefronts of the world war. S/he is 
aware of the conditions of the campaign against Poland, and 
the military events of 1940 and ‘41. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses general concepts correctly and topic-
specific historical terminology appropriately.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g. front, 
war, diplomacy, and the topic-specific terms and 
expressions: e.g. Axis powers, Vienna Awards, revision. 

0–4 

Use of sources S In his/her answer the candidate uses information in the 
supplied sources and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. the candidate states that at the beginning of the war 
Hungarian foreign policy was neutral, but at the same time 
supported the Germans all along, and points out that Germans 
won Hungarian support by returning territory to her, which 
finally also led to the attack on the Soviet Union.  
C E.g. the candidate points out that the Western powers 
demanded that Hungary remain neutral, and threatened serious 
consequences if Hungary gave up her neutrality, and states 
that after the attack was launched against the Soviet Union 
war broke out between the Allies and Hungary.. 
C E.g. the candidate states that hopes for a blitzkrieg by 
Germany faded, there was no consensus about intensifying 
Hungarian participation and military cooperation with the 
Germans within the Hungarian high command, attitudes 
towards an unconditional German alliance and participation 
were cautious, and the idea of keeping a greater distance 
emerged. 

0–8 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes and analyses the options open to 
Hungarian foreign policy.  
C E.g. the candidate states that the Trianon peace treaty and 
the question of revision basically influenced the foreign 
policies of governments between the world wars, and this 
defined the development of Hungarian-German relations in 
the 30’s. (German participation in the first and second 
territorial gains of the country). 

0–10 
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C E.g. the candidate mentions the accentuated anti-
communism of the Horthy era, and the isolationist policies of 
the Soviet Union between the world wars, and states that these 
two factors played a role in the fact that war against the Soviet 
Union was met by only insignificant opposition in Hungary.  
C E.g. the candidate refers to the fact that in the second year 
of the war (1940) Hungary was awarded new territories thanks 
to German influence (second Vienna Awards), and states that 
this favoured the spread of a more powerful pro-German 
orientation, and as a result Hungary joined the Tripartite Pact.  
C E.g. the candidate points out that following the German 
attack on the Soviet Union Hungary took an active part in the 
war, and states that this meant Hungary accepted 
unambiguous obligations towards Germany, so the country 
could not avoid war with the members of the forming 
antifascist coalition: Britain and the United States of America. 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text consists of full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer contains no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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