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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 

 
The paper should be corrected as follows using a red pen. 
 
1. Correct answer          
2. Missing part          
3. Not closely connected to topic      [    ] 
4. Error; mistake in the content (underlined with a single line)                                   
5. Meaningless text; problems with logic or language use  

(underlined with a wavy line)                                                  
6. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined with a double line)  
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 

 
I. Correcting and evaluating simple short-answer tasks 

 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must be accepted as correct. 
Where the key says in the case of a specific task that differently formulated answers are also 
acceptable, all answers the content of which is equivalent to the answer in the key must be 
accepted. Where the key says in the case of a specific task that other correct answers are also 
acceptable, all answers that are judged historically correct must be accepted. 
 
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, no points can be given to a candidate who has underlined or marked all of the 
options. If a specific number of elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides 
more that this number of elements (but not all of them), then they must be evaluated in the order 
in which they are written. 
The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the national curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 
 
Scoring 

 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer: 0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:   0 points 
Missing answer:   0 points 
 

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 3.5 
should be left as 3.5. 
In the tables at the end of the tasks, the boxes on the left give the maximum points, and the 
points achieved by the candidate must be entered into the boxes on the right. 
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The total score for simple short-answer tasks must be entered into the appropriate boxes 
in the summary table on the last page of the exam booklet: 
If the total for simple short-answer tasks is a round number, no action is required. If the total is 
not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics (e.g. 23.5 
points will be rounded up to 24). 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating essay-type questions 

 
1. Choosing the right tasks 
 
Altogether three tasks can be evaluated: 

one short task about world history, 
one long task about Hungarian history, 
one complex task. 

The tasks on world history and Hungarian history must be about different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly: 

- if the candidate chose three essay-type tasks but disregarded the guidelines for 
choosing the right essay type or period, then their work must be evaluated so that they lose the 
fewest possible points; that is, all three answers must be marked and the one or two correctly 
chosen task(s) where they achieved the highest score(s) must be taken into account; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, but his or her final 
choice of tasks is indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then the answers to the 
indicated tasks must be marked and scored; 

- if a candidate answered more than three essay type questions, and his or her final 
choice of tasks is not indicated properly in the table preceding the tasks, then starting with the 
task with the lowest number, the tasks must be evaluated as task numbers increase, also taking 
into account the rules for making a correct choice. That is, if the candidate completed all the 
tasks, the answers for tasks 13, 16 and 17 must be evaluated and scored. 
A task is considered to have been answered if the candidate has not clearly indicated the 
contrary. 
 
2. Evaluating the tasks 

 
Essay type tasks must be evaluated using this marking and evaluation key, which provides 
the evaluation criteria and the connected content elements. The score achieved for each criterion 
must be entered into the table after the dotted lines, the total score must be calculated and must 
then be divided by 2 to calculate the exam points. Exam points do not need to be rounded up 
for each task individually. 
 
a) Understanding of the task 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has been awarded at least half the achievable points in 
Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources.  
1 point can be given if the candidate has been awarded fewer than half the achievable points 
in Describing the reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of 
sources, but s/he has scored at least 1 point in either of these criteria. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not been awarded any points in Describing the 
reasons behind an event… and Acquisition of information and use of sources. 

If the score for Understanding of the task is 0, the total score for the task is also 0. 
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b) Location: space and time 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with an “L”. 
For the short essay, elements connected to space and time are evaluated together (L), while for 
long essays they are evaluated separately (L1 and L2). In the case of the complex essay, three 
of four elements connected to space and time must be evaluated (L1, L2, L3 and L4). Where 
the key provides a list of examples, the specified number of element(s) or other acceptable 
solution(s) will score points. 
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has given the specified number of correct solutions.  
1 point can be given if at least one of the specified correct solutions is missing, but at least 
one is present in the answer. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has given no correct era and/or place related elements. 

 
In the short essay, space and time elements score maximum 1 point, while in the long and 
complex essays they score maximum 2 points each.  
In comparative complex tasks, two time and two place elements can score a maximum of 8 
points, while for complex task covering several periods time or place elements score 2 points 
each, while the other element scores 2 points, that is, 6 points altogether depending on the topic 
of the task.  
The assessor clearly marks in the candidate’s answer all correct (Ltime or Lplace) and 
incorrect answers (underlined). 
 
c) Communication and use of special vocabulary 
In the key, the content elements connected to this criterion are marked with a “C”. 
For the short essay, general terms and topic-related special vocabulary (C1) can score 0, 1 
or 2 points. The key requires the correct use of four terms. The provided terms are given as 
examples.  
 

