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Guide to the evaluation of written tasks 
 

The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 

1. Correct answer             

2. Missing part            √  

3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 

4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     

5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)              ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 

7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 

8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
 

Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the maximum number of points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 

Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 
points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 

Scoring 

Correct answer/ or part of an answer:             0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 

Incorrect answer:  0 points 

Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 

Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 

When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 

• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 

• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 0.5 points. 
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In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with 'e.g.')  

In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    

Extra points cannot be given. 

Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 

The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the frame curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 

The total points achieved in the short-answer tasks must be written in the appropriate 
boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved in the short-answer tasks is a round number, it 
should be written into the Total  box and copied, unchanged, into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box; 

- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the 
Total box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 
23.5 points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box. 

The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 

 

II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  

one short essay about world history,  

one short essay about Hungarian history,  

one long essay about Hungarian history.  

The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 

 

Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
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If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  

2. Evaluating the tasks 

When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  

a) understanding of the task 

b) skills, competencies and content that fulfil the requirements 

c) logical overall structure and accurate language  

The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 

a) Scoring of ‘understanding of the task’: 

When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 

• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 

• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the 
statements? 

• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, 
and did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for 
that task can only be 0 too.  
 

For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 

3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 

2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 

1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 

0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 

4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 

2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 

1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 

0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 

b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 

In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space, use of sources) a 
candidate has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required 
in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 

Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 

Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay 
tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an 
event are to be identified.  

If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the number of 
points given for skills and contents must be the same.  (E.g. in the case of short answer tasks 
only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place, Use of special 
vocabulary and Use of sources, and the same points can be awarded for  Location: era and 
place, Use of special vocabulary in longer, essay-type tasks.) 

If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be awarded 
because of the close connection between them (e.g. in the case of short tasks 1 or 4 points 
cannot be awarded for Description of factors influencing events, while in the case of longer 
questions 1 or 5 points cannot be awarded for Use of sources and 1 or 6 points cannot be 
awarded for Description of factors influencing events).  

As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 

Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 

1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 

0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 
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The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
location; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 

Scoring ‘Content’ (‘C’) 

2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several 
typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect.  

 

c) Scoring ‘structure and clear language’ 

For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 

2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 

1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and grave spelling mistakes. 

0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 

For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 

7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 

1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 

0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 

3. The length of compositions 

The ability to express ideas within the constraints of a set number of lines is an important 
writing skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 
lines (in the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
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4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

1. Study the key for the task. 

2. Study the evaluation guide above. 

3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 

4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 

5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 

6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  

7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  

8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. The total points achieved must be written 
in the appropriate boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the 
following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved is a round number, it should be written into 
the Total box and copied, unchanged, into the II. Achieved points rounded up box; 

- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the 
Total box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 
23.5 points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the II. Achieved 
points rounded up box. 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 

Add up the (rounded up) scores of the first and second parts (I and II). 
 

Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 

Short essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

 
Long essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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I. SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 

1. Ancient Rome (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) Caesar 
b) Marius 
c) Sulla 
d) Caius Gracchus 
 

2. Manorial farming (1 point for each correct item, total: 5 points) 
a) 1. 
b) 2. 
c) 2. 
d) lack of land / hunger for more land / overpopulation (Any other answer with similar, 
correct content is acceptable) 
e) They began farming so-far uncultivated / swampy land. (Any other answer with similar, 
correct content is acceptable) 
 

3. The Hunyadi period (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) Nándorfehérvár 
b) Esztergom 
c) Buda 
 

4. English constitutional monarchy (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points)  
a) parliament / House of Commons / Lower House 
b) House of Lords (Also acceptable: Upper House)  
c) government 
 

5. Hungarian Reformation (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
Statements A B C 

a) It held out the prospect of measures being taken against all 
protestant denominations. 

  X 

b) It strove to end disputes between Catholics and the followers 
of Luther. 

 X  

c) It prescribed the persecution of Protestants, except for the 
followers of Luther. 

X   

d) From the point of view of the Saxons, who took part in the 
diet as an independent estate, the acceptance of this bill was a 
significant achievement. 

