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Guide to the evaluation of written tasks 
 

The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 

1. Correct answer             

2. Missing part            √  

3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 

4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     

5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)              ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 

7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 

8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
 

Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the maximum number of points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 

Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 
points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 

Scoring 

Correct answer/ or part of an answer:             0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 

Incorrect answer:  0 points 

Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 

Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 

When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 

• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 

• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 0.5 points. 
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In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with 'e.g.')  

In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    

Extra points cannot be given. 

Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 

The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the frame curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 

The total points achieved in the short-answer tasks must be written in the appropriate 
boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved in the short-answer tasks is a round number, it 
should be written into the Total  box and copied, unchanged, into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box; 

- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the 
Total box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 
23.5 points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box. 

The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 

 

II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  

one short essay about world history,  

one short essay about Hungarian history,  

one long essay about Hungarian history.  

The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 
 

Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
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If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  

2. Evaluating the tasks 

When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  

a) understanding of the task 

b) skills, competencies and content that fulfil the requirements 

c) logical overall structure and accurate language  

The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 

a) Scoring of ‘understanding of the task’: 

When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 

• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 

• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the 
statements? 

• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, 
and did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for 
that task can only be 0 too.  
 

For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 

3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 

2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 

1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 

0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 

4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 

2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 

1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 

0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 

b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 

In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space, use of sources) a 
candidate has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required 
in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 

Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 

Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay 
tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an 
event are to be identified.  

If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the number of 
points given for skills and contents must be the same.  (E.g. in the case of short answer tasks 
only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place, Use of special 
vocabulary and Use of sources, and the same points can be awarded for  Location: era and 
place, Use of special vocabulary in longer, essay-type tasks.) 

If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be awarded 
because of the close connection between them (e.g. in the case of short tasks 1 or 4 points 
cannot be awarded for Description of factors influencing events, while in the case of longer 
questions 1 or 5 points cannot be awarded for Use of sources and 1 or 6 points cannot be 
awarded for Description of factors influencing events).  
As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 

Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 

1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 

0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 
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The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
location; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 

Scoring ‘Content’ (‘C’) 

2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several 
typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect.  

 

c) Scoring ‘structure and clear language’ 

For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 

2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 

1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and grave spelling mistakes. 

0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 
 

For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 

7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 

1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 

0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 

3. The length of compositions 

The ability to express ideas within the constraints of a set number of lines is an important 
writing skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 
lines (in the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
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4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

1. Study the key for the task. 

2. Study the evaluation guide above. 

3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 

4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 

5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 

6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  

7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  

8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. The total points achieved must be written 
in the appropriate boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the 
following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved is a round number, it should be written into 
the Total box and copied, unchanged, into the II. Achieved points rounded up box; 

- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the 
Total box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 
23.5 points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the II. Achieved 
points rounded up box. 

 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the (rounded up) scores of the first and second parts (I and II). 
 

Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 

Short essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

 

Long essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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I. SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 
1. Ancient Eastern civilisations  (1 point for each correct line total: 4 points) 
 

 TYPE OF WRITING 
OR PERSON 

COUNTRY, EMPIRE OR 
GEOGRAPHICAL UNIT 

a) Buddha India 

b) Cuneiform Sumer or Mesopotamia or Assyria or Old 
Babylonian Empire 

c) Hieroglyphs Egypt 

d) Hammurabi Old Babylonian Empire or Mesopotamia 

 
 

2. Feudal economy and society   (1 point for each correct item, total: 5 points) 

a) 11th-12th centuries 

b)  
    X 
forest 
pasture 
reeds 

 manor 
serf’s plot 
crop rotation 

 autumn crop 
spring crop 
fallow 

 
c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d)  plots/strips allocated to individual families (in fields used for three-course rotation) 

 
3. János Hunyadi (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 

a) long campaign 
b) battle/defeat at Várna 
c) siege/victory at Nándorfehérvár 

 
4. Reformation and Counter-Reformation  (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 
points) 
 
   People      Concepts 

b d g h   B D E H
 
 
 

 

forest/woodland 

building plot or yard or serf’s house or peasant dwelling/cottage 
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5. Hungarian history in the Early Modern Age (1 point for each correct item, total: 6 
points) 

a) hódoltság 
b) Kuruc 
c) Labanc 
d) confederation of estates 
e) dethroning or deposing   
f) Hajdú or hajduk or heyduck 
 

