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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
1. Correct answer             
2. Missing part            √  
3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)              ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the number of maximum points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 
points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

 
I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 

The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 
Scoring 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:            0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:  0 points 
Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 
When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 
• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 0.5 points. 
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In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with 'e.g.')  
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 
 

II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 
 

1. Choosing the right tasks 
 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  
one essay about world history,  
one short essay about Hungarian history,  
one long essay about Hungarian history.  
The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 
If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  
• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 
• the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 
If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 
If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  
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2. Evaluating the tasks 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  
a) understanding of the task 
b) proper and relevant content  
c) logical overall structure and accurate language  
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 
a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 

• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 

• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the 
statements? 

• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, 
and did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 
First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for 
that task can only be 0 too.  
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 
7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space use of sources) a 
candidate has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required 
in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 
Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay 
tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an 
event are to be identified. If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a 
skill, then the number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. As a general 
rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 
 

Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 
 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 

 

Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
topic; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
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those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several 
typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 
1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 
0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect.  

 
c) Scoring ’structure and clear language’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 
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3. The length of compositions 
The ability to express ideas within the constrains of a set number of lines is an important 
writing skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 
lines (in the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
 
4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  
8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. (Do not round the complete exam score up or 
down.) 
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III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the scores of the first and second parts (I and II) (Do not round the final score up or 
down.) 
 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

 
Long essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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I. SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 

Task 1: The culture of the Ancient East. (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
 
 Name of ancient state Name of cultural relics 
a) Sumer/Mesopotamia/Babylon Mythical statue (Gilgamesh) 
b) Egypt Hieroglyphics or hieroglyphic 

writing 
c) Phoenicia Consonant writing/letter writing/ 

phonetic writing 
 
Task 2: The society and cultural history of medieval cities (0.5 points for each correct 
item, total: 4 points) 
 a) city people or plebeians 

b) own real estate or own house 
 c) 1) merchants or patricians 
  2) patricians (merchants) and craftsmen (guildmasters) or anybody  
                           with the  status of citizens 
  3) merchants or patricians 

d)  1) Gothic 
2) Renaissance (Reverse order is not acceptable) 

 e) the dome 
 
Task 3: The age of Máté Csák (Total: 5 points) 
 

a) 2 
b) 2 
c) 1 
d) 3 
e) 1 

 
Task 4: 18th-century forms of government (Total: 4 points) 
 a)  1. constitutional monarchy   (1 point) 
  2. absolute monarchy   (1 point) 
 b) 1, 2, 1, 1  (0.5 points for each correct item) 
 
Task 5: Hungarian Baroque (Total: 5 points) 
 a) 17 
 b) Jesuit 
 c) university 
 d) counter-reformation 
 e) Transylvania or Hungarian territories or Hungarian territories in the Alföld region 
 
Task 6: The social consequences of the industrial revolution. (Total: 3 points) 
 a) an 8-year-old boy 
 b) 12 hours 
 c) For example: More and more children were employed for longer and longer  
             daily working hours, and this led to the irreversible deterioration of their  
             health or their early death. Or they were overworked, and many did not even 
             reach adulthood. Any other correct answer is acceptable. 
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Task 7: Events preceding the Compromise (Total: 4 points) 
 a) False 
 b) False 
 c) True 
 d) False 
 
Task 8: Military conflicts preceding World War I (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 
2 points) 
 a) France 
 b) 3.) France-Germany 
 c) 1) (second) industrial revolution 
  2) iron ore 
 
Task 9: Foreign policy between 1938-41 (Total: 4 points) 
 

a) 2 
b) 4 
c) 1 
d) 3 

 
Task 10: Hungarian revisionist politics (Total: 5 points) 
 a) Hitler or Nazi Germany 
 b) Anti-Jewish Law 
 c) foodstuffs or foodstuffs and raw materials 
 d) Tripartite Pact 
 e) non-alignment or armed neutrality 
 
