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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
1. Correct answer             
2. Missing part            √  
3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)              ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the maximum number of points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 
points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

 
I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 

The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 
Scoring 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:            0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:  0 points 
Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 
When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 
• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 0.5 points. 
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In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with  'e.g.')  
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

1. Choosing the right tasks 
 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  
one essay about world history,  
one short essay about Hungarian history,  
one long essay about Hungarian history.  
The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 
If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  
• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 
• the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 
If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 
If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  
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2. Evaluating the tasks 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  
a) understanding of the task 
b) proper and relevant content  
c) logical overall structure and accurate language  
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 
a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 

• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 

• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the 
statements? 

• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, 
and did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 
First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for 
that task can only be 0 too.  
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space use of sources) a 
candidate has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required 
in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 
Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay 
tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an 
event are to be identified. If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a 
skill, then the number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. As a general 
rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 
 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 

 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
location; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
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uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several 
typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 
1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 
0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect.  

 
c) Scoring ’structure and clear language’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of compositions 
The ability to express ideas within the constraints of a set number of lines is an important 
writing skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 
lines (in the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
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4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  
8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. (Do not round the complete exam score up or 
down.) 

 
III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 

 
Add up the scores of the first and second parts (I and II) (Do not round the final score up or 
down.) 
 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

 
Long essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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 I. SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 
1. Migrations (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 2 points) 
 a) 1. Huns   2. Vandals 
 b) Pannonia 
 c) Avars or Hungarians 
 
2. Humanism and Renaissance (Total: 4 points) 
 a) 1, 3 (The order does not matter) (0.5 points for each correct item) 
 b) Humanism (1 point) 
 c) 2. (1 point) 
 d) (Only in case of totally correct order can 1 point be awarded) 

Period / style Number 
Baroque 4. 
Gothic 2. 
Renaissance 3. 
Romanesque 1. 

 
3. Identifying medieval concepts (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
  

Concepts Number of the source 
a) the Benedictine order 2. 
b) guild 5. 
c) heresy 1. 
d) scholasticism 3. 

 
 
4. Great geographical explorations (Total: 4 points) 
a) (0.5 points for each line) (Points are awarded only if both elements are correct) 
Letter of route 
on the map 

Name of the discoverer The result of the expedition 

A Vasco da Gama He reaches India (sailing 
around Africa) 

B Bartolomeo Diaz He reaches the tip of Africa, 
the Cape of Good Hope 

C Christopher Columbus Discovers a new continent 
(America) 

b) (0.5 points for each correct item) 
1. true      2. false      3. true    4. false    5. false 
 
5. Socage regulations. (Total: 4 points) 
a) socage (corvée), ninth (1 point for each correct item) 
b) 2. landlord's land (domain) (1 point) 
c) The regulation was intended to protect the basic source of the state's tax-revenues. (Any 
correct answer is acceptable) (1 point) 
 
6. The French constitutional monarchy (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
a) false     b) true    c) true    d) false  
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7. The revolution in Pest, Pest-Buda-Vienna (Total: 4 points) 
a) No, because the wave of European revolutions in 1848 led to uprisings in many big cities 
of the Continent (e.g. Paris, Vienna, Berlin, Milan). (Any correct answer is acceptable) (1 
point) 
b) Ferdinand V (1 point) 
c) For example, everybody has to contribute to state revenues (independent of their origin) 
(Any other, essentially similar answer is acceptable) (1 point)    
d) e.g.: Sándor Petőfi, Dániel Irányi, József Irinyi, Pál Vasvári (Any other correct answer is 
acceptable.) (0.5 points for each correct item) 
 
8. The Great Economic Depression (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 
points)  

a) The United States (USA) or Germany 
 b) Germany or The United States (USA) 
 c) Great Britain 
 d) Germany 
            e) The United States (USA) 
            f) Hungary 
            g) Agrarian scissors (Gap btw prices of agricultural and industrial products) 
            h) industrial products (manufactured articles) 
 
9. The German occupation of Hungary and the Arrow Cross take-over (1 point for each 
correct item, total: 4 points) 
 a) smaller 
 b) Veesenmayer 
 c)  withdrawal/pulling out of the war or defeat of Germany 
 d) believed (Any other, essentially similar answer is acceptable) 
   