2 points can be given if the candidate has used at least three terms correctly.  
1 point can be given if the candidate has used one or two terms correctly. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has used no terms correctly. 

 
The assessor clearly marks in the answer all correct () and incorrect answers (underlined). 
In the long and complex essays the so-called general (C1) and topic-related special 
vocabulary (C2) must be scored separately. The scores of 0, 1 and 2 points can be awarded 
on the basis of the same principles as the ones mentioned above for short essays, and correct 
and incorrect answers must be marked in the same way. 
 
Essay structure and language accuracy can be awarded 0, 1 or 2 points for short (C2) and 
long or complex essays (C3). 
 

2 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, and contains no more than one grave error of accuracy or spelling.  
1 point can be given if the text is poorly structured, lacks the right proportions, and is 
incomplete or contains several errors of accuracy and spelling. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences, or the text contains a high number of errors of accuracy and spelling. 
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d) Acquisition of information and use of sources; describing the reasons behind an event; 
critical and problem-centred approach 
The evaluation of Acquisition of information and use of sources (marked with the letter “S” in 
the key) and Describing the reasons behind an event; critical and problem-centred approach 
(marked with the letter “E” in the key) is guided by the same principle. Content elements are 
made up of two parts: the record of a certain fact and a conclusion which is based on this (the 
connection between the two is not specified; the relationship may be cause-and-effect or other). 
The examples for content elements given in brackets (the content elements following “e.g.”) 
can all be accepted or other correct answers as well. That is, including one of the examples 
in the essay is sufficient to achieve a maximum score. In short and long tasks and complex 
essays covering several periods, score 1 point for recording one correct element and 2 points 
for the correct conclusion (the conclusion may score 1 point if the answer too schematic, not 
focussed or inaccurate). Each analysis of the comparative complex essay contains three 
elements: 1 point is scored for a correct record created on the basis of the two sources or reasons 
behind the given event that need to be compared, and 2 points (or 1 point) for the accompanying 
conclusions as follows: 
 
For short, long and complex essays overarching several periods: 

3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact and drawn an appropriate 
conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, but drawn an 
appropriate conclusion or has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn an overly schematic, 
unfocussed or inaccurate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded the fact, but drawn no 
conclusion or has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn an overly schematic, 
unfocussed or inaccurate conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not recorded the fact correctly, and drawn no 
appropriate conclusion. 

 
For comparative complex essays: 

4 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of 
the two sources and drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
3 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources but drawn an appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded a 
fact on the basis of each of the two sources but drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion. 
2 points can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of each of 
the two sources but drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has correctly recorded 
a fact on the basis of one of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, unfocussed or 
inaccurate conclusion, or s/he has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of either of the 
two sources, but drawn an appropriate conclusion. 
1 point can be given if the candidate has correctly recorded a fact on the basis of one of the 
two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion, or the candidate has not correctly 
recorded a fact on the basis of either of the two sources and drawn an overly schematic, 
unfocussed or inaccurate conclusion. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not correctly recorded a fact on the basis of 
either of the two sources and drawn no appropriate conclusion. 
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A content element or connection may appear as an example in several places in the key, but 
each element can only be awarded a point in one of the criteria. 
The assessor clearly marks in the essay all correct (e.g. S1 if one of the elements appears in 
the given place in the text; S1 if both the record and the conclusion appear in the given 
place in the text; S1 and S1 marked separately if the record and the conclusion do not 
closely follow each other but appear in two separate places in the essay) and incorrect answers 
(underlined). 
Sub-scores must be marked for Describing the reasons behind an event in the same way (e.g. 
E1). 
 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 
It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the limits 
specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the dotted 
lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, this can 
be 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks 4-5 lines. Any answer elements beyond these lines 
cannot be evaluated. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
 
After completing the detailed evaluation, sub-scores must be added up, and then the total score 
for all the tasks must be divided by 2 to get the exam points. The exam points do not need to be 
rounded up for each individual task. The exam points for each task must be entered in the table 
on the back cover of the exam booklet, and then the total points must be calculated. If this total 
 - is a round number, no action is required; 

- is not a round number, it must be rounded up according to the rules of mathematics 
(e.g. 23.5 points will be rounded up to 24). 

