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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 

The paper should be corrected as follows using a red pen. 

1. Correct answer  
2. Missing part  
3. Not closely connected to topic, extends the required length.        [   ] 
4. Error; mistake in the content (underlined with a single line)   
5. Meaningless text; problems with logic or language use 

(underlined with a wavy line) ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
6. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined with a double line) 

 
 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating simple short-answer tasks 

The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must be accepted as correct. 
Where the key says in the case of a specific task that differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable, all answers the content of which is equivalent to the answer in the key must be 
accepted. Where the key says in the case of a specific task that other correct answers are also 
acceptable, all answers that are judged historically correct must be accepted. 
 
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, no points can be given to a candidate who has underlined or marked all of the 
options. If a specific number of elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides 
more that this number of elements (but not all of them), then they must be evaluated in the order 
in which they are written. 
 
The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the national curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 
 

Scoring 

Correct answer or part of an answer: 0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer: 0 points 
Missing answer: 0 points 
 
0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. Points allocated to 
individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 3.5 
should be left as 3.5. 
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In the tables at the end of the tasks, the boxes on the left give the maximum points, and the 
points achieved by the candidate must be entered into the boxes on the right. 

 
The total score for simple short-answer tasks must be entered into the appropriate 
boxes in the summary table on the last page of the exam booklet. 
If the total for simple short-answer tasks is a round number, no action is required. If the total 
is not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics (e.g. 
23.5 points will be rounded up to 24). 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating essay-type questions 

 
1. Choosing the right tasks 
 

Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  
one short task about world history,  
one long task about 
Hungarian history, 
one complex task. 

The tasks on world history and Hungarian history must be about different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly: 

- if the candidate chose three essay-type tasks but disregarded the guidelines for 
choosing the right essay type or period, then their work must be evaluated so that they lose the 
fewest possible points; that is, all three answers must be marked and the one or two correctly 
chosen task(s) where they achieved the highest score(s) must be taken into account; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, but his or her final 
choice of tasks is indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then the answers to the 
indicated tasks must be marked and scored; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, and his or her final 
choice of tasks is not indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then starting with the 
task with the lowest number, the tasks must be evaluated as task numbers increase, also taking 
into account the rules for making a correct choice. That is, if the candidate completed all the 
tasks, the answers for tasks 13, 16 and 17 must be evaluated and scored. 
A task is considered to have been answered if the candidate has not clearly indicated the 
contrary. 
 
2. Evaluating the tasks 
 
Essay type tasks must be evaluated using this marking and evaluation key, which provides 
the evaluation criteria and the connected content elements. The score achieved for each criterion 
must be entered into the table after the dotted lines, the total score must be calculated and must 
then be divided by 2 to calculate the exam points. Exam points do not need to be rounded up 
for each task individually. 
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a) Understanding of the task 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has been awarded at least half the achievable points in 
Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has been awarded fewer than half the achievable points 
in Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of 
sources, but s/he has scored at least 1 point in either of these criteria. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not been awarded any points in Describing the 
reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources. 
If the score for Understanding of the task is 0, the total score for the task is also 0. 

b) Location: space and time 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with an “L”. For the 
short essay, elements connected to space and time are evaluated together (L), while for long 
essays they are evaluated separately (L1 and L2). In the case of the complex essay, three of four 
elements connected to space and time must be evaluated (L1, L2, L3 and L4). Where the key 
provides a list of examples, the specified number of element(s) or other acceptable solution(s) 
will score points. 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has given the specified number of correct solutions. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the specified correct solutions is missing, but at least 
one is present in the answer. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has given no correct era and/or place related elements. 

 
In the short essay, space and time elements score maximum 1 point, while in the long and 
complex essays they score maximum 2 points each. 
In comparative complex tasks, two time and two place elements can score a maximum of 8 
points, while for complex task covering several periods time or place elements score 2 points 
each, while the other element scores 2 points, that is, 6 points altogether depending on the topic 
of the task. 
The assessor clearly marks in the candidate’s answer all correct (Ltime or Lplace) and 
incorrect answers (underlined). 
 
c) Communication and use of special vocabulary 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with a “C”. 
For the short essay, general terms and topic-related special vocabulary (C1) can score 0, 1 
or 2 points. The key requires the correct use of four terms. The provided terms are given as 
examples. 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has used at least three terms correctly. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has used one or two terms correctly. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has used no terms correctly. 