 
6. Emergence of the USA (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

Statements True False 

a)    X 

b)   X 

c)   X 

d)  X  

  
 
7. 1848 March revolution (Total: 4 points)  

a) Pest (0.5 points) 
b)  15th March, 1848 (0.5 points) 
c) The previous territorial integrity of the Hungarian Kingdom must be restored. 12.  
Feudal aristocratic privileges must be abolished. 4. (6. and 7. can also be accepted) 
Serfs must be liberated. 7. 
(Each choice–and-number combination: 1 point) 

 
8. Nazi Germany (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 

a) racial theory or racism or contempt for ‘races’ considered inferior 
b) The black musician’s features resembling a monkey symbolise the inferiority of the 
‘Negroid race’, or the Negro musician makes ‘degenerate music’. 
The star of David : anti-Semitism, or ‘degenerate culture’ emerged with the participation of 
Jews. (Any other correct answer is acceptable.) 
 

 
9. Hungary between the two world wars (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

a) 1941 b) 1918 c) 1920 d) 1928 e) 1921 f) 1944 g) 1941 h) 1944 
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10. Communist dictatorship (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

a) 
… is in the interest of the national economy, because it supplies important raw material or it 
will replace imports from capitalist countries, or the country must make arrangements for 
self-sufficiency. 
… can be domesticated in Hungary, because our natural environment makes this possible or 
adopting Soviet experience will eliminate difficulties, or a Socialist planned economy will 
overcome nature. 
b) 
… is uneconomical, because it requires excessive resources or it takes away arable land and 
investment from other, more lucrative crops, or it would be too expensive compared to 
importing cotton. 
… impossible, because in our natural environment the yield can only be small, or it would not 
usually yield a crop of worthwhile quality and quantity.  
 (Any other, essentially similar answer is acceptable.) 
 
 
11. Present day  (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 2 points) 

a)  
from the richest: Taiwan or South Korea or Kuwait 
from the poorest: Pakistan or Bangladesh 
 (Only in case of correct choice of both items: 0.5 points) 
b) 
economic reason: e.g. backward technical standards, a monoculture economy vulnerable to 
fluctuations in the world economy, mistaken economic policy, lack or insufficient amount of 
capital accumulation, foreign loans, misuse of aid; 
social reason: e.g. overpopulation, lack of education, predominantly agrarian population, 
divided societies, ethnic and religious conflicts: 
past: e.g.: the hindering effects of the tribal/clan traditions, ethnic and religious conflicts, 
colonial past, conservative, archaic conditions blocking the path of modernisation 
(Any other, essentially similar answer is acceptable.) 
 
 
12. Present-day Hungarian society (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 2 points) 

a) (Continuous) decrease 
b) (Continuous) increase 
c) A 
d) Decrease in the number of births (Falling birth-rate). 
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

13. Crisis of the Roman Republic         (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically deals with the symptoms of crisis in 
the Roman Republic. 
Using the sources the candidate draws conclusions.  

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place 
and time. 
C The candidate locates the first period of the republic’s 
crisis. 
S/he names the city of Rome as the main location of events.   

0–4 
[cannot 

be 
given: 1 
and 3] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate names and uses both general and topic-
specific historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-
specific concepts: state, republic, civil war, consul, senate, 
dictator, province, senatorial order, order of knighthood. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be 
given: 1 
and 3] 

Use of sources S The candidate incorporates the information from the 
sources into his/her answer and reaches conclusions based 
on it. 
C The candidate mentions that the extensive conquests 
transformed Roman political thinking as well as morals, and 
concludes that political solutions tending towards 
dictatorship replaced the republican state system which had 
become incapable of dealing with the problems.  

0–4 
[cannot 

be 
given: 1 
and 3] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events  

S The candidate describes the causes of events in the period 
of crisis defined in the task. 
C The candidate points out that the conquests of the empire 
multiplied the territory controlled by Rome, and points out 
that the new situation led to new social tensions (e.g. conflict 
between the senatorial order and the order of knighthood, the 
gradual ruin of the peasantry, masses of slaves). 
C The candidate mentions that defeats outside the republic 
(e.g. at the hands of Mithridates) made the organisation of a 
permanent mercenary army necessary, and points out the 
fact that the leader of the army also had the opportunity to 
gain stable political power by violating the republican state 
system.   

