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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 

The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
1. Correct answer             
2. Missing part            √  
3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)              ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the maximum number of points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 
points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 

Scoring 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:            0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:  0 points 
Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 
• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 0.5 points. 
 
In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with  'e.g.')  
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In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    

Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
If the total for short-answer tasks is a round number, nothing needs to be done, 
but if it is not, it should be rounded up or down according to the applicable 
mathematical rule (e.g. 23.5 points will be rounded up to 24 points). 
 
The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are listed in the 
national curricula can only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the 
reason for which must be explained in writing. 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

1. Choosing the right tasks 
 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  
one short essay about world history,  
one short essay about Hungarian history,  
one long essay about Hungarian history.  
The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 
If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  
• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 
• the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 
If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 
If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  
 
2. Evaluating the tasks 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  
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a) understanding of the task 
b) satisfying requirements (competencies, contents)  
c) logical overall structure and accurate language  
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 

a) Scoring of ‘understanding of the task’: 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 

• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 

• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant to the problem are the 
reasoning and the statements? 

• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, 
and did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 
First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for 
that task can only be 0 too.  
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 

For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 
7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
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4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space, use of sources) that a 
candidate has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required 
in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay 
tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an 
event are to be identified.  

If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the 
number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. (E.g. in the case of short-
answer tasks only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place, Use 
of special vocabulary and Use of sources and the same points can be awarded for Location: 
era and place and Use of special vocabulary in longer, essay-type tasks.) 
If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be awarded 
because of the close connection between them (e.g. 1 or 4 points cannot be awarded for 
Description of factors influencing events, while in the case of longer, essay-type questions 1 
or 5 points cannot be awarded for Use of sources and 1 or 6 points cannot be awarded for 
Description of factors influencing events). 
As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 
 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 

 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
location; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
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Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several 
typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 
1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 
0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect.  

 
c) Scoring ’structure and clear language’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of compositions 
The ability to express ideas within the constraints of a set number of lines is an important 
writing skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 
lines (in the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
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4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  
8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. If the total is a round number, nothing 
needs to be done, but if it is not, it should be rounded up or down according to the 
applicable mathematical rule (e.g. 23.5 points will be rounded up to 24 points). 

 
III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 

 
Add up the scores of the first and second parts (I and II)  
 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 
 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

 
Long essay tasks 
 

 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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I. SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 

1 The religions of the ancient East (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
territory/civilisation illustration
India c 
China d 
Palestine/Israel a 
Egypt  
Mesopotamia b 
 
2 Medieval trade (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 
route, region, city number
Champagne 4. 
Florence 7. 
Constantinople 8. 
the Swiss mountain passes 5. 
Rome  
the Levantine trade routes 1. 
Flanders 3. 
Venice 6. 
the Hanseatic trade routes 2. 
the Silk Road  
 
3 The Golden Bull (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

Statement true false 
a) The Golden Bull was issued by Béla IV in 1222 under pressure by a 
movement of conservative barons, royal servants, and castle-serfs.  X 

b) The Golden Bull reinforced the liberties of the castle-serfs, for 
example, the exemption from taxes and the right to a last will and 
testament as well as their obligation to provide military service. 

X  

c) The issue of the Golden Bull was preceded by a large-scale 
programme of land grants.  X  

d) Earlier, the king had tried to raise royal revenues by debasing the 
currency in order to increase the income of the treasury. X  

4 The reign of Louis XIV (Total: 4 points) 
 
a) B, C, A (1 point for the correct order) 
b) (1 point for each correct line) (on condition that the correct aim corresponds to the given 
measure) 

measure the aim of the measure 
payment of a loan or the support of 
manufactories 

for the establishment of manufactories or the 
purchase of machinery or an increase in 
production 

canalization or improvement of the road 
network 

to facilitate transport 

c) mercantilism or Colbertism (1 point) 
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5 The Rákóczi freedom fight (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

event location number of the source 
 

successful kuruc military campaign 
 

Dunántúl 2 

the diet declares the dethronement of the 
House of Habsburg 

Ónod 3 

 

kuruc defeat in battle 
 

Trencsén 1 
 

laying down of arms (more precisely: laying 
down of flags) 
 

