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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 

The paper should be corrected as follows using a red pen. 
1 Correct answer         
2. Missing part          
3. Not closely connected to topic, extends the required length  [    ] 
4. Error; mistake in the content (underlined with a single line)                             
5. Meaningless text; problems with logic or language use  
(underlined with a wavy line)         
6. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined with a double line) 

 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 

I. Correcting and evaluating simple short-answer tasks 

The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must be accepted as correct. 
Where the key says in the case of a specific task that differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable, all answers the content of which is equivalent to the answer in the key must be 
accepted. Where the key says in the case of a specific task that other correct answers are also 
acceptable, all answers that are judged historically correct must be accepted. 
 
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, no points can be given to a candidate who has underlined or marked all of the 
options. If a specific number of elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides 
more that this number of elements (but not all of them), then they must be evaluated in the order 
in which they are written. 
 
The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the national curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 
 

Scoring 

Correct answer or part of an answer: 0.5 or 1 point (according to the key)  
Incorrect answer: 0 points 
Missing answer: 0 points 
 
0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. Points allocated to 
individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 3.5 
should be left as 3.5. 
 
In the tables at the end of the tasks, the boxes on the left give the maximum points, and the 
points achieved by the candidate must be entered into the boxes on the right. 
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The total score for simple short-answer tasks must be entered into the appropriate boxes 
in the summary table on the last page of the exam booklet. 
If the total for simple short-answer tasks is a round number, no action is required. If the total is 
not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics (e.g. 23.5 
points will be rounded up to 24). 
 

II. Correcting and evaluating essay-type questions 
 

1. Choosing the right tasks 
 

Altogether three tasks can be evaluated: one short task about world history, 
one long task about Hungarian history, one complex task. 
The tasks on world history and Hungarian history must be about different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly: 

- if the candidate chose three essay-type tasks but disregarded the guidelines for 
choosing the right essay type or period, then their work must be evaluated so that they lose the 
fewest possible points; that is, all three answers must be marked and the one or two correctly 
chosen task(s) where they achieved the highest score(s) must be taken into account; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, but his or her final 
choice of tasks is indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then the answers to the 
indicated tasks must be marked and scored; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, and his or her final 
choice of tasks is not indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then starting with the 
task with the lowest number, the tasks must be evaluated as task numbers increase, also taking 
into account the rules for making a correct choice. That is, if the candidate completed all the 
tasks, the answers for tasks 13, 16 and 17 must be evaluated and scored. 
A task is considered to have been answered if the candidate has not clearly indicated the 
contrary. 
 
2. Evaluating the tasks 
 
Essay type tasks must be evaluated using this marking and evaluation key, which provides 
the evaluation criteria and the connected content elements. The score achieved for each criterion 
must be entered into the table after the dotted lines, the total score must be calculated and must 
then be divided by 2 to calculate the exam points. Exam points do not need to be rounded up 
for each task individually. 
 
a) Understanding of the task 

2 points can be given if the candidate has been awarded at least half the achievable points in
Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources.
1 point can be given if the candidate has been awarded fewer than half the achievable points 
in Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of 
sources, but s/he has scored at least 1 point in either of these criteria. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not been awarded any points in Describing the 
reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources. 



Történelem angol nyelven Javítási-értékelési útmutató 
emelt szint 

1712 írásbeli vizsga 4 / 19 2018. május 9. 

If the score for Understanding of the task is 0, the total score for the task is also 0. 

a) Location: space and time 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with an “L”. For the 
short essay, elements connected to space and time are evaluated together (L), while for long 
essays they are evaluated separately (L1 and L2). In the case of the complex essay, three of four 
elements connected to space and time must be evaluated (L1, L2, L3 and L4). Where the key 
provides a list of examples, the specified number of element(s) or other acceptable solution(s) 
will score points. 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has given the specified number of correct solutions.
1 point can be given if at least one of the specified correct solutions is missing, but at least 
one is present in the answer. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has given no correct era and/or place related elements.

