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Guide to the evaluation of written tasks 
 

The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
1. Correct answer             
2. Missing part              
3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)               
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
 

Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the maximum number of points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of points 
for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) alternative 
answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 

Scoring 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:             0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:  0 points 
Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
 when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 
 when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can be 
awarded 0.5 points. 
 

In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the same 
content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for these 
tasks begin with 'e.g.')  
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In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a candidate 
who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of elements 
are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of elements, then 
they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the frame curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 
The total points achieved in the short-answer tasks must be written in the appropriate 
boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved in the short-answer tasks is a round number, it 
should be written into the Total  box and copied, unchanged, into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box; 
- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the Total 
box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 23.5 
points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the I. Achieved points 
rounded up box. 

The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 
 

II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 
1. Choosing the right tasks 
 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  
one short essay about world history,  
one short essay about Hungarian history,  
one long essay about Hungarian history.  
The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 
 

Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 
If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  
 the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 
 the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 
If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were correctly 
chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 
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If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he would 
like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  
 

2. Evaluating the tasks 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  
a) understanding of the task 
b) skills, competencies and content that fulfil the requirements 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language  
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 

a) Scoring of ‘understanding of the task’: 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

 Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, and 
period in question? 

 Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the main 
point of the question? 

 Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the 
statements? 

 Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, and 
did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for that 
task can only be 0 too.  
 

For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, understands 
it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources are 
used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space, use of sources) a candidate 
has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required in terms of 
content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an event are 
to be identified.  
If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the number of 
points given for skills and contents must be the same.  (E.g. in the case of short answer tasks 
only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place, Use of special 
vocabulary and Use of sources, and the same points can be awarded for Location: era and 
place, Use of special vocabulary in longer, essay-type tasks.) 
If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be awarded 
because of the close connection between them (e.g. in the case of short tasks 1 or 4 points cannot 
be awarded for Description of factors influencing events, while in the case of longer questions 
1 or 5 points cannot be awarded for Use of sources and 1 or 6 points cannot be awarded for 
Description of factors influencing events).  
As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 

 



 

írásbeli vizsga 1511 6 / 20 2016. október 19. 

Történelem angol nyelven — középszint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
location; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. Obviously 
in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides those 
provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key uses the 
word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed here, so 
these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
Scoring ‘Content’ (‘C’) 

2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers properly 
and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several typical 
causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 
1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 
0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not identified, 
or the statements are incorrect.  

 
c) Scoring ‘structure and clear language’ 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 

2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and grave spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 

7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear sentences; 
some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, punctuation 
or grammar mistakes. 
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual coherence, 
and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of compositions 
The ability to express ideas within the constraints of a set number of lines is an important writing 
skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 lines (in 
the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
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4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  
8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. The total points achieved must be written 
in the appropriate boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the 
following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved is a round number, it should be written into the 
Total box and copied, unchanged, into the II. Achieved points rounded up box; 
- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the Total 
box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 23.5 
points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the II. Achieved points 
rounded up box. 

 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the (rounded up) scores of the first and second parts (I and II). 
 

Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 

Short essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

  DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

 

Long essay tasks 

  Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

  DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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I. SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 
1. Period of the Roman republic (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

Statements True False 
a) Cicero condemns the profession and lifestyle of the equestrians.  X 
b) The equestrians were primarily commercial entrepreneurs and tax 
farmers. 

X  

c) According to Cicero, the proper goal in the life of the equestrians 
(towards the end of their career) would be to adopt the senatorial way 
of life.  

X  

d) As a result of the wars of conquest, the equestrian order became 
even wealthier.  

X  

 
2. Mediaeval Church (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) 2. b) 1. c) 5. d) 4 
 
3. The Hungarian conquest of the Carpathian Basin (1 point for each correct item, total: 
4 points) 
a) B 
b) 1. 
c) more deciduous forest / less (forested) steppe; denser water network; area surrounded by 
mountains (Of the items separated by semi-colons two can be accepted. The answers can be 
accepted in different order and wording.) 
 