Task 11: Characteristics of ex-socialist countries after the change of regime (0.5 points 
for each correct item, total: 2 points) 
 a) False 
 b) False 
 c) True 
 d) False 
 
Task 12: National and ethnic minorities living in Hungary (Total: 4 points) 
 a) A century/100 years (1 point) 
 b) E.g.:  Using their native languages,  forming local and national bodies for  
            self-government, collective participation in public life, the fostering of their  
            cultures, education in their native languages and the use of names in their  
            native languages, minority representation (0.5 points for each correct item) 
 c) No, they cannot (get in preferentially) (1 point) 
 d) Local and national. (0.5 points for each correct item) 
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

13. The Lutheran Reformation (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the Lutheran Reformation and 
mentions its principal demands and some of its 
characteristics. 
Using the sources the answer refers to essential connections, 
e.g. preaching in the mother tongue and the demand to 
translate the Bible led to the development of a less complex 
and cheaper church. 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C The candidate states that the Reformation started in the first 
half of the 16th century (Luther's appearance: 1517) and s/he 
also mentions that the Reformation first appeared in the 
western and central regions of Europe or that Luther's 
activities can be located in the Holy Roman Empire. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms and 
expressions: Protestant, pardon, Reformation, secularization, 
printing of books, schools, etc., and uses topic-specific terms: 
e.g. indulgence, translation of the Bible, sacrament, 
Evangelical, pope, monk/nun, etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate uses the information in the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. The candidate mentions that the outbreak of the 
Reformation came as a reaction to the abuse of indulgences 
or to the secularization of the church, and s/he says that 
Luther initiated a process which led to the development of a 
new church, or the candidate mentions that the return to 
Biblical foundations led to the development of new forms of 
education and culture. 

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events  

S The candidate presents the principal demands and 
characteristic features of the Lutheran Reformation. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that Luther put special 
emphasis on the return to the Bible and s/he says that a 
number of other demands were direct consequences of this 
(e.g. preaching in the mother tongue/vernacular, translation of 
the Bible, new church hierarchy). 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that Luther initially spoke out 
against some abuses (e.g. the selling of indulgences, church 
expenditures), and s/he also says that his programme 
coincided with the intellectual and financial needs of the 
German bourgeoisie and nobility (e.g. cheaper church, need 
for a personal faith, the importance of the mother tongue, the 
opportunity to acquire church-owned lands). 

0–6 
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Structure, 
clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
 
14. The series of peace treaties ending World War I  (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate explores where, in the course of settling 
European territorial questions, the Wilson principles were 
applied and where they were not, and gives reasons for his/her 
answer. The answer includes that 'Wilson's principle of self-
determination'  was only applied where it did not go against the 
interests and/or promises of the great powers. 
Using the sources the candidate in his/her answer refers to the 
essential connections (e.g. the Wilson principles were asserted 
in the Western parts of Europe: Alsace-Lorraine, Belgium) 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place and 
time. 
C E.g. the candidate states that at the time when Wilson's "14 
Points" were being enunciated, in the last year of the war, the 
Entente had already committed itself to secret pacts, and it is 
clear from his/her answer that s/he is fully aware of the 
territorial dispositions of the treaties, or it is clear from his/her 
answer that the candidate knows:  the series of treaties ending 
WWI were signed around Paris in the course of  1919-20. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terms correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: great power, 
winners, losers, nationality problem, nationalism etc., and uses 
topic-specific terms correctly: Entente, series of peace treaties 
at Versailles, the Wilson principles/14 Points, self-
determination, secret pacts etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses the information in the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions.  
C E.g.: the candidate outlines where the Wilson principles were 
applied (Belgium, Alsace-Lorraine, Serbian outlet to the sea 
etc.) and where they were not (Austria-Hungary etc.) and states 
that on the whole it was not the principles of the American 
settlement but the secret pacts and Entente interests that were 
enforced.  