Majtény 4 

 
6 The evolution of a unified Germany (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

event year person name 
“the Spring of the 
Nations” 

a) 1848 the then failed Chancellor of 
Austria: 

e) Metternich 

the Battle of 
Königgrätz 

b) 1866 the defeated monarch: f) Franz Josef 

the Battle of Sedan c) 1870 the defeated monarch: g) Napoleon III 
the declaration of the 
German Empire 

d) 1871 the then Chancellor of 
Germany: 

h) Bismarck 

 
7 The economic compromise (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
 
a) 1 state debt 
 2 the costs of common affairs 
b) 1 common customs frontiers/area 
 2 common currency 
 3 system of weights and measures 
c) postal and telegram services 
 
(Any other correct answer is acceptable. The order of items in questions a) and b) can be 
different.) 
 
8 The formation and characteristics of the Soviet Bloc (1 point for each correct item, 
total: 4 points) 
 
a) GDR/German Democratic Republic (also acceptable: East Germany) 
b) Poland 
c) Czechoslovakia 
d) Yugoslavia 
 
9 Hungary between the two world wars (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 
a) ca. 50% 
b) great landowners or the upper middle class or the middle class 
c) 33 times 
d) increasing average life expectancy, improving health services, falling death rate, natural 
increase 
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10 The regime change (Total: 4 points) 
 
a) (0.5 points for each correct item) 
 
always (an) official holiday(s) in the last 50 years March 15, August 20 
only (an) official holiday(s) up to the regime change April 4, November 7 
(an) official holiday(s) since 1989 October 23 
 
b) freedom of the press (1 point) 
c) demands drafted in 12 points; the date of March 15 (0.5 points for each correct item) 
 
11 The disintegration of Yugoslavia (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
 
a) Slovenia b) independence c) ethnicity d) homogeneous e) Serbs f) recognised 
 
12 The problems of the Roma (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
 
a)  

concepts/phenomena number 
high rate of unemployment 2 
poor state of health 4 or 5 
self-government  
difficulties in integrating 6 
poverty 3 
migration to small villages 4 or 5 

 
b) discrimination 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13 The evolution of Christianity (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the moral teachings of Jesus. The answer 
uses the sources to reveal some fundamental aspects (e.g. love 
and forgiveness). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Jesus was active in the 1st 
century A.D. (around the beginning of the present era) and that 
he worked in Palestine. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses the general and the specific concepts 
related to the period correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (religion, 
God, Jewish, law, etc.) and topic-related special vocabulary 
(absolution, the principle of ‘an eye for an eye’) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Jesus rejects the principle of ‘an 
eye for an eye’ or s/he says that he even prescribes love for 
one’s enemy and mentions that this goes beyond the laws of the 
Jewish religion. 

0–4 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the novelty of the moral teachings of 
Jesus. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Jesus starts from the laws of the 
Jewish religion and s/he says that he reinterprets them 
(extensively) or s/he presents similarities and differences 
between the two; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the central elements of the 
teachings of Jesus are love and forgiveness and s/he says that he 
places them above formal laws. 

0–6 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

EXAM POINTS 12 
 
 
14 The issue of slavery in the US (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the role of the issue of slavery in the 
outbreak and outcome of the American Civil War. The answer 
uses the sources to reveal some fundamental aspects. 

0–4 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that there was a difference of opinion 
between the northern and southern states of the United States on 
the question of slavery (s/he may mention that after 1820 
slavery was illegal north of the 36º 30’ parallel but it was legal 
south of this line) and the Civil War broke out because the 
southern states left the Union, and lasted from 1861 to 1865. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses the general and the specific concepts 
related to the period correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following terms correctly (North, 
South, slaveholding state, liberation of slaves, president, 
liberation, civil war, etc.).  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that (as specified in the Missouri 
Compromise) slaveholding became illegal in the North and s/he 
says that Lincoln’s proclamation liberated the slaves of the 
South or s/he mentions that the Missouri Compromise ordered 
that slaves who had fled to the free states were to be returned to 
their owners and s/he says that Lincoln’s presidential edict of 
1863 also liberated the slaves of the Confederation (South). 