 
III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 

 
Add up the (rounded up) scores for parts I and II. 
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I SIMPLE SHORT ANSWER TASKS 

 
1 Ancient Greece (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) 3 
b) jury / heliaia 
c) ostracism 
d) 5th (century) B.C.  
 
2 Mediaeval religious orders (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

sources connected to the 
Benedictines 

connected to the 
Franciscans 

connected to 
both 

a) X   
b)  X  
c)   X 
d)   X 
e)   X 
f) X   
g)  X  
h)  X  

 
3 The reforms of Charles (Robert) I (Total: 4 points) 
a) The landlords received a part / one third of the mining duty. or Obligatory land exchange 
had been abolished. (Other correct answers with a similar content are also acceptable.) (1 
point) 
b) The introduction of money that was not prone to value loss / gold pieces / the forint. (Other 
correct answers with a similar content are also acceptable.) (Ceasing money devaluation 
cannot be accepted as a correct answer.)  (1 point) 
c) gate tax (1 point) 
d) 8 (0.5 points) 
e) 1 (0.5 points) 
 
4 The balance of power among the great powers of the 18th century (0.5 points for each 
correct item, total: 4 points) 

Wars Spanish War of 
Succession 

Austrian War of 
Succession 

The letter of the pair of symbols 
for the opposing coalitions a) C b) A 

The number of the province that 
was annexed by a new power as a 
result of the war 

c) 1 d) 2 

The name of the province, 
marked with a number on the 
map, that was annexed by a new 
power as a result of the war 

e) the (Southern / 
Austrian) Netherlands f) Silesia 

g) France and the Habsburg Empire / Austria / Austrian Habsburgs (The answers are also 
correct in reverse order. Other correct designations of the two states are also acceptable.) 
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5 The resettlements of the 17th and 18th centuries (Total: 4 points) 
a) 2 (0.5 points) 
b) (free) movement (Other answers with identical content are also acceptable.) (0.5 points) 
c) They could move into pre-built villages / houses. (Other correct answers with a similar 
content are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
d) German / Swabian (0.5 points) 
e) (Roman) Catholic (0.5 points) 
f) The reconquest / anti-Turkish war (Other correct answers with a similar content are also 
acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
6 The impacts of the industrial revolutions (Total: 3 points) 
a) (0.5 points for each correct item) 
1 … there would be fewer traffic jams … 
2 … traffic would be less noisy … 
3 … there would be fewer road accidents … 
4 … traffic would pose less of a health hazard / damage the environment less … 
(Other correct answers with a similar content are also acceptable.) 
b) E.g. biofuel is made from plants which could be used in food production. (1 point) (Other 
answers with identical content are also acceptable.) 
 
7 The debate about the compromise (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) C) 
b) The failure of the (1848-49) freedom fight. / The capitulation at Világos. (Other answers 
with identical content are also acceptable.) 
c) the (plan for the) Danube Alliance / Confederation (The answer also is acceptable with lower 
case initials.) 
d) common affairs 
 
8 The Great Depression (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) 2 
b) 3 
c) 3 
d) 2 
e) 4, 5 
 
9 Hungary, 1918-19 (Total: 5 points) 
a) (If the order is correct: 1 point) 

1 2 3 4 
B) D) C) A) 

 
b) Mihály Károlyi (0.5 points) 
c) 2 (0.5 points) 
d) independence / breaking away from the Monarchy (The correct answer is also acceptable 
with a different wording.) (1 point) 
e) Béla Kun (0.5 points) 
f) (Soviet-)Russia (0.5 points) 
g) Great Britain / United Kingdom, France, Italy (Any two countries are acceptable.) (0.5 points 
for each correct answer.) 
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10 European integration (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

before 1957 1957-91 after 1991 
C, G A, H B, D, E, F 

 
11 The economic policy of the Rákosi era (Total: 8 points) 
a) B (0.5 points) 
b) D (0.5 points) 
c) A (0.5 points) 
d) peasantry / peasants, working class / workers (The answers are also correct in reverse order.) 
(0.5 points for each correct item) 
e) A (0.5 points) 
f) collectivisation (1 point) 
g) obligatory submission/delivery of produce (1 point) 
h) The state bought produce at a price lower than the market price. / Peasants were forced to 
submit produce. (The correct answer is also acceptable with a different wording.) (1 point) 
i) The (intensification of the) Cold War. (Other answers with identical content or a mention of 
a specific event of the Cold War in connection with the period are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
j) The workforce gravitated to industry. / A part of the peasants who entered the cooperatives 
gave up private farming. / Agricultural production was made impossible. (Other correct 
answers with a similar content are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
12 The society of Hungary today (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 

Statement 1980-1990 1990-2001 2001-2011 
a) Officially, for most of this period there 
was full employment, however, the 
number of employed people was 
decreasing. 