 

The assessor clearly marks in the answer all correct () and incorrect answers (underlined). In 
the long and complex essays the so-called general (C1) and topic-related special vocabulary 
(C2) must be scored separately. The scores of 0, 1 and 2 points can be awarded on the basis 
of the same principles as the ones mentioned above for short essays, and correct and incorrect 
answers must be marked in the same way. 
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Essay structure and language accuracy can be awarded 0, 1 or 2 points for short (C2) and 
long or complex essays (C3). 
 

2 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, and contains no more than one grave error of accuracy or spelling. 
1 point can be given if the text is poorly structured, lacks the right proportions, and is 
incomplete or contains several errors of accuracy and spelling. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences, or the text contains a high number of errors of accuracy and spelling. 

 

d) Acquisition of information and use of sources; describing the reasons behind an event; 
critical and problem-centred approach 

The evaluation of Acquisition of information and use of sources (marked with the letter “S” in 
the key) and Describing the reasons behind an event; critical and problem-centred approach 
(marked with the letter “E” in the key) is guided by the same principle. Content elements are 
made up of two parts: the record of a certain fact and a conclusion which is based on this (the 
connection between the two is not specified; the relationship may be cause-and-effect or other). 
The examples for content elements given in brackets (the content elements following “e.g.”) 
can all be accepted or other correct answers as well. That is, including one of the examples 
in the essay is sufficient to achieve a maximum score. In short and long tasks and complex 
essays covering several periods, score 1 point for recording one correct element and 2 points 
for the correct conclusion (the conclusion may score 1 point if the answer too schematic, not 
focussed or inaccurate). Each analysis of the comparative complex essay contains three 
elements: 1 point is scored for a correct record created on the basis of the two sources or reasons 
behind the given event that need to be compared, and 2 points (or 1 point) for the accompanying 
conclusions as follows: 
 

For short, long and complex essays overarching several periods: 
3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact and drawn an appropriate 
conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, but drawn an 
appropriate conclusion or has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn an overly schematic, 
unfocussed or inaccurate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn no conclusion 
or has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn no 
appropriate conclusion. 

 

For comparative complex essays: 
4 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of 
the two sources and drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources but drawn an appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded a 
fact on the basis of each of the two sources but drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of 
the two sources but drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded 
a fact on the basis of one of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion, or s/he has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either of the 
two sources, but drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
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1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has not correctly recorded 
a fact on the basis of either of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed 
or inaccurate conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either 
of the two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion. 

 
A content element or connection may appear as an example in several places in the key, but 
each element can only be awarded a point in one of the criteria. 
The assessor clearly marks in the essay all correct (e.g. S1 if one of the elements appears in 
the given place in the text; S1 if both the record and the conclusion appear in the given 
place in the text; S1 and S1 marked separately if the record and the conclusion do not 
closely follow each other but appear in two separate places in the essay) and incorrect answers 
(underlined). Sub-scores must be marked for Describing the reasons behind an event in the 
same way (e.g. E1). 
 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 
It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the limits 
specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the dotted 
lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, this can 
be 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks 4-5 lines. Any answer elements beyond these lines 
cannot be evaluated. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
 
After completing the detailed evaluation, sub-scores must be added up, and then the total score 
for all the tasks must be divided by 2 to get the exam points. The exam points do not need to be 
rounded up for each individual task. The exam points for each task must be entered in the table 
on the back cover of the exam booklet, and then the total points must be calculated. If this total 

- is a round number, no action is required; 
- is not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of 
mathematics (e.g. 23.5 points will be rounded up to 24). 

 
 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 
Add up the (rounded up) scores for parts I and II. 
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I SIMPLE SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 
1 Ancient Rome (Total: 4 points) 
a) (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 

A) Actium – 4 
B) Egypt – 6 
C) Pannonia – 2 

b) Octavianus (Also acceptable: Octavian / Augustus) (1 point) 
 
2 Ecclesiastical orders (Total: 3 points) 
a) 2 (0.5 points) 
b) 1 (0.5 points) 
c) Saint Benedict (of Nursia) (1 point) 
d) mendicant orders (Also acceptable: orders of preachers) (1 point) 
 
3 Early Hungarian history (Total: 4 points) 

Statement Only 
source A) 

Only 
source B) 

