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Guide to the evaluation of the 
essays 

The paper should be corrected as follows using a red pen. 
1. Correct answer                              
2. Missing part                                        
3. Not closely connected to topic, extends the required length.                      [    ] 
4. Error; mistake in the content (underlined with a single line)                                      
5. Meaningless text; problems with logic or language use  

(underlined with a wavy line)                           ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
6. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined with a double line) 

 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 

 
I. Correcting and evaluating simple short-answer tasks 

The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must be accepted as correct. 
Where the key says in the case of a specific task that differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable, all answers the content of which is equivalent to the answer in the key must be 
accepted. Where the key says in the case of a specific task that other correct answers are 
also acceptable, all answers that are judged historically correct must be accepted. 
 
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, no points can be given to a candidate who has underlined or marked all of 
the options. If a specific number of elements are required in one answer and the candidate 
provides more that this number of elements (but not all of them), then they must be evaluated 
in the order in which they are written. 
 
The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the national curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason 
for which must be explained in writing. 
 

Scoring 

Correct answer or part of an answer: 0.5 or 1 point (according to the key)  
Incorrect answer: 0 points 
Missing answer: 0 points 
 
0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. Points allocated to 
individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 3.5 
should be left as 3.5. 
In the tables at the end of the tasks, the boxes on the left give the maximum points, and the 
points achieved by the candidate must be entered into the boxes on the right. 
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The total score for simple short-answer tasks must be entered into the appropriate 
boxes in the summary table on the last page of the exam booklet. 
If the total for simple short-answer tasks is a round number, no action is required. If the total is 
not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics (e.g. 23.5 
points will be rounded up to 24). 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating essay-type questions 

 
1. Choosing the right tasks 
 
Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  

one short task about world history,  
one long task about Hungarian history,  
one complex task. 

The tasks on world history and Hungarian history must be about different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly: 

- if the candidate chose three essay-type tasks but disregarded the guidelines 
for choosing the right essay type or period, then their work must be evaluated so that they 
lose the fewest possible points; that is, all three answers must be marked and the one or two 
correctly chosen task(s) where they achieved the highest score(s) must be taken into account; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, but his or her 
final choice of tasks is indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then the answers 
to the indicated tasks must be marked and scored; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, and his or her 
final choice of tasks is not indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then starting 
with the task with the lowest number, the tasks must be evaluated as task numbers increase, 
also taking into account the rules for making a correct choice. That is, if the candidate 
completed all the tasks, the answers for tasks 13, 16 and 17 must be evaluated and scored. 
A task is considered to have been answered if the candidate has not clearly indicated the 
contrary. 
 
2. Evaluating the tasks 
 
Essay type tasks must be evaluated using this marking and evaluation key, which provides 
the evaluation criteria and the connected content elements. The score achieved for each criterion 
must be entered into the table after the dotted lines, the total score must be calculated and must 
then be divided by 2 to calculate the exam points. Exam points do not need to be rounded up 
for each task individually. 
 
a) Understanding of the task 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has been awarded at least half the achievable points in 
Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has been awarded fewer than half the achievable points 
in Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of 
sources, but s/he has scored at least 1 point in either of these criteria. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not been awarded any points in Describing the 
reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources. 
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If the score for Understanding of the task is 0, the total score for the task is also 0. 
 
b) Location: space and time 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with an “L”. For the 
short essay, elements connected to space and time are evaluated together (L), while for long 
essays they are evaluated separately (L1 and L2). In the case of the complex essay, three of four 
elements connected to space and time must be evaluated (L1, L2, L3 and L4). Where the key 
provides a list of examples, the specified number of element(s) or other acceptable solution(s) 
will score points. 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has given the specified number of correct solutions. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the specified correct solutions is missing, but at least 
one is present in the answer. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has given no correct era and/or place related elements. 

 
In the short essay, space and time elements score maximum 1 point, while in the long and 
complex essays they score maximum 2 points each. 
In comparative complex tasks, two time and two place elements can score a maximum of 8 
points, while for complex task covering several periods time or place elements score 2 points 
each, while the other element scores 2 points, that is, 6 points altogether depending on the 
topic of the task. 
The assessor clearly marks in the candidate’s answer all correct (Ltime or Lplace) and incorrect 
answers (underlined). 
 
c) Communication and use of special vocabulary 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with a “C”. 
For the short essay, general terms and topic-related special vocabulary (C1) can score 0, 1 
or 2 points. The key requires the correct use of four terms. The provided terms are given as 
examples.  
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has used at least three terms correctly. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has used one or two terms correctly. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has used no terms correctly. 