X   

b) The effect of the increased severity of 
the regulations about pensions was felt. 
 

  X 

c) 1, 4 
 

Statements True False 
d) Between 1990 and 2001, the proportion of active earners 
decreased less among young people than the whole 
population. 

 X 

e) The higher level of education played a part in the decreasing 
number of active earners among young people. X  
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13 Mediaeval guilds        (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of the task  

The candidate presents the vocational training that was conducted 
in the guilds. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential connections 
(e.g. vocations could be mastered as part of apprenticeship and the 
masterpiece bore witness to mastery of the vocation). 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L The candidate states that guilds appeared in the high Middle Ages 
(after the turn of the millennium) in (Western and Central) Europe 
(and continued to exist into the modern era). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and specific 
historical concepts: e.g. guild, town, master, industry. 0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0-2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 The candidate refers to the most important elements of the rules 
of the goldsmiths’ guild (e.g. they expected a high quality 
masterpiece) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. this was proof that the person has mastered all the skills of 
the trade; this guaranteed the high quality of the work that was 
conducted in the guilds). 

0–3 

S2 The candidate refers to the most important elements of the 
apprenticeship contract (e.g. a commitment that stretched over 
several years, apprenticeship began in one’s childhood, an 
apprenticeship had to be paid for) and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. vocational training in 
practice, it was conducted in one of the masters’ workshops; the 
apprentice became a member of the household, all phases of the 
work process had to be mastered). 

0-3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; critical 
and problem-
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate defines the concept of the guild (e.g. a union of 
artisans engaged in the same trade) and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. guilds were organised 
separately in towns and cities, the number of guilds grew with 
increased specialisation, their aim was to curb competition, they 
were not characterised by a division of labour, they produced mostly 
high quality products). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate refers to a condition of becoming a master that is 
not included in the sources (e.g. the purchase of the master’s status, 
the opening of an independent workshop, marrying into the master’s 
family, inheritance, holding a feast, becoming a journeyman) and 
s/he says that guilds limited the number of masters due to the 
restricted market / in order to guarantee their livelihood. 

0-3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20 
EXAM POINTS 10 
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14 Germany’s rise to great power status     (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of the task  

The candidate presents the causes that led to Germany’s rise to the 
status of a great power. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections (e.g. the German workforce was relatively highly 
skilled, in Germany there was a freedom of industry). 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L The candidate states that Germany was unified in 1871 and s/he 
refers to a geographical aspect of the question (e.g. Prussia’s 
dominance, the territory of the North German Confederation, 
important industrial regions / some rivers named). 

0–2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general and 
specific historical concepts: e.g. industry, industrial revolution, 
free competition, capital. 

0–2 

C2 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0-2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 The candidate refers to one important element of the data in 
the table (e.g. 70-75% of German children went to school at the 
turn of the 19th century, the level of education was high in 
comparison to other countries) and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the German workforce was 
relatively well-qualified and this contributed to scientific 
advances). 

0–3 

S2 The candidate refers to an important fact from the regulations 
governing industry (e.g. they created the freedom of industry, thy 
eliminated the limitations that the guilds had caused) and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. this 
increased competition, free competition results in economic 
growth, this attracts foreign capital). 

0-3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem-
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate states a principal cause of Germany’s rise to 
great power status (e.g. the establishment of a customs union / 
customs alliance, the exploration of iron and coal mines, the 
development of a rail network, the existence of navigable rivers 
and sea ports, the acquisition of colonies, German inventions) and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. it was 
the age of the industrial revolutions, the development of a unified 
internal market preceded political union, metallurgy / the machine 
industry developed, industrial regions came into existence, the 
development of transport fostered trade, the colonies ensured raw 
materials / a market for products, the inventions made production 
more efficient / helped the development of new industries). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate refers to another cause of Germany’s rise to 
great power status from among those listed above and s/he makes 
a relevant statement in connection with it. 

