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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 

The paper should be corrected as follows using a red pen. 

1. Correct answer  

2. Missing part   
3. Not closely connected to topic, extends the required length.         [ ] 
4. Error; mistake in the content (underlined with a single line)    
5. Meaningless text; problems with logic or language use 
(underlined with a wavy line) ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
6. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined with a double line)     
 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s).  
 

I. Correcting and evaluating simple short-answer tasks 

The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must be accepted as correct. 
Where the key says in the case of a specific task that differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable, all answers the content of which is equivalent to the answer in the key must be 
accepted. Where the key says in the case of a specific task that other correct answers are also 
acceptable, all answers that are judged historically correct must be accepted. 
 
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, no points can be given to a candidate who has underlined or marked all of the 
options. If a specific number of elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides 
more that this number of elements (but not all of them), then they must be evaluated in the order 
in which they are written. 
 
The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the national curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 
 
Scoring 

Correct answer or part of an answer: 0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer: 0 points 
Missing answer: 0 points 
 
0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. Points allocated to 
individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 3.5 
should be left as 3.5. 
In the tables at the end of the tasks, the boxes on the left give the maximum points, and the 
points achieved by the candidate must be entered into the boxes on the right. 
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The total score for simple short-answer tasks must be entered into the appropriate boxes 
in the summary table on the last page of the exam booklet. 
If the total for simple short-answer tasks is a round number, no action is required. If the total is 
not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics (e.g. 23.5 
points will be rounded up to 24). 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating essay-type questions 

 
1. Choosing the right tasks 
 
Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  

one short task about world history, 
one long task about Hungarian history,  
one complex task. 

The tasks on world history and Hungarian history must be about different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly: 

- if the candidate chose three essay-type tasks but disregarded the guidelines for 
choosing the right essay type or period, then their work must be evaluated so that they lose the 
fewest possible points; that is, all three answers must be marked and the one or two correctly 
chosen task(s) where they achieved the highest score(s) must be taken into account; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, but his or her final 
choice of tasks is indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then the answers to the 
indicated tasks must be marked and scored; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, and his or her final 
choice of tasks is not indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then starting with the 
task with the lowest number, the tasks must be evaluated as task numbers increase, also taking 
into account the rules for making a correct choice. That is, if the candidate completed all the 
tasks, the answers for tasks 13, 16 and 17 must be evaluated and scored. 
A task is considered to have been answered if the candidate has not clearly indicated the 
contrary. 
 
2. Evaluating the tasks 
 
Essay type tasks must be evaluated using this marking and evaluation key, which provides 
the evaluation criteria and the connected content elements. The score achieved for each criterion 
must be entered into the table after the dotted lines, the total score must be calculated and must 
then be divided by 2 to calculate the exam points. Exam points do not need to be rounded up 
for each task individually. 
 
a) Understanding of the task 
 
2 points can be given if the candidate has been awarded at least half the achievable points in 
Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has been awarded fewer than half the achievable points in 
Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources, 
but s/he has scored at least 1 point in either of these criteria. 
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0 points can be given if the candidate has not been awarded any points in Describing the 
reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources. 

If the score for Understanding of the task is 0, the total score for the task is also 0. 
 
b) Location: space and time 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with an “L”. For the 
short essay, elements connected to space and time are evaluated together (L), while for long 
essays they are evaluated separately (L1 and L2). In the case of the complex essay, three of four 
elements connected to space and time must be evaluated (L1, L2, L3 and L4). Where the key 
provides a list of examples, the specified number of element(s) or other acceptable solution(s) 
will score points. 
 
2 points can be given if the candidate has given the specified number of correct solutions.
1 point can be given if at least one of the specified correct solutions is missing, but at least 
one is present in the answer. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has given no correct era and/or place related elements.

        
In the short essay, space and time elements score maximum 1 point, while in the long and 
complex essays they score maximum 2 points each. 
In comparative complex tasks, two time and two place elements can score a maximum of 8 
points, while for complex task covering several periods time or place elements score 2 points 
each, while the other element scores 2 points, that is, 6 points altogether depending on the topic 
of the task. 
The assessor clearly marks in the candidate’s answer all correct (Ltime or Lplace) and 
incorrect answers (underlined). 
 
c) Communication and use of special vocabulary 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with a “C”. 
For the short essay, general terms and topic-related special vocabulary (C1) can score 0, 1 
or 2 points. The key requires the correct use of four terms. The provided terms are given as 
examples. 
 
2 points can be given if the candidate has used at least three terms correctly. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has used one or two terms correctly. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has used no terms correctly.

 
The assessor clearly marks in the answer all correct () and incorrect answers (underlined). In 
the long and complex essays the so-called general (C1) and topic-related special vocabulary 
(C2) must be scored separately. The scores of 0, 1 and 2 points can be awarded on the basis 
of the same principles as the ones mentioned above for short essays, and correct and incorrect 
answers must be marked in the same way. 
 
