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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
 
1. Correct answer           
2. Missing part        √  
3. Not closely connected to topic      [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)   
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                     

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)       ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined))          ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined) 

 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the number of maximum 

points that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the 
candidate in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 

points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 

 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be 

accepted. 
 

Scoring 
 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:   0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:     0 points 
Missing answer:     0 points 

 

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 

3.5 should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
 
•  when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be awarded 1 point, 
•  when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be rewarded with 0.5 points. 
In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has 

the same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. 
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In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from 
among several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. 

Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason 

for which must be explained in writing. 
 

II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 
 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 
Altogether four tasks can be evaluated: 

two short and two long essays, which must all be about different periods, with at least 
two of them dealing with Hungarian history, and at least one with world history. 

 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

 

If the candidate chose four tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right 
essay length or period, etc. 

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task (or those two or three tasks) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the 
highest number of points to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than four tasks, but his or her final choice of 
tasks is not indicated properly, and there are four tasks that were chosen correctly, then the 
task that comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that 
were correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 16, 17, 20. or 14, 16, 17, 20. 

If the candidate starts working on more than four tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least 
four tasks correctly, then those or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which four s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 16, 19, 22. 
should be evaluated. 

 
2. Evaluating the tasks 

 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration: 
 
a) understanding of the task 
b) proper and relevant content 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language 
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 

guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 
a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic,   
  and period in question? 
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• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the  
  main point of the question? 
• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the  
  statements? 

  • Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the sources, and did s/he  
    state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 
 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the 
maximum 4 or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points 
achieved for that task can only be 0 too. 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focused. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focused.  
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely  
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the 
sources are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them.. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
 

In the key the skills and competences a candidate has to show are marked with the letter 
‘S’, while the description of what is required in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’.  
Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type 
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essay tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of 
an event are to be identified. If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to 
a skill, then the number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. As a general 
rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 

 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her 
answer contains a grave mistake. 

 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the 

skills can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as 

good answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and 
the topic; using concrete and abstract concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.); identifies 
several typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical 
events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect. 

 
c) Scoring ’structure and accuracy’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without 
grave spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
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7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes.  
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks 
the right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding 
paragraph is missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of 
language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 

It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the 
limits specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the 
dotted lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, 
this cannot be more than ca. 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks, ca. 4-5 lines. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide it by 3 or 4 to 

get the exam points. 
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down. 
8. Add up the exam points of the four essays. Do not round the complete exam score up  

or down if it is a number ending in 0.5. If the end of the number is less than 0.5, then 
round it down, if it is 0.6 or more, then round it up. (E.g.: leave the number 27.5 as it 
is, but 27.3 points should be rounded down to 27 points, while 27.7 points should be 
rounded up to 28 points.) 
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III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the scores for the first and second parts (I and II). (These may have been 
rounded up or down previously.) 
 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 
 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
Points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 6  
Description of factors influencing events 8  
Structure, accuracy 2  
Total 28  
 DIVIDED BY 4 
Exam points 7  

 
 
Long essay tasks 
 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
Points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 6  
Use of sources 10  
Description of factors influencing events 12  
Structure, accuracy 8  
Total 48  
  DIVIDED BY 3 
Exam points 16  
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I SHORT-ANSWER TASKS 

 
1 The economy of ancient Mesopotamia (0.5 points per item, altogether 3 points) 
 
a) 3rd millennium B.C., 2nd millennium; 18th century B.C. 
b) agriculture and commerce 
c) raw materials 
d) irrigation agriculture 
 
2 Mediaeval England (Altogether 5 points) 
 
a) (0.5 points per item) 

 
b) the prelates (F); the lords temporal (D) (0.5 points per item) 
c) 1215 (1 point) 
 
3 Mátyás’ foreign policy (4 points) 
 
a) (0.5 points per item) 
 A) Kingdom of Bohemia 
 B) Holy Roman Empire 
 C) Turkish Empire 
b) (0.5 points per item) 
personal union: D or A 
war of aggression: B or A 

A 

C

B E 

D 

F 

These are 
interchangeable! 