        
In the short essay, space and time elements score maximum 1 point, while in the long and 
complex essays they score maximum 2 points each. 
In comparative complex tasks, two time and two place elements can score a maximum of 8 
points, while for complex task covering several periods time or place elements score 2 points 
each, while the other element scores 2 points, that is, 6 points altogether depending on the topic 
of the task. 
The assessor clearly marks in the candidate’s answer all correct (Ltime or Lplace) and 
incorrect answers (underlined). 
 

c) Communication and use of special vocabulary 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with a “C”. 
For the short essay, general terms and topic-related special vocabulary (C1) 
can score 0, 1 or 2 points. The key requires the correct use of four terms. The 
provided terms are given as examples. 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has used at least three terms correctly. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has used one or two terms correctly. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has used no terms correctly.

The assessor clearly marks in the answer all correct () and incorrect answers (underlined). In 
the long and complex essays the so-called general (C1) and topic-related special vocabulary 
(C2) must be scored separately. The scores of 0, 1 and 2 points can be awarded on the basis 
of the same principles as the ones mentioned above for short essays, and correct and incorrect 
answers must be marked in the same way. 

Essay structure and language accuracy can be awarded 0, 1 or 2 points for short (C2) and 
long or complex essays (C3). 
 

2 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, and contains no more than one grave error of accuracy or spelling. 
1 point can be given if the text is poorly structured, lacks the right proportions, and is 
incomplete or contains several errors of accuracy and spelling. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences, or the text contains a high number of errors of accuracy and spelling. 
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d) Acquisition of information and use of sources; describing the reasons behind an 
event; critical and problem-centred approach 
The evaluation of Acquisition of information and use of sources (marked with the letter “S” in 
the key) and Describing the reasons behind an event; critical and problem-centred approach 
(marked with the letter “E” in the key) is guided by the same principle. Content elements are 
made up of two parts: the record of a certain fact and a conclusion which is based on this (the 
connection between the two is not specified; the relationship may be cause-and-effect or other). 
The examples for content elements given in brackets (the content elements following “e.g.”) 
can all be accepted or other correct answers as well. That is, including one of the examples 
in the essay is sufficient to achieve a maximum score. In short and long tasks and complex 
essays covering several periods, score 1 point for recording one correct element and 2 points 
for the correct conclusion (the conclusion may score 1 point if the answer too schematic, not 
focussed or inaccurate). Each analysis of the comparative complex essay contains three 
elements: 1 point is scored for a correct record created on the basis of the two sources or reasons 
behind the given event that need to be compared, and 2 points (or 1 point) for the accompanying 
conclusions as follows: 
 
For short, long and complex essays overarching several periods: 

3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact and drawn an appropriate 
conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, but drawn an 
appropriate conclusion or has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn an overly schematic, 
unfocussed or inaccurate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn no conclusion 
or has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn no 
appropriate conclusion. 

 
For comparative complex essays: 

4 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of 
the two sources and drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources but drawn an appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded a 
fact on the basis of each of the two sources but drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of 
the two sources but drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded 
a fact on the basis of one of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion, or s/he has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either of the 
two sources, but drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has not correctly recorded 
a fact on the basis of either of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed 
or inaccurate conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either
of the two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion. 
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A content element or connection may appear as an example in several places in the key, but 
each element can only be awarded a point in one of the criteria. 
The assessor clearly marks in the essay all correct (e.g. S1 if one of the elements appears in 
the given place in the text; S1 if both the record and the conclusion appear in the given 
place in the text; S1 and S1 marked separately if the record and the conclusion do not 
closely follow each other but appear in two separate places in the essay) and incorrect answers 
(underlined). Sub-scores must be marked for Describing the reasons behind an event in the 
same way (e.g. E1). 
 

3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 
It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the limits 
specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the dotted 
lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, this can 
be 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks 4-5 lines. Any answer elements beyond these lines 
cannot be evaluated. 
 

