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Guide to the evaluation of written tasks 
 

The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 

1. Correct answer             

2. Missing part            √  

3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 

4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     

5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)              ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 

7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 

8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
 

Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the maximum number of points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 

Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 
points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 

Scoring 

Correct answer/ or part of an answer:             0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 

Incorrect answer:  0 points 

Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 

Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 

When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 

• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 

• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 0.5 points. 
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In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with 'e.g.')  

In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    

Extra points cannot be given. 

Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 

The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the frame curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 

The total points achieved in the short-answer tasks must be written in the appropriate 
boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved in the short-answer tasks is a round number, it 
should be written into the Total  box and copied, unchanged, into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box; 

- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the 
Total box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 
23.5 points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box. 

The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

1. Choosing the right tasks 

 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  

one short essay about world history,  

one short essay about Hungarian history,  

one long essay about Hungarian history.  

The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 

 

Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
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If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  

2. Evaluating the tasks 

When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  

a) understanding of the task 

b) skills, competencies and content that fulfil the requirements 

c) logical overall structure and accurate language  

The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 

 

a) Scoring of ‘understanding of the task’: 

When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 

• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 

• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the 
statements? 

• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, 
and did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for 
that task can only be 0 too.  

For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 

3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 

2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 

1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 

0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 

4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 

2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 

1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 

0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 

b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 

In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space, use of sources) a 
candidate has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required 
in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 

Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 

Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay 
tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an 
event are to be identified.  

If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the number of 
points given for skills and contents must be the same.  (E.g. in the case of short answer tasks 
only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place, Use of special 
vocabulary and Use of sources, and the same points can be awarded for  Location: era and 
place, Use of special vocabulary in longer, essay-type tasks.) 

If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be awarded 
because of the close connection between them (e.g. in the case of short tasks 1 or 4 points 
cannot be awarded for Description of factors influencing events, while in the case of longer 
questions 1 or 5 points cannot be awarded for Use of sources and 1 or 6 points cannot be 
awarded for Description of factors influencing events).  

As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 

Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 

1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 

0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 
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The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
location; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 

Scoring ‘Content’ (‘C’) 

2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several 
typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect.  

 

c) Scoring ‘structure and clear language’ 

For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 

2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 

1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and grave spelling mistakes. 

0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 

For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 

7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 

1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 

0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 

3. The length of compositions 

The ability to express ideas within the constraints of a set number of lines is an important 
writing skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 
lines (in the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
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4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

1. Study the key for the task. 

2. Study the evaluation guide above. 

3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 

4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 

5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 

6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  

7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  

8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. The total points achieved must be written 
in the appropriate boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the 
following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved is a round number, it should be written into 
the Total box and copied, unchanged, into the II. Achieved points rounded up box; 

- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the 
Total box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 
23.5 points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the II. Achieved 
points rounded up box. 

 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the (rounded up) scores of the first and second parts (I and II). 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 

Short essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

Long essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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I. Short answer tasks 
 
1. Religions which emerged in the ancient world (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 
points) 
a) Jesus Christ 
b) Buddha 
c) Moses 
 
2. Ottoman conquest (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

Description of territory or city 
 

Number of territory or city in the 
map 

a) The Ottoman ruler was able to assume the title of 
the main Muslim religious leader after the conquest 
of this city. 

4. 

b) This city is the third sacred place of Islam, but at 
the same time it has fundamental significance for 
Christianity and Judaism as well. 

3. 

c) With the conquest of this city the Eastern Roman 
Empire ceased to exist.  

2. 

d) The Romanian satellite state of the Ottoman 
Empire, which was previously a Hungarian and 
Polish vassal state as well.  

6. 

 
3. The culture of medieval Hungary (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) C 
b) Visegrád 
c) Gothic (style) 
d) Romanesque (style) 
 
4. Early modern colonisation (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  

Statements 
 

Name of colonial 
power 

a) Its colonies included the territories of the Aztec and Incan 
empires, which it had conquered. 