0–4 
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Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate explains that it was impossible to  put the 
Wilson principles into practice because the members of the 
Entente, especially the French, wanted to reinforce of their own 
influence and position as great powers at the peace conference.  
C E.g. states that in the territorial questions concerning certain 
Western parts of Europe the Wilson principles could be 
realised, because there they re-established earlier political-
geographical conditions (the sovereignty of Belgium, Alsace-
Lorraine was given back to France etc.) which the loser, 
Germany, was simply forced to accept.  
C E.g. the candidate states that in the case of some of the larger 
states of Central and South-East Europe Wilson enunciated his 
principles in vain: they could not be put into practice because 
the nationalities living in those countries announced their 
claims to secessions, which were supported by the French who 
hoped to gain influence in the area, and/or the losers were not 
invited to the conferences. 

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
 
15. Hungarian social changes in the early 13th century  (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes the strengthening of the situation of 
secular leaders.  
Using the sources the candidate in his/her answer refers to the 
essential connections. E.g.:  the weakening of royal power 
made the codification of the rights of barons and serviens regis 
possible.  

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place and 
time. 
C S/he states that Andras II issued the Golden Bull in 1222, 
and says that royal power was greatly weakened in the first half 
of the 13th century. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terms correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: nobles, land-
grant, royal power, royal council, etc.) and uses topic-specific 
terms correctly (right of resistance, noble privileges, serviens 
regis, baron, etc.) 

0–4 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate uses the information in the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions.  
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Golden Bull guaranteed 
the basic rights of the serviens Regis (tax exemption, no arrests 
without an official charge, etc.) and granted the barons 
significant privileges (right of resistance, foreigners are not 
appointed to national offices, etc.); and also says that these 
privileges strengthened secular leaders against royal power.  

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals and analyses the reasons why secular 
leaders had managed to gain strength and the significance of 
this process.   
C E.g.: s/he reveals that rivalry to ascend to the throne 
increased the number of land-grants and as a result royal lands 
shrank. The candidate also says that in this period royal power 
was fundamentally based on land, so royal power was 
weakened. 
C E.g.: s/he says that the two groups of secular leaders (barons 
and serviens regis) were already mentioned separately in the 
Golden Bull, and adds that a western-type social transformation 
was well underway, or says that later on the Golden Bull 
became the foundation of the rights of the Hungarian nobility.  

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
16.  The period after the battle of Mohács (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes Hungarian history between 1526 
and 1541 and shows the steps which led to the tripartite 
division of the country. 
In a concise answer the candidate describes the 
consequences of Hungary's internal disunity and the 
international situation. 
In his/her analysis the candidate reveals the political 
consequences of tripartition (Habsburg rule, Turkish 
occupation, Transylvania as a satellite state). 
In his/her answer the candidate uses, interprets and 
compares the sources, and extracts the most significant points  
and draws conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C E.g. the candidate states that the process involved in the  
tripartition took place between 1526 and 1541. Hungary 
became wedged between the Habsburg and the 
Ottoman/Turkish Empires, thus it became a battlefield. S/he 
mentions the following place names: Mohács,  (Várad), 
Buda, Vienna, Istanbul. 

0–4 
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses general terms properly: e.g. internal 
policy, foreign policy, great power, world power, buffer 
state, disunity, campaign, public administration, legal status 
etc., and uses the following topic-specific terms properly: 
e.g. Peace Treaty of Várad, dual kingship, territory under 
Turkish occupation, satellite state etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses the information in the sources in 
his/her answer and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. the candidate describes the immediate consequences 
of the battle of Mohács (the death of Louis II, election of 
two kings), and states that all this divided the nobility of the 
country, which suited the Turks.  
C E.g. the candidate describes the most important military 
(campaigns) and political (peace treaties) events of the 
period, and states that the Turks launched unsuccessful 
campaigns against Vienna (1529, 1532), or ravaged Buda 
twice, and as a result of the balance of power the three 
rulers made bilateral peace treaties with each other (1528, 
1533). 
C E.g. the candidate describes the gist of the Várad Peace 
Treaty, and explains why this was broken by both rulers, 
and how this suited the Turks. S/he states that by taking 
Buda in 1541 the Turks permanently occupied the middle of 
the country, which led to the final tripartition of  Hungary.  