 
The assessor clearly marks in the answer all correct () and incorrect answers (underlined).  
In the long and complex essays, the so-called general (C1) and topic-related special 
vocabulary (C2) must be scored separately. The scores of 0, 1 and 2 points can be awarded 
on the basis of the same principles as the ones mentioned above for short essays, and correct 
and incorrect answers must be marked in the same way. 
 
Essay structure and language accuracy can be awarded 0, 1 or 2 points for short (C2) and 
long or complex essays (C3). 
 

2 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, and contains no more than one grave error of accuracy or spelling. 
1 point can be given if the text is poorly structured, lacks the right proportions, and is 
incomplete or contains several errors of accuracy and spelling. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences, or the text contains a high number of errors of accuracy and spelling. 
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d) Acquisition of information and use of sources; describing the reasons behind an event; 
critical and problem-centred approach 
The evaluation of Acquisition of information and use of sources (marked with the letter “S” in 
the key) and Describing the reasons behind an event; critical and problem-centred approach 
(marked with the letter “E” in the key) is guided by the same principle. Content elements are 
made up of two parts: the record of a certain fact and a conclusion which is based on this (the 
connection between the two is not specified; the relationship may be cause-and-effect or other). 
The examples for content elements given in brackets (the content elements following “e.g.”) 
can all be accepted or other correct answers as well. That is, including one of the examples 
in the essay is sufficient to achieve a maximum score. In short and long tasks and complex 
essays covering several periods, score 1 point for recording one correct element and 2 points 
for the correct conclusion (the conclusion may score 1 point if the answer too schematic, not 
focussed or inaccurate). Each analysis of the comparative complex essay contains three 
elements: 1 point is scored for a correct record created on the basis of the two sources or reasons 
behind the given event that need to be compared, and 2 points (or 1 point) for the accompanying 
conclusions as follows: 
 
For short, long and complex essays overarching several periods: 
3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact and drawn an appropriate 
conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, but drawn an 
appropriate conclusion or has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn an overly schematic, 
unfocussed or inaccurate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded the fact but drawn no conclusion 
or has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly and drawn no 
appropriate conclusion. 

 
For comparative complex essays: 

4 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of 
the two sources and drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources but drawn an appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded a 
fact on the basis of each of the two sources but drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of 
the two sources but drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded 
a fact on the basis of one of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion, or s/he has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either of the 
two sources but drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has not correctly recorded 
a fact on the basis of either of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either 
of the two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion. 
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A content element or connection may appear as an example in several places in the key, but 
each element can only be awarded a point in one of the criteria. 
The assessor clearly marks in the essay all correct (e.g. S1 if one of the elements appears in 
the given place in the text; S1 if both the record and the conclusion appear in the given 
place in the text; S1 and S1 marked separately if the record and the conclusion do not 
closely follow each other but appear in two separate places in the essay) and incorrect answers 
(underlined). Sub-scores must be marked for Describing the reasons behind an event in the 
same way (e.g. E1). 
 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 
It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the limits 
specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the dotted 
lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, this can 
be 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks 4-5 lines. Any answer elements beyond these lines 
cannot be evaluated. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
 
After completing the detailed evaluation, sub-scores must be added up, and then the total score 
for all the tasks must be divided by 2 to get the exam points. The exam points do not need to be 
rounded up for each individual task. The exam points for each task must be entered in the table 
on the back cover of the exam booklet, and then the total points must be calculated. If this total 
- is a round number, no action is required; 
- is not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics (e.g. 23.5 
points will be rounded up to 24). 
 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 
Add up the (rounded up) scores for parts I. and II.  
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I. SIMPLE, SHORT-ANSWER TASKS 

 
1. Christianity (Total: 4 points) 
a) Council / Synod (of Nicaea) (0.5 points) 
b) heretic(s) (Also acceptable: Arian / Arians) (0.5 points) 
c) apostle(s) (0.5 points) 
d) Constantine (the Great) / Constantinus (0.5 points) 
e) There was a large number of Christians. / The emperors strengthened their power in this way. 
(Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
f) He intended to preserve the unity of the church. (Differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
2. Feudalism (Total: 4 points) 
a) Philip (II) (0.5 points) 
b) Raymond (V) (0.5 points) 
c) William (0.5 points) 
d) 3 (0.5 points) 
e) false 
Because the war was not fought between the Rhône and the Ebro / in the territory which was 
designated in the oath of allegiance. / Because he was only obliged to provide military 
assistance between the Rhône and the Ebro. (Differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable if they make reference to the territorial limitation.) (1 point) (0.5 points may not be 
awarded. 1 point may only be awarded if the candidate underlined the correct answer and also 
provided an acceptable justification.) 
f) William’s two feudal lords would be in conflict. / It is unclear whom William would be 
obliged to support. / William would be obliged to support the Count of Toulouse because of 
one of his fiefs and the Count of Languedoc because of the other one. (Differently formulated 
answers are also acceptable if it makes reference to William’s dual obligations as a vassal.) (1 
point) 
 
