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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
 
1. Correct answer           
2. Missing part        √  
3. Not closely connected to topic      [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)   
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                     

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)       ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined))          ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined) 

 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the number of maximum 

points that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the 
candidate in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 

points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 

 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be 

accepted. 
 

Scoring 
 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:   0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:     0 points 
Missing answer:     0 points 

 

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 

3.5 should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
 
•  when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be awarded 1 point, 
•  when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be rewarded with 0.5 points. 
In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has 

the same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. 
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In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from 
among several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. 

Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason 

for which must be explained in writing. 
 

II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 
 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 
Altogether four tasks can be evaluated: 

two short and two long essays, which must all be about different periods, with at least 
two of them dealing with Hungarian history, and at least one with world history. 

 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

 

If the candidate chose four tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right 
essay length or period, etc. 

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task (or those two or three tasks) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the 
highest number of points to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than four tasks, but his or her final choice of 
tasks is not indicated properly, and there are four tasks that were chosen correctly, then the 
task that comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that 
were correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 16, 17, 20. or 14, 16, 17, 20. 

If the candidate starts working on more than four tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least 
four tasks correctly, then those or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which four s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 16, 19, 22. 
should be evaluated. 

 
2. Evaluating the tasks 

 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration: 
 
a) understanding of the task 
b) proper and relevant content 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language 
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 

guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 
a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic,   
  and period in question? 
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• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the  
  main point of the question? 
• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the  
  statements? 

  • Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the sources, and did s/he  
    state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 
 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the 
maximum 4 or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points 
achieved for that task can only be 0 too. 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focused. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focused.  
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely  
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the 
sources are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them.. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
 

In the key the skills and competences a candidate has to show are marked with the letter 
‘S’, while the description of what is required in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’.  

Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case 
of the shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type 
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essay tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of 
an event are to be identified. If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to 
a skill, then the number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. As a general 
rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 

 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her 
answer contains a grave mistake. 

 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the 

skills can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as 

good answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and 
the topic; using concrete and abstract concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.); identifies 
several typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical 
events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect. 

 
c) Scoring ’structure and accuracy’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without 
grave spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
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7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes.  
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks 
the right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding 
paragraph is missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of 
language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 

It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the 
limits specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the 
dotted lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, 
this cannot be more than ca. 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks, ca. 4-5 lines. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide it by 3 or 4 to 

get the exam points. 
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down. 
8. Add up the exam points of the four essays. Do not round the complete exam score up  

or down if it is a number ending in 0.5. If the end of the number is less than 0.5, then 
round it down, if it is 0.6 or more, then round it up. (E.g.: leave the number 27.5 as it 
is, but 27.3 points should be rounded down to 27 points, while 27.7 points should be 
rounded up to 28 points.) 
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III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the scores for the first and second parts (I and II). (These may have been 
rounded up or down previously.) 
 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 
 

Maximum Achieved Criteria Points 
Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 6  
Description of factors influencing events 8  
Structure, accuracy 2  
Total 28  
 DIVIDED BY 4 
Exam points 7  

 
 
Long essay tasks 
 

Maximum Achieved Criteria Points 
Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 6  
Use of sources 10  
Description of factors influencing events 12  
Structure, accuracy 8  
Total 48  
  DIVIDED BY 3 
Exam points 16  
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I SHORT-ANSWER TASKS 
 

1 Ancient Rome (1 point per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
a) principate 
 
b) 
 

• he reorganised the political structure of the republic, 
• he deceived the masses and the army, 
• he heaped gifts on the aristocrats who took his side, 
• he gave up his title as triumvir, 
• he won over the senate, 
• he did not become a dictator and a consul for life, 
• he learnt from Caesar’s errors. 

 
(Other similar answers are also acceptable.) 
 