4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
 
After completing the detailed evaluation, sub-scores must be added up, and then the total score 
for all the tasks must be divided by 2 to get the exam points. The exam points do not need to be 
rounded up for each individual task. The exam points for each task must be entered in the table 
on the back cover of the exam booklet, and then the total points must be calculated. If this total 

- is a round number, no action is required; 
- is not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics 

(e.g. 23.5 points will be rounded up to 24). 
 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the (rounded up) scores for parts I and II. 
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I SIMPLE SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 

1 Athenian democracy (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

Institution or office Number of the 
field in the chart 

Letter of the 
definition 

a) strategos 3 B 
b) popular assembly 5 F 
c) jury 1 A 
d) ostracism 6 C 

 
2 The culture of the Middle Ages (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 
points) 
The High Middle Ages: A, D, H. 
The period of Humanism and Renaissance: B, C, E, F, G. 
(The correct answers are acceptable if provided in a different order.) 
 
3 (Saint) Ladislaus I (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a)  A, D. 
b) 

The aim of the measure The letter of the source 
the protection of private 
property 

C 

the prevention of vigilantism B 
the prohibition of pagan 
practices 

A 

securing the income of the 
church  

F 

 
4 Early modern England (Total: 7 points) 
a) 2 (0.5 points) 
b) 3 (0.5 points) 
c) They shall be capable in Law to have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy and 
retain, Lands, Rents, Priviledges, Liberties, Jurisdictions, Franchises and 
Hereditaments of whatsoever Kind, Nature, and Quality so ever they be. (0.5 
points) 
d) monopoly (0.5 points) 
e) Elisabeth I (0.5 points) 
f) s/he received ships (in case of war); s/he received money / income; (Differently 
formulated answers or answers given in reverse order are also acceptable.) (0.5 
points) 
g) Because such luxury items were not produced in Europe. / Because Asian 
countries did not accept European goods. (Differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable.) (1 point) 
h) 4, 6, 7. (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
i) 1 (1 point) 
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5 Maria Theresa’s educational decree (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

Type of educational institution Letter of the 
excerpt 

a) Elementary school: an institution that provides primary-level 
education for four years starting at age six, and its aim is to teach 
basic skills. 

C 

b) Grammar (or Latin) school: an institution that provides three 
years of education for pupils starting at age ten. B 

c) Secondary school: an institution that provides a two-year 
education in the humanities. D 

d) Academy: an institution where students had an opportunity to 
continue their studies after secondary school in the fields of the 
arts and law. 

A 

e) To educate decent / honourable citizens. or To educate subjects who are loyal to 
the king / state. or To educate hard-working citizens. (Any two of the answers are 
acceptable, whether provided in a different order or formulated in a different way.) 
f) Social group: serfs / peasantry 
Quote: (they prepare for use) “in agriculture”  
 
6 Unified Germany (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) 

 
 
b) the Kingdom of Italy / Italy 
c) It wanted to protect its leading position on the continent. / It feared that a state 
which was stronger than France would be created. (Differently formulated answers 
are also acceptable.) 
 
7 Diets in the reform period (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) (noble) counties 
b) (members of the) high nobility or lords or magnates or aristocrats / members of 
the aristocracy 
c) They had low voting power, so they had little influence on political affairs. or 
The envoys of the counties held a decisive majority of the votes, so they usually 
decided about different issues. (Differently formulated answers with similar 
content are also acceptable.) 
d) (parliament / system based on) popular sovereignty or census-based suffrage 
 
8 New Deal (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) The withdrawal of bank savings was prohibited. 
b) To avoid bank failure / To protect savings. / To avoid all account holders 
withdrawing their savings at the same time. (Differently formulated answers are 
also acceptable.) 
c) unemployment 
d) afforestation, river control, canal construction, dam construction, infrastructure 
development, road building (Other correct and specific answers are also 
acceptable.) 

1. 2. 3. 4. 
B A D C 
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e) Because it would have further reduced product prices. / Because overproduction was the 
original issue. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) 
f) trade union 
g) It increases demand / purchase power / consumption. (Differently formulated 
answers are also acceptable.) 
h) It reduces unemployment. / It reduces overproduction. (Differently formulated 
answers are also acceptable.) 
 