0–4 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate analyses the role of slaveholding in the 
American Civil War and s/he reveals the effect of the liberation 
of slaves on the outcome of the war. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the circumstances of the 
outbreak of the war and identifies the change in the former 
balance between the free northern and slaveholding southern 
states as its principal cause (s/he may mention that the Missouri 
Compromise stated that the proportion of free and slaveholding 
states must be maintained) or s/he may mention that Abraham 
Lincoln, the Republican Party candidate, won the presidential 
election of 1860 on the platform of the liberation of the slaves 
and in response the southern states left the Union and founded 
the Confederation; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the 1863 presidential edict 
specified that former slaves could join the Unionist army and 
s/he says that the liberation of the slaves also contributed to the 
eventual victory of the North (or apart from the land law and its 
increasing military superiority, the liberation of the slaves 
contributed significantly to the eventual victory of the North, but 
s/he may also mention that in the Union more and more people 
believed that slavery must be abolished throughout the United 
States. 

0–6 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

EXAM POINTS 12 
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15 Mátyás’ reign (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the revenues and expenditures of 
Mátyás. The answer uses the sources to reveal some 
fundamental aspects (e.g. the predominance of serfs’ taxes and 
the mercenary army). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Mátyás was king of Hungary 
between 1458 and 1490. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses the general and the specific concepts 
related to the period correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (king, 
treasury, tax, soldier’s pay, estate, Renaissance, court, etc.) and 
topic-related special vocabulary (extraordinary war-tax, thirtieth, 
royal revenues, Black Army, chancery, treasury, Corvina, etc.) 
correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Mátyás had significant revenues 
(compared to his predecessors and internationally) and s/he says 
that most of these came from serfs’ taxes or s/he says that he 
maintained a mercenary army and s/he mentions that this was 
extremely costly. 

0–4 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the revenues and expenditures of 
Mátyás, s/he analyses their amount and composition. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Mátyás’ centralised feudal 
monarchy increased royal revenues to European levels and s/he 
says that due to the relative underdevelopment of his country 
and its towns he achieved this by increasing serfs’ burdens or 
that this involved the regular collection of the extraordinary 
war-tax; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that parallel to revenues, 
expenditures multiplied as well and s/he says that the upkeep of 
the permanent mercenary army (Black Army) and the line of 
anti-Turkish border castles used up these revenues or that 
Mátyás spent the money on defence against the Turks, western 
conquests and Renaissance culture. 

0–6 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

EXAM POINTS 12 
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16 János Hunyadi’s military campaigns (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents and gives a concise analysis of János 
Hunyadi’s anti-Turkish campaigns. 
The analysis reveals the achievements and failures of the 
campaigns and briefly evaluates Hunyadi’s Turkish policy. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that in the 1440s János Hunyadi led 
several campaigns in the Balkans against the Ottoman 
Empire, which was making advances and was already 
threatening Hungary, and he was also organising the defence 
forces of the southern border-castles until his death in 1456. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses the general and the specific concepts 
related to the period correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly 
(military campaign, army, tactic, corps, etc.) and the candidate 
uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly (mercenary army, 
military offensive, governor, Hussite tactics, system of border-
castles, sultan, janissary, etc.). 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate uses the battle scene and the text of the 
chronicle to say that the armoured cavalry were the strong 
point of Hunyadi’s army and s/he says that at both at Varna 
and Rigómező this proved to be insufficient to defeat the 
superior Turkish force and the disciplined infantry units of 
the janissaries; 
C E.g.: the candidate uses the coat of arms and its caption to 
state that János Hunyadi was raised to be a baron in the 
service of the Hungarian kings (Sigismund of Luxembourg 
and Wladyslaw Jagiello) and s/he says that he dedicated his 
military genius and the fortune he had acquired to the 
struggle against the Turks; 
C E.g.: the candidate uses the historian’s analysis to point out 
that Hunyadi intended to prevent Turkish expansion with a 
pre-emptive campaign and s/he says that he used the 
principles of modern warfare during his campaigns or s/he 
says that he based his ambitious plans (the expulsion of the 
Turks from the Balkans) on his modern army. 

