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CENTRALNA
KOMISJA
EGZAMINACYJNA VNIL – terminological and conceptual remark (1)

In the Polish context much more suitable term would be: 

recognition of prior learning 

instead of: 

validation of non-formal and informal learning

VNIL – terminological and conceptual remark (2)

Two examples:

1. for the purpose of awarding qualification from the formal VET 
education system educational experience gained in HE might be 
used. Can learining within HE context be named non-formal or
informal learning?

2. for the purpose of awarding a market qualification educational
experience gained in the formal VET system might be used. Can
learining within formal VET context be named non-formal or
informal learning?

Part 1. 

Integrated qualifications system in Poland

Integrated Qualifications System (IQS)
based on Polish Qualifications Framework is
considered to be an important policy tool to 
enhance lifelong and lifewide learning in 
Poland

Implementation of the IQS was predecessed
by establishing:

- procedures of inclusion of different types
of qualifications into the register and 
assigning PQF levels

- processes related to description of 
qualifications, validation, QA, credit
transfer

- responibilities of the ministry coordinator
and other institutions and bodies in the IQS

Integrated Qualifications System - rationale

The essence of the IQS Act is the introduction of a set of consistent 
systemic solutions for qualifications awarded outside the formal 
general, vocational and higher education systems and the greater 
integration of all areas within which qualifications are awarded:

- formal general and vocational education

- higher education, 

- regulated qualifications 

- market qualifications
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Integrated Qualifications System in Poland

Every qualification included in the IQS has to follow the rules regarding:

- Description of qualifications
- Quality assurance (external and internal)
- Quality of validation/examination, including VNIL (always according to stadard)
- Quality of levelling process

(formal general and formal VET qualifications
levelled one by one)

Qualifications awarded outside formal
education system 

need to be described
according to the same description template

VET diplomas: NQF level 3-5

Inclusion by law Inclusion by request

Qualifications awarded outside
formal education system

Every qualification included in the IQS has to follow the rules regarding:

- Description of qualifications
- Quality assurance (external and internal)
- Quality of validation/examination, including VNIL (always according to stadard)
- Quality of levelling process

(formal general and formal VET qualifications
levelled one by one)

Qualifications awarded outside formal
education system 

need to be described
according to the same description template

VET diplomas: NQF level 3-5

Part 2. 

VNIL – in different areas of a qualifications system in 
Poland

General and VET under jurisdiction
of Ministry of Education
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VNIL 

VNIL 

VNIL 
VNIL 

VNIL

VNIL

VNIL
VNIL 

VNIL 
VNIL

Centralised external examination system in 
Poland

In the formal general and VET system exams are being conducted by 
Central Examination Board and 8 regional examination boards

Exams are designed centrally based on general core curricula and 
VET core curricula

During exams are present external obsevers or examinators
accredited and trained by examination boards

General education (1)

Any adult can obtain a school leaving certificate for any type of 
general school (primary, general upper secondary) on the basis of 
passing extramural examinations in all general courses included in the 
appropriate core curricula 

Exam is condcuted by Regional Examination Board

Two sessions per year

Fee: approx 40 EUR

General education (2)

Any adult can take maturity exam
(condition: possession of school leaving certificate of general upper
secondary school) 

Exam is conducted by Regional Examination Board

One session per year

VET education (1)

Any adult can obtain a school leaving certificate for any type of VET 
school on the basis of passing extramural examinations 

Extramural exams are conducted by Regional Examination Board 

Two sessions per year

Fee: approx 40 EUR

Qualifications from the medical sector are excluded from the VNIL 
procedure

VET education (2)

Vocational exams are conducted twice a year

All learners in a given occupation have the same exam 
(test + practical exam in front of jury and external examiner accredited 
by CKE)

School learners and adult learners are having the same exam. 

Exam is the only assessment method.

Fee for adult learners: approx 40 EUR



2019.11.27.