 
10. The Period after 1945 (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points)  
            a) Table 1 
 b) Table 2 
 c) Table 3 

d) Table 1 or table 2 
e) Table 3 
f) Neither 

 
11. The European Union (Total: 4 points) 

a) 1) Council of the European Union/Council of Ministers  2) (European) Commission  
3) European Parliament     (0.5 points for each correct item) 
b) 1957(0.5 points) 
c) 1) European Commission  2) Court of Auditors (1 point for each correct item) 

 
12. Social changes  (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 a) 1. about 500 (thousand) people 2. about 19% 
 b) 1. Pension contributions paid by employees 2. state sources  
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

13. Early colonisation of America (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes the radical changes in the life the American 
continent's native/indigenous population, which followed the 
appearance of the Europeans. 
Using the sources, the answer refers to essential connections, e.g. as 
a result of the Europeans' hunger for treasure a significant 
percentage of the local population perished, the looting of treasures 
started, as well as plantation agriculture and the slave trade. All this 
was accompanied by missionary activity.  

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate states that the discovery of America happened in 
1492, and names the territory conquered by the Spanish in America 
or Central and South America as the location of the changes which 
took place as a result of the discovery. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms and expressions: 
e.g. discoverer/explorer, mining precious metals, violence, cruel 
treatment etc., and uses topic-specific terms: e.g. 
conqueror/conquistador, plantation, slave trade, colonisation etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate uses the information in the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. The candidate states that the appearance of the Spanish and 
Portuguese conquerors changed the life of the natives completely: 
they established precious metal mines, employed slave labour, to 
ensure this they started to forcibly bring in large numbers of 
Africans; or the conqerors treated the natives cruelly; as their 
weapons were better they slaughtered the natives in great numbers; 
or new opportunities for spreading faith opened up, but as the 
natives identified Christianity with the conquerors  they acted with 
hostility towards them.  

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events  

S The candidate reveals the radical changes in the life of the 
indigenous population of the American continent following the 
appearance of the Europeans and the reasons for these. 
C E.g. the candidate points out that the Europeans' lust for gold led 
to the large-scale mining of precious metals. However, for this slave 
labour was needed, because the natives could not cope with the 
really difficult working conditions. 
C E.g. the candidate explains how as a result of epidemics and cruel 
treatment the population of the continent fell drastically, or refers to 
the fact that similar slave labour was needed on newly established 
plantations.   

0–6 

Structure, 
clear language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The answer 
has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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14. Systems of alliances (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes the systems of alliances in WWI and 
the economic potential of each alliance. 
Using the sources the candidate in his/her answer refers to the 
essential connections (e.g. explores the relationship between 
economic potential and the balance of power.) 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place and 
time. 
C The candidate records the formation of the systems of 
alliances (Central Powers and Entente) and the time of WWI 
(1914-1918), and locates the geographical position of each 
system of alliance. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terms correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g. system 
of alliance, trench warfare, economic potential,  hinterland etc., 
and uses topic-specific terms correctly: e.g. Entente, Central 
Powers, colonial empire, uneven development etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses the information in the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions.  
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the economic characteristics of 
each alliance, and comes to the conclusion that the economic 
background of the Entente (population, national income) was 
stronger than that of the Central Powers, or s/he states that the 
German alliance system was limited to the Continent, while 
they set aims concerning world politics, and adds that the 
German system of alliances was surrounded on all sides by the 
Entente.  

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes and analyses the economic potentials 
of the systems of alliances and the factors determining their 
chances.  
C E.g. mentions that in the competition for colonies the Entente 
had started earlier and conquered at a faster rate than Germany 
in this period also, and states that this significantly improved 
the Entente's chances.  
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the Entente had greater 
reserves, and states that the protracted war favoured the Entente 
against the Central Powers, who relied on blitzkrieg, or  
mentions that the United States became the most significant 
economic power of the period, and deduces that the contest 
between the two systems of alliance was mainly decided by the 
USA's standpoint.. 

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
 

 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0622 12 / 20 2007. május 9. 