 X  

 
 

6. Industrial Revolution (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

 
 

Statements True False 
a) Szemere considered the increase in productivity as the reason for 
England’s wealth. 

X  

b) The raw materials for the visited factory were primarily provided 
by English sheep farming. 

 X 

c) The visited factory already used steam powered spinning jennies 
instead of mechanical spinning wheels. 

X  

d) The spread of factories similar to the one Szemere visited resulted 
in a boom in mining as well. 

X  
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7. The 1848/49 freedom fight (Total: 4 points)  
a) (The correct order: 1 point) 
 

1. 2. 3. 
C B A 

 
b) Artúr Görgey (Görgei) (1 point) 
c) Kápolna (1 point) 
d) C (1 point) 
 
8. The Soviet bloc (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

Stalin Khrushchev Gorbachev 
B A, C D 

 
9. Hungarian society (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) B 
b) A  
c) D 
 
10.  Change of regime (1 point for each correct item, total: 5 points) 
a) freedom of the press  / freedom of speech / right to express opinion freely (Any other 
answer with similar, correct content is acceptable) 
b) freedom of religion / freedom of conscience (Any other answer with similar, correct 
content is acceptable) 
c) right to private property / freedom of enterprise (Any other answer with similar, correct 
content is acceptable) 
d) Withdrawal of Soviet troops. (Any other answer with similar, correct content is 
acceptable) 
e) Reburial / rehabilitation of Imre Nagy or making October 23 a national holiday. 
(Any other answer with similar, correct content is acceptable) 
 
11. Problems of the developing countries (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
a) They are able to purchase more food. 
b) The income of peasants might fall. 
c) The amount of foodstuff produced is increasing. 
d) As a result of the increasing amounts, prices are falling. 
(Answers a)-d) are acceptable in other wording, and other answers correctly deduced from 
the sources are acceptable as well.) 
 
12. Hungarian demography (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 2 points) 
A, B, C, E 
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

13. Colonisation in the 16th century                                             (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the consequences of the 
colonisation of Central and South America. 
With the analysis of the source the essay refers to essential 
connections (e.g. one of the consequences of European 
colonisation was the spread of Christianity). 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate links the changes described to geographical 
discoveries (e.g. Columbus’ first journey to America in 1492, 
the first voyages of exploration to Central and South America at 
the turn of the 15th -16th centuries), and mentions that in this 
period Central and South America were colonised by the 
Spanish and Portuguese. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
concepts: e.g. colonisation, plantation, indigenous (native) / 
Indian, Christian. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Use of sources S The candidate incorporates the information from the source 
into his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C E.g. The candidate mentions an important fact based on the 
picture (e.g. missionaries travelled to America, the conversion 
of Indians to the Christian faith started) and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. Catholicism became 
widespread, this also meant that European civilisation gained 
ground as well, which sometimes resulted in violence). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events  

S The candidate describes the main characteristics of the 
colonisation of South America, and highlights the reasons for 
and consequences of these. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions a fact in connection with 
colonisation by force (e.g. the Europeans subjugated the 
natives, they wiped out much of the Indian population, 
destroyed the ancient Indian civilisations), and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. thanks to the use of 
metal / horses / gunpowder the Europeans had the military 
advantage, Spanish conquerors were called conquistadors, the 
Incas were defeated by Pizarro, the Aztecs by Cortez, the 
majority of Indians died of diseases introduced by the 
Europeans). 
C E.g. the candidate mentions an economic aspect of 
colonisation (e.g. the Europeans set up plantations, opened 
precious metal ore mines), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. labour force was ensured by bringing 
in African slaves, Central and South Africa joined world trade, 
on plantations one kind of plant was cultivated on large areas). 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

0–6 
[1 and 4 

cannot be 
given 
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Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
 