4. Enlightenment (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
a) sovereignty of the people  
b) indirect representation  
c) the representative / the electors know the local needs; the electors know the representative 
(candidate) (Answers are acceptable in reverse order and with different wording.) 
 
5. The Rákóczi freedom fight (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points 

Statement Letter of excerpt 
a) It describes events which took place in 1703. 
 

C 

b) It describes the preparations for the deposition of the 
      Habsburgs. 

A 

c) Its statements refer to Transylvania 
 

E 

e) It mentions the main conditions of the peace treaty of Szatmár, 
    which was to be concluded later. 

B 

 
6. Industrial Revolution (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) railway(-building) 
b) (the development of the) sewer system / (the appearance of) mains drinking water / sewage 
drainage (Any other answer with similar, correct content is acceptable) 
c) 1. 
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7. Culture in the Reform period (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) (The Hungarian) Academy (of Sciences) / MTA / Hungarian Learned Society  
b) It strove to establish scientific life in the Hungarian language / It considered the cultivation 
of the language its aim. (Any other answer with similar, correct content is acceptable) 
c) D) 
d) István Széchenyi 
 
8. Economy between the two World Wars (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) 1929 
b) overproduction 
c) capitalism / capitalist economy  
d) B 
 
9. The Trianon peace treaty (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) 2. b) 4. c) 5. d) 3. 
 
10.  The Rákosi period (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) Stalin’s death 
b) copying the Soviet pattern (Also acceptable: lack of national features, deliberate use of 
communist symbols) 
c) personality cult 
d) political terror / intimidating political opponents (Differently worded answers can also be 
accepted, and other correct answers are acceptable as long as they refer to the picture and 
contain important information.)  
 
11. Environmental pollution  (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
a) A, D 
b) C, D 
 
12. The Hungarian electoral system (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 2 points) 
a) 1989: 210, 2011: 93 
b) 1989: a second round has to be held; 2011: the candidate of the X party wins (Answers can 
be accepted in differently but properly worded form) 
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

13. Islam and Christianity                                             (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically compares the Islamic and Christian 
faiths. 
With the analysis of the source the essay refers to essential 
connections (e.g. Islam rejects the Christian doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity). 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate is aware of how the two religions relate to each 
other chronologically (1st and 7th centuries) and their common 
near-Eastern/Jewish origin. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
concepts: e.g. Christian, Jewish/Judaic, Moslem/Islamic, 
monotheism. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Use of sources S The candidate incorporates the information from the source 
into his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C E.g. The candidate mentions an important message of the 
source (e.g. it denies that Jesus was the Son of God / rejects the 
Holy Trinity) and makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. it denies Jesus as a deity, but recognises Jesus as a 
prophet/messenger of God, acknowledges Christianity as a 
predecessor of Islam). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events  

S The candidate describes the common roots of Islam and 
Christianity, and highlights their differences. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that both religions are 
monotheistic / they both believe in one God, and makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. their common 
root is Jewish monotheism, the two images of God have a lot in 
common, according to their view God is omnipotent / the creator 
of the universe).  
C E.g. the candidate mentions some other important 
characteristic aspect of the two religions (e.g. both religions 
evangelise, both religions have a sacred book, they both also 
supply moral guidance, they have similar customs – fasting, 
pilgrimage etc.)  and makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. in the question of evangelisation they differed 
from Judaism, in the case of Islam evangelisation is – arguably 
– linked to armed conflict, interprets the concept of jihad, names 
the Bible and the Qu’ran, names some moral guidance, lists 
similar religious customs). 