Történelem angol nyelven — középszint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

 
15. The Hungarian conquest  (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes and analyses the reasons for the 
Hungarian conquest, and the preceding events.  
Using the sources the candidate in his/her answer refers to the 
essential connections (e.g.: the link between attacks from 
outside and territorial conquest) 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place and 
time. 
C S/he states the date of the conquest (895-900), mentions the 
natural/ethnic conditions or the geopolitical  characteristics of 
the region (e.g. Byzantine or Eastern Frankish sphere of 
interest, no unified state formation). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terms correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms e.g.: state, 
campaign, ethnic group, semi-nomadic, and uses topic-specific 
terms correctly e.g.: tribe, confederacy of tribes, duke, 
Pechenegs, Slaves. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses the information in the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions.  
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that prior to the conquest the 
Hungarians were fighting in the Balkans, the Pecheneg attack 
was unexpected by the Hungarians in Etelköz, and s/he states 
that the conquest happened over an extended period of time, in 
several stages. 

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes and analyses the reasons leading to 
the conquest. 
C E.g.: s/he mentions that the Hungarians reaching the edge of 
the Carpathian basin took part in the wars of the surrounding 
states (Byzantine-Bulgarian wars), it was the presence of the 
Hungarian troops in the Balkans  that triggered the Pecheneg 
attack, or states that it was the pressure of nomadic people 
arriving from the East that forced the Hungarians into the 
Carpathian basin. 
C E.g.: s/he mentions that the nomadic Hungarian tribes 
established a confederacy of tribes in Etelköz, and adds that 
this significantly increased their strength, which contributed to 
the success of the conquest, or mentions that there was no 
strong state structure in the Carpathian basin, and mentions that 
this, together with the favourable geographical conditions made 
the territory attractive for the conquerers.  

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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16.  János Hunyadi's military activities (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes and analyses János Hunyadi's anti-
Turkish activities.  
In a concise answer the candidate describes the 
unfavourable international balance of power (Turkish 
military superiority, the situation of the Balkans, lack of 
European cooperation). 
In his/her analysis the candidate describes the aims and 
results of Hunyadi's most important offensive and defensive 
campaigns (e.g.: creating buffer states). 
In his/her answer the candidate uses, interprets and 
compares the sources, and extracts the most significant points  
and draws conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C The candidate states that Hunyadi was fighting against the 
Turks in the middle of the 15th century (1442-1456) and refers 
to the fact that by this time the Turks had already got close to 
the Southern border fortress system as a result of their Balkan 
conquests, thus threatening the medieval Hungarian Kingdom. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses general terms properly, e.g.: Ottoman-
Turkish, campaign, border fortress, diplomacy, and uses the 
following topic-specific terms properly e.g.: border fortress 
system, janissary, spahi, standing army. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses the information in the sources in 
his/her answer and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the Turkish forces were  
significantly superior numbers, according to contemporaries 
as well, and states that in the long run the Hungarian 
Kingdom by itself could not have repelled the Turks.  
C E.g. the candidate states that there were diplomatic 
attempts to facilitate European cooperation, and adds that 
these did not succeed. 
C E.g. the candidate describes Hunyadi's significant 
campaigns and their characteristics, and states that as a 
result of his campaigns he managed to keep the Turkish 
forces away from Hungary.  

0–8 
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Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals the aims of Hunyadi's campaigns, 
and makes a connection between these and the current 
Turkish expansion in the Balkans. S/he evaluates the results 
of the campaigns in view of the international power 
relations. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the Ottoman Empire was 
at its apogee in the period in question, and states that as a 
result of its Balkan conquests (e.g. the capture of 
Constantinople) it consolidated its occupation of the 
Balkans in the period, and thus posed a direct threat to the 
southern borders of Hungary.  
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the Hungarian state with 
its system of Estates was opposed by a despotic power, and 
points out that the latter was much better able to concentrate 
forces, which further decreased Hungary's chances, or  
mentions that following Sigismund's policies János Hunyadi 
attempted to maintain the system of buffer states, and adds 
that his campaigns mainly served this purpose.  
C E.g. the candidate mentions János Hunyadi' s personal 
motivation, financial potential, abilities as a general and 
strategic conceptions, and states that his outstanding abilities 
and firmness played a significant role in his successes. 
C The candidate uses her/his own knowledge to support and 
complete the analyses.     

0–10 
 

Structure, clear 
language  

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
sentences are clear and unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
 
 
 
17. The April laws (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding of 
task 

The candidate concentrates on the description and analysis 
of the system of suffrage/franchise introduced by the April 
laws. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to important 
connections (e.g. in accordance to the requirements of the 
period, popular representation meant suffrage based on 
census). 