9 German occupation, Arrow Cross reign (0.5 points for each correct item, 
total: 4 points) 
a) 2 
b) 1 
c) 3 
d) 3 

Statement Letter(s) 
e) It rouses people (among other things) to protect Hungary. A C 
f) It refers (among other things) to a social revolution. A  
g) An anti-Arrow Cross poster B  

 
10 The disintegration of Yugoslavia (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

Number Religion / denomination Ethnic group 
1 a) (Greek) Orthodox d) Serbian 
2 b) (Roman) Catholic e) Croatian 
3 c) Muslim / Islam f) Bosnian 

g) Bosnia(-Herzegovina) 
h) Serbia 
 
11 The 1956 revolution and freedom fight (Total: 4 points) 
a)  
 
 
(1 point for the correct order) 
b) The Suez crisis (Also acceptable: The second Arab-Israeli war) (1 point) 
c) 3, 4. (Score: 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
d) The UN did not provide (real / effective) assistance. or The UN brought its 
resolution too late. (Differently formulated answers are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
12 Enterprises (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 5 points)  

Form of enterprise Liability Initial 
capital Foundation Capital raising 

general partnership (kkt.) 2 5 8 
9 limited partnership (bt.) 3 

private limited-liability 
company (kft.) 1 4 7 
limited company (rt.) 6 10 

  

1. 2. 3. 
C B A 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
13. Islam                                                                        (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents Mohammed’s role in the evolution of 
Islam. Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L The candidate states that Islam was born in the 7th century / the 
starting point of Muslim chronology is the year 622 and the holy 
site of the religion is Mecca. 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and specific 
historical concepts: e.g. Christian, Jewish, prophet, Quran. 0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 The candidate refers to an important fact on the basis of the first 
picture (e.g. the worship of the Kaaba stone is connected to 
Mohammed; The Kaaba stone had already been an object of 
worship before Islam), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. Mohammed / Islam adopted certain 
elements of the Arab tribal religion; Mohammed ordained the 
pilgrimage to Mecca / the pilgrimage to Mecca is prescribed in 
Islam). 

0–3 

S2 The candidate refers to an important fact on the basis of the second 
picture (e.g. Jesus and Mohammed / persons from the Old and New 
Testaments / Jewish, Muslim and Christian religious leaders are 
shown together), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. Mohammed was familiar with the 
teachings of the Jewish and Christian religions; the roots of Islam 
reach back to the Jewish and Christian religions; Islam recognises 
the Jewish and Christian prophets; Mohammed is considered to be 
the last prophet; Islam considers itself to be the culmination of the 
Jewish and Christian religions). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate states a fact in connection with the life of 
Mohammed / the foundation of Islam (e.g. Mohammed was a 
merchant; he started teaching following a series of revelations; he 
condemned excessive wealth; he proclaimed unity; he began his 
activities in Mecca), and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. he became familiar with monotheistic 
religions during his travels; his disciples noted down his teachings; 
initially, he was supported by the poor; he transcended tribal 
conflicts; he had to flee to Medina). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate mentions an important fact in connection with 
the Quran (e.g. it is the holy book of Islam; an angel delivered the 
revelation to Mohammed; the Quran is believed to be the word of 
God / Allah; Mohammed, as a prophet, communicates the will of 
God) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. it contains the so-called five pillars; this is the basis of Islamic 
law) or s/he names / describes another two of the five pillars. 

0–3 
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The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20
EXAM POINTS 10
 
14. European Union                                                               (short)  

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understandin
g of the task 

The candidate presents the debate among the members of the 
Union about the budget and national sovereignty and foreign 
policy. Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections. 

0–2 

Location: 
space and time 

L The candidate mentions that the EU was formed in 1992 and as 
part of his/her reasoning s/he gives examples of the different 
groups of member states (net contributors and recipients, countries 
receiving agricultural subsidies, etc.). 

0–2 

Communicatio
n and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and specific 
historical concepts: e.g. budget, subsidy, foreign policy, 
independence / sovereignty. 

0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition 
of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 The candidate refers to an important fact on the basis of the pie 
chart (e.g. agricultural subsidies constitute the largest amount; the 
sums spent on economic cohesion and competitiveness are also 
considerable), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. this puts countries with a small agricultural sector at 
a disadvantage; many countries are demanding the lowering of 
agricultural subsidies; the new member states received lower 
subsidies for a period of time; poorer member states receive money 
from the cohesion funds). 