3. Hungarian conquest (Total: 3 points) 
a) 
The number of the scene in the illustration The letter of the source 

1 A 

2 D 

3 B 
(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
b) 1 (0.5 points) 
c) Svatopluk / the Moravian prince was already dead at the time of the Hungarian conquest. 
(Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
4. French absolutism (Total: 4 points) 
a) War of the Spanish Succession (1 point) 
b) The expenditures of the royal court increased the state debt. / The constructions / the luxury 
/ the maintenance of the royal court contributed to the high state debt. (Differently formulated 
answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) Lowering taxes. Tax cuts. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
d) 1, 4. (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.)  
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5. The Battle of Mohács (Total: 4 points) 
Name Number 

a) Kristóf Frangepán, Ban of Croatia 3 
b) Queen Maria of Habsburg 2 
c) János Szapolyai, Voivode of Transylvania 5 
d) Sultan Suleiman 4 
e) George, Margrave of Brandenburg and Adam Neuhaus, Chancellor of 
Bohemia 

1 

(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
f) 2 (0.5 points) 
g) Because of succession. / Because they both became kings of Hungary. / Because there was 
a double election for a king. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
6. Napoleonic wars (Total: 4 points) 
a) The colonial interests of Great Britain were not put in jeopardy. / Great Britain was able to 
continue trading with its colonial empire. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) 
(1 point) 
b) Because the British had naval supremacy, he was not able to force them to comply by military 
means. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) 1804 (0.5 points) 
d) the pope (0.5 points) 
e) republic (0.5 points) 
f) Waterloo (0.5 points) 
 
7. The economy during the period of the Dual Monarchy (Total: 4 points) 
a) 2, 5 (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
b) 1, 5 (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
c) Duty-free trade / Customs union. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 
point) 
d) They were able to sell a greater proportion of their produce (wheat / flour) in Austria. / 
Hungarian produce gained a more advantageous position compared to produce imported from 
outside the Monarchy. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
8. Fascist Italy (Total: 4 points) 
a) (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
The letter of the source: A) B) C) 

The number of the statement: 2 4 1 

b) A (0.5 points) 
c) It is founded on (extreme) nationalism. / It stresses national unity. ; It rejects the class 
struggle. / It expects workers and capitalists to cooperate. ; It is not characterised by anti-
religious / anti-clerical ideas. ; It does not intend to eliminate private property. (Any two of the 
answers separated by a semi-colon are acceptable in any order. Differently formulated answers 
are also acceptable.) (Score: 1 point for each correct item.) 
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9. Hungary in World War II (complex question) (Total: 8 points) 
a) German victory was guaranteed. / Only short-term participation would be necessary. / 
Germany would achieve a rapid victory. / The troops would return home for the harvest. 
(Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
b) 1. It would have ended the Soviet threat. (Differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable.) (1 point) 
2. Further revisionist results could have been achieved. (Differently formulated answers are 
also acceptable.) (1 point) 
The answers marked with the numbers 1 and 2 are also acceptable in reverse order.  
c) Earlier revisionist territorial gains for Hungary could have been jeopardised / Hungary could 
have lost Northern Transylvania and Székelyföld. (Differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable.) (1 point) 
d) Hungary had already proven its loyalty as an ally. / The Axis Powers recognised Hungary’s 
loyalty as an ally. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
e) Germany was unwilling to return further territories to Hungary as part of the Second Vienna 
Award. / Germany guaranteed Romania’s borders after the Second Vienna Award. / It was not 
in Germany’s interest to make Romania into an enemy. (Differently formulated answers are 
also acceptable.) (1 point) 
f) The date of the harvest was already too close for the soldiers to return in time. / The war, 
including deployment, was going to last too long for the soldiers to return in time for the harvest 
by even the most optimistic estimates. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 
point) 
g) June 26, 1941 (0.5 points) 
h) László Bárdossy (0.5 points) 
 
10. European integration (Total: 4 points) 
a) (0.5 points) 

1 2 3 
B C A 

b) European Economic Community / EEC / Common Market (0.5 points) 
c) capital (0.5 points) 
d) B (0.5 points) 
e) He intended to avoid military conflict. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) 
(1 point) 
f) The goal of increasing (Western) Europe’s weight (in the global economy and politics). or 
Creating a counterweight to the superpowers / the United States / the Soviet Union. or Stopping 
the spread of Communism. / Replacing the lost colonial markets. (Differently formulated 
answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
11. Regime change in Hungary (Total: 3 points) 
a) 