Spain 

b) Its sphere of interest was outlined by a treaty concluded 
with its main rival at the end of the 15th century. Its colonies 
were situated to the east of the line drawn up then. 

Portugal 

c) Its colony in the American continent was established as a 
continuation of its expansion in Asia.  

Russia 

d) Its colonies were partly populated by persecuted 
Protestant minorities. 

England 

 
5. Hungary in the 18th century (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) 2. 
b) 3. 
c) 1. 
d) 2. 
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6. Industrial revolutions (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
Areas At the time of the first 

industrial revolution 
At the time of the second 

industrial revolution 
a) Development, invention artisans/lone inventors scientists/laboratories/research 

groups 
b) Engines steam-engine internal-combustion engine 
c) The initial leading sectors 
of industry 

textile industry/light industry heavy industry/metal-working 

(Any other, essentially similar answers are also acceptable, and other correct answers related 
to the sources are acceptable as well)  
 

7. Hungary in the Reform period (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
a) censorship 
b) freedom of the press / freedom of speech / right to free expression of opinion 
c) parliament / estates general/ legislation/legislative power/ diet 
d) 1848 
  

8. Nazi Germany (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) It was a means of ensuring occupation / subsistence for the unemployed. 
b) This resulted in the abolition of trade unions / strikes ceased / employers and employees 
belonged to the same organization. 
c) They wore military uniforms / it was a military-type organization. 
(Any other, essentially similar answer is also acceptable.) 
 

9. Hungarian foreign politics in 1932-33 (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) 2. 
b) 3. 
c) 1. 
d) 2. 
 

10.  Hungary after WWII (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
Letter of 
source 

Year that can be linked to the 
source 

a) 1956 
b) 1989 
c) 1945 
d) 1952 

 
11. The European Union (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  

European Commission European Parliament Council of the European Union 
(Council) 

a)  d) b) c) 

12. The situation of the Hungarian Roma (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
Statement True False

a) The majority of the respondents would accept a gypsy colleague. X  
b) More people would accept a gypsy family member than a gypsy 
neighbour. 

 X 

c) Gypsies are the only investigated group which more people would refuse 
than would accept as neighbours. 

 X 

d) The data contained in the diagram support the hypothesis that the gypsies 
are often victims of discrimination. 

X  
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

13. Medieval Church and culture (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Under-
standing of 
task 

The candidate basically describes the role of the medieval Church in 
everyday life. 
With the analysis of the source the essay refers to essential 
connections (e.g. church music/illuminated manuscripts). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate mentions the fact that the phenomena described 
were characteristic of Europe between the 5th and 15th centuries. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given]

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
concepts: e.g. Church, priest, monastery, manuscript. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information from the source into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C E.g. The candidate makes an essential comment in connection 
with the picture (e.g. the notes of the music were written down / 
differences from modern musical notation / decorated/illuminated 
initials / text in Latin) and makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. the role of music was significant in the Church / in 
liturgy, describes Gregorian music, books were copied by monks, 
the language of culture / the Church was Latin, parchment as raw 
material, defines the concept of the manuscript). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind events  

S The candidate describes the role of the medieval Church in 
culture, and reveals the role it played in education and written 
records. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that education was provided by 
ecclesiastical people / institutions, and makes an important statement 
in connection with this (e.g. monastic / chapter schools, universities 
with papal permission / ecclesiastical teachers, Latin as the lingua 
franca, ensuring the supply of priests, maintaining cultural heritage). 
C E.g. the candidate mentions the outstanding significance of the 
Church with regard to written records (e.g. literacy was almost 
exclusively restricted to priests, literacy was maintained by the 
church), and  makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the development of Carolingian minuscule, the central 
importance of the Bible, the preservation of the culture of antiquity, 
the predominance of Latin, copying books in monasteries, 
parchment as raw material, defines the concept of the manuscript). 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria.  