Both 
sources 

Neither 
one of the 

sources 
a) It expresses a positive attitude 
towards Hungarians. X    

b) It reports on transhumance, which 
is characteristic of nomadic peoples.   X  

c) It states that Hungarians engaged 
in fishing, farming and trade. X    

d) It presents the Hungarians who 
led raids from the Carpathian Basin.  X   

(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
e) Byzantine Empire (Also acceptable: Byzantium / Eastern Roman Empire) (1 point) 
f) Regino only met Hungarians as enemies. / Regino was Christian. / The authors of source A) 
were interested in Hungary from a commercial point of view. / The people of the authors of 
source A) and the Hungarians lived in peaceful coexistence. (A differently formulated answer 
and other correct answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
4 Catholic Counter-Reformation (Total: 3 points) 
a) the Jesuit order (0.5 points) 
b) 1. the authority of the pope 

2. the sacrament of penance / the remission of sins / holy confession / monastic orders 
(Any two answers given in any order are acceptable.) (Score: 1 point for each correct item.) 
c) 3 (0.5 points) 
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5 Gábor Bethlen (Total: 4 points) 

Statement Only 
source A) 

Only 
source B) 

Both 
sources 

Neither 
one of the 

sources 
a) Bethlen makes a reference to the 
infringement of the rights of the 
estates in Hungary. 

  X  

b) In connection with the anti-
Habsburg struggle, Bethlen makes a 
reference to the Thirty Years’ War. 

X    

c) Bethlen saw the source of the 
problems in the election of two 
kings. 

 X   

d) Bethlen set the unification of 
Hungary and Transylvania as a 
direct goal. 

   X 

(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
e) Bethlen didn’t receive Turkish support to continue the war. / The resistance of the Hungarian 
estates / the progress of the Thirty Years’ War was not the only reason for the peace treaty. 
(1 point) 
f) It was not in the Ottoman Empire’s interest to reunite Hungary / The Ottoman Empire was 
not a trustworthy ally. (1 point) 
(In the case of questions e) and f), differently formulated answers and other correct answers 
are also acceptable.) 
 
6 Alliances (Total: 4 points) 
a) 2 b) 3 (0.5 points each) 
c) Egypt (Also acceptable: Sudan) (1 point) 
d) Germany / German Empire (1 point) 
e) It makes an allusion to war / military victory and peace. (A differently formulated answer and 
other correct answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
7 Budapest in the period of the Dual Monarchy (Total: 4 points) 
a) Internal migration. / Migration to the cities. / Urbanisation. (A differently formulated answer 
is also acceptable.) (1 point) 
b) 1. Assimilation. / Hungarianisation. 2. The majority of people moving to the city were 
Hungarians. (Answers given in reverse order and differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable.) (Score: 1 point for each correct item.) 
c) 3, 5. (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
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8 Stalinist economic policy (Total: 8 points) 
Statement Letter(s) of the 

poster(s) 
a) It calls for a socialist competition.  E 
b) It advertises the employment of more workers in the industry. B 
c) It also features the supposed enemies of development.  B F 
d) The personality cult appears on it. C 
e) It shows the result of collectivisation. A D 
f) It shows a principal Soviet export article in the 1930s. A E 
g) It also shows production tools in public ownership. A B E 

Letters in the same row are also acceptable in reverse order. (Score: 0.5 points 
for each correct item.) 
h) 2, 4 (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
i) Because of the more austere working conditions / simpler clothing. / Because of the lack of 
machinery. (Differently formulated answers and other correct answers are also acceptable.) 
(1 point) 
 
9 Klebelsberg’s educational policy (Total: 4 points) 
a) (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item; total: 1.5 points) 

Letter of the 
source 

Number of the 
school type 

A) 1 
B) 8 
C) 3 

 
b) The poor economic situation in the country. / The lack of funds. (Differently formulated 
answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) Hungary must not fall behind other countries in the region. / The necessity of maintaining 
cultural superiority. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
d) István Bethlen (0.5 points) 
 
10 The formation of the People’s Republic of China (Total: 4 points) 
a) 1 – A, 2 – D. (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
b) the countries of the Soviet Bloc or Socialist / Communist countries (Differently formulated 
answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) (Source B)) considers the Soviet Union to be a competitor. / (Source C)) describes it as an 
ally. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
d) Third World / developing countries (1 point) 
 