Essay structure and language accuracy can be awarded 0, 1 or 2 points for short (C2) and 
long or complex essays (C3). 
 
2 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, and contains no more than one grave error of accuracy or spelling. 
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1 point can be given if the text is poorly structured, lacks the right proportions, and is 
incomplete or contains several errors of accuracy and spelling. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences, or the text contains a high number of errors of accuracy and spelling. 

 
d) Acquisition of information and use of sources; describing the reasons behind an event; 
critical and problem-centred approach 
The evaluation of Acquisition of information and use of sources (marked with the letter “S” in 
the key) and Describing the reasons behind an event; critical and problem-centred approach 
(marked with the letter “E” in the key) is guided by the same principle. Content elements are 
made up of two parts: the record of a certain fact and a conclusion which is based on this (the 
connection between the two is not specified; the relationship may be cause-and-effect or other). 
The examples for content elements given in brackets (the content elements following “e.g.”) 
can all be accepted or other correct answers as well. That is, including one of the examples 
in the essay is sufficient to achieve a maximum score. In short and long tasks and complex 
essays covering several periods, score 1 point for recording one correct element and 2 points 
for the correct conclusion (the conclusion may score 1 point if the answer too schematic, not 
focussed or inaccurate). Each analysis of the comparative complex essay contains three 
elements: 1 point is scored for a correct record created on the basis of the two sources or reasons 
behind the given event that need to be compared, and 2 points (or 1 point) for the accompanying 
conclusions as follows: 
 
For short, long and complex essays overarching several periods: 
3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact and drawn an appropriate 
conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, but drawn an 
appropriate conclusion or has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn an overly schematic, 
unfocussed or inaccurate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn no conclusion or 
has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or inaccurate 
conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn no 
appropriate conclusion. 

 
For comparative complex essays: 
4 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of the 
two sources and drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources but drawn an appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded a 
fact on the basis of each of the two sources but drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of the 
two sources but drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded a fact 
on the basis of one of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or inaccurate 
conclusion, or s/he has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either of the two sources, 
but drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has not correctly recorded a 
fact on the basis of either of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
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0 points can be given if the candidate has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either 
of the two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion. 

 
A content element or connection may appear as an example in several places in the key, but 
each element can only be awarded a point in one of the criteria. 
The assessor clearly marks in the essay all correct (e.g. S1 if one of the elements appears in 
the given place in the text; S1 if both the record and the conclusion appear in the given 
place in the text; S1 and S1 marked separately if the record and the conclusion do not 
closely follow each other but appear in two separate places in the essay) and incorrect answers 
(underlined). Sub-scores must be marked for Describing the reasons behind an event in the 
same way (e.g. E1). 
 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 
It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the limits 
specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the dotted 
lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, this can 
be 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks 4-5 lines. Any answer elements beyond these lines 
cannot be evaluated. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
 
After completing the detailed evaluation, sub-scores must be added up, and then the total score 
for all the tasks must be divided by 2 to get the exam points. The exam points do not need to be 
rounded up for each individual task. The exam points for each task must be entered in the table 
on the back cover of the exam booklet, and then the total points must be calculated.  
If this total 

– is a round number, no action is required; 
– is not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics 

(e.g. 23.5 points will be rounded up to 24). 
 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 
Add up the (rounded up) scores for parts I and II.  
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I. SIMPLE SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 

1. Ancient Rome (Total: 3 points) 
a) Location: Actium 
 Year: 31 BC / BCE (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
b) republic (0.5 points) 
c) principate (0.5 points) 
d) Autocracy, which was cloaked in formal features of the republic. / A military dictatorship, 
purportedly supported by the people. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.)  
(1 point) 
 
2. Mediaeval society (Total: 4 points) 
a) 1 (0.5 points) 
b) They acquired a form of subsistence / land.; They received protection. (Differently 
formulated answers or answers given a reverse order are also acceptable.) (Score: 0.5 points 
for each correct item.) 
c) 3 (0.5 points) 
d) They paid tax to both the landlord and the church (archbishop). / The archbishop was also 
their landlord. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
e) They were able to pay tax in money or in produce. (Differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
3. Early Hungarian history (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a)  Finno-Ugrian 
b) clan 
c) dual principality 
d) táltos / shaman 
 
4. Spanish War of Succession (Total: 4 points) 
a) Which royal house is “His Imperial Majesty’s glorious 
House”? 

Habsburg 

b) Which is the “most Christian king’s” country? France 
c) What is the name of the king who attempted to secure 
“the succession to the [Spanish] throne for his grandchild”? 