0–8 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents János Hunyadi’s anti-Turkish 
campaigns and reveals the reasons for their achievements and 
failures. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the autumn of 1443 
Hunyadi started an offensive campaign at the head of an 
international army (the long campaign) and he made a deep 
incursion into the territory of the Turkish Empire, but s/he 

0–10 
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says that despite these military achievements there were no 
lasting results or s/he says that as a result of the campaign the 
independence of Serbia was temporarily restored; 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in 1444 and again in 1448 
(breaking the treaty he had signed with the Turks) Hunyadi 
made renewed attempts to weaken the Turks’ positions in the 
Balkans and s/he says that both campaigns ended in defeat (at 
Varna and Rigómező); 
C E.g.: the candidate states that eventually Hunyadi’s 
offensives failed but s/he says that his undertakings cannot be 
regarded as mistaken or fruitless as he succeeded in holding 
up the Turkish advance or s/he states that the forces at 
Hunyadi’s disposal were not sufficient to defeat the Turks 
and s/he says that in the next period the main emphasis in 
Turkish policies shifted towards defence. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

EXAM POINTS 21 
 
 
17 The Declaration of Independence (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate compares the American and Hungarian 
declarations of independence in terms of the reasons they give 
for declaring independence. 
The answer uses the sources to reveal some fundamental 
aspects. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the North American British colonies 
and Hungary as part of the Habsburg Empire issued their 
respective declarations of independence in 1776 and on April 
14, 1849. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses the general and the specific concepts 
related to the period correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following terms (dethronement, 
enlightenment, people, nation, empire, colonial dependence, 
independence, sovereignty, social contract, etc.).  

0–4 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that both documents declare the 
illegitimacy of their current rulers and s/he says that the 
American declaration is based on a foundation of principles 
(social contract or the principle of sovereignty), while the 
Hungarian lists concrete grievances (s/he may mention the 
treason against the nation, taking up arms against the nation and 
the violation of the Pragmatic Sanction). 

0–4 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate analyses the Hungarian and the American 
Declaration of Independence and s/he reveals the causes of the 
similarities and the differences between the reasons given for 
dethronement. 
C E.g.: the candidate states the principles that the declarations 
are based on and s/he says that the American declaration takes 
the ideas of the enlightenment as its foundation or that the 
Hungarian diet probably used the American document when the 
declaration was drafted; 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the circumstances under which 
the two declarations were issued and s/he says that while the 
United States declared its independence as a colony of Great 
Britain, Hungary wanted to gain freedom from the Habsburgs, 
who intended to centralise their empire and abolish our 
country’s former independence. 

0–6 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

EXAM POINTS 12 
 
18 Society under the Dual Monarchy (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents and analyses Hungarian society in the 
period of the Dual Monarchy. 
The answer gives a concise presentation of the structure and 
classes of Hungarian society in the period of the Dual 
Monarchy. 
The analysis reveals the torlódott structure of the society [the 
new middle class lived side by side with the groups which 
preserved traditional norms] and presents the characteristics of 
the principal traditional and modern classes. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the period of the Hungarian Dual 
Monarchy was between 1867 and 1918 (s/he may mention 
that the second industrial revolution can be located in the 
same period). 

0–4 
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly 
(society, economy, class, traditional, modern, elite, mobility, 
etc.) and the candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary 
correctly (industrialisation, member of the upper middle class, 
genteel middle class, gentry, member of the lower middle class, 
peasant, servant, etc.). 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the members of the upper 
middle class led a life of luxury and s/he says that in this (and 
in their social activity) they imitated the great landowners; 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the members of the 
middle class lived in larger flats in towns and s/he says that 
the flat also served the purpose of social representation (e.g. 
the drawing room) or that keeping servants was widespread; 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that there was a clear 
separation of social classes and s/he says that the majority of 
society considered this to be acceptable. 