0–6 
[cannot 

be 
given: 1 
and 4] 

Structure, clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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14. Civil war in the USA         (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate analyses the causes of the outbreak of the war 
from social, economic, political and ideological points of 
view. Using the sources the candidate reaches conclusions. 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate locates the topic in place and time. 
C The candidate records the civil war’s timeframe (1861-65), 
and mentions the conflict between North and South.  

0–4
[cannot 

be given: 

1 and 3] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate names and uses both general and topic-
specific historical terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-
specific terms appropriately: state, slavery, civil war, human 
rights, plantation. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 

1 and 3] 

Use of sources 

S Information from the sources is incorporated into the 
exposition and the candidate reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he mentions the irreconcilable conflict between North 
and South in their perception of slavery and that this led to 
the disintegration of the  unity of the USA’. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 

1 and 3] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The answer describes the reasons why the conflict between 
North and South emerged.  
C S/he mentions the economic differences between North 
and South which developed historically (e.g. North: farm 
economy, industrialisation – South: plantations run by slave 
labour) and points out the social differences resulting from 
these (e.g. democratic North – aristocratic South). 
C The candidate mentions the differences between the South 
and North in their political attitude towards slavery and the 
integrity of the Union, and states that Southern racism ran 
counter to the Northern interpretation of the constitution. 

0–6 
[cannot 

be given: 

1 and 4] 

Structure, clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
 
15. King Matthias          (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understandi
ng of task 

The candidate basically concentrates on drawing a portrait of 
Matthias as a ruler. 
Using the supplementary materials the candidate comes to 
conclusions. 

0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate correctly locates historical events in place and 
time. 
C S/he specifies the dates of Matthias’ reign (1458-1490), and 
the following locations: the Hungarian Kingdom, Silesia, 
Vienna, Buda, Visegrád.

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 

1 and 3] 
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Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate names and uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms: state, politics, estates, Corvina, Renaissance, Humanism.  

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 

1 and 3] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information from the sources 
and reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he points out the difference between the opinions formed by 
the king’s contemporaries and by posterity, and concludes that 
his great achievements as a ruler have only been appreciated by 
posterity.  

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 

1 and 3] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the main features of Matthias’ reign. 
C S/he mentions any success achieved by Matthias in foreign 
policy during his reign and states that he expanded the country’ 
scope for action. 
C S/he mentions the factors that shaped his reign within the 
country (e.g. struggle against the influence of the nobles, 
Renaissance court, reforms of state organisation and finances) 
and states that he consolidated royal power and established 
domestic security.  

0–6 
[cannot 

be given: 

1 and 4] 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
 
16. Maria Theresa and Joseph II                                                                        (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate describes the similar and different features of 
the decrees concerning Hungary issued by the two rulers. 
With the analyses of the supplementary materials the candidate 
comes to essential conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate locates the reigns of the two rulers in place 
and time. 
C S/he specifies the dates of Maria Theresa and Joseph II’s 
reigns (1740-1780, 1780-1790) and mentions that the 
Hungarian Kingdom was part of the Habsburg Empire. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 3] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate names and uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-
specific terms: state, Absolutism, estates, diet, county, serf, 
privileges, constitution, enlightened absolutism, religious 
tolerance, language law, state language, socage regulation, 
educational policy. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 3] 

Use of sources 
S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources 
in his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C The candidate mentions the basic principles of Kaunitz’ 
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proposal (e.g. limitation of estates, plan to tax nobility, 
improving the situation of serfs so that they would be able to 
pay more tax) and states that all this implied conflicts with 
the Hungarian estates. 
C S/he mentions one of the aims of Ratio Educationis (e.g. 
virtues, enhancing talents, educating law-abiding people), 
and states that Maria Theresa’s decree considers its primary 
aim to educate useful subjects, or that the ideas of the 
Enlightenment are reflected in the decree or that this decree 
was the first comprehensive regulation of education in 
Hungary. 
C The candidate mentions the content of Joseph II’s proposal 
on the counties (e.g. centralisation replacing considerable 
autonomy), and states that in the king’s opinion counties 
hinder the effective management of the centralised empire 
/absolute government.  