1 2 3 
C A B 

Score: 0.5 points for the correct order. 
b) planned economy / an economy based on centralised economic planning (0.5 points) 
c) (spontaneous) privatisation (0.5 points) 
d) 2, 4 (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item) 
e) inflation (0.5 points)  
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12. Employment (Score 0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) (work) contract 
b) wages / a salary 
c) employment 
d) trade unions 
e) 

Sanctioned by the Labour 
Code 

Prohibited by the Labour 
Code 

Unregulated by the 
Labour Code 

4 1, 2 3 
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13. English feudalism        (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the principal characteristics of the 
functioning of the English feudal monarchy. Using the sources, 
the candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L S/he mentions that the English feudal monarchy evolved in the 
13th century / s/he mentions that the Magna Carta Libertatum, 
which was the foundation of the feudal system in England, was 
issued in 1215, and his/her statements are about England.  

 
 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and 
specific historical concepts: e.g. king, estate, parliament, law. 0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

 
0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important fact in the source text (e.g. the 
king invited the count / barons to a council; the barons, the 
prelates and the king held a council; the count had to appear in 
person; the king intended to discuss an emergency with those he 
had invited), and in connection with this s/he states that the 
estates of the higher nobility / the barons and prelates 
participated in the upper house of the bicameral parliament / the 
House of Lords. 

 
 

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions an important fact in the source text (e.g. it 
instructed the sheriff to organise the election of royal knights / 
burghers; the king requested emissaries from the county; the 
emissaries gained their authority as representatives through their 
election), and in connection with this s/he states that the 
emissaries of the knights and the burghers participated in the 
lower house of the bicameral parliament / the House of 
Commons. 

 
 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions that power sharing / cooperation is at the core 
of the feudal monarchy, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this is called feudal dualism; due to a 
lack of funds / an army, the king was forced to seek the estates’ 
support; this provided the king with a higher income / he was 
able to exercise his power more effectively; the estates gained a 
greater role in managing national issues / all aspects of local 
administration were in their hands). 

 
 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions the royal prerogatives (leading the army, 
controlling foreign affairs, minting), and in connection with this 
s/he makes a statement about the rights of the estates which 
limited royal power (e.g. taxes could only be levied with the 
consent of the estates; the king could only order the estates to 
participate in wars which they considered justified; laws were 
brought by the estates in parliament / the monarch only proposed 
and gave their royal assent to bills; royal privileges and the rights 
of the estates that limit the former together define feudal 
dualism; the Magna Carta Libertatum guaranteed the rights of 
the estates / limited the rights of the monarch). 

0–3 
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The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of 
sources, 

the reasons behind an event). 
TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20 
EXAM POINTS 10 

 
14. World War I         (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the situation of food supplies on the home 
front during World War I. Using the sources, the candidate refers 
to some essential connections. 

 
0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L The candidate mentions that World War I was in the period 
between 1914 and 1918, and s/he mentions a geographical 
element of the question (e.g. it was a war between the Central 
Powers and the Entente, Hungary was part of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy, the Monarchy was part of the Central 
Powers, the front lines were characterised by trench warfare).  

 
 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and specific 
historical concepts: e.g. Entente / Central Powers, home 
front/hinterland, ration card/coupon, rationing / conscription / 
labour shortage, war-time economy. 

 
0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

 
0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions that the parties involved in the conflict blocked 
each other’s marine traffic, and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. they hindered trade with the colonies 
/ participation in world trade / food imports; the blockade hit the 
Central Powers the most severely; the Central Powers cut the 
connection between the Entente powers and Russia). 

 
 
 

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions that foodstuffs could only be obtained in 
exchange for ration coupons, and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. the state guaranteed general supplies 
by this; hoarding / inflation was prevented in this way; the 
scarcity of supplies made this necessary; supplying the army took 
precedence; foodstuffs were also requisitioned for the military). 

 
 
 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions an important consequence of the food shortage 
(e.g. famine, inflation, general dissatisfaction), and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. this was because 
the war became drawn out / because of the trench warfare / 
attrition warfare; this had more of an adverse effect on the Central 
Powers than the Entente; this contributed to the anti-war 
demonstrations / the end of the war / the defeat / the strengthening 
of socialist movements / the revolutions). 

 
 
 

0–3 
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E2 S/he mentions that agricultural output shrank significantly, 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
because a significant part of the male population was conscripted; 
there was a labour shortage in agriculture; the army also 
requisitioned the workstock; the use of chemical fertilisers 
decreased). 