11 The 1956 revolution (Score: 1 point for each correct item; total: 4 points) 
a) 1. consumption increased / more and more people were purchasing durables. 
2. many people had a second job / a secondary economy evolved (Differently formulated 
answers, answers with a similar content and other correct answers are also acceptable.) 
(1 point) 
b) inflation / monetary depreciation / rising prices 
c) It contributed to the system becoming more unpopular / the regime change. (Differently 
formulated answers are also acceptable.) 
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12 National minorities in today’s Hungary (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 
4 points)  
a) 1. E 
 2. D 
 3. B 
 4. A 
 5. F 
b) 1. 
c) 1. The proportion of Germans who live in the settlement reaches 20%.; 
 2. The local self-government of the national minority requests it. (Answers given in 
 reverse order and differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13. Christianity in the 4th century       (short) 
Criteria Skills and 

content 
Points 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the process and background of 
Christianity becoming a state religion in the 4th century A.D. 0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L The candidate mentions the date of the Edict of Milan (313) or 
the period when Christianity became a state religion (end of the 
4th century) and s/he mentions a geographical aspect of the topic 
(e.g. Christianity evolved in Palestine, initially it spread in the 
eastern part of the empire, it primarily spread rapidly in the 
cities). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and specific 
historical concepts: e.g. state religion, church, synod, doctrine. 0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mention a salient fact in connection with the pictures (e.g. 
before the 4th century, Christians were forced to live in 
catacombs, the basilicas were built from the 4th century onwards) 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
the end of the persecutions made the building of churches 
possible, the basilicas followed the design of the halls of ancient 
Rome). 

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. at the 
Synod of Nicea, there was a debate between the different factions; 
the emperor played the role of the mediator; priests arrived from 
both parts of the empire), and s/he says that the doctrines were 
consolidated / the doctrine of the Holy Trinity was accepted. 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he states that in the Edict of Milan, Constantine the Great 
sanctioned the practice of the Christian faith, and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. by doing so, he 
put an end to the persecution of the Christians; he founded it on 
an apparition; he aimed to reinforce his own power by gaining the 
support of the Christians; the creation of the church organisation 
could begin after this). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions that Emperor Theodosius made Christianity 
into a state religion, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. he started persecuting the pagans; he 
banned pagan rituals / institutions; he tried to ensure the integrity 
of his empire). 

0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20 
EXAM POINTS 10 
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14. New Deal          (short) 
Criteria Skills and 

content 
Points 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the role of the state in crisis management 
through the example of the New Deal in the 1930s. Using the 
sources the candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L The candidate mentions that the world economic crisis was 
between 1929 and 1933 / the stock exchange collapsed in 1929 / 
Roosevelt became the president of the United States in 1933, and 
s/he mentions an important geographical aspect of the question 
(e.g. the crisis began with the collapse of the New York Stock 
Exchange, it spread globally, besides the United States, the crisis 
had the gravest impact in Germany). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and specific 
historical concepts: e.g. market, crisis, unemployment, stock 
exchange. 

0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions a fundamental element of the caricature (e.g. 
the government is spending irresponsibly, it criticises 
government spending), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. Roosevelt wanted state intervention in 
economic processes; the government assumed the role of the 
buyer; the government aimed to create demand with sufficient 
financial resources; the US disposed of significant financial 
reserves). 

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. it 
suggested action against the speculators; in the United States 
private property is inviolable), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. speculation on the stock 
exchange led to the outbreak of the crisis; a stock exchange regulator 
was created to control its functioning; the market economy was not 
restricted in spite of the intervention, state intervention could only 
happen with full respect for individual rights). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions that the state provided employment (in 
communal works), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. thanks to this, the rate of 
unemployment dropped, the Civilian Conservation Corps was 
established; there were large-scale infrastructure development 
projects; trade union rights were extended; a minimum wage was 
introduced; the interventions aimed to increase consumption / 
purchasing power). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions at least one more important measure taken as 
part of the New Deal (e.g. the banking holiday; currency 
depreciation; support for “fair competition”; the indemnification 
of farmers; the regulation of production), and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. savings were 
protected; a welfare state was created; the activities of the Federal 
Reserve are overseen by the president; foreign trade was 

0–3 
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encouraged; the state became indebted as a result of the 
measures). 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20 
EXAM POINTS 10 