0-3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 20 
EXAM POINTS 10 
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15 Hungary’s split into three parts      (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of the task  

The candidate presents the struggles between János Szapolyai and 
Ferdinand and the split of the country into three parts. 
S/he mentions the main stages of the struggles. 
S/he points out the political environment that resulted in the split 
of the country into three parts. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate refers to the starting and end point of the period 
when the events in question occurred (1526, Battle of Mohács and 
1541, the fall of Buda, the split of the country into three parts). 

0–2 

L2 The candidate names the three parts of the country (royal 
Hungary, Turkish occupation in the central parts of the country, 
Transylvania / the territories to the east of the River Tisza). 

0-2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. king, succession, treaty. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. vassal, theatre of war, power balance, the election 
of two kings. 

0-2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0-2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 The candidate refers to an important element of the source text 
(e.g. Charles V based his brother’s claim to the throne on family 
relations / the treaty between the [Jagiello and Habsburg] families, 
he promised assistance against the Turks) and s/he says that the 
Hungarian diet / the high nobility elected Ferdinand to be king. 

0–3 

S2 The candidate refers to an important element of the illustration 
(e.g. Suleiman gave the gift of a crown to Szapolyai / he remained 
seated when he received Szapolyai) and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. Szapolyai became a vassal 
of the Turks, he asked the Turks for assistance against Ferdinand). 

0-3 

S3 The candidate refers to the principal information in the source 
(e.g. in the Treaty of Várad, Szapolyai recognised Ferdinand and 
his descendants as his heirs) and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. this would have ended the dual split, 
Zsigmond János was crowned after his father’s death, Szapolyai / 
Ferdinand did not honour the agreement). 

0-3 

S4 The candidate refers to an important element of the source text 
(e.g. the Turks put the Christian fleet to flight; part of the army 
was massacred and another part enslaved; the Turks defeated 
Ferdinand’s army, which was laying siege to Buda, and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. Ferdinand 
led the attack following his claim that the Treaty of Várad had 
been dishonoured, the German defeat proved that the Holy Roman 
Empire was not able to defend Hungary from the Turks, the attack 
provided a reason for the Turks to occupy Buda). 

0-3 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem-
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate states that Louis II died in the Battle of Mohács 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with the 
succession to the throne (e.g. the Hungarian nobility was divided 
over the question of the country’s future, two kings were elected 
separately). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate refers to Szapolyai’s claim to the throne and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. he based 
his claim on the agreement at Rákos, he was supported by the 
lesser nobility, his army was not involved in the Battle of Mohács, 
he was voivode of Transylvania / a respected member of the high 
nobility). 

0-3 

E3 The candidate refers to the fact that Buda was occupied by the 
Turks and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. Suleiman occupied the castle without any resistance, he 
gifted the territories east of the River Tisza to Zsigmond János, 
due to the balance of power between the Turks and the Habsburgs, 
the country became a theatre of war / buffer territory, the division 
into three parts remained unchanged over a period of 150 years). 

0-3 

E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0-3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36 
EXAM POINTS 18 

 
 
16 Social policy in the Kádár era      (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of the task  

The candidate presents the social, educational and cultural policy 
of the Kádár era. 
S/he mentions the most important measures that were introduced. 
S/he explores the political and social background of the measures. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate refers to the starting and end point of the period 
when the events in question occurred (1956-1988/89). 0–2 

L2 The candidate refers to the fact that the system in Hungary 
followed the Soviet blueprint. 0-2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. culture, education, construction of flats. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. Kádár’s compromise / “goulash socialism”, social 
security, the “3 Ts” [banned / tolerated / supported]. 

0-2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0-2 
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Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 The candidate mentions the increasing number of pensioners 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
this was connected to the rise in the number of insured people, 
towards the end of the period, the ageing of the society also played 
a part in this, it resulted in continually growing state 
expenditures). 

0–3 

S2 The candidate refers to a fact in connection with flat 
construction (e.g. the number of new flats grew up until the end 
of the 1970s, by the end of the period, the number of constructions 
decreased significantly) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the construction of prefabricated flats 
was in the background of this, amenities improved, flats became 
less crowded, people still had to wait years to get a flat, the 
worsening economic situation was in the background of the 
decreasing numbers). 

0-3 

S3 The candidate refers to the principal information in the source 
(e.g. socialist ideological education was considered to be the most 
important function of schools, the children of workers were 
positively discriminated, the education of children from a 
disadvantaged background was supported) and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. people’s level of 
education increased, political factors also played a part in textbook 
/ curriculum design, the state guaranteed a free education). 