14. Nazi propaganda                                                      (short)   
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes Nazi propaganda. 
Using the source material the candidate refers to essential 
connections in his/her answer (e.g. education became a means of 
propaganda as well). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate mentions that Hitler seized power in 1933 or 
that the ideology developed in the 1920s, and his/her statements 
refer to Germany. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. Nazi / National Socialism, propaganda, 
masses of people, ideology / racial theory. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
sources 

S Information from the source is incorporated into the exposition 
and the candidate reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he points out one essential element of the source (e.g. Hitler 
considered the strengthening of national feelings as the most 
important task of history-teaching, he strove to strengthen 
nationalism among young people) and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. teaching history / 
education was put to the service of political propaganda, this 
view allowed for the falsification of history, the ideological 
education of young people was considered important, 
strengthening national consciousness was connected to racial 
theory). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 



 

írásbeli vizsga 1513 12 / 20 2015. október 14. 

Történelem angol nyelven — középszint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the typical instruments of Nazi 
propaganda and the fields in which they were applied, and 
explains their role.  
C S/he mentions the role mass events / mass organisations played 
in Nazi propaganda, and makes an important statement in 
connection with this (e.g. Hitler made use of his considerable 
skills as an orator, large crowds of people increase the sense of 
belonging together, in a great crowd people get carried away by 
emotions more easily / accommodate more easily to the point of 
view of the majority); or mentions a contemporary mass event / 
mass organisation (e.g. the Nuremberg Rallies, the Berlin 
Olympics, Hitlerjugend, Labour Front). 
C The candidate mentions at least two further means of Nazi 
propaganda (e.g. radio, film, posters, written media), and makes a 
relevant statement in connection with these (e.g. Nazi 
propaganda made use of the achievements of modern technology, 
journalists were required to glorify Nazism, a characteristic 
feature of totalitarian dictatorship was obligatory adherence to 
official ideology, Goebbels was the minister of propaganda, 
emphasising  racial theory and German superiority were in the 
focal point of the propaganda, the so-called “Führer cult” 
prevailed). 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
15. Prince Géza      (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes Prince Géza’s activities aimed at 
establishing the conditions of founding a state. 
Using the source material the candidate refers to essential connections 
in his/her answer (e.g. Géza made peace with the Holy Roman 
Empire in order to defend the sovereignty of the country). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era II. 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions that Géza reigned in the 10th century, or that the 
meeting at Quedlinburg took place in 973, and mentions a 
geographical aspect of the topic (e.g. the areas occupied by the prince, 
the territories of the defeated chieftains, giving up the Vienna Basin, 
ensured the rule of the Árpád dynasty over the greater part of the 
Carpathian Basin).   

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate correctly uses the following general and topic-
specific terms: e.g. prince, Christianity, chieftain, peace.   

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information from the source and 
reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. a Hungarian 
delegation arrived at the Emperor Otto’s court, Géza did not appear in 
person, he did not contemplate submission), and makes an important 
statement in connection with this (e.g. Géza made peace with the 
Holy Roman Empire, asked for Christian missionaries, got a German 
wife for his son, preserved Hungarian sovereignty, this was linked to 
the end of the period of raids/incursions into Europe, the Hungarian 
tribes were between two great powers and had to establish good 
relations with one of them). 

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the activities of Prince Géza, and reveals 
the role of these in the preparation for the foundation of the state. 
C S/he mentions a fact in connection with Géza’s reign (e.g. he was a 
descendant of Árpád / head of Árpád’s tribe, his authority did not 
extend to the whole of the Carpathian Basin, he strove to increase his 
power), and makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
the submission of Western chieftains, his marriage to Sarolt also 
served the strengthening of his power as a prince, he appointed Vajk / 
István / Stephen as his successor, he recognised the importance of the 
Church as a partner in strengthening his authority, he married off his 
daughters according to the interests of the dynasty).  
C S/he mentions that Géza started the conversion of the country to 
Christianity and makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. he invited Christian missionaries into the country, this was a 
conscious political decision, he opened up towards Western 
Christianity, he himself still kept up Pagan customs as well, he had 
his son educated in the Christian faith, he considered the Church as an 
important political partner, this might have been linked to ending the 
period of raiding). 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