0–8 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 5] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals the most important reasons which 
determined the policies of the two rulers.  
C The candidate refers to the conflicts of the great powers in 
the 18th century, and states that the modernisation of the 
empire was essential if Austria wanted to maintain her 
position in the contest among great powers. 
C The candidate mentions other decrees by the two rulers 
(e.g. decrees on serf regulation, on language, and on 
religious tolerance), and states that these decrees were 
conceived in the spirit of the Enlightenment and served the 
modernisation of the empire. 
C The candidate mentions the fact that Hungary was 
underdeveloped (e.g. social structure, institutions, erudition), 
and points out that the decrees of the two rulers contributed 
to the progress of the country; at the same time, however, as 
they limited its independence. 
C The candidate describes the different personalities and  
situations of the two rulers, and points out that this resulted 
in Maria Theresa’s more carefully considered policy in 
Hungary, while Joseph II’s rule was a failure. 

0–10 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 6] 

 

Structure, clear 
language  

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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17. The 1848-49 revolution and war of independence    (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding of 
task 

The candidate describes the circumstances under which the 
Hungarian army was established. Through the analysis of 
the supplementary materials the candidate comes to 
conclusions. 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate locates the topic in place and time. 
C S/he states that the Hungarian war of independence was 
crushed in 1849. Hungary was then part of the Habsburg 
Empire. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 3] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific 
historical terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-
specific historical terms: great power, independence, foreign 
policy, army, balance of power, Holy Alliance.  

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 3] 

Use of sources S The candidate incorporates the information in the 
supplementary materials into his/her answer and reaches 
conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that if the great powers had remained 
neutral, Hungarian military successes over the Austrian 
army could have made Hungarian independence possible 
and concludes that this did not come about because in this 
period Austria as a great power was still part of the 
European balance of power . 

0-4 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 3] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The answer describes the conditions which determined the 
way in which the Hungarian army was established. 
C The candidate mentions that the foreign policy priorities 
of the European great powers decisively determined the fate 
of the Hungarian war of independence and states that the 
interests of the two leading powers of the Continent (Great 
Britain and Russia) required the Habsburg Empire to retain 
its status as a great power or s/he concludes that the 
emergence of an independent Hungary breaking away from 
the empire was unacceptable for Great Britain and Russia. 
 C The candidate mentions that Russia (at the request of the 
Habsburg ruler) sent a vast army to defeat the Hungarian 
war of independence, and states that the Russian Empire 
intervened in order to defend the European order of the Holy 
Alliance and to enhance her own prestige or mentions some 
other foreign aspect of the defeat of the Hungarian war of 
independence (e.g. attempts by Hungarian foreign policy to 
gain foreign alliances, Austria’s insistence on a military 
solution), and states that  the emergence of an independent 
Hungary could not have been achieved in the period. 

0–6 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 4] 

Structure, clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK  24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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18. Nationalities under the Dual Monarchy                                                        (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically attempts to describe the situation of the 
national minorities. S/he discusses the topic within the 
framework set by the period of the Compromise and the Dual 
Monarchy. S/he refers to the historical events preceding the 
problems. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate correctly locates in place and time the topic 
under discussion. 
C S/he states the period of the Dual Monarchy: 1867-1918. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be 
given: 1 
and 3]

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms: national state, state language, nation, national/ethnic 
group, liberalism, compromise, nationality law, emigration, 
assimilation, public education. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be 
given: 1 
and 3] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources 
into his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that national minorities constituted the 
majority of the country’s population, and states that –  
although their number increased – their overall proportion 
decreased under the Dual Monarchy. 
C The candidate analyses the ethnic composition of 
emigrants, and states that in relation to their overall 
proportion within the population ethnic groups (Slovaks, 
Germans, Ruthenians) were more affected by emigration.  
C The candidate mentions that within ethnic groups, except 
for German, the level of literacy is lower compared to the 
Hungarian, and states that this is all connected to their belated 
modernisation. 

0–8 
[cannot 

be 
given: 1 
and 5] 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the important features which 
determine life as being part of an ethnic minority.  
C The candidate points out that the compromise did not 
acknowledge national minorities as independent political 
nations within Hungary, and states that the question of 
nationalities was one of the most serious problems in the 
period of the Dual Monarchy. 
C The candidate mentions the spontaneous process of 
assimilation and its consequences and states that ethnic 
communities living in one block were less affected by 
assimilation. 
C The candidate mentions that in the previous period the 
social structure of the majority of large ethnic groups was 
incomplete, and points out that as a result social processes 
tending towards modernisation also began late among them in 
the period of the Dual Monarchy. 
C The candidate mentions that the cultural upheaval of the 
period of the Dual Monarchy (e.g. law on public education) also 
raised the level of erudition of ethnic minority societies, and 
states that they were still unable to make up for earlier slow 
development, or that government policy favoured education in 
Hungarian.   