2 Mediaeval guilds (altogether 4 points) 
 
a) A guild is an organisation to protect the interests of masters of the same trade. (Other 
similar answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
b) To guarantee good quality. (1 point) 
c) 15, 24, 41; 47. (0.5 points per item) 
d) To control production or to restrict competition. (1 point) 
 
3 The laws of Louis I (altogether 4 points) 
 
a) (0.5 points per item) 
 
1 The name of the king mentioned in the source (In the text the 
[…] symbol replaces the name of the king.) Andrew II 

2 The name of the charter mentioned in the source The Golden Bull 
3 The year that the charter mentioned in the source was issued 1222 
4 The year the source text was issued 1351 
 
b) It changed the right to make a will freely by introducing the law of entailment [ősiség 
törvénye], which prevented the sale of lands owned by the nobility. (Other similar answers 
are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) 1848 (1 point) 
 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0802 9 / 23 2008. május 7. 

Történelem angol nyelven — emelt szint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

 
4 Adam Smith (1 point per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
 true false 
Adam Smith considered labour to be the basis of the economy. X  
Demographic factors have an effect on meeting the demand and on 
distribution. X  

The geographic features of a given country have a fundamental effect 
on its economic development.  X 

Adam Smith did not consider intellectuals to be a useful group within 
the society of the country. X  

 
 
5 Hungary in the 17th century (1 point per item, altogether 4 points) 
 
a) 1664 (1 point) 
b) Leopold I (1 point) 
c) Because after a victorious battle Leopold I returned the occupied lands to the Turks. or He 
did not continue with military operations against the Turks. or He signed a disadvantageous 
peace with the Turks. (1 point) 
d) The leaders were executed/beheaded. (1 point) 
 
6 The Holy Alliance (altogether 3 points) 
 
a) Prussia, the Austrian Empire (Austria, Habsburg Empire), Russia. (0.5 points per item) 
b) The protection of the dynasties and the church or the preservation of feudal states or the 
suppression of uprisings against the feudal monarchy. (Other similar answers are also 
acceptable.) (0.5 points) 
c) Greece (1 point) 
 
7 Hungary in the reform period 
 

Definition Letter 
Feudal election 

or royal 
appointment 

The leader of the executive’s top organisation C royal 
appointment 

The leader of the Lower House and forum for appeals in the 
judiciary system A royal 

appointment 
The leader of the Upper House and the Council of the 
governor-general B feudal election 

He is in charge of county administration E royal 
appointment 
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8 Economic conditions between the two world wars (0.5 points per item, altogether 3 
points) 
 
a) Germany had received loans from the United States. 
b) Soviet Union, Japan, Germany 
c) Country: Soviet Union or Soviet-Russia 
Reason: World War I or revolution or intervention and civil war 
 
9 The Horthy era (1 point per item, altogether 5 points) 
 
a) Kunó Klebelsberg 
b) the rate of illiteracy decreased from 30% to 6% or it dropped to one fifth (of what it was 20 
years before) 
c) big landowners or the aristocracy; intellectuals 
d) Despite the development of education, bridging the social gap was not successful. or 
People who came from the lower sections of society still did not have a chance to continue 
their studies and get a degree. 
 
10 The international connections of 1956 (1 point per item, altogether 3 points) 
 
a) At the outbreak of the revolution the United States followed a policy of caution and careful 
investigation. 
b) The US backed down and ceased to support the Hungarian revolution in any way. 
c) The Suez crisis or the Soviets’ firmness/intervention/threats. 
(Other similar answers are also acceptable.) 
 
11 The position of the European Union in the world economy. (altogether 2 points) 
 
a) One of the fundamental objectives or goals of the European Union has been to counter-
balance the US, the Soviet Union and later Japan economically. (Other similar answers are 
also acceptable.) (0.5 points) 
b) The EU has fulfilled its original mission, which was to reduce the gap between itself and 
its competitors in the economy. (Other similar answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) In the US. (0.5 points) 
 