0–6 
[1 and 4 

cannot be 
given 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of accuracy 
or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 

MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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14. Ethnic issues after WWI                                                              (short)    
Criteria Skills and content Points

Under-
standing of 
task 

The candidate basically describes the ethnic implications of the 
treaties signed near Paris. 
Using the source material the candidate refers to essential 
connections in his/her answer (e.g. the connections between large 
minority groups and ethnic conflicts). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate mentions that the peace conference began in 1919 
or the peace treaties were concluded in 1919-20, and mentions a 
territorial aspect of the topic (e.g. the Hungarian population of 
Hungary’s neighbouring countries, Poland’s Ukrainian minority, 
Poles living in German / Russian territories, Germans living in 
several countries).  

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. peace(treaty), ethnic group, minority, 
border. 

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
sources 

S Information from the source is incorporated into the exposition 
and the candidate reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he points out one important fact based on the source material 
(e.g. the largest ethnic group living outside its mother country was 
the German one, almost one third of Hungarians lived outside the 
Hungarian borders, the total number of members of minorities 
exceeded 10 million), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this  (e.g. ethnic issues were not necessarily taken 
into account when the borders were drawn, the principle of 
national autonomy was not put into practice in several places, 
multi-national states / ethnically mixed territories were 
established). 

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the ethnic consequences of the treaties 
concluding WWI, and highlights the situation of minorities.  
C S/he mentions a fact in relation to the geographical aspects of 
the treaties concluding WWI (e.g. new states emerged in the 
region, the demands of the victors were taken into consideration, 
France dictated the conditions, the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy 
had previously disintegrated), and makes an important statement in 
connection with this (e.g. in various states there were many 
national groups constituting one state, in some states ethnic 
differences were combined with religious / cultural differences, 
some territories were ethnically mixed, multinational states 
emerged). 
C The candidate mentions an important fact in relation to the issue 
of protecting minorities (e.g. the peace treaties / the founding 
document of the League of Nations included the maintenance of 
minority rights), and points out that in spite of this minority rights 
were violated. 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

0–6 
[1 and 

4 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
15. The battle of Mohács     (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes the armies that took part in the 
battle of Mohács and the reasons for the Hungarian defeat. 
Using the source material the candidate refers to essential connections 
in his/her answer (e.g. the battle was won principally by the Turkish 
artillery and the disciplined Janissaries). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and era  

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions that the battle of Mohács took place in 1526, and 
refers to the location (e.g. the proximity of the Danube, marshland, 
Turkish troops on the hillside, Hungarian royal troops in the valley) or 
the territorial aspects of the two states (e.g. the loss of 
Nándorfehérvár, the collapse of the system of border fortresses, the 
disappearance of buffer states, the much greater expansion of the 
Ottoman Empire).   

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate correctly uses the following general and topic-
specific terms: e.g. king, sultan, banderia, noble, mercenary, spahi, 
janissary.  

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information from the source and 
reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he mentions the decisive moments of the battle (e.g. the strength 
of the Turkish artillery, the firearms / discipline of the janissaries), 
and makes an important statement in connection with this (e.g. the 
Turkish military force was superior, the janissaries were mercenary 
infantrymen, the Ottoman empire could mobilize far greater material 
resources). 

0–4 
[1 and 

3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the opposing armies and reveals the 
reasons for the Hungarian defeat. 
C S/he points out one significant characteristic of the Hungarian royal 
army (e.g. its main corps was heavy cavalry, it was basically 
constituted of noble banderias, it included a significant force of 
mercenary infantry), and makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. the heavy cavalry could not be decisive in the battle, 
banderias were less disciplined / trained, they were outnumbered). 
C S/he mentions one significant characteristic of the Turkish army 
(e.g. it outnumbered the Hungarian forces, its artillery was significant, 
the janissary infantry / spahi cavalry was an important corps) and 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. spahis 
received land in return for service, the Ottoman empire was more 
populous / had greater revenues, the janissaries were paid 
infantrymen, the Turkish artillery was disciplined / trained). 