4

Source: Debowski, Stęchły (2015)

FULL
QUALIFICATION

PARTIAL 
QUALIFICATION

PARTIAL 
QUALIFICATION

PARTIAL 
QUALIFICATION

VNIL is
possible

Distinguishing units of learning outcomes in the formal VET qualifications

separately assessed, 
validated and certified

refernced to NQF level

to be acquited while
studying at school

or

for adults via RPL 
procedure
(2 year requirement)

Qualifications achieved
during school or via RPL 
procedure are the same

assessment is the same

Each
qualifications
consists of units
of learning 
outcomes that are
validated by 
schools or trainig
providers

1. WORKPLACE HEALTH AND SAFETY

2. STARTING AND OPERATING A BUSINESS

3. PERSONAL AND SOCIAL COMPETENCES

4. ORGANISIGN WORK OF SMALL TEAM

5.ULO RELATED TO PROFESSIONAL TASKS

6.ULO RELATED TO PROFESSIONAL TASKS

7.ULO RELATED TO PROFESSIONAL TASKS

…

8. FOREING LANGUAGE

Adult learner can achieve 
certificate of completion 
training from each ULO

Place for introducing innovative 
approaches

BUT:

UlO will not be considered
as qualification

in order to achieve
qualificaiton referenced to 
NQF level central 
assessment is needed

VET education (3)

In 2018, 400 000 learners took VET exams of which:

- 370 000 school learners

- 27 000 adults completing vocational courses

- 900 persons taking „pure” VNIL procedures

Context of labour market shortages and immigration
Changing attitudes of employers

VET education (4)

It is assumed that the number of adult learners is not satisfactory:

- too large qualifications for adults

- adults are not aware of such possibilities, needed better linkages 
with public employment offices and guidance system

- two year requirement is too „high”

- attitude of persons in the examination system

VET education (4)

It is assumed that the number of adult learners is not satisfactory:

- too large qualifications for adults

- adults are not aware of such possibilities, needed better linkages
with public employment offices

- two year requirement is too „high”

- attitude of persons in the examination system
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Higher education under jurisdiction of Ministry of 
Higher Education and Science

HE education (1) 

Since 2014, all higher education institutions must allow access to a 
study programme8 on the basis of the validation of non-formal and 
informal learning 

No more than 50% of ECTS points assigned to a given programme in 
a specific field, level and profile of studies may be awarded as the 
result of the validation of non-formal and informal learning. 

For this reason, the validation process does not directly lead to 
certification in higher education.

HE education (2) 

Each higher education institution can collect fees for the procedure of 
confirming the learning outcomes attained by way of non-formal and 
informal learning. The amount of the fee and the way it is calculated 
are determined individually by each higher education institution

Areas excluded from this procedure are medical studies, veterinary 
medicine, architecture and teaching.

Qualifications awarded outside general, VET, HE 
sectors

Qualifications awarded outside general, VET, HE 
included in the IQS (1)

IQS law promotes but not imposes VNIL

Market qualifications are significantly smaller than qualifications in the 
formal VET more flexible approaches are possible

According to IBE studies VNIL practices outside general, VET, HE 
areas are not common. Most predominant form/method of assessment
is an exam similarly as in formal VET

Qualifications awarded outside general, VET, HE 
included in the IQS (1)

Significant efforts to promote different assessment methods and tools
made especially by IBE

http://walidacja.ibe.edu.pl/metody/pl/

https://mojeportfolio.ibe.edu.pl/

http://walidacja.ibe.edu.pl/dobrepraktyki/ 
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Potential (?) benfits of integrated approach and 
challenges

Quite good integration within IQS of the qualifications world but better 
linkages with public employment institutions needed

Different sectors of qualifications system see each other but do they 
inspire each other? Especially practitioners?

In the IQS it is (or at least should be) easier to design and implement 
coherent policy targeted to adult learners – ministries are seeing each 
other!

But raising awereness among learners and employers still a challenge

Potential (?) benfits of integrated approach and 
challenges

How to extend assessment methods beyond only examination - issue 
of knowledge/skills and mentality of key stakeholders in the system 
and issue of trust

How to assess transversal key competences within VNIL procedures?

How to reponsd to technology, how to use technology in summative 
assessment leading to certification?

Potential (?) benfits of integrated approach and 
challenges

Should VNIL be imposed by law in other areas of qualifications 
system, as in France?

Creating (financial) for incentives for developing assessment not only 
training

Do all learners benefit from VNIL?

Potential (?) benfits of integrated approach and 
challenges

Role of agency/body promoting, researching, analysing, training
methods, techniques in the area of VNIL to provide support to 
decisionmakers and education and training institutions

Thank you for your attention

horacy.debowski@cke.gov.pl

Historical remark
related to joint project