(Bourbon) Louis XIV 

d) On which continent could the “Indies” be found? (South- / Central-)America 
(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
e) Britain could also control trade in the Mediterranean. (1 point) 
f) The Netherlands were protected against a possible French attack. / The Habsburgs were 
recompensed for the loss of the Spanish throne. (1 point) 
(Differently formulated answers to questions e) and f) are also acceptable; other correct 
answers are also acceptable.) 
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5. Gábor Bethlen (Total: 3 points) 
Type of revenue of the prince’s court Source of revenue of the prince’s court 

Revenues from private (landlords’) lands a) landlord’s tax [Hungarian: kilenced] 

Royal revenues 

duties 
minting 
b) mining tax 
c) monopolies 

Revenues sanctioned by the diet 
d) taxes paid by the Saxons 
taxes of the royal free towns 
military tax 

(Answers given to questions b) and c) are also acceptable in a reverse order.) 
(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
e) He invited persecuted Protestant artisans to Transylvania. (1 point) (A differently formulated 
answer is also acceptable.) 
 
6. First industrial revolution (Total: 4 points) 
a) India (1 point) 
b) Because of the steam engines / mechanisation / spread of factories. (Differently formulated 
answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) There was a lack of raw material because of the ban on cotton imports. (Differently 
formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
d) population growth; growing demand; ending the ban on cotton imports; cotton processing is 
cheaper 
(Any two of the listed answers, also if differently formulated, are acceptable, irrespective of the 
order in which they are given.) (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
 
7. Hungarian society in the period of the Dual Monarchy (4 points) 

Statement The data in 
the table 
confirm the 
statement as 
true. 

The data in 
the table 
confirm the 
statement as 
false. 

It cannot be 
decided on the 
basis of the 
data in the 
table. 

a) More than half of the population 
of Hungary had land property.  X  

b) The distribution of land was not 
proportionate: the wealthiest 1% of 
landowners owned more than half 
of all the land. 

X   

c) Landowners who belonged to an 
ethnic minority owned on average 
smaller properties than the 
Hungarians. 

X   

d) About one third of those making 
a living from agriculture didn’t own 
land. 

  X 

(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
e) taxpayer suffrage (1 point) 



Történelem angol nyelven Javítási-értékelési útmutató 
emelt szint 

1813 írásbeli vizsga 9 / 22 2019. május 8. 

f) Because with a lower income limit / universal suffrage, a larger part of the ethnic minorities 
could have voted. / Because the proportion of the ethnic minorities was large among the lower-
income sections of society. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
8. World economic crisis (Total: 4 points) 
a) 3. 
b) 2. 
c) 2. 
d) 1. (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
e) Growing demand pushed up share prices (which resulted in more demand). (1 point) 
f) If all countries did this, none of them could export their products. / The market shrank. / Large 
stocks, which couldn’t be sold, accumulated. (1 point) 
(For questions e) and f), differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) 
 
9. Revision (Total: 8 points) 

Date Letter(s) of the 
source(s) 

a) November 2, 1938 F 
b) March 1939 B G 
c) August 30, 1940 A E 
d) April 1941 C 

(Letters in the same row are interchangeable.) 
(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
e) 3. (0.5 points) 
f) 3. (0.5 points) 
g) 2. (0.5 points) 
h) Kárpátalja [Zakarpattia] (1 point) 
i) Délvidék [the southern territories] (Also acceptable: Vajdaság [Vojvodina].) (1 point) 
 Date of the territorial gain The proportion of the 

Hungarian population in 
the territorial unit 

reannexed 
j) November 2, 1938 84.4 

k) March 1939 9.2 

l) August 30, 1940 51.8 
(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
 
10. Israel (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) 

 Map 1 Map 2 Map 3 
Letter of the 
description C B D 

Year 1967 1917-1918 1948 

(Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
b) The (1956) revolution (and freedom fight). (1 point) 
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11. The 1956 revolution (Total: 4 points) 
a) (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
A) 4 
B) 4 
C) 2 
D) 5 
E) 6 
F) 7 
b) Pál Maléter (1 point) 
 
12. Tax system (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
a) value-added tax / VAT 
b) personal income tax / PIT 
c) pension insurance / pension fund / pension 
d) social security / social security fund / healthcare 
(Answers given to questions c) and d) are also acceptable in a reverse order.) 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13. Ottoman Empire         (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the Ottoman sultan’s revenues. Using the 
sources the candidate refers to some essential connections. 0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L The candidate states that the period in question is that of the 
great geographical discoveries / the conquests in Hungary / the 
acme of the Ottoman Empire, and s/he mentions a geographical 
area associated with the question (e.g. Constantinople / Istanbul 
was the capital, Asia Minor and the Balkans, the core territory, the 
eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and specific 
historical concepts: e.g. Levantine trade, sultan, tax, land property. 0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mention that Christians and Jews paid a poll tax, and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. in 
exchange for this, they received protection / there was religious 
tolerance; Islam considered Christianity / Judaism its 
predecessors, the state had no interest in converting people to 
Islam, which motivated the conquests). 