0–6 
[1 and 

4 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of accuracy 
or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
16. Church organization in Hungary                                (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Under-
standing 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the conversion to Christianity and 
the organization of the Church at the time of Prince Géza and Saint 
Stephen. 
S/he outlines the most important steps of Church organization. 
The analysis highlights the importance of conversion to Christianity. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions the dates of Saint Stephen’s reign (997/1000/1001-
1038) and refers to the fact that the centre of the Hungarian Christian 
Church became Esztergom. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
special 
vocab-
ulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific terms: 
e.g. Christian(ity), Church, monastery, bishop(ric), tithe. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources into his/her 
answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions one important aspect of the source (e.g. according to 
the source Géza took forceful measures against pagans, he, however, 
also retained pagan customs), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. for Géza, conversion to Christianity was a 
political issue, by converting to Christianity he reinforced his power as 
prince). 
C S/he mentions at least two measures of Stephen referred to in the 
source (Mass on Sunday, working was forbidden on Sunday, observing 
Lent), and makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. in 
this way he obliged his subjects to follow the Christian religion, he 
spread Christianity / drove back paganism with the force of the law). 
C The candidate mentions an important fact on the basis of the source 
material (e.g. the monastery was not under the bishop’s / lay authority, 
it received the privileges of Monte Cassino) and makes an important 
statement in connection with this (e.g. this led to the Benedictines 
settling in Hungary, the Abbey of Pannonhalma was established.).  

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be given] 

Describ-
ing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the measures taken by Géza and Saint 
Stephen, and points out their significance.  
C S/he mentions that Géza took on Western Christianity, and makes an 
important statement in connection with this (e.g. by doing this he 
linked the country to Western culture, which meant forming an alliance 
with the Holy Roman emperor, missionaries came to Hungary from 

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be given]
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German territory, this was directed against the heads of clans who 
followed Eastern Christianity, he had his son baptised.)  
C The candidate mentions that Stephen established dioceses 
(archbishoprics, bishoprics), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this could happen after his coronation with 
the royal crown, the Hungarian church was independent of the German 
one, the work of the bishops was assisted by chapters).   
C The candidate mentions at least two further measures affecting the 
church (e.g. land donations, the introduction of the tithe, ordering 
church-building) and makes an important statement in connection with 
this (e.g. by this Stephen established the financial basis for the 
functioning of the church, the network of parishes was established).  
C Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the candidate 
completes and supports his/her exposition.  
 The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

Struct-
ure, clear 
language  

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the content. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good analytical 
skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 

 
 17. Settling the Swabians   (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes the role and interests of the 
court in the process of repopulation. 
Through the analysis of the source material the candidate comes 
to essential conclusions (e.g. the Swabians were brought in not 
only for economic but also for political reasons). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates the historical events in place and time. 
C She mentions that the settling took place (from the end of the 
17th century) in the 18th century, and the settlers came to the 
territories which used to be under Ottoman rule, or mentions 
some new German / Swabian areas of settlement (e.g. around 
Buda, the uplands above Balaton, South Transdanubia, Bácska, 
Bánság)  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
historical terms appropriately: e.g. territories under Turkish 
occupation, settling/settlement, Catholic, serf.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the source into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions some concessions asked for on behalf of the 
settlers (exemption from tax and conscription), and makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. settling was 

0-4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 
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organized, the interest of the court and land owners coincided, as 
a result settling was successful) or mentions some further perks 
also (houses constructed, tools, animals).  