12 Hungary today (altogether 4 points) 
 
a) s/he gives his/her consent to new laws, is commander-in-chief of the armed forces, s/he 
appoints and dismisses the government, s/he makes a proposal for the post of the attorney 
general, s/he appoints the president of the Hungarian National Bank. (0.5 points per item) 
b) For 10 years. (0.5 points) 
c) Indirectly or S/he is elected by the Parliament. (0.5 points) 
d) 3. (0.5 points) 
e) A (1 point) 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13 Western Europe in the 16th and 17th centuries (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the beginnings of capitalist economy and 
society in England in the 16th century. In his/her answer the 
candidate presents the capitalist transformation of agriculture 
and the appearance of factory-level industry and describes the 
various sections of English society. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that capitalist development in England 
was helped by the great discoveries and so it can be located in 
the 16th century. The candidate mentions the emergence of the 
Atlantic world economy. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. 
investment, agriculture, industry, landowner, wage-worker) and 
topic-related special vocabulary (e.g. enclosures, factory, 
monopoly, capitalist economy) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that a majority of English 
landowners specialised in breeding sheep or peasants were 
driven off their lands. S/he says that large estates producing for 
the market emerged or the number of city-dwellers increased; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that guilds were replaced by a new 
form of production, the factory, and s/he says that large-scale 
production commenced. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the economic processes, scenes and 
social background of capitalisation in England. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the price revolution due to the 
great discoveries stimulated investment in agriculture and 
industry, and s/he says that capitalist economy emerged or there 
was a general economic boom; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the nobility started enterprises, 
getting involved in market production, and s/he says that 
peasants who had lost their lands provided cheap labour for the 
factories; 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the state supported the foundation 
of trade companies and that these were a significant source of 
revenues for the English monarchs. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
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14 The Thirty Years’ War (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents and analyses the antecedents and the 
causes of the Thirty Years’ War, as well as the peace treaty 
which concluded it. 
In his/her answer the candidate presents the alliances between 
the great powers of Europe, their organisation and their 
functioning. S/he mentions the aspirations for hegemony of 
two powers (The Habsburg Empire and France). 
The analysis shows the connections between interests of 
power and religion. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the Thirty Years’ War took place 
between 1618 and 1648. S/he says that the majority of the 
countries of Europe, including those of the semi-periphery, 
participated in the war. S/he also mentions the most 
significant territorial changes. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. alliance, Catholic, Protestant power, autonomy, 
hegemony. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. Protestant Union, Catholic League, imperial diet. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the alliances were organised 
on a religious basis, and s/he says that besides this, achieving 
a position of hegemony was at stake in the conflict between 
the Habsburg Empire and France. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that besides the question of 
hegemony, several unrelated issues were settled during the 
Thirty Years’ War. S/he says that these issues include the 
recognition of the independence of The Netherlands or the 
attempts to achieve independence of the principalities of the 
Holy Roman Empire. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the Treaties of Westphalia 
meant the defeat of the emperor. S/he says that apart from 
territorial changes, decisions were reached on questions of 
religion, which made its free practice possible. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that apart from territorial changes, 
economic interests are also manifested in the treaties, and s/he 
says that besides territorial aspirations for hegemony, 
commercial interests also seemed significant (the territorial 
increase and expansion of France). 

0–10 
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Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate reveals the causes of the Thirty Years’ War 
and says that the end of the war and the Treaties of 
Westphalia changed the aspect and development of Europe 
fundamentally. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that apart from the two great 
powers, the economy of England also developed significantly, 
but s/he says that it was not a full participant of the war due 
to its internal conflicts. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that countries on the periphery 
of Europe also joined in the war. 
C E.g.: using his/her knowledge the candidate states that the 
unity of the Holy Roman Empire came to an end in 1648 or 
s/he says that this would later cause the backwardness of 
German territories as compared to the other countries of 
Western Europe. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the territory of France 
increased, and s/he says that the countries of Europe recognised 
the independence of Switzerland and The Netherlands. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
 
15 The establishment of the Triple Alliance (short) 

 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents and analyses the circumstances of the 
establishment of the Triple Alliance. 
The candidate makes some salient statements on the background 
of the alliance between the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, 
Germany and Italy. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the Triple Alliance was created in 
1882 and is connected to the historical events of the last third of 
the 19th century. The candidate mentions the spheres of interest 
of the Triple Alliance (e.g. Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Balkans). 