0–3 

S2 S/he summarises the essence of the source (e.g. the sultan’s 
orders were forged; there was a significant corruption), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
disinterestedness / vulnerability / despotic dependence may have 
been the cause of this phenomenon; the phenomenon resulted in a 
decrease in state revenues / economic decline; as with the 
decreasing pace of the conquests, the number of land properties 
available as grants dropped). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he states that the sultan possessed significant lands that 
belonged to the treasury (khas), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. in theory, the sultan / caliph 
owned all the land in the Ottoman Empire; the rest of the lands 
were granted for service; the most valuable territories / towns with 
larger populations became khas lands; the empire had a well-
developed tax registration system). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions that the sultan also received revenues from 
Levantine trade, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. especially after conquering the Middle 
East, Constantinople / Istanbul was one of its main hubs; Levantine 
trade started declining in the 16th century). 

0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20
EXAM POINTS 10
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14. Colonisation          (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding of 
the task 

The candidate presents the economic causes and the 
facilitating factors of colonisation at the end of the 19th 
century. Using the sources the candidate refers to some 
essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L The candidate mentions an important chronological element 
of the question (e.g. it coincided with the second industrial 
revolution, it occurred after the formation of nation states, it 
would later have part in World War I, it was the age of 
imperialism / building empires) and an important 
geographical element (e.g. the territory of the British Empire, 
the main colonist powers, the Suez and Panama Canal, the 
division of Africa). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and 
specific historical concepts: e.g. colony, (second) industrial 
revolution, population boom / emigration, heavy industry / 
railway construction / armament. 

0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or 
grammar mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 On the basis of the map, s/he states that there were 
significant / inter-continental migrations in the period, and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
people who emigrated settled in colonies; emigration resulted 
in the natives being stripped of their rights / expelled; 
colonisation also made emigration from Asia possible; the 
migrants provided the economy of the US / the colonies with 
a labour force, there was a population boom in Europe). 

0–3 

S2 S/he says that the British colonies / dominions and the 
homeland were connected by telegraph cables, and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. they 
made communication / controlling the colonies / economic links 
easier / faster). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; critical 
and problem- 
centred approach 

E1 S/he mentions that securing raw materials and markets 
were some of the main objectives of colonisation, and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. this 
was driven by the industrial revolution; it was predominantly 
free trade in spite of the colonisation; this played a role in the 
development of systems of alliances / the outbreak of World 
War I). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions the European advantage in arms 
development / technology, and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. this was caused by the 
commencement of the second industrial revolution; 
magazine-fed guns were developed; Britain controlled the 
seas; troops could be transported by rail) or S/he mentions the 
race for the colonies amongst the great powers, and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
Britain / France intended to preserve its empire; Germany also 

0–3 
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wished to establish a colonial  empire; for this reason, 
valueless territories were also colonised; this played a role in 
the development of systems of alliances / the outbreak of 
World War I). 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20
EXAM POINTS 10

 
15.  The Habsburg system in 16th-century Hungary    (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the political system and the 
organisation of anti-Turkish defence in the Kingdom of 
Hungary in the 16th century. In his/her answer the candidate 
highlights the role of religion in political issues. Using the 
sources the candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate mentions the division of the country into 
three parts / the fall of Buda (1541), and s/he mentions one 
more item of chronology (e.g. the Turks were unable to occupy 
the castle of Eger (1552); the reinforcement of the defence 
system became possible after the fall of Szigetvár (1566) / in 
the period following the Treaty of Adrianople). 

0–2 

L2 The candidate refers to at least two geographical points (e.g. 
the Kingdom of Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire / 
was under Habsburg rule; s/he mentions the location of the 
border castles / high captaincies; s/he names the three parts of 
the country; diets were held in Pozsony). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general 
historical concepts: e.g. court, county, defence, serf. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific 
historical concepts: e.g. diet, military order, border castle, 
Reformation. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important element of the table (e.g. in 
practice, the Hungarian authorities were subordinate to the 
imperial ones; s/he lists the local Hungarian government seats 
[dicasterii]), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. it demonstrated the absolutist ambitions of the 
Habsburgs; the newly-created institutions were under the 
Habsburgs’ control; the Vice-Regency was an institution that 
substituted the king under the leadership of the palatine; the 
chancellery managed public administration; the chamber 
managed the finances and royal revenues; the Hungarian 
government seats were formally independent; the monarch 
sought the unity of the empire). 