KING 

PARLIAMENT 

from the mid-14th century 

with a certain income
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defence: C 
c) Besides anti-Turkish defence, his aims were to obtain the title of Holy Roman Emperor and 
to organise European cooperation for the expulsion of the Turks. (1 point) 
 
4 England in the early modern period (Altogether 3 points) 
 
a) England attempted to exclude intermediate trade. (1 point) (Other similar answers are also 
acceptable.) 
b) The Netherlands (0.5 points) 
c) the bourgeoisie or merchants, manufacturers (0.5 points) 
d) Cromwell (0.5 points) 
e) republic (0.5 points) 
 
5 Hungary in the 18th century (1 point per item, altogether 5 points) 
a) succession along a female line in the House of Habsburg 
b) Maria Theresa 
c) observation of the feudal constitution or confirmation of the privileges of the estates 
d) Council of the Governor-General 
e) enlightened absolutism 
 
6 The French Revolution (0.5 points per item, altogether 4 points) 
a) 
Constitutional monarchists: C) 
Royalists: A) 
Jacobins: B) 
Girondists: D) 
 

b) 

1. A 2. C 3. D 4. B 
 

7 Lifestyle at the turn of the century (Altogether 3 points) 
 
a) (0.5 points per item) 
Picture 1: theatre or folk play 
Picture 2: sport or football 
Picture 3: press or literature or journal 
Picture 4: movie(s) or cinema 
 
b) At the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries people had more free time as a result of 
urbanisation. (1 point) (Other similar answers are also acceptable.) 
 
8 Economic aspects of the European Union (1 point per item, altogether 3 points) 
 
a) Only a united Europe could counterbalance Britain and France’s loss of power or To 
counterbalance the economic power of the United States or To counterbalance the advance 
and superiority of the Soviet Union. (Other similar answers are also acceptable.) 
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b) Yes, it did, because by 1981 the EU’s share of world trade had come close to that of the 
United States. 
c) Japan 
 
9 The Soviet republic (1 point per item, altogether 3 points) 
 
a) It promised to defend the territorial integrity of the country or it gave people in the country 
hope or total exasperation. 
b) It was nationalised or private property was seized or it was socialised. 
c) The narrowing social basis or peasants abandoned the government as the redistribution of 
land did not materialise. 
 
10 Sport in Hungary after World War II (1 point per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
a) Sport was part of socialist education or the importance of sport went beyond the actual 
results. 
b) The party had total control over sport. 
c) No. 
Reasons: Apart from the fact that they were expected to be models, they were under constant 
surveillance and were surrounded by an atmosphere of distrust or taking a stand against the 
party was the end of one’s sporting career. 
 
11 Environmental pollution (1 point per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
a) The emission of harmful materials or the emission of greenhouse gases or the consequence 
of this: climate change. 
b) National Climate Change Programme; National Climate Change Strategy 
c) The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change or Kyoto Protocol 
 
12 Today’s Hungarian society (Altogether 3 points) 
 
a) The debt stock accumulated during the time of the socialist system or the deficiencies of 
the system change or high inflation. (1 point) 
b) highest: (the beginning of) 1991; lowest: 1996 (0.5 points per item) 
c) Nógrád and Szabolcs-Szatmár Bereg counties (0.5 points per item) 
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13 Social crisis in the Roman republic (short) 
 

Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the problems Roman society was facing 
and the situation and the role of the slaves. S/he outlines the 
pauperisation of the lower sections of society and the 
deteriorating situation of peasants. 
S/he also outlines the attempts to solve the problems. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that by the middle of the second 
century B.C. Rome had conquered the Mediterranean and had 
created a large empire. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the topic. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms (e.g. society, 
peasantry, crisis) and special vocabulary (e.g. equestrian order, 
senatorial order, slave) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that with the conquests the 
number of slaves had increased and slaves replaced the free 
workforce in agriculture, and s/he says that slave labour gave 
Rome its economic power, which led to the deterioration of the 
situation of peasants and the loss of their land. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that one section of society, the 
smallholder peasantry, was economically ruined and s/he says 
that there were several attempts at reforms to improve its 
situation.  