0–3 

S2 The candidate sums up the gist of the text (the member states provide 
the military equipment required by security policies), and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. these are often 
paralysed by conflicts of interest; member states do not necessarily have 
an interest in increasing military capabilities; the EU does not have its 
own military forces; s/he mentions a specific debate / failure). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons 
behind an 
event; critical 
and problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate mentions that there is a debate between net 
contributors and net recipients and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. the former have an interest in lowering 
the budget, while the latter in increasing it; most of the former are 
old / developed member states and the latter are new / poorer 
member states; Hungary belongs to the latter group). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate refers to the fact that there is a debate about the 
spheres of authority to be granted to the common institutions, and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. it is 
sometimes interpreted as relinquishing / endangering sovereignty / 
independence; no common European national identity has evolved; 
the democratic control of the common institutions is not complete). 

0–3 
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The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20
EXAM POINTS 10
 
15.  Matthias Hunyadi                                                                            (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents and analyses Matthias’ royal revenues. 
In his/her answer the candidate gives a concise presentation of 
royal expenditures. 
The analysis reveals the high volume of Matthias’ revenues. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources, 
makes relevant statements and draws some appropriate conclusions 
in connection with the sources. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate states that Matthias reigned between 1458 and 
1490. 0–2 

L2 The candidate refers to a geographical aspect of the topic (e.g. 
the royal residences in Buda and Visegrád, significant border 
castles, e.g. Nándorfehérvár, mining regions in the Felvidék, salt 
mining in Transylvania, trade primarily towards the west and 
northwest). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. king, royal revenue, estate, tax. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. extraordinary military tax, black army, Corvina, 
system / line of border castles. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 The candidate mentions how gate tax / hearth tax were paid (e.g. 
they were paid by the plot and number of families) and s/he makes 
a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. he increased the 
amount of gate tax / hearth tax; with this change he increased his 
revenues; at the same time he cancelled former exemptions; this 
money was collected to cover the cost of minting / it was 
introduced by Charles I. 

0–3 

S2 The candidate mentions that the Hunyadi family had large 
estates in its possession (in the southeast of the country), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. János 
Hunyadi was the most significant baron / great landowner; this was 
complemented by smaller royal estates; revenue from these was 
still not significant; they mostly provided revenues in kind). 

0–3 

S3 The candidate mentions that border castles were built along the 
country’s southern border, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. it was necessary because of the Turkish 
threat; a double line of border castles evolved; this replaced / 
complemented the system of buffer states; Matthias strove to 
expand the system of border castles). 

0–3 
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S4 The candidate mentions a significant aspect of the illustration 
(e.g. the treasury was established; permanent judicial forums were 
established; burghers / serfs could also hold offices), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. Matthias 
employed paid officials; these institutions supported his centralised 
power). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate mentions that half / a significant part of his revenues 
came from the extraordinary military tax, and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. he collected it every year; it 
was the most significant tax on the serfs; he explained it with the 
Turkish threat). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate mentions that he maintained a permanent mercenary 
army (the Black Army) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. he used this as well to strengthen his 
centralised power; he used it make conquests in the west; it was an 
army with a modern structure / weapons). 

0–3 

E3 The candidate mentions that he maintained a renaissance court 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
the construction of the palace in Visegrád / Buda; the employment 
of Humanist scholars; the effect of Beatrix, his wife; the 
establishment of the library of the Corvinas; the royal court also 
had representative functions). 

0–3 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36
EXAM POINTS 18
 
16. Budapest in the period of the Dual Monarchy               (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the characteristic changes that occurred in 
the society and lifestyle in Budapest in the period of the Dual 
Monarchy.  
The candidate presents the social changes that were connected to 
the expansion of the city. 
The candidate points out the characteristic features and 
motivations of modernisation. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources, 
makes relevant statements and draws some appropriate 
conclusions in connection with the sources. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate mentions the period of the Dual Monarchy 
(1867-1918) or the date of the unification of the capital city (1873). 0–2 

L2 The candidate mentions a geographical aspect of the topic (e.g. 
many people moved to Budapest from the countryside, districts 
with different functions evolved, the expansion of Pest was 
especially rapid). 