0-3 

S4 The candidate refers to an important element of the source text 
(e.g. Even László Németh / famous writers could not publish their 
work freely, literary works were censored, censorship was less 
severe in the Kádár era than in the Rákosi era) and s/he says that 
the policy of the three Ts [banned / tolerated / supported] prevailed 
in cultural life. 

0-3 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem-
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate states the essence of Kádár’s compromise (the 
acceptance of the system in exchange for an improving standard 
of living) or s/he says that goulash communism / refrigerator 
socialism refer to the relatively high standard of living and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. social 
policies were applied to make people forget the system’s lack of 
legitimacy, the rising standard of living contributed to the 
consolidation of the system, it led to the country incurring a large 
debt). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate refers to a fact in connection with family-related 
policies (e.g. the introduction of maternity benefit, family 
allowance, the rise in the number of crèches and kindergartens) 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
it was motivated by the decreasing birth rate, it only had a 
temporary effect on demography). 

0-3 

E3 The candidate refers to a fact in connection with Kádár’s social 
policy (e.g. wages / prices were mostly set by the state, allowing 
family farming, individual licences for artisans, there were 
communist youth organisations, holidays were offered at a 
reduced price  at trade union resorts) and s/he makes a relevant 

0-3 
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statement in connection with this (e.g. there were no significant 
differences in people’s financial situation, basic goods were 
accessible to everyone, for most of the duration of the period, real 
wages / the standard of living were growing, production was more 
efficient in family farming, small private enterprises were 
permitted, this was contrary to socialist ideology, the youth 
organisations provided entertainment opportunities, holidays 
became a real option for wide sections of society). 
E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0-3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 36 
EXAM POINTS 18 

 
17 The question of ethnic minorities in Hungary (complex – covering several periods) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of the task  

The candidate presents the attitude of the reform opposition and 
the Hungarian governments to the question of ethnic minorities in 
the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century on the basis of the 
specified points to be included. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate refers to at least two dates that are not 
mentioned in the source texts in connection with the topic (e.g. 
introduction of Hungarian as the official language: 1844, the April 
Laws: April 11, 1848, the Croatian-Hungarian compromise: 1868, 
law on ethnic minorities: 1868). 

0–2 

L2 The candidate structures his/her answer chronologically and 
the events mentioned are appropriately linked to the different 
periods. 

0-2 

L3 The candidate refers to a geographical aspect of the topic (e.g. 
Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire, ethnic minorities were 
dominant in the outlying regions, the Alföld / central regions 
typically had a Hungarian majority). 

0-2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. law, justice, state language, ethnic minority. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. the principle of a single political nation, liberal 
nationalism, nation state, law on ethnic minorities. 

0-2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0-2 
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Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 The candidate refers to a principal element of the source text 
(e.g. the Croatian representative insisted on the use of Latin, he 
disregarded the Hungarians’ protests against the use of Latin) and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. at the 
time, the language of the diet was already Hungarian, the Croats 
regarded making Hungarian the official language as an affront to 
their nation, making Hungarian the state language reflected the 
principle of the single political nation). 

0–3 

S2 The candidate refers to a principle element of the source text 
(e.g. the reform opposition offered citizenship / civil rights / 
equality before the law to the ethnic minorities, in return for these 
rights it expected love for the homeland) and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the majority of the 
ethnic minorities were serfs, it reflected the idea of liberal 
nationalism / a single political nation). 

0-3 

S3 The candidate refers to the fact that the resolution on the ethnic 
minorities gave rights of language use to the ethnic minorities and 
s/he makes a relevant statement about the background of this (e.g. 
during the freedom fight, the court incited the ethnic minorities 
against the Hungarians; some of the ethnic minorities took up 
arms against the Hungarians; the Hungarian government strove to 
come to an agreement with the ethnic minorities; the Hungarian 
government realised that this was a condition of independent 
Hungarian statehood; this was a concession compared the April 
laws but it never became reality). 

0-3 

S4 The candidate refers to the fact that Croatia was independent 
in certain affairs and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the Croats received territorial 
autonomy, they were recognised as a political nation, the 
independence of Croatia was due to historical reasons / its 
relationship with Hungary within the personal union, it had its 
own government and diet, it could contribute to common affairs 
through its representatives in the Pest diet). 