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate analyses the social problems.   
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that as a result of the conquests 
Roman society was fundamentally transformed and s/he says 
that new sections of society evolved. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the leading section broke up 
into two groups (the equestrian order and the senatorial order) 
and s/he says that this led to a political crisis. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that there was a need for social 
problems to be solved and s/he says that the Gracchi were the 
first of the reformers and that their primary aim was to provide 
the peasants with land. Apart from this, they had other proposals 
aimed at improving the situation of impoverished peasants.  

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 
EXAM POINTS 7 
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14 Mediaeval guild industry (long) 
Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents mediaeval guilds. 
S/he outlines the causes of the emergence of guilds. 
S/he presents the principal tasks and features of guilds. 
S/he analyses the connections between mediaeval commodity 
production and the capabilities of the guilds. 
 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that guilds started appearing in 
Western European towns from the 12th century. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms correctly: e.g. 
commodity production, money-based economy, production, 
division of labour, working process, demand, supply. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. guild, master. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in guilds work was done 
manually, and s/he says that the whole working process was 
carried out by the same person. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that guilds regulated prices, 
wages and training, and s/he says that in this way they made the 
work of guilds exclusive. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the working process, the 
number of tools and the working hours were regulated and s/he 
says that in this way they prevented competition. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that production was not the only 
task of guilds and s/he says that they were also responsible for 
keeping order in towns. 

0–10 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate analyses the causes of the evolution of guilds, 
the structure and functioning of guilds and their effect on the 
economy. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the causes of the evolution of 
guilds and s/he says that these causes were the limited market 
opportunities and low buying power. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that guilds monopolised the 
market of their area and s/he says that this was why the strict 
regulation of production was necessary. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that guilds appeared as a result 
of commodity production and money-based economy, and s/he 
says that this brought about the division of labour. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that guilds usually appeared in 
towns and s/he says that this promoted the development of 
mediaeval towns. 
C The candidate makes some independent statements and gives 
a valid analysis to support his or her writing. 

0–12 
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Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text with a logical structure. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 
EXAM POINTS 16 

 
15 Human and civil rights (short) 
 

Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate compares the prevalence of human rights in the 
Declaration of Independence and the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and of the Citizen. 
 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that both declarations were drafted at 
the end of the 18th century – the Declaration of Independence in 
the United States of America, the Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and of the Citizen in France (1776, 1789). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the topic. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms (e.g. 
enlightenment, declaration, human rights) and special 
vocabulary (e.g. independence, constitution, freedom of 
religion) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that both documents state the 
basic human rights (e.g. the freedom of religion, equal rights, 
the freedom of speech), and s/he says that these rights are 
identical in both, but the American document also mentions the 
right to the pursuit of happiness. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and of the Citizen is more detailed and s/he says that the 
difference is a result of the circumstances under which the two 
documents were drafted.  

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate compares and analyses the prevalence of human 
rights in the two documents.   
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the documents record the 
fundamental principles of constitutionality and s/he says that 
they were realised within the framework of a republic in the 
United States of America and a constitutional monarchy in 
France. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that both documents were 
drafted under similar circumstances and s/he says that their 
identical features are a result of the ideas of the Enlightenment. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the documents represent the 
interests of the bourgeoisie, especially the upper middle class, 

0–8 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0814 14 / 22 2009. május 6. 

Történelem angol nyelven — emelt szint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

and s/he says that they are connected to the achievement of 
independence in the thirteen colonies and the end of feudalism 
in France.  