0–2 
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Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. bourgeois, capital, transport / development of 
sewage system. 

0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. industrial revolution / capitalist production, 
urbanisation, assimilation. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information 
and use of 
sources 

S1 The candidate mentions the essence of the source (e.g. the 
proportion of people who spoke Hungarian as a first language 
grew / the proportion of ethnic minorities decreased), and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
assimilation was under way; there was a higher proportion of 
Hungarians moving into the city). 

0–3 

S2 The candidate mentions an important feature of the bourgeois 
flats on the basis of the source (e.g. they were flats with several 
rooms; in the flats of the high bourgeoisie there were separate 
private and representative sections / there were also rooms that 
served representative purposes; they had servants; they had 
bathrooms and toilets) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the more spacious / comfortable flats 
were on the lower floors; several blocks of flats were built; with 
the development of the capitalist economy the bourgeoisie became 
stronger / the bourgeois lifestyle became more common; the 
development of the waterworks and sewage system began). 

0–3 

S3 The candidate states an important fact on the basis of the picture 
(e.g. department stores were opened; large numbers of people did their 
shopping in the department stores; the Párisi Nagyáruház was a multi-
storey building) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. the development of mass production was in the 
background; the growing demand shows that the middle class 
became stronger; commerce was a profitable enterprise). 

0–3 

S4 The candidate refers to an important element of the source (e.g. 
the spread of crime / speculation; fast developing districts), and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
poverty was in the background of the spread of crime; construction 
was a profitable / risky undertaking). 

0–3 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate states that the population of Budapest grew 
significantly in the period, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. urbanisation / bourgeois development were 
characteristic of the period; Budapest was by far the largest town in 
Hungary; employment attracted many people to the capital). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate mentions a fact in connection with the 
development of the infrastructure (e.g. trams appeared; the 
underground was completed; the length of cobbled streets was 
growing; the construction of the network of waterworks / the 
sewage system / public lighting began), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the development of 
transport became necessary because of the expansion of the city; 
technological modernisation made the development of transport 
possible; more modern conveniences became available in flats; 
construction work attracted labour to the capital). 

0–3 

E3 The candidate refers to a fact in connection with the growing 
range of entertainment opportunities (e.g. sport was becoming 
more of a common activity; more and more theatres / cafés were 
opening; cinemas appeared; the habit of reading newspapers 
spread), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. sports clubs were founded; the theatres / cafés were the 
typical settings of bourgeois lifestyle; Budapest / cafés were the 
centre(s) of culture; the appearance of cinemas was the 
consequence of technological development; silent movies were 
produced; the improving level of education / cheap newspapers 
were in the background of the spread of reading newspapers). 

0–3 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36
EXAM POINTS 18
 
17. Serfs in Hungary          (complex – covering several periods)  

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the history of the question of the serfs in 
the period of enlightened absolutism and the reform period on the 
basis of the supplied guidelines. Using the sources the candidate 
refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate refers to at least two important dates from the 
period of enlightened absolutism (e.g. the reign of Maria Theresa: 
1740-80; urbarium: 1767; the reign of Joseph II: 1780-90; the 
decree on the serfs: 1785). 

0–2 

L2 The candidate refers to at least two important dates from the 
reform period (e.g. the publication of Hitel: 1830; the reform 
period: 1830/32-1848; the diet of 1832-36; the diet of 1839-40, 
the April laws: 1848). 

0–2 

L3 The candidate refers to a geographical aspect of the topic (e.g. 
Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire, the peasant movement 0–2 
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of the Transdanubia, the peasant uprising in Transylvania, the 
cholera riot in Felvidék, Pozsony as the venue of the diets). 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. (eternal) serfdom, landless peasant, corvée / ninth, 
serf plot. 

0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. urbarian decree, decree on serfs, voluntary 
redemption, obligatory redemption. 

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 The candidate refers to an important element of the urbarian 
decree (e.g. on the basis of the decree, the burdens of the serfs / 
inventory of plots had to be recorded), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. this prevented increasing 
the burdens of the serfs / the shrinking of the plots; the nobility 
rejected legal regulations and this is why Maria Theresa issued a 
decree; the peasant movement of Transdanubia was one of its 
causes; it aimed to protect state tax revenues).