0–10 
[cannot 

be 
given: 1 
and 6] 

 

Structure, 
clear language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 

 
 
19. The 1956 revolution and freedom fight                              (short)  

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding of 
task 

The candidate focuses on the causes of the revolution and its 
programmes (aims). With the analyses of the supplementary 
materials the candidate comes to conclusions. 

 
0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates the topic in place and time. 
C The revolution on 23rd October 1956 broke out in 
Budapest, or in the Fifties Hungary was part of the Eastern 
block. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 3] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate names and uses both general and topic-
specific historical terminology correctly. 
C: The candidate uses the following general and topic- 
specific terms: democracy, party state, party, revolution, 
dictatorship, the Fifties, personality cult.  

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 3] 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate uses information from the sources in his/her 
answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he interprets the slogans of the demonstrators, and 
points out that the people demanded the abolition of the 
party state dictatorship and the establishment of democratic 
conditions. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 3] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the factors determining the aims 
of the revolution. 
C The candidate points out that after 1945 Hungary was a 
satellite of the Soviet Union, and states that changes in 
Hungary were closely connected to changes taking place in 
the USSR after Stalin’s death. 
C The candidate points out that the grievances of Hungarian 
society were rooted in the Soviet occupation and the party 
state dictatorship, and states that as a result the main aims of 
the revolution could be grouped around independence, 
multi-party democracy and human rights. 

0–6 
[cannot 

be given: 
1 and 4] 

Structure, clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
 
20. The Horthy era            (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on the process of consolidation in the 
20’s. S/he includes social-political processes and the 
stabilisation of economy. With the analyses of the 
supplementary materials the candidate refers to essential 
connections. 

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate locates the phenomena in place and time. 
C S/he marks out the first government of Pál Teleki and 
István Bethlen’s premiership as the period of consolidation 
(1920-1931). The location: Post-Trianon Hungary. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be 
given: 
1 and 

3]

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate names and uses both general and topic-
specific historical terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
specific terms and expressions:  state, limited parliamentary 
system, suffrage/franchise, land reform, regent, numerus 
clausus, social insurance. 

0–4 
[cannot 

be 
given: 
1 and 

3] 

Use of sources S In his/her answer the candidate uses information in the 
sources and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C The candidate points out that the land reform resulted in the 
establishment of dwarf holdings and states that the primary 
aim of the law was to provide hundreds of thousands of 
families with land and livelihood. 

0–8 
[cannot 

be 
given: 
1 and 

5] 
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C The candidate describes the main features of the ‘Police 
Law’ and the electoral system, and states that by these 
measures the counter-revolutionary system tried to set up 
long-term obstacles to any possibility of change.    
C The candidate mentions the gist of the Bethlen-Peyer Pact, 
and states that by establishing a framework for the activities of 
trade unions the agreement contributed to the easing of social 
tensions.    

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate reveals the most important factors which 
determined the process of consolidation. 
C The candidate mentions the economic-political measures 
taken in the 20’s (loan by the League of Nations, 
establishment of the Hungarian National Bank, introduction of 
the Pengő) and states that economic consolidation was 
connected to Prime Minister István Bethlen.  
C The candidate shows that the counter-revolutionary system 
emerged as a negation of revolutions, and states that important 
elements of the government’s official policy (e.g. limitation of 
franchise, government could not be displaced, banning 
extremist movements) were rooted in this. 
C The candidate mentions the disproportion in the ownership 
of land, the unsolved question of workers, and points out that 
the main steps of the system’s conservative reform politics 
(e.g. land reform, pact, social insurance) result from these or 
mentions the measures taken to expand the country’s scope 
for action abroad (e.g. deposing the Habsburgs, membership 
in the League of Nations, opening to Italy and Yugoslavia), 
and states that the government chose the policy of pacification 
and integration in foreign affairs. 
C Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition. 

0–10 
[cannot 

be 
given: 
1 and 

6] 

Structure, clear 
language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
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