0–3 
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 S2 Using the source extract, s/he mentions a fact in connection 
with the financial background of anti-Turkish defence (e.g. the 
estates of the Holy Roman Empire and the rest of the Habsburg 
provinces also shared in its financial support; supported by the 
extensive empire, the Habsburgs raised significant funds for 
defence), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. it was in the interest of the Habsburgs to contain 
Turkish expansion; Hungary was considered to be the “Bastion 
of Christianity”; the financial support drove the Hungarian 
estates to cooperate with the court; the Hungarian estates would 
have been unable to maintain the border castles without the 
assistance of the Viennese court). 

0–3 

S3 S/he mentions an essential element of the source (e.g. free 
serf labour was intended to be used in reinforcing the castles), 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the Hungarian estates also took steps in the interest of anti-
Turkish defence; it was the serfs who were burdened with anti-
Turkish defence / corvée was increased). 

0–3 

S4 S/he mentions an essential element of the source (e.g. no 
elections were held for a palatine over a period of several 
decades; the diet had to elect a new palatine within one year), 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the king didn’t reside in Hungary / his seat was in Vienna, 
and he was represented by the palatine; the Hungarian estates 
had no direct influence on the monarch; nevertheless, due to 
the Turkish threat, they were forced to take advantage of the 
services of the estates in the exercise of power; in the second 
half of the 16th century, mostly ecclesiastic persons acted as 
vice-regents in lieu of a palatine). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions that the form of government in the country was 
feudal dualism / feudal monarchy, and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the diet and the county 
were feudal institutions; the monarch exercised executive 
power; the diet had the exclusive right to levy taxes / order 
conscriptions / elect a king; the county had the possibility to 
prevent the execution of royal decrees; royal assent was 
required for a bill to pass into law). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions an essential element of the organisation of 
anti-Turkish defence that is not stated in the source (e.g. high 
captaincies were established to support the ant-Turkish defence 
efforts; a system of new border castles was created), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the 
high captaincies were subordinated to the Imperial War 
Council;  members of the military order and mercenaries 
served in the border castles; the border castles were continually 
modernised). 

0–3 
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E3 S/he mentions a fact in connection with the political 
significance of the Reformation (e.g. a significant part of the 
Hungarian nobility / society converted to Protestantism; the 
military order was also Protestant), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. this was also the 
expression of a stance opposed to the Catholic Habsburgs; 
because of the Turkish threat, the Habsburgs were unable to 
push back against Protestantism; Protestantism became 
interwoven with the protection of feudal rights). 

0–3 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36
EXAM POINTS 18

 
16. The population of Hungary in the second half of the 20th century  (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the changes in the population of 
Hungary and their causes between the end of World War II and 
the regime change. Using the sources the candidate refers to 
some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate states the periods of the Rákosi and Kádár 
regimes: Rákosi regime: 1948/49-1953/56, Kádár regime: 
1956-1988/1989. 

0–2 

L2 The candidate mentions a geographical aspect of the topic 
(e.g. in the period of dictatorship Hungary belonged to the 
Soviet Bloc, immigrants were mostly from neighbouring 
countries / minority Hungarians). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general 
historical concepts: e.g. population, immigration, birth, death. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific 
historical concepts: e.g. family support / benefit / childcare 
allowance / childcare benefit, ageing / ageing society, women 
in employment / family model with two breadwinners, social 
security / pension / modernisation. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 S/he mentions a piece of important information on the map 
(e.g. after World War II, there was immigration from 
neighbouring countries to Hungary; there was migration from 
Hungary to Germany / neighbouring countries), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
Hungarians arrived from territories that had been reannexed by 
neighbouring countries; they were fleeing the oppressive / 
assimilationist policies of the neighbouring states; members of 
the German minority in Hungary were resettled; there was a 
Hungarian-Slovak population exchange). 

0–3 
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S2 S/he mentions that the birth rate rose in the 1950s, and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. one of 
the reasons for this was the ban on abortions; population 
growth was a political objective; in the long term, it didn’t 
increase the population – but it distorted the population 
pyramid / it resulted in populous age groups; this period is 
called the Ratkó period). 

0–3 

S3 S/he mentions that mothers were entitled to benefits (e.g. 
childcare allowance, maintenance of / calculation of employment 
status), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. the measures aimed to increase the birth rate / 
population in the Kádár period; the birth rate / population 
didn’t increase significantly / didn’t increase as a result of this 
in the Kádár period). 

0–3 

S4 S/he mentions that a large number of refugees / immigrants 
arrived in Hungary at the time of the regime change, and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. they 
were Hungarians from neighbouring countries; they fled 
because of the oppressive / assimilationist policies of the 
neighbouring countries; immigration also had economic / 
welfare-related causes; many people were fleeing the Yugoslav 
Wars). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions that Hungary suffered great losses in human 
life in World War II, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. hundreds of thousands of Jews were 
killed; there were significant military losses; as it was the location 
of military conflict, there was a large number of civilian casualties 
as well; hundreds of thousands of people were taken to the Soviet 
Union). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions that the birth rate decreased in the second 
half of the 20th century, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the cause of this was women’s higher 
level of education / employment / marriage at a later stage of 
life; this was connected to general social modernisation / this 
process was characteristic of all the developed world). 