0–3 

S2 The candidate refers to an important element of the decree on 
serfs (e.g. it dissolved eternal serfdom / sanctioned serfs’ free 
movement; it granted serfs the freedom to choose a craft; serfs 
could dispose of their own possessions), and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. it significantly decreased 
the unprotected condition of the serfs; it did not constitute the 
liberation of the serfs; it was partly caused by the peasant uprising 
in Transylvania; it aimed to promote the economic development 
of the country; it reflected Joseph II’s enlightened attitude). 

0–3 

S3 The candidate states the significance of the data in the table 
(e.g. the stock of land plots decreased in the period; the proportion 
of landless peasants increased) and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the cause of this process 
was the growing population / land fragmentation; the 
dissatisfaction of the serfs grew as a consequence).

0–3 

S4 The candidate mentions Széchenyi’s standpoint (e.g. corvée 
was economically inefficient / wage labour was significantly more 
efficient), and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. Széchenyi was arguing for the abolition of corvée / 
serfdom; his thoughts published in Hitel launched the reform 
movement). 

0–3 
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S5 The candidate mentions Kossuth’s standpoint (e.g. the serfs 
were not able to buy their freedom; there was no other way but to 
abolish serfdom; an alignment of interests / national unity was the 
aim), and s/he states that Kossuth recommended obligatory 
redemption with the state paying the damages). 

0–3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem- 
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate refers to an important fact in connection with the 
situation of the serfs (e.g. the serfs constituted the most populous 
social group throughout the period; they owed their landlords the 
ninth and corvée; they had a right to land use on their plots and the 
common fields; they were the primary contributors to state 
taxation) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. in this period, serfdom was still prevalent only in Central 
and Eastern Europe; it was an obstacle to economic development; 
it was contrary to the ideas of the enlightenment / liberalism / 
nationalism). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate mentions that the nobility was an obstacle to the 
reforms in the 18th century, and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the monarchs wished to protect / expand 
royal tax revenues; the nobility considered the issue of the serfs to 
belong to the sphere of civil law; the monarchs regulated the issue 
by decrees / without the feudal diet; the preservation of serfdom 
was one of the causes of economic underdevelopment). 

0–3 

E3 The candidate mentions the parliamentary debate about 
voluntary redemption and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. it was made especially timely by the 
cholera epidemic; the liberal opposition was formed as part of this 
process; the monarch opposed the introduction of the reforms; this 
was how they intended to give the serfs liberty and property / to 
make the serfs part of the nation). 

0–3 

E4 The candidate makes reference to the acceptance of voluntary 
redemption and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. redemption means that the serfs’ burdens are redeemed 
for good as part of a single payment; in effect, the serfs were not 
able to redeem themselves; the Opposition Statement already 
demanded obligatory redemption; obligatory redemption was 
included in the April laws). 

0–3 

 E5 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 

0–3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44
EXAM POINTS 22
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18. The eastern and western bloc (complex – comparative) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of the task 

The candidate presents the characteristics of the eastern and 
western blocs on the basis of the supplied guidelines. Using the 
sources the candidate refers to some essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate states the starting point of the bipolar world 
order (e.g. the Soviet occupation: 1945, the Communist takeover / 
Cold War: 1947 / 1948 / 1949). 

0–2 

L2 The candidate states the end point of the bipolar world order 
(regime changes: 1989 / 1990, the collapse of the Soviet Union: 
1991). 

0–2 

L3 The candidate mentions that the eastern bloc was made up of 
the Eastern and Central European satellites of the Soviet Union. 0–2 

L4 The candidate mentions that the western bloc was made of the 
United States and its Western European allies. 0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. bipolar world, cold war, market economy, planned 
economy, command economy. 

0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. NATO, Warsaw Pact, Comecon, ECC / Common 
Market / European integration.