0-3 

S5 The candidate mentions the dissolution of the Slovakian 
association and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. the Hungarian government did not sanction the 
political activities of the associations of the ethnic minorities, it 
was wary of the spread of pan-Slavic ideas, which were also 
supported by Russia, it restricted the ethnic minorities’ efforts to 
organise themselves through administrative measures, the 
freedom of association was infringed. 

0-3 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem-
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate states that Hungary was a multi-ethnic state and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the 
main reason for this was the resettlements of the 18th century, this 
caused tensions because of the nationalism / efforts aiming for a 
nation state in the 19th century, by the end of the reform period, 
national consciousness had gained strength among the ethnic 
minorities as well) or s/he characterises the ethnic minorities (e.g. 
apart from the Croats, they had societies that lacked an elite, the 
majority were serfs, the population of the country was also diverse 
in people’s religious affiliation). 

0–3 

E2 The candidate refers to the fact that the April laws did not grant 
collective rights to the ethnic minorities and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the Hungarian government 
hoped that the ethnic minorities would be satisfied by the 
liberation of the serfs; the ethnic minorities rejected the Hungarian 
government’s policy regarding the ethnic minorities, the Serbs 
and Romanians demanded territorial autonomy, the court incited 
the ethnic minorities against the Hungarians, some ethnic 
minorities engaged in armed conflicts with the Hungarians in 
1848-49). 

0-3 

E3 The candidate refers to a principal element of the law about 
the ethnic minorities of 1868 (e.g. it continued to recognise 
Hungarian as the only state language, it gave language use rights 
to the ethnic minorities) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. its acceptance was initiated by József 
Eötvös, it signalled the survival of the nation concept of the 
reform period, it could be considered as liberal even by European 
standards, the ethnic minorities were recognised as cultural 
nations, it was not always observed, the law was later made more 
severe, some leaders / members of the ethnic minorities were 
dissatisfied with it, but the government refused to grant territorial 
autonomy). 

0-3 

E4 The candidate refers to the fact that the proportion of the ethnic 
minorities decreased / the proportion of Hungarians increased in 
the period and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. this was partly connected to assimilation / the higher rate 
of emigration among the ethnic minorities / the better living 
conditions of the Hungarians, the Hungarian governments put 
their trust in assimilation, they reinforced assimilation through the 
“Lex Apponyi”, in spite of this, the tensions did not subside). 

0-3 

E5 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0-3 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44 
EXAM POINTS 22 
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18 Matthias Hunyadi’s state and the Ottoman Empire (complex – comparative) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of the task  

The candidate presents the organisation of the Ottoman Empire 
and Matthias Hunyadi’s state. In his/her answer, the candidate 
compares the two systems on the basis of the specified points to 
be included. Using the sources the candidate refers to some 
essential connections. 

0–2 

Location: space 
and time 

L1 The candidate refers to the fact that the Turks occupied 
Constantinople in 1453 or they unsuccessfully besieged 
Nándorfehérvár in 1456. 

0–2 

L2 The candidate refers to the dates of Matthias’ reign (1458-90). 0-2 

L3 The candidate refers to a geographical aspect of the territory 
of the Ottoman Empire (e.g. its expansion started in Asia Minor, 
in Europe, it expanded in the Balkans, it conquered the Byzantine 
Empire, it controlled the maritime straits, Moldova and Wallachia 
/ the Crimean Khanate were its vassals, as part of its conquests, it 
reached the southern borders of Hungary). 

0-2 

L4 The candidate refers to a geographical aspect of Matthias 
Hunyadi’s conquests (e.g. Hunyadi and the sultan divided Bosnia, 
he reconquered some southern border castles, he conquered 
Moravia and Silesia / the Austrian provinces). 

0-2 

Communication 
and use of 
special 
vocabulary 

C1 The candidate correctly uses the following general historical 
concepts: e.g. monarch, power, army, conquest. 0–2 

C2 The candidate correctly uses the following specific historical 
concepts: e.g. sultan, sipahi/spahi, janissary, black army / 
mercenary army. 