 
 

0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20 
EXAM POINTS 10 

 
15. Hungary in the Reform Period      (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Point
s 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the question of the liberation of the serfs 
in Hungary in the Reform Period. Using the sources, the 
candidate refers to some essential connections. 

 
0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate mentions at least two of the following dates in 
connection with the topic (1830: the publication of Széchenyi’s 
Hitel / the beginning of the Reform Period, 1832-36: the first 
reform session of the diet, 1839-40: the passing into law of the 
voluntary redemption of feudal obligations, 1847: the 
publication of Ellenzéki nyilatkozat [Opposition’s 
Communique], 1848: the end of the Reform Period / the passing 
of the April Laws / the liberation of the serfs). 

0–2 

L2 The candidate refers to a geographical element of the topic 
(e.g. Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire, the sessions of 
the diet were held in Pozsony). 

 
0–2 

Communication 
and use of special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. serf, nobleman / landlord, diet, law. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. voluntary redemption of feudal obligations, 
obligatory redemption of feudal obligations, corvée, bourgeois 
transformation / bourgeois society / the consolidation of interests 
/ extension of rights. 

 
0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

 
0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. corvée 
was not efficient; paid labour is more efficient than corvée; the 
serfs doing corvée did not use modern equipment), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
Széchenyi’s Hitel played an important part in the initiation of the 
debate about the question of the serfs; Széchenyi approached the 
question of the serfs from an economic perspective; he 
characterised serfdom / the corvée as an obstacle in the way of 
modern / capitalist development; the necessity of the liberation 
of the serfs followed from his ideas). 

 
 
 

0–3 
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S2 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. the 
author argues for the full indemnification of the nobility; in his 
opinion failure to ensure indemnification would result in a 
violation of the law / economic damage; the obligatory 
redemption of feudal obligations would necessitate the 
indemnification of the nobility), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. without the promise of 
indemnification the nobility could not have been won over to 
accept the liberation of the serfs; due to the uncertainties in 
connection with indemnification many of the nobles opposed the 
liberation of the serfs; the reform opposition linked the issue of 
indemnification to the introduction of universal taxation; the 
liberation of the serfs was going to deprive the landlords of a 
workforce / tax income; the author of the quoted work elaborated 
the programme of the “fontolva haladók” [prudent 
progressives]). 

0–3 

S3 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. 
according to the author the serfs must be liberated to make the 
country more powerful; after the liberation of the serfs the 
ethnically heterogenous serfs were going to constitute a single 
nation), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. the liberation of the serfs entailed the abolition of 
privileges / equality before the law; the liberation of the serfs was 
closely connected to the nationality issue; the reform opposition 
sought to achieve the consolidation of interests / the 
establishment of a single political nation). 

0–3 

S4 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. the 
majority of the serfs were landless; the majority of the serfs had 
a fraction of a plot at the most; there were few serfs with full 
plots; there were approximately six serf families for each serf 
plot), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the demographic growth resulted in the fragmentation of the 
plots; the serfs’ difficult situation also made a solution for the 
question of the serfs urgent; for many people the liberation of the 
serfs did not mean that they obtained land plots of their own). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind an 
event; critical and 
problem- centred 
approach 

 
 

E1 S/he mentions an important fact in connection with the 
significance of the question of the serfs (e.g. the serfs made up 
the majority of the population; the question of the serfs was a 
recurring issue at the diet; the liberation of the serfs was one of 
the reform opposition’s / liberals’ principal demands), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. concern 
about a possible uprising of the serfs also motivated seeking a 
solution for the question; bourgeois transformation / the 
consolidation of interests / the elimination of feudalism was only 
possible in this way). 

0-3 

E2 S/he mentions the enactment of the redemption of feudal 
obligations, and s/he explains the concept of the redemption of 
feudal obligations (the serf makes a formal agreement with the 
landlord according to which he is liberated from his dependence 
on the landlord in exchange for a certain sum of money), or s/he 

0-3 
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says that very few serfs were able to take advantage of this 
opportunity. 
E3 S/he mentions that a demand for the obligatory redemption of 
feudal obligations was framed, and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. it was made popular by 
Lajos Kossuth’s articles; it was part of the Opposition Party’s 
platform; the reform opposition wanted compensation to 
accompany it; it was realised after the Revolution / the enactment 
of the April Laws). 

0-3 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36 
EXAM POINTS 18 

 
16. Gyula Gömbös’s crisis management policies      (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the economic and social consequences of 
the Great Depression and Gyula Gömbös’s crisis management 
policies. Using the sources, the candidate refers to some essential 
connections. 