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the role of the court in the process of 
settlement, and reveals its vested interests. 
C The candidate mentions that the court’s intentions were to 
increase tax revenue, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the ousting of the Turks cost a vast 
amount of money, the territory which used to be under Turkish 
occupation had been depopulated, the German settlers brought 
better-developed methods of production with themselves, this 
coincided with the interests of the landlords). 
 C The candidate points out that the court primarily supported the 
settling of Catholics, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. however, it maintained some religious 
tolerance, mainly towards the German settlers; this was done for 
political reasons).  
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be given] 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK  24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
18. The 1848/49 War of Independence                                                      (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes the first period of the 1848/49 
War of Independence, which lasted until October 1848. 
S/he outlines the main military and political events. 
S/he highlights the events leading up to the outbreak of the war of 
independence. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate correctly locates the historical events in place and 
time. 
C S/he mentions that the first significant victory of the war of 
independence took place on September 29, 1848, at Pákozd, and 
refers to the fact that Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. war of independence, Hungarian 
army/honvéd, government, battle. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions the immediate political cause that led to the 
outbreak of the war of independence on the basis of the source 
(e.g. the Viennese court wanted to abolish Hungarian 
independence, wanted to subjugate the country to the Austrian 
government) and makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (this would have meant the nullification of one of the 
significant achievements of the revolution / the partial withdrawal 
of the April laws, and as such was unacceptable to the Hungarian 
government). 
C The candidate mentions an important element of the source (e.g. 
Kossuth set out on a recruiting tour, volunteers were recruited into 
the Hungarian army), and points out that this happened as a result 
of the attack led by Jelacic. 
C The candidate mentions that the role of the government was 
taken over by the National Defence Committee headed by 
Kossuth, and makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. this was a parliamentary committee, the measure was brought 
about by the state of war, the measure was supposed to be 
temporary, in this way Kossuth became the political leader of the 
war of independence).  

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
the reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the most important military and political 
events, and points out their significance and background. 
C S/he mentions the resignation / disintegration of the Batthyány 
government, and makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e.g. this was the result of the issue of the memorandum / 
Jelacic’s appointment, Batthyány stayed temporarily in office for a 
while, Batthány / certain members of the government withdrew 
from public life). 
C The candidate points out that the Hungarian army defeated 
Jelacic’s army at Pákozd, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the army of the Croatian Ban advanced 
towards Pest in Transdanubia, a popular uprising broke out against 
the invading army, Jelacic was set against the Hungarians by the 
court, Jelacic fled towards Vienna, the leader of the Hungarian 
army was János Móga). 
C S/he mentions the defeat (at Schwechat) after crossing the 
border, and makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. there was a disagreement in the Hungarian leadership about 
whether to invade Austria or not, as a result of the Hungarian 
army’s hesitation it was not possible to form a united front with 
the Viennese revolution, the victorious commander was 
Windischgrätz). 
C E. g. Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition. 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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Structure, 
clear 
language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the content. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 

 
19. The Rákosi period                               (short)  

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes the propaganda which served 
to glorify the Soviet Union in the Rákosi period.  
Through the analyses of the source material the candidate comes 
to essential conclusions (e.g. the propaganda celebrated the 
Soviet Union as Hungary’s liberator). 

 
0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate correctly locates the topic under discussion in 
place and time. 
C S/he mentions the time frame of the Rákosi period (1948/49-
53/56), and refers to the fact that Hungary was part of the Soviet 
block. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C: The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. propaganda, liberation / occupations, 
education / culture, cult / ideology. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate uses information from the sources in his/her 
answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he points out an element of the poster (e.g. the caption of the 
poster / the Statue of Liberty refers to the liberation from German 
occupation / from World War II, the flags represent Soviet-
Hungarian friendship), and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the Soviet occupation was depicted in a 
positive light by the propaganda, which strove to express 
gratitude to the Soviet Union/Soviet army, April 4 was a 
holiday). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the components of the propaganda 
glorifying the Soviet Union and the Soviet pattern, and highlights 
their background. 
C S/he mentions that Stalin was surrounded by a personality cult, 
and brings an example to illustrate this (e.g. statues, portraits, 
celebrating his birthday) or makes a relevant statement in 
connection with the content of the cult (e.g. Stalin was celebrated 
as the wise leader / revered teacher / defender of peace) or points 
out that the personality cult was created around Rákosi as well.  
C S/he mentions an example of how the imitation of the Soviet 
pattern featured in culture / education (e.g. the mandatory study 
of Russian as a foreign language, the promotion of books by 
Soviet authors, the increased importance of teaching Soviet 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be given] 
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history / literature, the use of Soviet course books, celebrating the 
anniversary of the Bolshevik takeover of power) and makes an 
important statement in connection with this (e.g. the superiority 
of Soviet culture was emphasised, attempt at making Bolshevik 
ideology / Socialist Realist style familiar / acceptable). 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
20. The Bethlen consolidation        (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes the main elements of the 
economic consolidation.  
In a concise answer, the candidate describes the changes in 
financial policies. 
The analysis outlines the measures promoting changes in the 
economic structure. 
 In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates the historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions that István Bethlen was prime minister between 
1921 and 1931 / the consolidation took place in the 1920s, and 
mentions a geographical/territorial aspect of the topic (e.g. post-
Trianon Hungary, hostile neighbours, Little Entente, League of 
Nations). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
specific terms and expressions appropriately: e.g. consolidation, 
tariffs/customs duties, inflation, loan, National Bank.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of 
sources 