0–3 

E3 S/he mentions that starting with the 1980s, a process of 
population loss began, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the result of this is an ageing society 
/ the problems of the pension system / the distortion of the 
labour market; real population loss occurred later than natural 
population loss due to the immigration excess; this was 
connected to general social modernisation / this process was 
characteristic of all the developed world). 

0–3 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36
EXAM POINTS 18
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17. Legal relations between Hungary and the Habsburg Empire 
(complex – covering several periods) 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents legal relations between Hungary and 
the Habsburg Empire between 1687 and 1790. Using the 
sources the candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 S/he mentions at least two essential dates in connection with 
the topic before Maria Theresa’s ascension to the throne (e.g. 
recognition of a hereditary monarchy: 1687, Diploma 
Leopoldinum: 1691, diet of Ónod / dethronement: 1707, Treaty of 
Szatmár: 1711, the acceptance of the Pragmatica Sanctio: 1723). 

0–2 

L2 S/he mentions at least two essential dates in connection with 
the topic after Maria Theresa’s ascension to the throne (e.g. the 
guarantee of Hungary as a separate entity: 1741, Maria Theresa’s 
reign: 1740-1780, Joseph II’s reign: 1780-1790). 

0–2 

L3 S/he refers to at least two geographical elements in 
connection with the topic (e.g. Transylvania, the Military 
Frontier, Pozsony, Vienna). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general 
historical concepts: e.g. monarch, power, diet, law. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific 
historical concepts: e.g. personal union, absolutism, 
dethronement, Pragmatica Sanctio/Pragmatic Sanction. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 S/he mentions an important fact on the basis of the map 
(e.g. the Kingdom of Hungary wasn’t restored  on the same 
territory as its mediaeval antecedent; Transylvania remained a 
separate territorial entity; the Military Frontier was created as 
a separate territorial entity), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. in Hungarian public 
law, this was deemed to be illegitimate / a feudal grievance; 
through this decision, the monarch intended to weaken the 
influence of the Hungarian estates; Transylvania was able to 
preserve its internal social order; the Turkish threat was the 
purported reason for the creation of the Military Frontier; the 
territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Hungary wasn’t 
restored in the period covered in this question).

0–3 

S2 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. the 
Treaty of Szatmár guaranteed the status of Hungary as a 
separate entity within the empire / the independence of 
Hungary; it prohibited any armed movements; it offered 
amnesty to the rebels), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the Rákóczi freedom fight couldn’t 
achieve total independence; it was an achievement of the 
Rákóczi freedom fight that Hungary retained its status as a 
separate entity within the empire; the Treaty of Szatmár was a 
compromise between the monarch and the Hungarian estates). 

0–3 
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S3 S/he mentions the concept of indivisible succession, and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
through this, the law affirmed the integrity of the empire, 
including the countries of the Hungarian crown and the 
Transleitha territories; by this law, a relationship which was 
closer than the personal union was established; the estates 
accepted it because of the Turkish threat).

0–3 

S4 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. the 
monarch made a pledge to reside in Hungary when possible; 
the monarch guaranteed independent government / 
government by the country’s own laws), and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. it had been a 
public law issue since 1526 that the Habsburg monarchs 
controlled the country from Vienna / didn’t reside in Hungary; 
Maria Theresa was in a difficult situation because of the 
Austrian war of succession; the Hungarian estates provided 
the monarch with assistance in exchange for a guarantee of 
their privileges).

0–3 

S5 S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. 
Joseph II didn’t have himself crowned; according to the author 
of the poem, royal power depends on the crown for the most 
part), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. the monarch didn’t want to make an oath to respect 
the feudal privileges mentioned in the conditions for 
ascension; the principle of hereditary succession legitimised 
his reign; the Hungarian estates regarded the omission of the 
coronation as an affront; Joseph II had the Holy Crown 
guarded in Vienna; at the end of his reign it was transported to 
Buda with great pomp; the Holy Crown embodied the monarch 
and the estates together; Joseph II didn’t recognise Hungary as 
a separate entity; Joseph II regarded Hungary as part of a 
unified empire). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions that the hereditary succession of the House 
of Habsburg was passed into law in 1687 / the right to elect a 
king was renounced, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this was given as a token of gratitude 
for the expulsion of the Turks; the monarch was still obliged 
to make an oath regarding the privileges of the estates at the 
coronation; earlier, the Habsburgs reigned as elected kings; as 
a result of the decision, the power of the monarch significantly 
increased to the disadvantage of the estates). 