 
15. The Golden Bull         (long) 

Criteria Skills and 
content 

Points 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the measures introduced as part of the 
Golden Bull and their background. Using the sources, the 
candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate mentions the date of issue of the Golden Bull 
(1222). 0–2 

L2 The candidate refers to a geographical element of the question 
(e.g. the Golden Bull was issued in Székesfehérvár, it happened 
after András II’s campaign in the Holy Land, it makes reference 
to the king’s campaigns). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. king, royal county, land property, privilege. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. baron, gentry, royal revenue, royal servant 
[szerviens]. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. the 
land gifts constituted an infringement of the rights of the people 
of the castles / castle officials / bailiffs and castle warriors; the 
system of royal castles started disintegrating), and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. land gifts were 
the result of rivalry to attain the throne / aimed to maintain the 
military; the royal county started its transformation into the 
feudal county of the nobility; the groups whose rights were 
infringed demanded the  issuing of the Golden Bull). 

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. the 
aim of a large group was to take away the barons’ offices and 
lands; the Golden Bull aimed to restore the privileges of Saint 
Stephen’s time), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the large group was made up of the 
royal servants [szerviens]; the cause of the dissatisfaction was 
that András II granted privileges to his wife Gertrude’s relatives 
/ foreigners; because of the land gifts, the royal servants 
[szerviens] were concerned about the future of their own lands 
and their privileges; the barons’ abuse of power was the cause of 
the upheaval). 

0–3 
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 S3 S/he mentions an essential element of the source (e.g. the 
royal servants’ [szerviens] freedom to write their last will, except 
for the bride’s quarter; their lands were returned to the king only 
if their clan died out or they had not made a last will; in case of 
the royal servant’s [szerviens] sudden death, his close relatives 
received his inheritance), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. through this, the king confirmed the 
ownership of their lands; escheatage slowed down / the king had 
difficulty guaranteeing it). 

0–3 

S4 S/he mentions an essential element of the source (e.g. he 
banned the devaluation of money; he ordered that the value of 
the currency must be increased; he prohibited the participation of 
Jews and Ishmaelites in the management of royal revenues), and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
András II devalued the money to cover the costs of his campaigns 
in the Holy Land / his debts; by renting out the collection of royal 
revenues, he acted against the interests of the church and the 
nobility; he rented out the royal revenues to non-Christians; he 
didn’t keep his promises later on, either). 

0–3 

Describing 
the reasons 
behind an 
event; critical 
and problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions two of the privileges of the royal servants 
[szerviens] that were mentioned in the Golden Bull, but didn’t 
appear in the sources (e.g. exemption from taxes, they could not 
be sentenced without the verdict of a judge, they were only 
obliged to provide military service in the defence of the country, 
they were not obliged to provide lodging for the king), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. as a 
result of the land gifts, the royal servants [szerviens] could 
become dependent on the barons / become serfs; those of the 
royal servants [szerviens] who did not provide military service 
had to pay a tax; only the king could pass judgement in their 
cases / the barons exerted excessive power over them; they 
provided the greater part of the royal army; they participated in 
foreign campaigns at the king’s expense). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions the essence of the resistance clause (e.g. if a 
monarch acts against the provisions of the Golden Bull, the 
barons / prelates / nobles can rise up against him without 
committing high treason), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this guaranteed that the provisions of 
the Golden Bull would be respected; this legal practice shows 
similarities with western / English models; initially, it was only 
valid for the barons; later, all nobles had this right; in spite of 
this, kings often didn’t adhere to the Golden Bull). 

0–3 

E3 S/he mentions that later on, the royal servants [szerviens] 
merged into the nobility / the royal servants [szerviens] became 
equal in terms of their rights, and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. some of the castle warriors also 
merged into the nobility; at a later stage, they had their own 
system for administering justice; the feudal counties of the 
nobles slowly replaced the royal counties; in the period of the 
Golden Bull, only the barons were called nobles), or s/he says 

0–3 
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that these privileges endured as fundamental rights of the 
nobility. 
E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36 
EXAM POINTS 18 

 
16. The role of the state in the economy      (long) 

Criteria Skills and 
content 

Points 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the structure and revenues of the 
Hungarian national budget today. Using the sources the 
candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate writes about the period after the regime change. 0–2 

L2 The candidate writes about Hungary. 0–2 
Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. state, economy, money, tax. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. budget, contribution, social security, personal 
income tax. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important fact about the data in the chart 
(e.g. it is equivalent to almost half of the GDP in developed 
countries; Hungary’s expenditures in the national budget in 
proportion to the GDP are comparable with those of the 
developed countries), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this was significantly lower in the past; 
s/he mentions at least two functions of the state which are funded 
from the national budget: the maintenance of state 
administration, the provision of public goods, the stabilisation of 
the economy, redistribution). 