0–6 
[1 and 

4 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of accuracy 
or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
 
 
 
16. The Tatar invasion                               (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes the events of the Tatar invasion. 
In a concise answer, s/he outlines the reasons why the Tatar 
invasion was such a catastrophe. 
The analysis highlights those elements of Béla IV’s policy which 
were connected to this. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 
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Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions that the Tatar invasion took place in 1241/42, and 
the main battle was fought at Muhi.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms: e.g. king, Ta(r)tar, Cuman(ian), fortress. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that Béla IV took back estates that had been 
granted earlier / by his father, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. his aim was to strengthen royal power, 
the measures he took offended the baron’s interests, the barons did 
not give enough military support to the king). 
C S/he mentions a piece of essential information deduced from the 
map (e.g. the Mongol Empire extended over vast territories of 
Eastern and Central Asia, and it emerged in a very short time), and 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. Béla IV 
faced an enemy that greatly outnumbered him, it was Friar Julian 
who brought the news of the Tatar conquest, the Mongol Empire 
was a nomadic empire, it also aimed to conquer Eastern and 
Central Europe). 
C The candidate mentions the gist of Rogerius’ description (e.g. 
Kötöny was murdered), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the Cumans left the country, the royal 
military forces were further weakened, mentions a reason leading 
to or a circumstance of the specific conflict).  

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the events of the Tatar invasion and 
reveals the reasons leading to the catastrophe.  
C S/he mentions that the Hungarian army suffered a fatal defeat at 
Muhi, and makes an important statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the king fled, the Tatars surrounded the Hungarians, mentions 
the characteristics of nomadic warfare, the numerical and 
organisational superiority of the Tatar army.)  
C The candidate mentions an important element in the events of 
the Tatar invasion (e.g. stone fortresses resisted the Tatars, the 
Tatars crossed the Danube, the population fled to swampy / 
forested / mountainous areas), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the Tatars were mostly light cavalrymen, 
they did not bring seige engines with them, a significant part of the 
population perished, in the upper parts of Hungary [Felvidék] and 
in the Transdanubian region the devastation was less).   
C The candidate mentions that the Tatars left the country in 1242, 
and makes an important statement in connection with this (e.g. at 
that point their aim was not yet the final conquest of the country, a 
probable reason for this was the election of the new Supreme 
Khan).  
C Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition.  

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be given]
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Structure, 
clear 
language  

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the content. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 

 
 
 
 
 
17. Széchenyi’s economic program     (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes Széchenyi’s economic 
programme. 
Through the analysis of the source material, the candidate comes 
to essential conclusions (e.g. Széchenyi wanted to abolish the 
obstacles to free competition). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates the historical events in place and time. 
C She mentions that Széchenyi expounded his economic 
programme in the 1830s, and mentions a geographical aspect of 
the topic (Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire, the central 
role of Pest, England as the exemplary country).  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
historical terms appropriately: e.g. reform, bourgeois 
transformation , free competition, credit.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the source into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that Széchenyi wished to abolish guilds / 
monopolies / official price controls, and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. in this way, Széchenyi 
wished to make free competition possible). 

0-4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the main elements of Széchenyi’s 
economic programme, and reveals their reasons or aims. 
C The candidate mentions that Széchenyi wanted to create 
opportunities for giving credit, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. he would have abolished entailment / 
escheat, he would have enabled non-nobles to own land, this was 
all intended to modernise agriculture). 
 C The candidate points out that Széchenyi strove to develop 
transportation, and makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. he wished to make the issue of transportation a subject 
for parliamentary debate, he planned river regulation / road 
construction / railway building, and by doing all this he intended 
to develop industry as well).  