 
0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate mentions the period of Gyula Gömbös’s 
premiership: 1932-1936. 0–2 

L2 The candidate mentions a geographical feature of the topic 
(e.g. the crisis originated in the United States, Gömbös was 
influenced by Italian Fascism, s/he mentions the connection 
between the economic crisis and the post-Trianon territorial 
losses). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. crisis, foreign trade, government, agriculture. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. right to vote, anti-Semitism, extremes / extreme 
right, land reform. 

 
0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

 
0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important fact on the basis of the table (e.g. 
prior to the crisis Austria and Czechoslovakia were the biggest 
export partners; after the economic crisis, Germany became the 
biggest export partner; after the economic crisis, exports to Italy 
grew significantly), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. after the economic crisis, foreign trade 
with the successor states of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy fell 
off; after the crisis Gömbös successfully obtained new markets 
in Germany / Italy; driven by economic interest, Gömbös even 
established diplomatic links with the Soviet Union; tighter 
commercial links with Germany entailed greater German 

 
 

0–3 
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influence; the signing of the Rome Protocols improved 
commercial relations). 

S2 S/he mentions an important fact on the basis of the chart (e.g. 
unemployment was highest at the beginning of the 1930s; at the 
time Gömbös took power unemployment was already 
decreasing), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. Gömbös took power at the nadir of the Depression; 
by 1934 the economic situation had already improved; the 
acquisition of new markets created new jobs; government 
measures also contributed to the fall in unemployment). 

 
 
 

0–3 

S3 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. there was 
a conflict between Bethlen and Gömbös; Gömbös attacked the 
former leaders), and s/he makes a relevant  statement  in  
connection with this (e.g. most of Gömbös’s opponents were in 
the governing party / he reorganised the governing party / 
Bethlen and his associates left Gömbös’s new government; 
Gömbös made overtures to the extreme right; Gömbös strove to 
reduce the influence of the conservatives; Gömbös strove to 
attain the role of the supreme leader; Horthy was planning to 
dismiss him because of his conflict with the conservatives / his 
ambition to seize power; Gömbös’s programme failed because of 
the conservatives’ resistance). 

 
 
 

0–3 

S4 S/he mentions an essential element of the source (e.g. the 
university students demanded a cap on the number of Jewish 
students; the author took a stance supporting the presence of 
Jewish university students), and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. the crisis strengthened anti-
Semitism in the Hungarian society; the general public held the 
Jews responsible for the hardships / unemployment; the Jews 
were scapegoats; this general sentiment helped the extreme right 
gain ground). 

 
 
 
 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions a fact about the economic crisis which is not 
in the source text (e.g. the agriculture / heavy industry was in a 
difficult situation; the price of arable land plummeted; debts 
were very high; there was a financial / credit crisis), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. state 
expenditures had to be cut back, extremists gained ground; the 
middle class felt threatened; many people expected more 
significant central intervention / stronger government control; 
the crisis had the most severe impact on the peasantry). 

 
 
 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions that Gömbös announced a government 
programme / his government programme was called National 
Workplan [Nemzeti Munkaterv], and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. its goal was to establish 
a nation state for its own sake; it put forward proposals to 
manage the social crisis; it made some controversial promises; 
it made promises to all sections of society; he was unable to 
realise his programme). 

 
 

0–3 
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E3 S/he mentions one of Gömbös’s specific measures (e.g. he 
intended to establish a corporative system; he promised a secret 
ballot / the extension of the right to vote; he promised a land 
reform), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. the trade unions would have been abolished / he would 
have strengthened the role of the state in the economy / it would 
have followed the Italian model; his promises were not carried 
out; there were some instances of outrageous election fraud; he 
was unable to implement the distribution of land; he was unable 
to improve the situation of the peasantry significantly). 

 
 
 
 

0–3 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 

0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36 
EXAM POINTS 18 

 
17. The alliance-related policies of the Habsburg Empire and the Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy (complex – covering several periods) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the alliance-related policies of the 
Habsburg Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy between 
1740 and 1914. Using the sources, the candidate refers to some 
essential connections. 

 
0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 S/he mentions two essential dates from the period up to 1815 
(e.g. the beginning of the Austrian War of Succession: 1740; the end 
of the Austrian War of Succession: 1748; the beginning of the Seven 
Years’ War: 1756; the end of the Seven Years’ War: 1763; the 
beginning of the French Revolutionary Wars: 1792; the end of the 
French Revolutionary Wars / the foundation of the Holy Alliance: 
1815). 