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 
EXAM POINTS 7 

 
16 The Balkans between the two world wars (long) 
 

Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents, compares and analyses the internal 
policies of the Balkan countries (Romania, Yugoslavia, 
Bulgaria). 
S/he presents the role of the parliament and the political parties 
in these countries. 
S/he analyses the situation of the nationalities and religious 
affairs and s/he mentions the unresolved problems of the region. 
 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the question concerns the most 
important countries of the Balkans between the two world wars. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms correctly: e.g. 
crisis, nationality, constitution, democracy, dictatorship. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. royal dictatorship, popular party, paramilitary organisation. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate uses the map and mentions that the borders 
of the countries concerned were not fixed along ethnic 
boundaries and s/he says that the unresolved nature of the 
nationality issue was one of the problems the region had to face. 
C E.g.: the candidate uses the chronology and mentions that a 
dictatorship was introduced in all three countries in the 1930s 
and s/he says that this was caused by the world economic crisis 
or s/he says that after this, pro-German policies characterised all 
three countries. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that besides the dictatorial 
forces, nationalist and democratic ones were also present and 
s/he says that they were weak and could not prevent a violent 
takeover. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that apart from political clashes 
economic problems also surfaced in the period between the two 
world wars and s/he says that because of Turkish rule, the 
Balkan countries were in need of modernisation. 

0–10 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate analyses the causes of the evolution of 
dictatorial systems and their effect on the later development of 
these countries. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the peace treaties at the end 
of World War I did not take ethnic boundaries into account and 
s/he says that after the world war this led to an internal crisis 
and the intensification of nationalism. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that neither political nor 
economic cooperation was possible between the countries 
because of the territorial and nationality conflicts and s/he says 
that this caused a grave economic shock at the onset of the 
crisis. 
C E.g.: the candidate demonstrates that the drawn-out crisis led 
to serious social problems and s/he says that this led to the rise 
of the dictatorships. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that right-wing parties and 
paramilitary organisations were formed and s/he says that this 
greatly contributed to the rise of the dictatorships and pro-
German policies. 
C The candidate makes some independent statements and gives 
a valid analysis to support his or her writing. 

0–12 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text with a logical structure. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 
EXAM POINTS 16 

 
17 The Bocskai freedom fight (short) 
 

Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate examines the causes of the Bocskai freedom 
fight. 
The candidate presents the religious and secular causes of the 
freedom fight. 
 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the freedom fight took place in 
Transylvania and Habsburg Hungary during the 15 Years’ War 
(1591/93-1606). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the topic. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms (e.g. freedom 
fight, peace treaty, independence) and special vocabulary (e.g. 
counter-Reformation, hajdú, Protestant) correctly.  

0–4 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the 15 Years’ War was a 
great burden for the economies of Transylvania and the 
Habsburg Empire and s/he says that the Habsburgs sued the 
Hungarian barons demanding that they settle the financial 
situation of the empire. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that as part of the counter-
Reformation the Habsburgs tried to re-Catholicise Hungary and 
s/he says that this led to the persecution of the Protestants.  

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate explores the causes of the Bocskai freedom 
fight.   
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the estates protested against 
the limitations of their prerogatives and s/he says that this gave a 
common cause to various social groups. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the freedom fight only had a 
chance to succeed with the backing of the Turks and s/he says 
that the Turks had an interest in maintaining the status quo. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that it was imperial troops that 
attacked Bocskai’s estates first, and s/he says that the immediate 
aim of the uprising was defence.  

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 
EXAM POINTS 7 

 
18 Saint Stephen (long) 
 

Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate analyses Saint Stephen’s laws. S/he uses the laws 
to present the organisation of the feudal state of Hungary. S/he 
gives an outline of the foundation of the Christian Church in 
Hungary. 
 