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be given] 
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Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK  24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
18. Budapest under the dual monarchy                                       (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes Budapest’s development under 
the dual monarchy. 
S/he points out the factors that constituted and characterised the 
development, and describes the role Budapest played in economic 
life. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate correctly locates the historical events in place and 
time. 
C S/he mentions the time frame of the dual monarchy (1867-
1918), or mentions the date of the city’s unification (1873), and 
refers to a geographical aspect of the topic (e.g. s/he points out that 
Budapest was brought into being by the unification of Pest, Buda 
and Óbuda, refers to the changes in the city’s structure, mentions 
Budapest’s position within the country). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. capital, millennium, (public) building 
works, (public) transportation. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions an important fact on the basis of the table (e.g. at 
the end of the century the majority of the inhabitants were not born 
in Budapest, in the first few decades of the period the ratio of 
people born in Budapest decreased) and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (many people moved to 
Budapest from the country, in this period the increase of 
Budapest’s population was significant, the population of Budapest 
grew faster than that of Hungary / that of towns in the country, 
those who moved to Budapest were mostly attracted by job 
opportunities). 
C The candidate mentions an important fact on the basis of the 
picture (e.g. the underground line was constructed, Andrássy út 
was built, construction works attracted the labour force into the 
capital), and makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the constructions were connected to the millennium 
celebrations, the underground line was unique on the Continent, 
workers were mostly poor peasants / navvies). 
C The candidate mentions an important fact based on the table  
(e.g. at the beginning of the century the number of / average height 

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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of buildings increased) and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this was accompanied by the 
geographical expansion of the city, this was due to the increase in 
the population and public building schemes, blocks of flats for rent 
were built in large numbers, larger buildings were built by 
capitalist entrepreneurs, lifts appeared, larger / more elegant flats 
were on the lower floors).  

Describing 
the reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the main factors that constituted and 
characterised Budapest’s development and economic significance, 
and points out what lay behind all this. 
C S/he mentions a fact in connection with public building schemes 
(e.g. public buildings were supervised by the Budapest Council of 
Public Works [Fővárosi Közmunkák Tanácsa, traditional styles / 
the eclectic style were/was cultivated in the period] or mentions 
two public buildings / public places which were built in the period 
(e.g. the Opera House, the Parliament, Heroes’ Square, the 
Vajdahunyad Castle) and makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. public construction works were carried out in a 
planned manner, they were connected to the establishment of a 
bourgeois state / with Budapest’s role as a capital / the millennium 
celebrations, they attracted labour to the capital). 
C The candidate mentions one fact in connection with the 
development of infrastructure which is not mentioned in the source 
(e.g. bridge-building, the construction of the embankments, the 
building of railway stations, drainage systems) and makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. thus transportation 
between Buda and Pest became easier, the embankments offered 
protection against floods, Budapest was the centre of the railway 
network, drinkable tap water was introduced, waste water was 
drained by sewers). 
C S/he mentions a fact in connection with Budapest’s economic 
role (e.g. many factories were built, the number of financial 
institutions increased significantly), and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. since the Reform Period, 
the city had been the economic centre of the country, Budapest 
was the centre of the processing industry / financial life). 
C Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition. 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be 
given] 

 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the content. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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19. Hungarians living beyond the borders           (short)  
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes the changes in the number of 
Hungarians living beyond the borders and the reasons for these 
changes.  
Through the analyses of the source material the candidate comes 
to essential conclusions (e.g. a significant number of Hungarians 
immigrated into Hungary from Romania). 