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions that revenues from excise duties started 
growing gradually from 2010, and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. one of the causes of this 
is that rate of excise duties gradually increased ; another cause 
may be rising consumption; excise duties are payable on fuel / 
tobacco products / alcohol; in part, luxury and consumption and 
consumption which is harmful to health are penalised; excise 
duties fall within the category of consumption duties). 

0–3 

S3 S/he mentions an important fact on the basis of the table (e.g. a 
total of 18.5% of contributions are deducted from salaries; there is a 
10% pension / 7% social security / 1.5% labour market contribution 
on salaries), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 

0–3 
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with this (e.g. the contributions fund the functioning of the social 
security / pension system; partly due to the contributions, the 
amounts deducted from salaries are relatively high in Hungary). 
S4 S/he mentions that businesses / enterprises pay corporate tax, 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
corporate tax is a type of income tax; corporate tax is levied on 
the revenues of enterprises). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions at least two of the sub-systems of the national 
budget (e.g. the central budget / social security fund / pension 
fund / local government budgets), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. state functions supervised 
by the government / government expenditures are funded from 
the central budget; expenditures of the pension system are funded 
from the pension fund; the healthcare system is funded from the 
social security fund; the functioning of the local governments is 
in part funded from the local government’s budget). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions the personal income tax among the most 
important revenues of the national budget, and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the personal 
income tax is a type of income tax; in Hungary, it is currently a 
flat-rate tax; in some other countries, a progressive tax is applied; 
in Hungary, the rate is currently 15%). 

0–3 

E3 S/he mentions value-added tax among the most important 
revenues of the national budget, and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. value-added tax is a type 
of value-based / indirect tax; in Hungary, it is currently 27% for 
most products). 

0–3 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36 
EXAM POINTS 18 

 
17. The franchise and the electoral system  (complex – covering several periods) 

Criteria Skills and 
content 

Points 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents changes in the franchise and the electoral 
system between 1920 and our own times on the basis of the 
guidelines provided in the instructions. Using the sources the 
candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 S/he mentions two essential dates from the period up to the end 
of World War II (e.g. the fall of the Soviet Republic: August 1, 1919, 
Horthy’s election as governor: 1920, Bethlen’s appointment as prime 
minister: 1921, the franchise act: 1922, the end of the war in 
Hungary: April 1945). 

0–2 

L2 S/he mentions two essential dates from the period after World 
War II (e.g. elections: 1945, the blue-ballot elections: 1947, the 
consolidation of the Communist dictatorship: 1948 / 1949, the 

0–2 
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regime change: 1989-90). 
L3 In his/her exposition of the topic, the candidate presents a 
chronological structure and his/her assertions relate to Hungary. 0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. franchise, electoral system, parliament, 
democracy. 

0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. open / secret ballot, one-party / multi-party 
system, constituency, list. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important fact on the basis of the table (e.g. 
an education-based census was introduced, also for men; the age 
limit was raised for women), and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. the proportion of people who had 
the right to vote decreased; universal suffrage was restricted; 
first, it was introduced in the form of a decree / it was later passed 
into law; the regulations that applied to women were stricter; 
living at the same address for a period of several years was a 
condition of the right to vote). 

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. 
Klebelsberg argued for restricting the suffrage; he mentions 
deficient education as an argument; he was wary of the 
demagoguery of the extremist parties), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. there were concerns about 
a repetition of the Soviet Republic; an authoritarian system / 
limited parliamentarism was created; this system was 
anachronistic in Europe at the time). 

0–3 

S3 S/he mentions an important element of the electoral system 
(e.g. there were individual constituencies and lists; the open 
ballot was reintroduced in the countryside; in bigger towns, 
voters cast their ballot on local lists), and in connection with this 
s/he mentions that this ensured that the governing party became 
impossible to replace (besides the restrictions on the franchise). 

0–3 

S4 S/he mentions an important element of the franchise in 1945 
(e.g. suffrage was once again universal; only parties designated 
as democratic were allowed participate in the elections; Germans 
/ those who were designated as adherents of the previous system 
did not have the right to vote), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. all education / residence-
based restrictions were lifted; it equally applied to men and 
women, it also served to weaken right-wing parties). 