 
 

0–2 

L2 S/he mentions two essential dates from the period after 1815 
(e.g. tsarist intervention in Hungary: 1849; the beginning of the 
Crimean War: 1853; the end of the Crimean War: 1856; the Austro-
French Piedmontese War: 1859; the Prussian-Austrian War: 1866; 
the three emperors’ alliance: 1873; the Dual Alliance: 1879; the 
Triple Alliance: 1882). 

 
0–2 

L3 In his/her exposition s/he takes account of the chronological 
order of events and refers to the Habsburg Empire. 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. alliance, war, king, great power. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. revolution, dynasty, Holy Alliance, Triple 
Alliance. 

 
0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

 
0–2 
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Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 S/he mentions that Great Britain was the Habsburg Empire’s 
main ally in the Austrian War of Succession, and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the British 
intended to avoid a situation where the Habsburg Empire 
becomes greatly weakened; the British supported the Habsburg 
Empire in order to maintain the existing power balance; Maria 
Theresa could not rely on other great powers besides Great 
Britain; as a result of the war the Habsburg Empire preserved its 
territorial integrity / the title of the Holy Roman emperor stayed 
with the House of Habsburg-Lorraine / the Habsburg Empire lost 
Silesia). 

 
 
 

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions that in the Seven Years’ War France (and 
Russia) was/were the Habsburg Empire’s allies, and s/he makes 
a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. a century-old 
conflict with the French ended / this is also called a revolution in 
diplomacy; the French alliance was later sealed with matrimony; 
they were unable to recover Silesia during the war). 

 
 
 

0–3 

S3 S/he mentions an important fact from the source (e.g. 
Napoleon married Duchess Maria Louise; Napoleon was 
grateful to Archduke Charles for assisting in the realisation of 
his matrimony with Maria Louise), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. Napoleon was able to force 
the marriage thanks to his victory in 1809; the peaceful relations 
between Napoleon and the Habsburgs were guaranteed by the 
dynastic matrimony; after this the Habsburg Empire was no 
longer part of the anti-Napoleon coalition / it re-joined the 
coalition after the Russian fiasco; as part of the friendly relations 
Habsburg units also joined Napoleon in his war in Russia). 

 
 

0–3 

S4 S/he mentions an essential fact about the illustration (e.g. the 
Habsburg Empire became internationally isolated in the 1850s 
and 1860s; relations between the Habsburg Empire and its 
former allies soured), or s/he mentions why relations soured with 
at least two other great powers, and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. it had to engage in a 
single-handed fight with the French in Italy / the Prussians for 
the German territories; isolation led to fiascos in the international 
arena; it also led to internal changes). 

 
 
 

0–3 

 

S5 S/he mentions an important fact from the source (e.g. 
according to Bismarck the monarchies had to cooperate; the 
monarchies were threatened more by the revolutions than by 
each other), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this and the alliance between the three emperors (e.g. the 
cooperation was still based on dynastic foundations / they 
revived the traditions of the Holy Alliance; the Germans 
intended to isolate France; the allies shared in the partitions of 
Poland; internal relations within the alliance were aggravated by 
the conflict between the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and 
Russia in the Balkans). 

 
 
 

0–3 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions that the Habsburg Empire regularly 
participated in anti-French coalitions, and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the spread of 
revolutionary ideas threatened the monarchies; they wished to 
restore the reign of the Bourbons in France; the coalitions 
suffered repeated defeats; the coalitions were led by Great 
Britain; the Holy Roman Empire was dissolved / the Austrian 
Empire was created). 

 
 
 
 
0–3 

E2 S/he mentions the creation of the Holy Alliance, and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the main 
goal of the alliance was to prevent the revolutions; they joined 
forces to preserve the legitimate monarchies; it was also justified 
by divine royal legitimacy; they were able to achieve relative 
stability in Europe in the following decades; they also aimed to 
preserve the status quo). 

 
 

0–3 

E3 S/he mentions that the Habsburg Empire requested and 
received assistance from Russia to repress the revolution, and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
assistance was provided as part of the Holy Alliance; the British 
also accepted the Russian intervention; being forced to request 
assistance caused a significant loss of prestige for the Habsburg 
Empire; the Habsburg were unable to repress the revolution 
unassisted). 

 
 

0–3 

E4 S/he mentions that the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy formed 
the Dual / Triple Alliance with the German Empire (and Italy), 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
Bismarck and Gyula Andrássy hammered out the alliance; the 
Monarchy believed its position to be guaranteed by the German 
support / against the Russian threat; Bismarck intended to isolate 
France; this alliance provided the core of the Central Powers in 
World War I). 