0–4 
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Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C E.g. the candidate states that following the revolution in 
March, the king sanctioned the April laws on 11 April, 
1848. S/he mentions that in this period Hungary was part of 
the Habsburg Empire, or  that the April laws referred to the 
whole of Hungary. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g. 
revolution, law, noble, burgher/townsman, serf etc., and s/he 
uses the following topic-specific terms: e.g. 
suffrage/franchise, popular representation, census etc.  

0–4 

Use of sources S The candidate uses the information in the sources in 
his/her answer and comes to simple conclusions.  
C E.g. s/he states that suffrage was based on financial 
census, and mentions that suffrage was significantly 
extended, because instead of origin it was linked to financial 
status and education, or mentions that the law left those who 
had had suffrage earlier (nobility and bourgeoisie) with this 
right, and adds that the extension of rights did not withdraw 
previous rights. 

0-4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate analyses and evaluates the social and 
political components of suffrage. 
C E.g. the candidate states that popular representation was 
based on census, linked to financial status and education, 
and mentions that this was in accordance with the customs 
of the era, or mentions that suffrage did not extend to 
women, stating that this was in accordance with the customs 
of the period.  
 C E.g. the candidate states that with the introduction of 
popular representation significant groups (e.g. master- 
craftsmen, land-owning serfs, the intelligentsia) gained 
political rights, and mentions that in this way the basis of 
bourgeois parliamentarism was established in Hungary, or 
that suffrage was not linked to ethnic origin, however, 
knowledge of Hungarian was a condition of being eligible, 
and adds that the latter restriction angered leading groups 
belonging to other nationalities. .  

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK  24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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18. The question of nationalities under the Dual Monarchy. (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate analyses the characteristics determining the 
conditions under which nationalities lived in the period of the 
Dual Monarchy. 
In a concise answer the candidate describes the main elements 
of the nationalities' legal status. 
The analysis reveals the political and social situation of 
nationalities and the connection between these (e.g.: among 
people with little property or no land at all the proportion of 
those who belonged to nationalities was greater than those of 
Hungarian origin).  
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources, 
extracts the most important points, and draws conclusions.  

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C The candidate states that the period of the Dual 
Monarchy lasted from the Compromise of 1867 to World 
War I (1914-1918), and describes the spatial aspects of the 
nationality question (e.g.: the geographical location of each 
nationality). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses general terms properly: e.g. law, 
elections, ethnic group, autonomy,  etc.  and the following 
topic-specific terms and expressions: e.g. nationality law, 
Hungarian-Croatian compromise, collective rights, 
individual rights, unitary political nation etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses the information in the sources and 
comes to conclusions. 
C E.g. s/he states that at the beginning of the period of the 
Dual Monarchy there were significant positive initiatives in 
favour of nationalities, and adds that this made the 
parliamentary representation of Croatians and national 
education possible. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions the characteristics of the 
social composition of nationalities and states that there 
were major differences in the ethnic composition of the 
individual social groups.  
C E.g. the candidate describes the country's ethnic 
composition in 1910, and states that the Hungarians were an 
absolute majority only without counting Croatia. 

0–8 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes and analyses the characteristics 
determining the conditions under which nationalities lived in 
the period of the Dual Monarchy, and analyses their legal, 
social and economic situation.  
C E.g. the candidate recognises that to start with the policy 
towards nationalities was liberal in Hungary, and this was 
mainly characterised by the standpoint of the unitary 
political nation, at the same time several political and other 
individual rights were ensured for the nationalities, and 
concludes that the reforms (parliamentary representation of 
Croatians, Eötvös' educational law) were exemplary in the 
whole of Europe. 
C E.g. the candidate recognises that nationalities mainly 
belonged to the less wealthy classes (except for the Jews 
and the Germans), and states that as a result of this financial 
differences could easily take on the appearance of national 
differences. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the nation-state 
aspirations of the era permeated leading groups in Hungary 
too, and states that during the period of the Dual Monarchy 
certain parts of the 1868 regulations were not observed, and 
attempts were made to curtail other parts.  
C The candidate uses her/his own knowledge to support and 
complete the analyses.  