 
0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate correctly locates the topic under discussion in 
place and time. 
C S/he mentions that the change of regime took place in 1989/90 
/ that the events under discussion took place in the 1980s, and 
mentions at least two countries / regions with a significant 
Hungarian population. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C: The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. emigration, assimilation, minority. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate uses information from the sources in his/her 
answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that a significant number of immigrants arrived 
in Hungary from Romania / from the neighbouring countries and 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the 
immigrants were mostly of Hungarian ethnic origin, emigration 
reduced the size of Hungarian minorities). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the changes in the number of 
Hungarians living beyond the borders, and reveals the reasons for 
this process. 
C S/he mentions that the number (and proportion) of Hungarians 
living beyond the borders decreased in the 1980s, and makes an 
important statement in connection with this (e.g. the process 
started earlier, in some territories it was also due to low natural 
increase, emigration and assimilation were connected).  
C S/he mentions that in the neighbouring countries part of the 
Hungarian minority was assimilated (and this is still an ongoing 
process) and makes an important statement in connection with 
this (e.g. this is partly due to economic development / 
urbanisation / Communist dictatorships / mixed marriages, it is 
partly caused by the insufficient network of Hungarian schools, 
assimilation was also encouraged by the policy of the majority 
authorities). 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be given] 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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20. The Rákosi period         (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes the economic policy of the 
Rákosi period.  
S/he highlights the effects the economic policy had on everyday 
life. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates the historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions the timeframe of the Rákosi period (1948/49-
53/56) and refers to a geographical aspect of the topic (e.g. 
industrial towns / location of industrial regions). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
specific terms and expressions appropriately: e.g. industrialisation, 
collectivisation / agricultural collectivisation, planned economy, 
compulsory delivery. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
sources 

S In his/her answer the candidate uses information in the sources 
and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions an important fact based on the data in the table 
(e.g. prices rose, the price of foodstuffs increased at the greatest 
rate, compared to previous years, the increase in the price of goods 
accelerated) and makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. this resulted in a fall in the standard of living, this was 
the consequence of the decline in production).    
 C The candidate mentions one of the important elements of the 
source (e.g. Sztálinváros was built on the Soviet model, in the 
place of an earlier village, residential and public buildings were 
erected next to the factory), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e. g. in this period new towns and town 
districts emerged, industrialisation required labour force, some of 
the population moved from the country into the towns, building 
industrial towns required significant state investments).  
C The candidate mentions an important fact related to the picture 
(e.g. the police searched for foodstuffs, they checked whether 
produce was delivered as required), and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. peasants had to deliver their 
produce below market price, the propaganda blamed the 
difficulties in food supply on the peasants / kulaks, they strove to 
break land-owning peasants / force land-owning peasants to join 
cooperatives by using aggressive measures, in many cases even 
seed-corn was requisitioned).  

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the main characteristics of economic 
policy in the period, and highlights its background and 
consequences. 
C S/he mentions the essence of a planned economy (e.g. the 
amount to be produced in each branch was prescribed in advance 
in political directives) or the introduction of the first five-year 
plan, and makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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economic policy was directed by Ernő Gerő, they copied the 
Soviet example, in previous years nationalisation took place, the 
prescribed amounts were usually impossibly high / demand was 
not taken into consideration). 
C The candidate mentions a fact in connection with 
industrialisation (e.g. primarily heavy industry was developed, 
new mines were opened and factories were built) and makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. capital was 
withdrawn from agriculture / light industry, the country’s natural 
conditions were disregarded, the industry was out-of-date / 
inefficient, increasing military strength was an important target). 
C S/he refers to agricultural collectivisation, and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e. g. in spite of this, the majority 
of arable land remained in private ownership, they strove to break 
land-owning peasants / force land-owning peasants to join 
cooperatives by using aggressive measures, in cooperatives 
productivity decreased). 
C E. g. Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition. 
One answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 

 
Sources (texts, pictures, tables, graphs) appearing in the test booklet: 
7. Maps are from: tortenelemtanitas.hu (Miklós Szárai) 
9. Pictures A, B and C are from: A két világháború között. Magyarország története képekben II. [Between the 
two world wars. Hungarian history in pictures]. Ed. János Gyurgyák. Picture D is to be found in: Hétköznapi élet 
Horthy Miklós korában. [Everyday life under Miklós Horthy]. Ed. Gábor Gyáni. 
13. The picture is from stfrancis.clas.asu.edu 
16. The map is from: mozaweb 
18. The source of the data: Budapest története IV. [History of Budapest IV]. Ed. Károly Vörös.; the picture is 
from: varosliget.blogspot.hu 
20. The picture is from: Fénnyel írott történelem. Magyarország fotókrónikája 1845-2000. [History written with 
light. Hungary’s photo chronicles 1845-2000]. Ed. Katalin Jalsovszky – Ilona Balog Stemlerné. 
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