0–6 
[1 and 4 

cannot be 
given 

Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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14. The situation of women                                                     (short)   
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the new features of the situation 
of women. 
Using the source material the candidate refers to essential 
connections in his/her answer (e.g. the reasons for and 
consequences of female employment and women’s participation 
in public life). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate’s statements describe the Europe of the 1920s-
30s. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. employment, education, family, 
emancipation / equality. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of sources 

S Information from the source is incorporated into the exposition 
and the candidate reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he points out one essential element of the source (e.g. more 
and more women entered employment, some women even 
accepted roles in public life, managing household affairs was no 
longer the only task women had) and makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this, based on the source (e.g. the state of war / 
post-war depression favoured female employment, the changes 
transformed roles within families, the MP argued in favour of 
women’s right to vote. ). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the changes that took place in the 
situation of women, highlights the reasons for these and their 
results.  
C S/he mentions an important aspect of the situation of women 
(e.g. there was improvement in their education, in various 
countries they obtained the right to vote); and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the improvement in their 
education favoured their employment, at this point women were 
allowed to go to university too, we cannot talk about complete 
equality in the period; traditional female roles remained 
widespread as well). 
C The candidate mentions the fall in the birth rate, and makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. one of the reasons 
was the fact that people tended to get married older / employment 
of women, this in time resulted in the population growth slowing 
down / the decrease in the population, as a result of the war the 
number of males fell). 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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15. Mining reforms of Charles Robert     (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the significance of Charles Robert’s 
mining reforms. 
Using the source material the candidate refers to essential connections 
in his/her answer (e.g. abolishing the exchange of estates encouraged 
the opening of mines). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and era. 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions that Charles Robert reigned between 1301 / 1308/ 
1310 and 1342 in Hungary; s/he refers to the mining towns in upper 
Hungary. 

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate correctly uses the following general and topic-
specific terms: e.g. royalty, mine, Golden Florin.   

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information from the source and 
reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he mentions the essence of the regulation (e.g. Charles Robert 
abolished the mandatory exchange of estates), and makes an 
important statement in connection with this (e.g. up to this point land 
owners tended to keep the existence of deposits of the precious ore a 
secret, after this many new mines opened ). 

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the mining reform of Charles Robert, and 
reveals its significance. 
C S/he mentions the fact that the landlord received one third of the 
mining royalties, the urbura, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this way the landlord had a vested interest, 
king and landowner shared the mining royalties, the urbura was one 
eighth / one tenth of the precious ore, after this many mines were 
opened. 
C S/he mentions another important fact in connection with the mining 
reforms (e.g. the reduction of royal estates might also have been a 
reason for the reform, the king also held a monopoly over purchasing 
precious ore, offices responsible for minting were established, foreign 
/ Bohemian miners were invited into the country), and makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. with the greatly 
increased amount of currency in circulation, the significance of 
royalties increased, minting golden coins was made possible by the 
income from the mining of precious ore, thus ensuring a skilled labour 
force). 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

0–6 
[1 and 

4 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of accuracy 
or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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16. Turkish expansion in Hungary    (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the expansion of Turkish rule in 
Hungary between 1541 and 1568. 
In a concise answer, s/he outlines the border fortress struggles. 
The analysis highlights the reasons for the situation that emerged. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions that the fall of Buda took place in 1541, the siege 
of Eger happened in 1552, that of Szigetvár in 1566.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms: e.g. border fortress, Ottoman Hungary, siege, peace. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he highlights the essential information contained in the table 
(e.g. only a fraction of the expenses was covered by Hungarian 
taxes, the majority of expenses was covered by German / Austrian-
Bohemian revenues) and makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (the maintanence of the border fortress system was beyond 
Hungary’s means, the Habsburgs also used their other resources, the 
role of the Hungarian border fortresses was international). 
C S/he highlights the gist of the data in the table (e.g. in Hungary 
the Turkish army was able to fight for one or two months / at Vienna 
the Turkish army was only able to fight for a fortnight), and makes 
a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the remaining time 
was spent besieging border fortresses, the Ottoman Empire had 
reached the limits of its expansion). 
C The candidate mentions that the Habsburgs agreed to pay the 
Turks tax / tribute annually, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with that (e.g. with the conclusion of the peace treaty the 
existing situation was reinforced, the treaty ended the era of the 
Turkish expansion / of border fortress sieges, the treaty indicates the 
balance of power / a slight dominance on the Turkish side).  