0–3 

E5 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44 
EXAM POINTS 22 

 
18. Liberalism and Marxism (complex – comparative) 

Criteria Skills and 
content 

Point
s 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate compares the Liberal and Marxist ideologies on 
the basis of the points listed in the instructions. Using the 
sources, the candidate refers to some essential connections. 

 
0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 S/he mentions a chronological element of the topic in 
connection with Liberalism (e.g. it started evolving in the 18th 
century; it became widespread in the 19th century). 

0–2 

L2 S/he mentions a chronological element of the topic in 
connection with Marxism (e.g. Marxism evolved in the 19th 
century; the Communist Manifesto was published in 1848). 

0–2 
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L3 S/he mentions that Liberalism evolved in Western Europe. 0–2 
 

L4 S/he mentions a geographical element of the topic in 
connection with Marxism (e.g. Marxism also evolved in 
Western Europe; the first attempts to realise the ideas of 
Marxism in practice were made in Russia; Marx was a German 
philosopher / he lived in Paris and London). 

 
 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. idea / ideology, enlightenment, revolution, 
equality. 

 
0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific 
historical concepts: e.g. Liberalism, Marxism, laissez-faire, 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 

 
0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

 
0–2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important element on the basis of the 
source (e.g. revolutionary legislation must be fair; revolution 
may only be acceptable in the interest of freedom; autocratic 
violence may not be the goal of a revolution), and s/he mentions 
an important element on the basis of the second source (e.g. the 
proletariat fights in an inevitable revolution against the 
bourgeoisie; the proletariat can only seize power by defeating 
the bourgeoisie), and s/he makes a comparative statement in 
connection with these (e.g. both ideologies accepted 
revolutionary changes; Liberalism considered revolutions to be 
permissible, while Marxism considered them inevitable). 

 
 
 
 
0–4 

S2 S/he mentions an important element on the basis of the 
source (e.g. the public interest may not take precedence over 
the interests of the individual; the precedence of the public 
interest leads to tyranny), and s/he mentions an important 
element on the basis of the second source (e.g. amongst the 
workers there is a collectivist connection / community; workers 
aid each other mutually; the conflict between individual and 
collective interest disappears), and s/he makes a comparative 
statement about these (e.g. they had opposing views about the 
role of the individual; Liberalism attaches higher importance to 
the rights of the individual, while Marxism proclaims the 
precedence of the collective). 

 
 
 
 

0–4 

S3 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. the 
individual’s interest / aspirations can lead to enormous 
economic performance; progress does not require external 
interference; legislation often hinders individual initiative), and 
s/he mentions an important element of the second source (e.g. 
the proletariat seizes all the capital of the bourgeoisie; the 
means of production are concentrated in the hands of the state; 
there is violent interference in ownership rights), and s/he 
makes a comparative statement about these (e.g. Liberalism 
supports private ownership, while Marxism supports collective 
ownership; Liberalism favours private ownership, while 
Marxism considers it to be a source of problems and 

 
 
 

0–4 
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difficulties; Liberalism supports an economy which is free from 
limitations / free competition; Marxism considers state 
regulation to be unavoidable). 

Describing the 
reasons behind an 
event; critical and 
problem-centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions that the ideas of Liberalism originate in the 
Enlightenment, while Marxism evolved as a consequence of the 
antagonisms of the industrial revolution, and s/he makes a 
comparative statement in connection with these (e.g. Marxism 
evolved later than Liberlism; both ideologies accepted the 
fundamental values, such as equality, of the Enlightenment). 

 
 
 

0–4 

E2 S/he mentions the principal objective of Liberalism was to 
bring about the equality of rights for all citizens, and s/he says 
that the principal objective of Marxism was to achieve equal 
social / property rights, and s/he makes a comparative statement 
in connection with these (e.g. Marxism, as opposed to 
Liberalism, considered the limitation of certain liberties to be 
permissible in the interest of total equality; Liberalism 
proclaims the freedom of all individuals, while Marxism wishes 
to limit the rights of certain social groups in the interest of 
equality; while Liberalism formulated the goal of equality in 
opposition to feudal privileges, Marxism did so in opposition to 
the capitalist bourgeoisie). 

 
 
 
 

0–4 

E3 S/he mentions Liberalism intended to realise a 
constitutional government, and s/he also says that Marxism 
considered a dictatorial (the dictatorship of the proletariat) 
government to be necessary, and s/he makes a comparative 
statement about these (e.g. their ideas about the political system 
were incompatible; only social democracy, an offshoot of 
Marxism, recognised the constitutional system; Liberalism 
advocated a framework of nation states, while Marxism 
propagated supranational cooperation). 

 
 
 
 

0–4 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–4 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44 
EXAM POINTS 22 
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