0–4 
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. great 
powers, alliance, colony, economic development) and topic-
related special vocabulary (e.g. Triple Alliance, occupation, 
power balance) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that besides its military nature, the 
alliance was also a form of political cooperation, and s/he says 
that the parties which signed the treaty undertook mutual 
obligations. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the great colonists were 
members of the Entente, while the countries without colonies 
were members of the Triple Alliance, and s/he says that despite 
this fact, Germany was the second most developed country. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents the establishment of the Triple 
Alliance. S/he reveals its antecedents and causes. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in Europe a new era started 
with the Congress of Berlin, and s/he says that the alliance 
between the three emperors broke up there and the formation of 
new alliances began. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the alliance between Germany 
and the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy was determined by their 
“central” position, and s/he says that their political and strategic 
goals were almost identical. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the fact that Italy joined the 
alliance clearly indicates anti-French policies, and s/he says that 
Bismarckian policies thus reached their goal: France was isolated. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
 
16 Cooperation between the allied powers during World War II (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents and analyses the conferences of the 
allied powers (the Soviet Union, the USA, and Great Britain). 
S/he analyses relations within the group of the three countries 
and their relations with other countries of Europe. 
S/he analyses the effect of the conferences and talks on the 
post-war period. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate correctly analyses the connections between 
war and diplomatic events. S/he gives a correct interpretation 
of the geopolitical situation of the allies. S/he presents the 
location of the territories which belonged to the different 
spheres of interest. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. war, peace treaty, conference. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. second front, zone of occupation, anti-Fascist coalition, total 
war, collective guilt. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Atlantic Charter was 
the first step towards the establishment of the anti-Fascist 
coalition. S/he says that it was the first time that a connection 
was established between the capitalist (US) and the socialist 
(USSR) world or s/he says that the allies showed moderation 
and restraint towards the internal politics of other countries. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that at the Teheran Conference 
the issue under discussion was already the conclusion of the 
war and the readjustment of borders in Central Europe. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the spheres of interest 
concerning Eastern and Central Europe were already decided 
during the war or s/he emphasises the changes in the nature 
of the conferences and s/he says that it became clear that 
Central Europe (including Hungary) would be occupied by 
Soviet troops. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Yalta and Potsdam 
Conferences were mainly about post-war settlement, and s/he 
says that all three countries agreed that Germany must be 
punished and divided but differed over how this should be done. 

0–10 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate analyses the meetings between the allies and 
the background and effect of the issues discussed. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that relations were established 
through the Atlantic Charter and s/he says that this had no 
military significance yet. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the three leaders first met 
at the Teheran Conference, and s/he says that among other 
things they mentioned the opening of the second front and the 
borders of Eastern Europe (e.g. Poland) as well. 
C E.g.: in connection with Yalta and Moscow the candidate 
states that post-war settlement was agreed over the heads of 
the other countries, and s/he says that the borders between the 
two sides and spheres of interest were already beginning to 
take shape. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the agenda at Potsdam included 
the conclusion of the war, bringing the criminals to justice, and 

0–12 
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the division of Germany, and s/he says that relations between 
the Western powers and the Soviet Union became distant. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
 
17 The laws of Saint Ladislaus and Coloman the Book-lover (short) 

 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents and analyses the laws of Ladislaus I and 
Coloman the Book-lover. 
The candidate uses the sources to compare them and s/he 
examines the most significant issues regulated by law as well as 
the identities and differences between the laws of the two kings. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that Ladislaus I reigned between 1077 
and 1095, while Coloman the Book-lover reigned between 1095 
and 1116 in Hungary. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. 
Christianity, state, law) and topic-related special vocabulary 
(e.g. the principle of an eye for an eye, slave, church) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate emphasises that a significant number of 
laws protected private property, and s/he says that they were 
strictest with regard to crimes against private property. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that another significant group of 
laws helped and protected the activities of the church, and s/he 
says that one century after embracing Christianity the Hungarian 
church was still relatively weak. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents and analyses the laws of Ladislaus I 
and Coloman the Book-lover. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that a period of anarchy and 
struggles for the throne had just ended in Hungary, and s/he says 
that there was a need for regulation by law. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the laws of Ladislaus were 
very strict, and s/he says that there was a need to protect private 

0–8 
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property. S/he also says that the laws achieved their goal as 
Coloman could ease their severity. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Coloman’s laws were 
significantly more lenient than those of Ladislaus, and s/he says 
that this was due to the consolidation of the feudal and Christian 
Hungarian state. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
 