0–8 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals that as a result of the battle of 
Mohács the Medieval Hungarian state and military 
organisation collapsed, so there was no military or political 
power in the country which could take up the fight against 
the Turks. 
C E.g. the candidate recognises that between the two great 
powers (The Habsburg Empire and the Turkish Empire) 
Hungary became a buffer state, and states that her situation 
was made more difficult by the unfavourable balance of 
power.  
C E.g. the candidate infers that the struggle for power 
between Ferdinand and Szapolyai left Hungary open to the 
Turks, and states that the final consequence of this was the 
capture of Buda and the tripartition of the country.  
C E.g. the candidate describes the characteristics of the 
political situation in the three parts of the country: royal 
Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire, centralisation 
was in effect, its task was to defend the empire against 
Turkish attacks; the territory under Turkish occupation was 
part of the Turkish Empire, where Turkish administration 
was set up; Transylvania was relatively independent in its 
domestic affairs, but paid tax to the Turks. S/he states that 
these conditions persisted until the end of the 17th century. 
C The candidate uses her/his own knowledge to support and 

0–10 
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complete the analyses.   

Structure, clear 
language  

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
sentences are clear and unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
 
17. The program and activities of István Széchenyi (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding of 
task 

The candidate reveals the barriers to Hungary's economic 
modernisation, and explains how Széchenyi wanted to 
eliminate these problems. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to important 
connections (e.g. Széchenyi realised that entailment made it 
impossible to obtain credit and wanted to persuade the 
nobility which enjoyed privileges that the existing form of 
agriculture was unfavourable for them) 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C E.g. the candidate states that Széchenyi implemented his 
programme and practical activities in the Reform Era (1825. 
and between 1830 and 1848) (or we consider the publication 
of his book Credit the beginning of the Reform Era), and 
that according to his concept reforms should be carried out 
within the framework of the Habsburg Empire, in 
cooperation with the Habsburgs or the Viennese court.  

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms: reform, 
traffic, modernisation, agriculture,  transportation; s/he uses 
the following topic-specific terms: Reform Era, bourgeois 
transformation, general sharing of taxation, entailment, 
privileges, serfdom, socage, credit, Chain Bridge, 
aristocracy etc.  

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate uses the information in the sources in 
his/her answer and comes to simple conclusions.  
C E.g. s/he introduces the problems of the economic system 
in the Reform Era (lack of credit, as a result of entailment 
there was no credit, socage was not efficient, non-nobles 
could not possess land, the existence of privileges etc.) and 
the stages by which they were to be solved, and states that in 
order to get their support for his reforms, Széchenyi 
emphasised the possibilities of economic development for 
the nobles. 

 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0801 17 / 21 2008. május 7. 

Történelem angol nyelven — középszint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate explains why Széchenyi approached the 
barriers to modernisation from the economic point of view, 
and introduces the main steps towards modernisation. 
C E.g. the candidate states that Széchenyi considered the 
elimination of the estate-system  (noble privileges, serfdom) 
as the path to reform, and mentions that as a result of this his 
reform  program caused much debate among the nobility in 
the 1830's, and/or divided it.  
C E.g. the candidate states that Széchenyi considered the 
development of transportation as one of his main tasks 
because he regarded this the basis of development for 
agriculture and industry, and that he wished to carry out  the 
modernisation of the country following the English pattern.  