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the process of Hungary’s division into 
three parts, and reveals the significance of the border fortress 
struggles.  
C S/he mentions that with the occupation of Buda Ottoman 
Hungary was established, and makes an important statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the country was torn into three parts, the 
vilayet of Buda was established, this took place after the death of 
János Szapolyai, Ferdinand was unable to seize the whole country, 
János Zsigmond became the ruler of Transylvania.)  
C The candidate mentions an important element in connection with 
the siege of Eger (e.g. the Turkish aim was to separate Hungary 
from Transylvania, the Hungarian victory interrupted Turkish 
expansion, the captain of the fortress was István Dobó), and makes 

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be given] 
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a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the Turks occupied 
the territory to the east of the river Tisza, all this took place after the 
attempted unification of Transylvania and Hungary) 
C The candidate mentions an important fact in connection with the 
siege of Szigetvár (the captain of the fortress was Miklós Zrinyi, 
Sultan Suleiman died during the siege, this was the last campaign 
led by a Sultan) and makes an important statement in connection 
with this (e.g. by this time the balance of power had been 
established; peace became possible).  
C Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition.  

Structure, 
clear language  

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the content. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
 
17. Maria Theresa’s decree on tariffs  (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the main characteristics of 
Maria Theresa’s decree on tariffs. 
Through the analysis of the source material, the candidate comes 
to essential conclusions (e.g. the effect of the tariff regulations on 
the structure of the Hungarian economy). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate locates the historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions the dates of Maria Theresa’s reign (1740-1780) 
or the year the decree was issued (1754), and mentions a 
geographical aspect of the topic (e.g. the internal tariff boundaries 
separated Hungary from the hereditary provinces, its outer 
boundaries circumscribed the Habsburg Empire, the market for 
Hungarian goods was Austria, the main rival of the Habsburg 
Empire was Prussia).  

0–4 
 

[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
historical terms appropriately: e.g. tariff, (double) tariff system / 
tariff boundary, decree, industry, agriculture.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of sources S The candidate incorporates the information in the source into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions an important aspect from the historian’s point of 
view (e.g. according to Kosáry, Hungary was an agrarian country 
earlier as well / it exported agricultural products / it needed to 
import manufactured products), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. according to Kosáry, the decree on 
tariffs only reinforced a state of affairs that already existed; he 
thinks Hungary was underdeveloped earlier as well. 

0-4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 
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Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the main characteristics of the decree 
on tariffs, and points out effects of the decree. 
C The candidate mentions a fact about the outer tariff boundaries 
(heavy duties were levied on the export of agricultural products / 
raw materials, high duties were to be paid on imported 
manufactured products) and makes a relevant remark in 
connection with this (e.g. they strove to keep foodstuffs / raw 
materials within the empire, they protected the industry of the 
hereditary provinces against foreign / Prussian products, this was 
a measure taken along mercantilist lines)  
C The candidate mentions a fact about the internal tariff 
boundaries (e.g. duties levied on exported agrarian products / raw 
materials were low, low duties were imposed on imported 
manufactured products,  heavier duties were levied on exported 
manufactured products) and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. trade to the hereditary provinces 
promoted the development of agriculture, tariffs hindered the 
development of industry, it was claimed that the maintenance of 
the internal tariff boundaries was the result of the tax exemption 
of Hungarian nobles). 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be given] 

Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK  24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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18. Ethnic groups under the Dual Monarchy                                                    (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the ethnic groups under the 
Dual Monarchy. 
S/he outlines the main characteristics of their social and legal 
situation. 
S/he points out the changes in the ethnic proportions. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate correctly locates the historical events in place 
and time. 
C S/he mentions the time frame of the Dual Monarchy (1867-
1918), and refers to the geographic location of ethnic groups 
(s/he points out that the majority of the ethnic groups lived on 
the outskirts of the country or mentions at least two areas that 
were typically inhabited by ethnic groups). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately (e.g. ethnic groups, mother tongue, law, 
emigration, assimilation). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that the law ensured the possibility of 
education in the mother tongue in areas inhabited by ethnic 
minorities (in lower-level education) and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. this promoted the 
survival of the mother tongue of ethnic groups, the nationalities 
law was built on liberal principles, even in European terms it 
was modern). 
C The candidate mentions an important fact on the basis of the 
data included in the table (e.g. there were no landowners of large 
estates / there were no significant numbers of major landowners 
among ethnic groups or among Slovakians and Romanians, 
among them the proportion of small landowners / peasants was 
significant, the proportion of artisans / merchants / members of 
the intelligentsia / industrial workers was relatively low), and 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the 
proportion of ethnic groups or Slovakians and Romanians was 
lower among the wealthier social groups, a larger proportion of 
the ethnic groups made their living from agriculture, they had a 
less developed middle class, a smaller proportion lived in 
towns). 
C The candidate mentions an important fact based on the data 
contained in the diagram  (e.g. among emigrants, the proportion 
of ethnic groups was high, among ethnic groups Slovakians 
emigrated in the largest proportion) and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. as a result, their 
proportion within the population decreased, most of the 

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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emigrants were from the remote, outlying / mountainous parts 
of the country, the main reason for emigration was poverty, the 
majority of emigrants were peasants).  

Describing the 
reasons 
behind events 

S The candidate describes the main characteristics of the 
situation of the ethnic groups, points out the reasons for these 
and their significance. 
C S/he mentions that Hungary was a multi-ethnic country and 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. this 
could mainly be explained by 18th-century settling and 
immigration, as a result of nationalism tensions increased, there 
were many regions in the country with ethnically mixed 
population). 
C The candidate mentions one important fact in connection with 
the legal position of ethnic groups (e.g. they were granted 
extensive rights to use their mother tongue, they were 
recognised as citizens with equal rights, they were ensured 
individual rights of liberty, the law recognised only the 
Hungarian language as the official language of the state, except 
for the Croatians, they were not granted territorial autonomy, 
the Croatians had their own government) and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the creation of the 
nationalities law can be linked to József Eötvös, it was modern 
even by European atndards, part of the ethnic groups were 
dissatisfied with their legal situation, the separate rights of the 
Croatians were ensured by the Croatian-Hungarian 
compromise). 
C S/he mentions the fact that the proportion of ethnic groups 
decreased in the period, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this was due to assimilation / to 
members of minority groups blending into the majority 
Hungarian nationality, this was primarily characteristic in towns 
/ in Budapest / in ethnically mixed territories). 
C Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition. 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be 
given] 

 

Structure, 
clear language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the content. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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19. The change of regime           (short)  
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the changes in the political 
system that took place in the autumn of 1989.  
Through the analyses of the source material the candidate comes 
to essential conclusions (e.g. the significance of the modification 
of the constitution). 

 
0–4 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate correctly locates the topic under discussion in 
place and time. 
C S/he mentions that the proclamation of the republic took place 
on October 23, 1989, and his/her statements refer to Hungary. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C: The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. change of regime, republic, democracy / 
rule of law, party, constitution. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses information from the sources in his/her 
answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions a significant fact from the source (e.g. the aim 
was to establish the democratic rule of law / a multi-party system, 
the introduction of social market economy was laid down in 
writing) and makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the modifications ensured a peaceful transition, the 
modifications were meant to be temporary, many provisions of 
constitution set up by the one-party state were repealed). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the basic changes in the political system, 
and highlights their circumstances and significance. 
C S/he mentions that the (3rd) republic was proclaimed, and makes 
an important statement in connection with this (e.g. the previous 
form of state was a ‘people’s republic’, a temporary president of 
the republic was appointed, the proclamation of the republic took 
place on the anniversary of the 1956 revolution).  
C S/he mentions that the multi-party system emerged, and makes 
an important statement in connection with this (e.g. this was the 
most important demand of the Opposition Round table {Ellenzéki 
Kerekasztal}, it was the result of the negotiations of the National 
Round Table {Nemzeti Kerekasztal}, it was thanks to this that the 
democratic elections could take place, MSZMP  {Hungarian 
Socialist Workers’ Party} guaranteed its ratification in parliament, 
MSZMP was transformed); or mentions that basic human rights 
were ensured and mentions at least two (e.g. freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion, freedom of assembly, freedom of 
association). 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be given] 

Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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20. Hungarian foreign policy in the 1920s      (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the aims of Hungarian foreign 
policy, its scope of action and its achievements in the 1920s. 
In a concise answer, s/he describes revisionist aspirations. 
The analysis reveals the scope of action set by the great powers 
and the Little Entente. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources 
and draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate locates the historical events in place and time. 
C S/he makes it clear that the events under discussion took place 
in the 1920s, and clarifies their chronological order. S/he refers 
to the territories detached from Hungary in the Trianon peace 
treaty.  

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
specific terms and expressions appropriately: e.g. peace treaty / 
imposed peace terms, Little Entente, propaganda, irredentism, 
revision. 

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of sources S In his/her answer the candidate uses information in the sources 
and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions the comparison illustrated in the poster (e.g. 
the Trianon peace treaty was much harsher than what France 
suffered with the loss of Alsace–Lorraine) and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the Trianon peace treaty 
largely reflected France’s ideas, Hungary conducted a 
propaganda campaign against the peace treaty).    
 C The candidate mentions some important information 
published on the cover page (e.g. Sopron decided to remain part 
of Hungary at a referendum), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e. g. Hungary demanded that referendums 
be held in other regions as well, this was the only revisionist 
success, the referendum was possible because Austria was also 
a defeated country, here the principle of national self-
government prevailed, both sides resorted to fraud).  
C The candidate mentions that Hungary was admitted to the 
League of Nations, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. to start with, only victorious countries 
were members, it was founded on President Wilson’s initiative, 
once Hungary was admitted, a foreign loan was granted, the 
basic principle of the League of Nations was national self-
government).  

0–8 
[1 and 

5 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind events 

S The candidate describes the aims of Hungarian foreign policy, 
and reveals its scope of action and achievements in the 1920s. 
C S/he mentions that the basic aim of foreign policy in the period 
was the revision of the Trianon peace treaty and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. all Hungarian 
governments in the period advocated peaceful revision, the 
ethnic injustice of the peace treaty was their basic argument, the 

0–10 
[1 and 

6 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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idea of historical / total revision appeared as well, this was the 
main motivation for the search for allies). 
C The candidate mentions that Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and 
Romania were members of the Little Entente and makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. their aim was to 
prevent Hungarian revision, their military power significantly 
surpassed that of Hungary, they enjoyed France’s support). 
C S/he refers to the fact that Hungary concluded a pact of eternal 
friendship with Italy, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with that (e.g. Italy, too, was dissatisfied with the 
results of the peace terms, Italy was the only great power which 
Hungary approached, Yugoslavia was considered a common 
enemy). 
C E. g. Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions 
the candidate completes and supports his/her exposition. 
One answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

Structure, 
clear language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 

 
Sources (texts, pictures, tables, graphs) appearing in the test booklet: 
Task 2: kids.britannica.com, www.xenophongroup.com, www.cathar.info, mek.oszk.hu  
Task 3. Történelem I. (Forrásközpontú történelem) by Miklós Szárai 
Task 10. Történelem IV., mult-kor.hu, pestisracok.hu  
Task 11. http://energiaoldal.hu/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Uveghazhatasu-gazok-
eredete.jpg 
Task 18. A Magyar Korona országainak nemzetiségei a 18-19. században. [Nationalities of 
the countries of the Hungarian Crown in the 18th-19th centuries] by Katus-Nagy  
Task 20. Történelem IV. [History IV.] by Miklós Száray- József Kaposi, www.sopron.hu 
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