 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Saint Stephen founded the state 
of Hungary (Kingdom of Hungary). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms correctly: e.g. 
state, religion, Christian, law. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. bailiff, county, tithe, bishopric. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Stephen’s laws on religion 
were extremely strict and s/he says that this was made necessary 

0–10 
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by the obstacles in the way of introducing Christianity in the 
country. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the book of laws mainly 
contained penal laws and s/he says that their principal aim was 
to protect feudal private property. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Stephen used the laws to 
organise the system of counties and s/he says that the aim of 
organising the system of counties was the foundation of a state 
administrative system. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that it was also his aim to 
stabilise his own (royal) economic situation as well as that of the 
church, and so he made arrangements for their protection and 
for the amount of tax payable to them. 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents and analyses Saint Stephen’s activities 
as a founder of the state. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the first years of his reign 
his aim was to consolidate his power and s/he says that he 
defeated those who plotted against him. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that he organised the church and 
founded ten bishoprics and s/he says that his aim in doing so 
was to strengthen the independence of the country or he 
intended the conversion to Christianity to be a token of the 
country’s belonging to Western Europe. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that he organised the system of 
counties and s/he says that the counties had military, 
administrative, economic and judicial functions. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that through his laws Saint 
Stephen founded a Christian feudal state, which made our 
country the greatest power in Central Europe. 
C The candidate makes some independent statements and gives 
a valid analysis to support his or her writing. 

0–12 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text with a logical structure. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 
EXAM POINTS 16 

 
19 Bourgeois features under the Dual Monarchy (short) 
 

Skills and content Points 
Understanding 
of task  

The candidate emphasises and analyses the features of the 
bourgeois state. 0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that after the Compromise (1867) 
there was a change in bourgeois development, s/he mentions 
that the organisation of state institutions happened between 1867 

0–4 
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and 1868 and the name of the new state was Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy. 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the topic. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms (e.g. bourgeois 
state, law, state, church, state administration, public health care) 
and special vocabulary (e.g. law on public education, public 
primary education, state registration of births, marriages and 
deaths) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that some of the new laws had 
state administrative purposes and s/he says that apart from state 
administration, the foundation of the country’s economic life 
was now also regulated by law. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that some of the new laws were 
intended to eliminate the differences between the different 
religious denominations and to separate them from state life and 
s/he also says that after the emancipation of the Jews all citizens 
enjoyed  full civil rights and freedom of religion.  

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents and analyses the bourgeois elements of 
the state in his/her answer.   
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in Hungary bourgeois 
development became possible after the Compromise and s/he 
says that its foundations were soon laid. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Catholic Church lost its 
power in the state and s/he says that cancelling the differences 
between the different religions was one of the basic 
preconditions of the bourgeois state. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the intention was to 
eliminate prerogatives by birth or social status and to narrow the 
gap between the different layers of society.  

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 
EXAM POINTS 7 

 
20 Nationalities in Hungary (long) 
 

Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate examines the relationship between the 
nationalities and Hungarians in the 19th century. 
S/he makes a distinction between policies in the reform period, 
during the 1848-49 revolution and freedom fight, and the period 
of the Dual Monarchy. 
S/he analyses the reactions of the nationalities. 
S/he analyses the effect of the nationality issue on the country’s 
development. 

0–8 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the reform period, the 1848-49 
revolution and freedom fight and the Compromise constituted 
milestones in the 19th century and s/he mentions the 
geographical locations of the different nationalities of Hungary. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms correctly: e.g. 
parliament, law, nationality, revolution. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. nation state, nationality rights, political state. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the proportions of the different 
nationalities in the 19th century and s/he says that in a period of 
dynamic population growth the Hungarian policy of assimilation 
resulted in a decrease in the proportion represented by the 
nationalities. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the reform period 
Hungarian attitudes towards the nationalities were still 
equivocal and disunited and s/he says that support was given to 
similar movements of the other nationalities. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that national ambitions rose 
during the revolution and freedom fight and s/he says that part 
of the reason for the defeat of the freedom fight was the 
rejection of these ambitions. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that after the Compromise 
Hungarian policies became more markedly anti-nationality and 
s/he says that this led to significant resistance on the part of the 
nationalities. 