0–10 
 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
sentences are clear and unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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19. Hungarian foreign policy between the World Wars (1921-1938)  (short)  
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding of 
task 

The candidate describes the theoretical bases of Hungarian 
foreign policy between the world wars and its possible 
alliances.  
Using the sources the candidate refers to important 
connections (e.g. the neighbours and victors were not 
willing to revise the peace, thus Hungarian foreign policy 
approached first  Italian Fascism, then German Nazism etc.) 

 
0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C S/he mentions the date of the Trianon peace treaty (June 
4, 1920) and the date of the First Vienna Award, describes 
the ethnic characteristics of the Carpathian basin, or the 
territorial characteristics of the relationships between the 
great powers in our region.   

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly. 
C: The candidate uses general terms: e.g. treaty of 
friendship, agreement, influence of power, and uses topic-
specific terms: e.g. League of Nations, Axis Powers, 
revision.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses information from the sources in his/her 
answer and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. the candidate describes the characteristics of the 
conceptions of the leading groups in Hungary, or that 
following the peace Hungary was surrounded by a hostile 
environment, and adds that in the 20's Fascist Italy, in the 
30's Nazi Germany, offered the chances to break out.   

0–4 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes and analyses the theoretical basis 
and the components of Hungarian foreign policy. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions the grave consequences of the 
Trianon peace treaty, and states that no political power could 
avoid the question of  revision in the period. 
C E.g. the candidate states that the protest against Trianon, 
and integration into the League of Nations, were dominant 
features of the period's foreign policy and states that the 
means of implementation of revision, which could be 
considered the basic question of Hungarian foreign policy, 
depended basically on international relations in the region.  

0–6 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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20. The Hungarian change of regime    (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate compares the demands of the 1956 revolution 
and the demands made at the change of regime. 
In a concise answer the candidate shows that both movements 
were led by similar intentions.  
The analysis reveals the essential similarities and 
differences, e.g. the demand for national independence and 
the restoration of democracy, revolution and compromise. 
In his or her answer the candidate uses and interprets sources, 

extracts the most significant points and draws conclusions  

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that 1956 meant the fall of the 
Rákosi regime, while 1989 meant the fall of the Kádár regime, 
and refers to the fact that in these periods Hungary was part of 
the Soviet block. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms:  e.g. 
revolution, democracy, freedom fight, and the following 
topic-specific terms and expressions properly: e.g. 
neutrality, Warsaw Pact, uprising, change of regime, form 
of government, multi-party system, civil rights. 

0–4 

Use of sources S In his/her answer the candidate uses information in the 
sources and comes to simple conclusions. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions the characteristic demands of 
1956, e.g. relationship based on equality with the Soviet 
Union, electing Imre Nagy prime minister, democracy, and 
states that the university students basically demanded national 
independence and democratic transformation.   
 C E.g. the candidate mentions the basic demands of the 
change of regime, e.g. multi-party system, ensuring human 
rights, neutrality, and states that the demands basically aimed 
at the creation of a bourgeois democracy. 
C E.g. the candidate compares the demands of the two 
periods: they were similar in their basic features (national 
independence and democracy), in others they differed 
(changing property forms, the leading roles of reform 
Communists), and states that the changes of 1989 
unambiguously called for the construction of a bourgeois 
system and complete separation from the Soviet Union.    

0–8 
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Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals the background of the two 
movements' aspirations, and refers to those consequences 
which were of significant importance. 
C E.g. the candidate recognises that the revolution of 1956 
was started off by the political, social and economic crisis of 
the Rákosi regime, and states that the successes of the 
revolution were the result of conflicts within the party and the 
common stand  taken 'in the streets', by the rebels. 
C E.g. the candidate recognises that changes in the 
international situation also contributed to the outbreak of the 
revolution (e.g. the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of 
the USSR, the signing of the Austrian State Treaty) and states 
that the conditions of the bipolar world did not make the 
victory of the revolution possible.  
C E.g. the candidate states that factors both in foreign and 
internal policy contributed to the success of the change of 
regime, e.g. the crisis of the Soviet system, defeat in the Cold 
War, the collapse of the Hungarian economy, and states that 
the external and internal results of these factors together made 
the development of bourgeois democracy and the regaining of 
Hungary's independence possible. 
C The candidate uses her/his own knowledge to support and 
complete the analyses. 

0–10 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text is logically constructed and uses full sentences. The 
sentences are clear and unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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