0–3 

S5 S/he mentions the fundamental characteristics of the 1945 
electoral system (e.g. it was based on county and national lists), 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
they broke with the tradition of individual constituencies; parties 
gained more significance than individual politicians; relatively 
unknown politicians participated in the elections). 

0–3 
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E1 S/he mentions that in the period of the Communist 
dictatorship there was a one-party system,, and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. elections were a 
formality; officially, the candidates of the People’s Front 
participated; later, the system of individual constituencies was 
adopted; until 1985 only one candidate participated in each 
constituency). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E2 S/he mentions that the multi-party system was restored after 
the regime change, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this was considered to be the 
foundation of democracy; the constitution was amended to 
reflect this). 

0–3 

E3 S/he mentions that a mixed electoral system was introduced, 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
in the individual constituencies the majoritarian principle 
prevails / in local and national lists the principle of 
proportionality prevails; votes are cast directly for the local lists; 
parties received mandates on the national lists in proportion to 
the fractional votes). 

0–3 

E4 S/he mentions an important fact in connection with the 
administration of the elections (e.g. voting may have two rounds 
in individual constituencies; recommendations from the 
constituents were necessary for candidates to be able to run; 
elections were preceded by a campaign and a period of campaign 
silence; there was a 4%, and later 5% parliamentary threshold), 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
this made cooperation between the parties possible; the number 
of parties that were able to participate in the elections was higher 
than the number of those that actually got into parliament; the 
parties received state funding; this contributed to governability / 
aimed to exclude extremism). 

0–3 

E5 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44 
EXAM POINTS 22 

 
18. The bourgeois nation state: Germany and Hungary  (complex – comparative) 

Criteria Skills and 
content 

Points 

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate compares the creation and the characteristics of 
the German and Hungarian bourgeois nation state on the basis 
of the guidelines in the question. Using the sources, the 
candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 S/he states the date of the foundation of the German Empire 
(1871). 0–2 

L2 S/he states the date of the compromise (1867). 0–2 
L3 S/he mentions two geographical features of contemporary 
German history (e.g. German unity without Austria, Prussia 0–2 
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unified the German territories, its capital was Berlin). 
L4 S/he mentions two geographical features of contemporary 
Hungarian history (e.g. it was part of the Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy, it was united with Transylvania, its capital was 
Budapest). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general 
historical concepts: e.g. nation state, bourgeois state, 
constitution, popular representation. 

0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific 
historical 
concepts: e.g. civil marriage, parliamentary government, 
suffrage, Liberalism / Nationalism. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 S/he mentions one of the substantial powers of the German 
emperor (e.g. he convenes and dismisses the legislature; he 
appoints the chancellor and signs laws), s/he mentions one of 
the substantial powers of the king of Hungary (e.g. he convenes 
and dismisses the legislature; he appoints the prime minister 
and the ministers and signs laws), and s/he makes a comparative 
statement in connection with these (e.g. both monarchs were 
the heads of constitutional monarchies; the German emperor 
had greater freedom in the appointment of the prime minister; 
the chancellor was not responsible to the parliament, but the 
prime minister was, both monarchs were bound by the 
institution of the counter-signature / neither monarch was 
accountable; both monarchs could disregard the balance of 
political power / in comparison with other constitutional 
monarchies, both monarchs had broad authority). 

0–4 

S2 S/he states an feature of civil marriage in Germany (e.g. only 
registry office clerks can administer it; it is prohibited to have 
a church wedding before it; it is possible to divorce), s/he 
mentions an element of civil marriage in Hungary (e.g. only a 
lay official can administer it; it is prohibited to have a church 
wedding before it; it is possible to divorce), and s/he makes a 
comparative statement in connection with these (e.g. the two 
laws are essentially identical; passing them was a part of the so-
called kulturkampf, both countries strove to push back against 
the Catholic church; it was one of the steps that both countries 
took in order to separate the state and the church). 

0–4 

S3 S/he mentions that in Germany there was general suffrage 
(for men), s/he says that in Hungary the franchise was based on 
a (wealth-, income-, education-based) census, and s/he makes a 
statement in which s/he compares these (e.g. in both cases, 
suffrage was considered to be founded on popular 
representation; the German election law was considered to be 
progressive, while to Hungarian law was considered obsolete; 
the German election law can be considered an advance, while 
the Hungarian can be considered the restoration of the 1848 

0–4 
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status; without a government which is responsible to the 
parliament, the German election law did not create a 
significantly more democratic state than the census-based law 
did in Hungary). 