S In his/her answer the candidate uses information in the sources 
and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions an essential difference between the two 
banknotes (e.g. Korona and Pengő, the significantly lower 
denomination of the latter note, one was issued by the minister of 
finance and the other by the National Bank), and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. a new / national currency 
was introduced, inflation was halted, inflation was caused by the 
government’s excessive issue of money, the National Bank was 
established).    
 C The candidate mentions the fall in the production of the three 
branches of industry, and makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e. g. the branches of heavy industry faced shortages of 
raw materials, all three branches were ‘oversized’, export 
possibilities became limited, as a result of the war consumption 
fell).  
C The candidate mentions the different tariffs (e.g. high duty rates 
on light / food industry products, duty-free imports of raw 

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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materials), and makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the government used protective tariffs in order to help light 
industry / the food industry, there was a shortage of raw materials).  

Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the main elements of Bethlen’s 
economic and financial consolidation. 
C S/he mentions an important financial problem or monetary-
policy measure (e.g. there was dire inflation, the Pengő was 
introduced, the Hungarian National Bank was established) and 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. inflation 
hindered economic recovery, the government’s excessive issue of 
money led to inflation, the inflated Korona ceased to be legal 
tender, the Hungarian National Bank functioned as a central bank).   
C The candidate mentions that Hungary was granted a loan from 
the League of Nations, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this also meant diplomatic recognition, it 
was conditional upon the halting of inflation, meant the 
supervision of the budget, this offered the possibility of developing 
light industry / transportation / tourism, some of the loan was spent 
on welfare measures, a significant part was provided by Great 
Britain).  
C S/he mentions the change in the economic structure, and makes 
a relevant statement in connection with this (e. g. this was 
prompted by the Trianon borders / the cutting off of the sources of 
raw materials / disintegration of the imperial market; it meant the 
development of light industry / infrastructure).  
C E. g. Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition.  
One answer cannot be evaluated under two different content 
criteria. 

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 

 
 
Sources (texts, pictures, tables, graphs) appearing in the test booklet: 
Question 3. wikipedia.org, panoramio.com, commons.wikimedia.org, History II by Miklós Száray, 
muvtor.btk.ppke.hu, osijano.com  
Question 6. www.theguardian.com, science.williams.edu, commons.wikimedia.org, www.lookandlearn.com, 
archhistdaily.wordpress.com, learnlearn.net 
Question 8. www.berlin.de, commons.wikimedia.org  
Question 10. kony.network.hu, lici-hicetnunc.blogspot.com 
Question 12. Source of the diagram: Xenophobia and Discrimination in Hungary Today, by Bori Simonovits – 
Boglárka Szalai. Magyar Tudomány 2013/03 
 Question 13. commons.wikimedia.org 
Question 19. retronom.hu 
Question 20. hu.wikipedia.org, History of Hungary in the 20th Century by Ignác Romsics  
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