0-2 

C3 The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0-2 

Acquisition of 
information and 
use of sources 

S1 The candidate refers to a fact on the basis of the schematic map 
of the Ottoman Empire (e.g. it was located on the border of Europe 
and Asia, it made conquests in both Europe and Asia in the 
period), s/he refers to a fact on the basis of the schematic map of 
Matthias’ state (e.g. it mostly expanded towards the west, it 
became a significant power in Central Europe) and s/he highlights 
an important similarity / difference in the territory or extent of 
power of the two states (e.g. both increased their territories 
through conquests, they signed a peace treaty / they had a 
defensive strategy towards each other, the Ottoman Empire was 
considerably larger, it conquered significant areas in a short space 
of time, it was a military state). 

0–4 

S2 The candidate refers to a fact in connection with land 
ownership in the Ottoman Empire (e.g. part of the land remained 
under the sultan’s direct control, he distributed part of the land 
among the sipahis, he could repossess the sipahis’ lands at any 
time), s/he refers to a fact in connection with land ownership in 
Hungary (e.g. significantly large estates were in the barons’ 
possession, the monarch possessed only a smaller portion of the 

0-4 
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country’s territory, he ensured the barons’ loyalty with land 
grants, Matthias increased the size of royal lands), and s/he 
highlights the fundamental differences in land ownership (in the 
Ottoman Empire, in contrast with the situation in Europe, the 
sultan possessed all the land, a feudal system / a landed nobility 
did not develop, Matthias had fewer revenues from royal lands). 
S3 The candidate refers to an important fact in connection with 
the Ottoman-Turkish army (e.g. its main regiments were made up 
of janissary infantrymen and mounted sipahis), s/he refers to a fact 
in connection with Matthias’s army on the basis of the text (e.g. it 
consisted of heavy and light cavalry and infantrymen; it was a 
mercenary army), and s/he highlights  a similarity and a difference 
between the two armies (e.g. there were mercenaries in both 
armies, a significant part of the Turkish army was made up of the 
sipahis, who received land for their services, heavy armoured 
units were not characteristic / significant in number in the Turkish 
army, both armies already used guns, the maintenance of the army 
constituted a significant expenditure for both states, the sultan had 
higher revenues). 

0-4 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event; 
critical and 
problem-
centred 
approach 

E1 The candidate states that the sultan had unlimited / despotic 
power, s/he refers to a fact in connection with Matthias’s royal 
power (e.g. initially, he governed in consultation with the estates, 
he increased his power at the expense of the estates) and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the sultan 
was also a religious leader, or caliph, Matthias’s power was not 
unlimited, in comparison with the situation in Europe at the time, 
Matthias also had substantial royal power). 

0–4 

E2 The candidate refers to a fact in connection with the 
administrative organisation of the Ottoman Empire (e.g. it was 
well-developed, the officials had little protection, the opportunity 
to advance was also open to non-Turkish people / people of a 
humble background), s/he refers to a fact in connection with the 
Hungarian administrative officials (e.g. Matthias pushed the 
barons into the background, he elevated officials, who were 
members of the lesser nobility / not members of the nobility) and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
expertise / loyalty was important to both monarchs, background 
was less important, the maintenance of the administration had a 
high cost). 

0-4 

E3 The candidate refers to a fact in connection with the sultan’s 
revenues (e.g. they surpassed the revenues of the European states, 
he collected special taxes from Christian subjects, he had extra 
revenues from trade), s/he refers to a fact in connection with 
Matthias’s revenues (e.g. he increased them significantly, most of 
them were taxes paid by the serfs / the extraordinary military tax) 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
the sultan’s revenues significantly surpassed those of Matthias, 
the high revenues were an important component of strong royal 
power in both states). 

0-4 
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E4 The analysis is complemented and supported with the 
candidate’s own knowledge and correct statements. 0-4 

The same answer cannot be scored for two separate content elements (use of sources, the 
reasons behind an event). 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 44 
EXAM POINTS 22 
 
 
The references for the sources (text, illustration, table, diagram) in the exam booklets: 
Task 2: www.sguardosulmedioevo.org , www.basilicasantantonio.va, de.flickr.com 
Task 5: mek.niif.hu  
Task 8: www.killianbranding.com, dailysignal.com, mtviewmirror.com, en.wikipedia.org, 
commons.wikimedia.org, iconicphotos.wordpress.com  
Task 10: Szocializmus és rendszerváltás. Magyarország története képekben III. Szerk. Gyurgyák János. Bp. 2008. 
budapestposter.com  
Task 12: Valuch Tibor: A jelenkori magyar társadalom. Bp. 2015. 
Task 15: Tomka Béla: Európa társadalomtörténete a 20. században. Bp. 2009. 
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