Describing the 
reasons behind an 
event; critical and 
problem-centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions an important fact in connection with the 
formation of the German Empire (e.g. it was a dynastic 
unification; it was a result of the Franco-Prussian War), s/he 
mentions an important fact in connection with the restoration of 
Hungarian state authority (e.g. it was realised through a 
compromise with the monarch; it was in part imposed by 
military defeats; the constitution of 1848 was restored), and 
s/he makes a comparative statement in connection with these 
(e.g. in both cases, a moral was drawn from the failure of the 
unification attempt of 1848; in both cases, it was considered to 
be the restoration of the country’s territorial integrity; in both 
cases, it was achieved through a dynastic solution; in both 
cases, national ambitions were realised; in Germany, a new 
empire was created, while in Hungary, the country’s 
independence within the empire was restored). 

0–4 

E2 S/he mentions an important fact in connection with 
Germany’s territorial structure or public administration (e.g. 
Germany was a federal state; Prussia had a dominant position), 
s/he mentions an important fact in connection with Hungary’s 
territorial structure or public administration (e.g. Croatia was 
an integral partner of Hungary; a uniform county system was 
introduced), and s/he makes a comparative statement in 
connection with these (e.g. Hungary was administered in a 
more unified way / a more centralised state than Germany; in 
Germany, the dynastic states survived, while in Hungary, the 
system of feudal public administration was dismantled). 

0–4 

E3 S/he mentions that the population of Germany was 
predominantly German-speaking / Germany had only a Polish 
minority / a significant German population lived outside 
Germany, s/he mentions that approximately half of the 
population of Hungary was not Hungarian-speaking, and s/he 
makes a comparative statement in connection with these (e.g. 
there were no significant conflicts between national minorities 
in Germany, while in Hungary these played a significant role; 
both countries considered themselves to be nation states and 
acted accordingly; Germany was created through the 
unification of states, Hungary was transformed from a historical 
state into a nation state; in Hungary, there was a distinction 
between the political nation and the nationalities, in Germany, 
such a distinction was not necessary).  

0–4 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–4 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44 
EXAM POINTS 22 
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The references for the sources (text, illustration, table, diagram) in the exam booklet:  
1.  https://www.sporcle.com/games/sixte105/click-the-roman-empire-province 
2. https://nypost.com 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk 
https://www.expedia.com6.  Abel Faivre, Le Rire, No. 14,9. May1903. 
7. Budapest története IV. Szerk.: Vörös Károly. Budapest, 1987. 
8. https://hu.pinterest.com/pin/461337555570840929/ 
http://russiatrek.org/blog/art/soviet-anti-religious-propaganda-posters/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_history_of_the_Soviet_Union#/media/File:Rkka.jpg 
http://www.newsmov.biz/collective-farm.html 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/13998411@N02/1578784571/ 
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O111954/victory-of-the-5-year-poster-tzivchinskiy-nv/ 
https://web.stanford.edu/~gfreidin/images/art/constrction-workers2stalin.jpg 
10.  https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Josef-Stalin-and-Mao-Zedong_fig3_249564437  
11. http://ludas-matyi.com/1979-augusztus-16/ 
http://ujkor.hu/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/fgy_tort_erettsegi_11_mjkII_v1_2005-2016.pdf 
https://www.tenyleg.com/index.php?action=recordView&type=places&category_id=3049&id=178529 
13. https://travelingwithlyn.com/tag/catacombe-2/ 
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Aquileia_basilica.jpg 
14. Carey Cassius Orr &. Chicago Tribune, 1934. 
16. Merényi Zsuzsanna – Vasné Botár Ágnes – Fritz Sepulveda Pablo Arnoldo: Iránytű a pénzügyekhez. Budapest, 2016. 
146. https://www.nav.gov.hu/nav/szolgaltatasok/adokulcsok_jarulekmertekek/fizetendo_jar 
https://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/adozas/igy-emeli-a-jovedeki-adot-a-kormany.169907.html 
http://www.ksh.hu/docs/hun/xstadat/xstadat_eves/i_qse006g.html?down=60  
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