0–2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 The candidate refers to a characteristic of the constitution of 
the GDR (e.g. it formally recognises human rights; it limits the 
expression of political opinion on the basis of the principle of 
democracy), s/he mentions a characteristic of the basic law of the 
FRG (e.g. it recognises and protects human rights; it is based on 
the heritage of the enlightenment), and s/he makes a  statement in 
which s/he compares the two (e.g. in reality, human rights were 
only respected in the west; in reality, human rights were restricted 
in the east on the grounds of the need to fight oppression / 
imperialism). 

0–4 

S2 The candidate mentions a characteristic of Comecon trade (e.g. 
Central European countries exported machinery and the Soviet 
Union exported raw materials; fundamentally, these were bilateral 
relationships between the Soviet Union and the smaller member 
states), s/he mentions the objectives of the Common Market (e.g. 
the formation of a common customs area; the realisation of the 
four liberties; the preservation of market conditions within the 
greater region) and s/he makes a statement in which s/he compares 
these (e.g. there was a direct exchange of goods / barter within the 
Comecon, while a competitive market was maintained within the 
Common Market; trade in the Comecon did not drive growth / 
development, while the Common Market resulted in economic 
development). 

0–4 
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S3 The candidate mentions the superiority of the Soviet Union in 
(ground-launched) intercontinental and medium-range atomic 
weapons, s/he mentions the superiority of the United States in 
submarine- and aircraft-launched atomic weapons, and s/he 
makes a statement in which s/he compares these (e.g. there was a 
fierce arms race between the two blocs / super-powers; the 
purpose of the nuclear arms race was deterrence; in traditional 
weaponry, the navy and air force of the United States also had 
superiority on the one side, and the army of the Soviet Union on 
the other; for the Soviet Union it was much more difficult to bear 
the cost of the arms race).

0–4 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; critical 
and problem-
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate refers to the fact that the countries of the eastern 
bloc were Communist / one-party dictatorships, s/he mentions that 
the countries of the western bloc were (multi-party) democracies 
and s/he makes a statement in which s/he compares these (e.g. in 
the West the principle of the division of powers prevailed, in the 
East power was concentrated in the hands of the party leadership; 
in the West there were free multi-party elections, while in the East 
elections were formalities; in the West there was an independent 
judiciary, while in the East the courts were a tool to intimidate the 
public). 

0–4 

E2 The candidate refers to a fact that in the countries of the eastern 
bloc, the planned economy was introduced, s/he mentions that in 
the western bloc a market economy was maintained / restored, and 
s/he makes a statement in which s/he compares these (e.g. in the 
east, production and consumption were both planned, in the west 
these were controlled by competition in the market; the rigidity / 
faults of the planned economy led to these economies falling back; 
the market economy ensured technological / economic 
development; state ownership became prevalent in the planned 
economies, while in the market economies private ownership 
remained dominant).

0–4 

E3 The candidate mentions that NATO was the military alliance 
of the western bloc, s/he mentions that the Warsaw Pact was the 
military alliance of the eastern bloc, and s/he makes a statement 
in which s/he compares these (e.g. NATO aimed to avert the 
Soviet threat with American assistance, while the Warsaw Pact 
was a tool for the Soviet Union to keep its allies under control; 
NATO was founded at the very beginning of the Cold War, while 
the Warsaw Pact was formed only later, resulting from the 
rearmament of the FRG / the signing of the Austrian State Treaty 
/ the legalisation of the occupation of the East European satellites).  

0–4 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0–4 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44
EXAM POINTS 22
The references for the sources (text, illustration, table, diagram) in the exam booklet: 
Task 2: egykor.hu, muveszet21.blogspot.com, panoramio.com, teladoiofirenze.it, xfree.hu  
Task 9: mult-kor.hu, vs.hu, hvg.hu, hu.wikipedia.org, guerre72.rssing.com, jobbklikk.hu, grofjardanhazy.tumblr.com 
Task 13: historiaetgeografia2.wordpress.com, tarekfatah.com 
Task 16: Budapest története IV. Szerk. Vörös Károly. Bp. 1978.; Hanák Péter: A Kert és a Műhely. Bp. 1999.; http://mrfoster.blog.hu/tags/egyedi; Perényi 
Roland: A bűn nyomában.  
A budapesti bűnözés társadalomtörténete 1896–1914. 
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