 
18 The expulsion of the Turks (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the process of the expulsion of the 
Turks. 
S/he analyses changing relations between the Hungarian 
estates and the court in that period. 
S/he outlines the consequences of the expulsion of the Turks. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that during the expulsion of the 
Turks the Castle of Buda was recaptured in 1686 and fighting 
stopped when the Peace of Karlóca was signed in 1699. S/he 
mentions the geographical aspects of the anti-Turkish fight. 
S/he mentions the geographical aspects of the Peace of 
Karlóca. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. peace treaty, alliance, immigration. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. Holy League, territories under Turkish rule [hódoltság], 
hereditary monarchy, liberty to elect a king. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate uses the map to establish the direction 
of the expulsion of the Turks, s/he mentions the most 
significant battles, the peace treaty, and s/he says that the 
recapture of territories went on at a fast pace until 1687, when 
it slowed down. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the Hungarian estates held a 
diet in 1687, and s/he says that they renounced their liberty to 
elect a king. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the territorial integrity of the 
country was re-established with the Peace of Karlóca, and 

0–10 
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s/he says that the Marches of Temes [Temesi Bánság] 
remained in the sultan’s hands at that time. S/he says that the 
Principality of Transylvania lost its independence. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the period of Turkish 
occupation and the wars entailed heavy loss of life, and s/he 
says that the Serbs were the first immigrants. 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate analyses the causes, the antecedents and the 
process of the expulsion of the Turks and its effect on the 
development of the country. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the territories were 
successfully recaptured thanks to international efforts, and 
s/he says that the real reason for the effort was to defend 
Vienna. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the connection between the 
recapture of Buda and the diet at Pozsony, and s/he says that 
the Hungarian estates renounced their liberty to elect a king 
“out of gratitude”. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the territorial integrity of the 
country was re-established but it did not become independent, 
and s/he says that the country became part of the Habsburg 
Empire, while the Principality of Transylvania also lost its 
independence. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the peace treaty, the setting up 
of the Commission for the Newly Acquired Territories 
[Újszerzeményi Bizottság], the reduction of Hungarian soldiers 
to serfdom, and the obligation of the country to pay the costs of 
the expulsion of the Turks led to opposition among Hungarians, 
and s/he says that there was a close connection between the 
outbreak of the Rákóczi freedom fight and the peace treaty. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
 
19 The international background of the compromise (short) 

 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the international connections of the 
compromise. 
The candidate finds connections between international events 
and events in Hungary. 

0–4 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the compromise was signed in 1867, 
and s/he says that events in Italy and Germany contributed to the 
negotiations in connection with the compromise. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. nation 
state, alliance, peace treaty) and topic-related special vocabulary 
(e.g. passive resistance, Patent of February, October diploma, 
Easter article, sanctio pragmatica/pragmatic sanction) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the struggle for unity in Italy 
had an effect on events in Hungary, and s/he says that there is a 
close connection between the October diploma, the Patent of 
February and Austrian defeats in Italy. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that there is a connection between 
the Treaty of Prague and the Easter article, and s/he says that the 
basis for negotiations offered by Deák only became viable after 
the defeated side signed the peace. 

0–6 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate presents and analyses the connections between 
the compromise, the events in Italy and the events of the 
Prussian-Habsburg contention. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the connection between 
abandoning passive resistance and the events in Italy, and s/he 
says that the proclamation of the Kingdom of Italy brought a 
change in Habsburg policy on Hungary (October diploma). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Kingdom of Prussia and 
the Habsburg Empire competed for the realisation of German 
unity, and s/he says that this affected policies concerning 
Hungary (Patent of February). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Battle of Königgrätz 
played a decisive role in accelerating negotiations about the 
compromise, and s/he says that for the Habsburgs the defeat 
meant giving up German unity and the need to reorganise the 
empire. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
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20 A description of the economic situation in the reform period (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents and analyses the economic situation in 
the reform period. 
S/he presents and analyses Széchenyi and Kossuth’s ideas. 
S/he presents and analyses the possible courses of 
development, and s/he presents the political background of 
economic development. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the question is about the 
economic situation in the first half of the 19th century, and 
s/he mentions the geographical features of the country. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. economic growth, factory, industry, reform, transport, 
infrastructure. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. bourgeois transformation, censorship, fee simple, universal 
taxation, consolidation of interests, protective tariff. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Hungary was an 
underdeveloped agrarian country, and s/he says that the 
situation of the serfs had been worsening. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the country had almost no 
industry and no railway network, and s/he says that the lack 
of infrastructure made rapid economic development 
impossible. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Kossuth as well as Széchenyi 
was working to improve the situation of the country, and s/he 
says that their methods were different. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that laws were needed in the 
interests of development, and s/he says that these processes 
were slow and it was only towards the end of the reform period 
that essential laws were passed to promote development. 