0–10 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents and analyses the nationality issue. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that nationalism as it appeared in 
this region at the beginning of the 19th century was a challenge 
in this region and s/he says that this accelerated the awakening 
of the other nationalities as well. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the reform period there 
was a certain sympathy towards the nationalities in the 
Habsburg Empire, which was rooted in their common objectives 
(e.g. language, education in the mother tongue). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the victory of the revolution, 
the exclusion of the nationalities and the rejection of their 
demands turned them against the Hungarians and s/he says that 
this was one of the causes of the defeat of the freedom fight. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that with the signing of the 
Compromise and the foundation of the Dual Monarchy it 
became clear that the demands of the nationalities (e.g. 
language, education in the mother tongue, decrees published in 
the mother tongue) would be rejected and s/he says that this led 
to conflict between Hungarians and the nationalities and an 
intensification of nationalism. 

0–12 
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C The candidate makes some independent statements and gives 
a valid analysis to support his or her writing. 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text with a logical structure. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 
EXAM POINTS 16 

 
21 The economic impact of the change of regime (short) 
 

Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the economic impact of the change of 
regime. 
S/he analyses the economic problems and the causes of the 
recession. 
 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Hungary is in the region of 
Central Europe and the process of the change of regime started 
in 1989. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the topic. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms (e.g. economy, 
socialism, system change) and special vocabulary (e.g. inflation, 
unemployment, GDP) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the system change led to a 
fall in real wages and an increase in unemployment and inflation 
and s/he says that this was partly due to the erroneous economic 
policy of the socialist era. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the privatisation of 
agriculture was in part unsuccessful and s/he says that besides 
the large estates, which could function properly, mostly smaller 
estates of less than five hectares were created, and these could 
not keep agriculture functioning.  

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the problems and the mechanisms of 
the system change in the economy.  
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the compensation plan was 
partly unsuccessful and s/he says that this was because 
economic and political principles were mixed with an attempt to 
deliver political and moral justice. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the causes of growing 
unemployment were the closing of state companies and 
privatisation (cost-effective and profit-oriented production) and  
s/he says that as a precursor of this problem “unemployment 

0–8 
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within the gates” [“kapun belüli munkanélküliség] already 
existed in the socialist system. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the creation of a market 
environment required serious sacrifices and s/he says that the 
market economy had to face some grave difficulties (inflation, a 
falling GDP, unemployment, etc.).  

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 
EXAM POINTS 7 

 
22 Anti-Semitism in the Horthy era (long) 
 

Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents developments in anti-Semitism in 
Hungary between the two world wars. 
S/he presents the manifestations of  anti-Semitism in the period 
and the radicalisation of anti-Jewish sentiments. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the population of Hungary was 
characterised by an attitude of increasing opposition and a more 
radical stance towards Jews by the 1930s. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses topic-related general terms correctly: e.g. 
genocide, racial discrimination. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. anti-Semitism, Jewish laws, forced labour service. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Hungarian public opinion 
considered Jews to be the principal enemy after World War I 
and s/he says that at the beginning of the 1920s the Jewish 
question was no longer a religious issue, but an ethnic and 
political one. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the first Jewish law 
prescribed restrictions in certain fields of economic life and s/he 
says that this started a policy of open discrimination. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the second Jewish law 
discriminated against Jews on a racial basis and s/he says that 
this meant restricting their human and political rights (e.g. the 
right to vote). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the 1920s there was an 
attempt to introduce restrictions against Jewish people in 
economic and scientific life and s/he says that this was the first 
such discrimination by law in Europe. 

0–10 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate analyses the appearance and radicalisation of 
anti-Semitism. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that anti-Semitism reappeared 
after World War I and s/he says that on the one hand this was a 
legacy of the Dual Monarchy, while on the other hand it was a 
result of the defeat in World War I. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the growing anti-Semitism 
of the 1930s could be explained by the growing German 
influence and s/he says that the Jewish laws followed the 
German example. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that there were considerably 
more Jews pursuing intellectual or business careers and s/he 
says that this resulted in the envy and suspicion of the majority 
population. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the process of discrimination 
against Jews in Hungary was fast and well-organised and s/he 
says that this shows the anti-Semitic attitudes of Hungarian 
society. 
C The candidate makes some independent statements and gives 
a valid analysis to support his or her writing. 

0–12 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text with a logical structure. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 
EXAM POINTS 16 
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