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK  24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
 
 
18.  Demographic and ethnic conditions in 18th-century Hungary  (long)  
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate explains how Hungary's demographic 
conditions were formed in the 18th century, and the answer 
includes the reasons for the changes in the population.  
S/he analyses the attempt of 18th-century Habsburg rulers to 
change the Hungarian population, and refers to their 
motives. 
The answer details the changes which took place in the ethnic 
proportions of the population and refers to their immediate 
and later consequences. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources, 
extracts the most important points, and draws conclusions.  

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C The candidate points out that the repopulation of the 
country could only take place after peace had been made 
with the Turks (1699), and after the end of the Rákóczi 
freedom fight (1711). The process lasted throughout the 
18th century, and resettlement happened in several major 
waves. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses general terms properly: e.g. 
population density, the population of the country, estimate, 
population census, etc.)  and the following topic-specific 
terms and expressions: demographical changes, ethnic 
conditions, immigration, organised settlement, tax benefit, 
multi-national country etc. 

0–4 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate uses the information in the sources and 
comes to conclusions. 
C E.g. on the basis of the maps the candidate recognises 
which nationality settled in which part of the country and 
states that as a result of the settlements the ethnic and 
demographic conditions of the country changed, the country 
became multi-national. 
C E.g. the candidate states that the nobility did its best to 
get as much workforce (new subjects) as possible to 
cultivate their lands, thus the peasants settling on their 
lands were granted privileges (free movement, exemption 
from corvee for a period).  
C E.g. the candidate states that the settlement was 
organised by the court and the Hungarian aristocracy, as 
only they possessed enough power and money, and declares 
that as a result of their influence and wealth they could 
afford to waive the corvee, with the result that many people 
settled in their estates.  
C E.g. s/he refers to the fact that the scarcely populated 
areas and the uncertainty of ownership within the country 
attracted large numbers of settlers from outside, and states 
that the labour of the settled population greatly contributed 
to the economic strengthening of the country.    

0–8 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate explains the reasons for the repopulation 
and resettlement of 18th-century Hungary and their 
consequences on the ethnic composition of the 
contemporary Hungarian kingdom.  
C E.g. the candidate points out that as a result of Turkish 
occupation and constant warfare, by the 18th century the 
country's central and  southern parts had turned from once 
immense, rich lands into swamps. S/he states that the 
population of the country was significantly reduced, and 
that depopulation mainly affected the central and southern 
parts,  which were mostly inhabited by  Hungarians, thus 
their numbers decreased more than average. 
C E.g. the candidate recognises that by resettlement the 
court and the aristocracy wished to revive the economy, 
although military (defensive) aspects were also considered. 
S/he states that these settlements favoured the court's 
attempts at Germanisation and that the number of Catholics 
grew. 
C E.g. the candidate states that depopulation  changed the 
ethnic composition of the country's population, Hungarians 
became a minority, and declares that this caused no 
problems in the course of that century, but that in the next it 
would become a source of serious tension.  
C The candidate uses her/his own knowledge to support and 
complete the analyses.  

0–10 
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Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
sentences are clear and unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
 
19. Agriculture in  the  Kádár era (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding of 
task 

The candidate describes the characteristics of agriculture in 
the Kádár era. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to important 
connections (e.g. providing the general public with good 
supplies was a political question, so the political leadership 
was willing to initiate changes like the introduction of the 
private household plot [háztáji] to ensure these supplies). 

 
0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C The candidate states that the Kádár era lasted from 1956 
to 1989 in Hungary. The reforms of 1968 played a major 
role in the transformation of agriculture.  

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly. 
C: The candidate uses general terms: e.g. agriculture, 
growth, development, structure of ownership, reform etc., 
and uses topic-specific terms: e.g. Soviet model, second 
economy, economic sector, cooperative farms, state farm, 
household plot etc.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses information in the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions 
C E.g. the candidate states that as a result of the reforms 
both large-scale (state farms, cooperative farms) and small-
scale (household plots)  units were present, and declares that 
the purchase of Western technologies, the merging of 
cooperatives and  the employment of experts all contributed 
to the success of large scale production.  