0–3 

E2 S/he mentions that the original aim of the Rákóczi freedom 
fight was the restoration of feudal privileges / and only later, 
full independence, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. they created a state organisation 
which was independent from the Habsburgs; a feudal 
confederacy was created under Rákóczi’s leadership / Rákóczi 
was elected to be the ruling prince of Hungary; the 
dethronement of the House of Habsburg was declared at the 
Diet of Ónod). 

0–3 

E3 S/he mentions that by passing the law of the Pragmatica 
Sanctio, the hereditary monarchy of the House of Habsburg 
was extended to female offspring, and s/he makes a relevant 

0–3 
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statement in connection with this (e.g. this was necessary 
because it seemed probable that Charles III would not have a 
son; the monarch aimed to ensure Maria Theresa’s succession; 
in exchange for passing the law, Hungary was recognised as a 
separate entity). 
E4 S/he mentions that Joseph II revoked most of his decrees 
before his death, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the deterioration of the internal and 
external political situation forced him to do so; by the end of 
his reign, there was immense resistance from the estates; after 
the accession of Leopold II, a new compromise was made 
between the court and Hungary; the Hungarian estates gave up 
their independence efforts; the new monarch / Leopold II 
abandoned his predecessor’s centralising / enlightened 
absolutist way of exercising power). 

0–3 

E5 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

 E5 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, 
the reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44
EXAM POINTS 22

 
 

18. Reformation and Counter-reformation  (complex – comparative) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate compares Lutheran and Catholic renewal on the 
basis of the guidelines in the question. Using the sources the 
candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 S/he states the date of Lutheran Reformation: 1517. 0–2 
L2 S/he states that the Catholic reforms commenced after the 
Reformation / in the middle of the 16th century or S/he states 
the date of the Council of Trent (1545-1563). 

0–2 

L3 S/he mentions at least one geographical feature each of the 
Lutheran Reformation and Counter-reformation (e.g. 
Wittenberg, Wartburg, Augsburg, Speyer; Rome, Trent). 

0–2 

L4 S/he mentions at least one geographical feature each of the 
spread of both the Lutheran Reformation and the Counter-
reformation in the early modern period (e.g. North German 
territories, Scandinavia; Spain, Italy, Austria, Poland, Bavaria, 
France). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general 
historical concepts: e.g. religion, denomination, education, 
culture. 

0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific 
historical concepts: e.g. Reformation, Catholic, Lutheran, 
Baroque. 

0–2 
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C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 S/he states the essence of the Lutheran theses in the source 
(e.g. he condemned the practice of indulgences; the pope can 
only pardon punishments that he himself had imposed), s/he 
states the essence of the council resolutions in the source (e.g. 
abuses in connection with indulgences were to be stopped, 
better discipline in connection with indulgences was ordered; 
the institution of indulgences wasn’t abolished), and s/he 
makes a comparative statement in connection with these (e.g. 
both sides condemned the abuses in connection with 
indulgences; Luther rejected the existence of Purgatory, while 
the Catholic Church accepted it). 

0–4 

S2 S/he states an important element of Luther’s sermon in the 
source (e.g. according to Luther, the sacraments are signs that 
inspire faith; they are worthless without faith), s/he states an 
important element of the council resolutions in the source (e.g. 
the denial of the number / genuineness of the sacraments or that 
they were instituted by Christ must be punished by 
excommunication), and s/he makes a comparative statement in 
connection with these (e.g. both denominations accepted the 
eucharist and baptism as sacraments; Luther only recognised 
two of the sacraments, while the Catholic Church confirmed 
the dogma of the seven sacraments; Luther denied the 
sacraments as channels of the grace of God, while the Catholic 
Church confirmed this). 

0–4 

S3 On the basis of the picture, s/he mentions that the interior of 
the Lutheran church is simple/puritanical, on the basis of the 
picture, s/he mentions that the interior of the Catholic church is 
richly ornamented / Baroque, and s/he makes a statement in 
which s/he compares these (e.g. church architecture was an 
expression of religious ideas in the case of both denominations; 
Protestantism intended its simple church interior to represent a 
virtuous life, while the Catholics intended the richly 
ornamented / Baroque church interior to represent the glory of 
God; the Lutherans put preaching in focus, while the Catholic 
Church also intended to achieve an effect through the senses). 