0–8 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the characteristics of society in 
Hungary in the period of the Dual Monarchy. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the modern social classes 
appeared in Hungary due to industrialisation but s/he says 
that the dominance of the traditional classes did not change, 
so a dual (torlódott) society [the new middle class lived side by 
side with the groups which preserved traditional norms] 
evolved; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that members of the genteel 
middle class (in part descendants of the landed nobility) 
worked in public administration and as white-collar workers, 
while members of the middle class were property holders and 
employees, and s/he says that below them were the craftsmen, 
small shopkeepers, and the state-employed lower middle class 
(e.g. railway employees); 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the lowest class of the 
traditional society was the smallholder peasantry (and the 
landless agricultural labourers, the servants of landowners’ 
households) and s/he says that an increasing number of 
industrial skilled labourers (and unskilled labourers) 
concentrated in cities. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–10 
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Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

EXAM POINTS 21 
 
19 The standard of living in the Kádár era (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents how Kádár’s policy of continually 
raising the standard of living led to the accumulation of a 
national debt. 
The answer uses the sources to reveal some fundamental 
aspects. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the Kádár era in Hungary lasted 
from 1956 to 1989 and the phenomena described in the question 
were especially characteristic of the second half of this era. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses the general and the specific concepts 
related to the period correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following terms (standard of living 
total debt, world market, loan, oil crisis, trade balance, etc.) 
correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that from the mid-1970s (and in the 
second half of the 1980s) the total debt of the country rose 
significantly and s/he says that this had to do with the sharp rise 
in the price of oil (or the worsening trade balance, or the higher 
and higher loans which served to maintain the standard of 
living). 

0–4 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate examines the connections between the policy 
concerning the standard of living during the Kádár era and the 
rising national debt. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that in the Kádár era the continually 
rising standard of living was considered to be the basic 
foundation of power and s/he says that many political and 
economic decisions were governed by this principle; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the Hungarian economy was 
unable to adapt to the changes brought about by the oil crisis 
and s/he says that the position of the Hungarian economy on the 
world market was continually becoming weaker (or party 
leaders intended to alleviate the consequences of the oil crisis by 

0–6 
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applying to the West for loans, but a significant part of the loans 
was spent on maintaining the standard of living and a large 
national debt accumulated). 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

EXAM POINTS 12 
 
20 The Trianon Peace Treaty (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents and analyses the Trianon Peace Treaty. 
The answer gives a concise presentation of the main resolutions 
of the Trianon Peace Treaty and their consequences. 
The analysis reveals the objectives of the great powers 
(economic and political influence), the independence struggles 
of the nationalities and the territorial and military consequences. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the Trianon Peace Treaty was 
signed after World War I (1914-18), which Hungary lost, on 
June 4, 1920 as part of the Paris treaties (in Versailles). S/he 
mentions that according to the treaty significant territories of 
pre-World War I Hungary were taken away: Transylvania, the 
Felvidék (with Kárpátalja), some southern territories 
(Bácska, Bánát, etc.) and a western strip (Burgenland). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly 
(war, peace, victor, loser, territory, population, ethnicity, 
economy, etc.) and the candidate uses topic-related special 
vocabulary correctly (referendum, reparations, revision, etc.). 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the great powers intended 
to increase their influence (especially France) and s/he says 
that they intended to justify this with the independence 
struggles of the nationalities; 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Treaty took 
Transylvania, Felvidék, as well as southern and western 
territories away from Hungary and s/he says that as a result 
Hungary became a small country or that a previously 
ethnically mixed Hungary became an (almost) homogeneous 
nation state; 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the peace treaty abolished 

0–8 
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compulsory military service or prohibited the use of modern 
military technology and s/he says that Hungary became 
vulnerable to military attack. 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the main resolutions of the Trianon 
Peace Treaty and their causes. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the peace treaty was 
signed after a crushing defeat in World War I and the 
disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and s/he 
says that it was dictated by the victors without any genuine 
negotiations; 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that after World War I Central 
Europe was considered to be part of the French zone of 
influence and s/he says that the victors intended to give more 
economic and military power to their smaller allies; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that as a result of the peace treaty 
Hungary lost the greater part of its territory and population 
and s/he says that in addition to this, the country was 
weakened the both economically (reparations) and militarily 
(the abolition of obligatory military service); 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–10 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

EXAM POINTS 21 
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