0–10 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate analyses the background of the unfavourable 
economic situation and presents the motives behind the 
debate between Széchenyi and Kossuth. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Hungary’s backwardness 
was rooted in the country’s position within Europe, as well as 
the division of labour in the empire, and s/he says that 
industrial development in Hungary was not important for the 
empire. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that both Széchenyi and 
Kossuth considered the abolition of feudalism, feudal 

0–12 
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constraints and prerogatives to be of prime importance, and 
s/he says that Kossuth’s political ideas were more radical than 
those of Széchenyi. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Kossuth considered the 
development of industry to be the way out of the country’s 
backward state, and s/he says that Széchenyi stressed the 
importance of transport and commerce. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that real economic development 
could not be achieved in the reform period without passing 
some essential laws (obligatory fee simple, the abolition of the 
tax exemption of the nobility), and s/he says that changing this 
situation was also in the interests of landowners. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
21 The political career of Gyula Gömbös (short) 

 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the political career of Gyula Gömbös. 
The candidate discusses his political views and ambitions and 
draws conclusions from them. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that Gömbös was the prime minister of 
Hungary in the early 1930s. S/he says that he was appointed to 
this position after the world economic crisis. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (e.g. 
economic crisis, shift to the right) and topic-related special 
vocabulary (e.g. government programme, racism) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that biographical information shows 
that Gömbös opted for a military career, which was generally 
accepted in the period, and s/he says that this career steered him 
towards right-wing parties at the beginning of his political 
career. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Gömbös pursued pro-German 
policies, and s/he says that his short-term objective was to find a 

0–6 
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solution for the crisis of Hungarian agriculture, while in the long 
term he hoped that the alliance with Germany would help 
revisionist ambitions. 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate attempts to present Gömbös’s whole political 
career. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the army officer turned 
prime minister came forward with a new political plan, and s/he 
says that this was the National Workplan [Nemzeti Munkaterv], 
which held the promise of escaping from the crisis. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Gömbös pursued a new 
course in foreign policy, and s/he says that he built closer ties 
with Germany and Italy (primarily in the field of the economy). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that he was unable to keep his 
promises in home politics, and s/he says that his policy failed. 

0–8 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
 
22 The Kádár era (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the society and lifestyle of the Kádár era. 
S/he shows a connection between the social structure and the 
lifestyle of the Kádár era. 
S/he shows a connection between opportunities and lifestyle 
in the period. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate presents the period between 1957 and 1989, 
and s/he says that the country belonged to the Soviet Bloc. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. post-Stalinism, “secondary economy” [második 
gazdaság]. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. “consumer socialism” [fridzsiderszocializmus], private plot 
[háztáji]. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate analyses the distribution of the working 
population into sections, and s/he says that in this respect the 
country had become somewhat similar to Western countries. 
C E.g.: the candidate analyses the caricature and states that a 
significant part of the population got their extra income from 

0–10 
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the “secondary economy”. 
C E.g.: the candidate uses the table to state that the role of 
women changed in that period, and s/he says that there were 
more and more active earners and fewer and fewer 
dependants among them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that there was a significant 
improvement in social conditions, and s/he says that the pension 
and social security system had developed fully by then, but it 
also had its shortcomings. 

Description of 
factors 
influencing 
events 

S The candidate attempts to give an objective presentation of 
the Kádár era. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the standard of living 
increased significantly, but s/he also mentions the 
unfavourable side of prosperity and the lack of long-term 
investment in the infrastructure. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that there were improvements 
in education, and s/he says that the party leadership attached 
greater value to professional competence. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that social benefits and the 
development of the welfare system both contributed to 
achieving a certain level of prosperity, but s/he says that the 
productivity of the state could not support this and it had a 
close connection with the country running up significant 
debts. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Hungary was among the better 
countries in the socialist bloc, and s/he mentions the causes of 
this and the problems which stemmed from it. 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports his 
or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
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