0–4 

Describing the 
reasons behind an 
event; critical and 
problem-centred 
approach 

E1 S/he mentions an aspect of the Lutheran reform which is 
connected to church organisation (e.g. the faithful had more 
control over religious life; Lutheran congregations were to a 
great extent self-governing; the religious orders were 
abolished; papal authority was rejected), s/he mentions a 
characteristic feature of Catholic church organisation (e.g. in 
essence, Catholic religious life was still controlled by the 
clergy; church organisation remained hierarchical; the religious 
orders remained in existence; the ultimate authority of the pope 
was confirmed), and s/he makes a comparative statement in 
connection with these (e.g. Lutheran churches functioned 
within a national framework, while the Catholic Church 

0–4 
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remained supra-national; the hierarchical system allowed for 
more efficient control; while the Protestant tradition of self-
government became the foundation of constitutional political 
systems, Church property was secularised, while in Catholic 
regions the Church retained its property). 
E2 S/he mentions that preaching in the congregation’s mother 
tongue/vernacular was an important objective the Lutheran 
reforms, s/he mentions that the Catholic reforms retained Latin 
as the language of the church / allowed preaching in the 
congregation’s mother tongue, and s/he makes a comparative 
statement in connection with these (e.g. the use of the mother 
tongue could enable the spread of the denomination more 
efficiently than the use of Latin; the use of the mother tongue 
made the education of wider sections of society possible than 
Latin; unlike Latin, the use of the mother tongue enabled the 
laity to have more influence; unlike the use of the mother 
tongue, Latin helped preserve the hierarchy / the monopoly of 
the church on education. With the spread of mother tongue use, 
Bible translations appeared in both denominations; besides 
mother tongue use, the spread of printing also contributed to 
the fact that more people had access to the teachings of both 
denominations). 

0–4 

E3 S/he mentions an important fact in connection with 
Lutheran educational and cultural life (e.g. great emphasis was 
laid on high quality education; new universities / boarding 
schools were founded), s/he mentions an important fact in 
connection with the educational and cultural measures of the 
Catholic reforms (e.g. the Catholic reform called for high level 
education for priests; new Catholic educational institutions 
were opened in this period), and s/he makes a comparative 
statement in connection with these (e.g. both Lutheran 
Reformation and the Counter-reformation considered high-
quality training for priests important / energised education and 
the cultural life / helped the spread of printing; the development 
of Catholic education followed the Lutheran development with 
some delay; the advantage in educational development over the 
Catholics contributed to the rapid spread of the Lutheran 
teachings; the lag in educational development vis-à-vis the 
Lutherans contributed to the initial contraction of the Catholic 
Church; the spread of printing contributed to an upturn in the 
cultural life of both denominations).  

0–4 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–4 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44
EXAM POINTS 22
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The references for the sources (text, illustration, table, diagram) in the exam booklet: 
3. László Gyula: 50 rajz a honfoglalókról. Móra Ferenc Könyvkiadó, Budapest, 1982. 
6. D. J. Noordam: Nyugat-európai gazdaság- és társadalomtörténet. Osiris Kiadó, Budapest, 1995. 
7. Száray Miklós: Történelem III. (Forrásközpontú történelem) 
Romsics Ignác: Magyarország története a XX. században. Osiris Kiadó, Budapest, 1999. 
8. http://docs.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/images/photodb/27-0903a.gif, 
https://kpbs.media.clients.ellingtoncms.com/img/croppedphotos/2012/04/19/AECrash29_t800.jpg?90232451fbcadccc64a17d
e7521d859a8f88077d, 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/UnemployedMenHopTrain.jpg, 
https://sidewalksprouts.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/youngstown-depression-gardens-1.jpg 
9. Source of maps and data (j–l): Zeidler Miklós: A revíziós gondolat. Kalligram Könyvkiadó, Pozsony, 2009. 
10. http://socks-studio.com/2012/01/30/cartographic-regression/  
11. Hegedűs András http://www.nemzetihirhalo.hu/index.php?lap=cikkuzi&iro=eva&cikk=15.10.25.18.45  
Nagy Imre https://mult-kor.hu/cikk.php?id=20903  
Zimándi Pius http://mek.oszk.hu/01900/01937/html/szerviz/dokument/zimandi.htm  
Csap Lajos http://www.egipatrona.hu/mvsz/index.php/2012-07-30-20-33-02/2012-07-30-20-39-52/2014-04-10-10-54-
49/mtf-15?id=988  
Sebestyén Mária http://mek.oszk.hu/15200/15249/15249.pdf  
Eörsi László http://www.rev.hu/ords/f?p=600:2:::::P2_PAGE_URI:tanulmanyok/1956/corvin  
Map: Romsics Ignác: Magyarország története a XX. században. Osiris Kiadó, Budapest, 1999. 
14. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Red_Line#/media/File:All_Red_Line.jpg 
16. Map: http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/en/tartalom/tamop425/2011_0001_527_eu_regionalis_foldrajz_2/ch06.html 
Graph: http://mek.oszk.hu/02100/02185/html/img/2_5_06g.jpg 
17. http://atlasz.ofi.hu/  
18.https://pixabay.com/hu/barokk-templom-439488/ 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/De%C3%A1k_t%C3%A9ri_Evang%C3%A9likus_templom%2C_me
gt%C3%B6rt_s%C3%ADk%C3%BA_kazettamennyezet%2C_2016_Budapest.jpg 
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