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the characteristics of agriculture 
in the Kádár era. 
C E.g. the candidate recognises that a division of labour 
came about between the sectors: while larger farms tended 
to engage in crop production and in large-scale animal 
husbandry, smaller ones engaged in market-gardening, wine 
production and poultry-keeping, and states that in private 
farms market rules operated more strongly, thus the 

0–6 
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individual interests of farmers grew.   
C E.g. the candidate collects the factors underlying the rapid 
development of agriculture (advanced production 
technologies, structure of farms, system of interests, New 
Economic Mechanism); and states that Hungarian 
agriculture developed under Kádár; however, these changes 
could only result from political decisions. 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
 
20. Premiership of István Bethlen    (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes the steps towards political and 
economic consolidation and reveals how these steps 
contributed to the strengthening of the system. 
In a concise answer the candidate describes how domestic 
consolidation created a limited parliamentary system 
(agreement with the Social Democrats, restricting the secret 
ballot, restoration of the Upper House) 
The analysis reveals the international aspects of the political 

and economic consolidation (e.g. financial stabilisation was 
made possible by a League of Nations loan) .  
In his or her answer the candidate uses and interprets sources, 

extracts the most significant points and draws conclusions  

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C The candidate states that István Bethlen was the prime 
minister of 'Trianon Hungary' between 1921-1931. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses general terms: e.g. domestic policy, 
foreign policy, economy, crisis, boom, agreement/pact, 
suffrage, Social Democracy, loan etc., and the following 
topic-specific terms and expressions properly: 
consolidation, revision, dethronement of the Habsburg 
House, limited parliamentary system, pengő etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources S In his/her answer the candidate uses information in the 
sources and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. the candidate describes the steps of domestic 
consolidation (dethronement of the Habsburg House, 
plebiscite in Sopron, Bethlen-Peyer pact, electoral reform,  
restoration of the Upper House etc.) and states that by taking 
these steps Bethlen had managed to create a stable political 
system by the mid-1920's. 
 C E.g. the candidate mentions that one of the fundamental 
steps towards economic consolidation was,  after taking a 
loan from  the League of Nations, the introduction of the 

0–8 
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pengő (the purpose of which was to stop inflation), and states 
that the victorious powers ensured this loan as they considered 
Bethlen capable of achieving consolidation (and/or Bethlen  
was the politician whom the Entente accepted/supported). 
C The candidate introduces the characteristics of the 
economic structural change (the ratio of agriculture decreased, 
the structure of industry changed, etc.) and states that the basic 
reason for these changes was the Trianon treaty and/or the 
disappearance of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate explains how the steps towards domestic 
consolidation ensured the political role of the governing party, 
and describes how and why the economic structure was 
transformed after Trianon. 
C E.g. the candidate reveals the political role of the Bethlen 
Peyer pact: the restoration, but at the same time limitation of 
the activities of the Social Democratic party, as the strongest 
opposition party, and states that this contract turned the Social 
Democratic Party into the government's loyal opposition. 
C E.g. the candidate analyses what kind of  'political brakes' 
he was able to use to control the opposition (restriction of the 
secret ballot, extension of the open ballot; by restoring the 
Upper House he controlled the legislative process etc.)  and 
states that with these he created a parliamentary system where 
there was an opposition, but  one which could not get into 
governing positions (or s/he states that limited 
parliamentarism was created).  
C E.g. the candidate analyses the reasons for the economic 
structural change: part of the crop-yielding territories ended 
up on the other side of the border, thus the importance of 
agriculture and the food industry decreased, the textile-
industry boomed, domestic light industry was set up, and 
states that the increase in the production of electrical energy 
was linked to electrification in the economy and to 
consumption.   
C The candidate uses her/his own knowledge to support and 
complete the analysis. 

0–10 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
sentences are clear and unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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