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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
 
1. Correct answer          

2. Missing part        √  

3. Not closely connected to topic      [    ] 

4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)   

5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                         

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)          ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 

7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)             ………… 

8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined) 

 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the number of maximum 

points that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the 
candidate in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 

points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 

 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be 

accepted. 
 

Scoring 
 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer: 0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:   0 points 
Missing answer:   0 points 

 

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 
3.5 should be left as 3.5. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can be 
awarded 1 point, 
• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can be 
rewarded with 0.5 points. 
 
In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with 'E.g.') 
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In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written. 

Extra points cannot be given. 

Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 

The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the national curricula 
can only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 

The total score for short-answer tasks must be entered into the appropriate boxes in the 
summary tables on the last page of both exam booklets: 

- if the total is a round number, it must be entered into the Total box and again into 
the I. Achieved points rounded up box; 

- if the total is not a round number, it must be entered into the Total box, and after 
rounding up according to the rules of mathematics (e.g. 23.5 points will be 
rounded up to 24) into the I. Achieved points rounded up box as well. 

The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 

Altogether four tasks can be evaluated: 
two short and two long essays, which must all be about different periods, with at least 

two of them dealing with Hungarian history, and at least one with world history. 
 

Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 
 

If the candidate chose four tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right 
essay length or period, etc. 

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task (or those two or three tasks) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the 
highest number of points to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than four tasks, but his or her final choice of 
tasks is not indicated properly, and there are four tasks that were chosen correctly, then the 
task that comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that 
were correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 16, 17, 20. or 14, 16, 17, 20. 

If the candidate starts working on more than four tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least 
four tasks correctly, then those or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which four s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 16, 19, 22. 
should be evaluated. 
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2. Evaluating the tasks 
 

When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration: 
 
a) understanding of the task 
b) extent of meeting the requirements (competences and content) 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language 
 
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 

guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 
a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following: 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 
• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 
• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the 
statements? 
• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the sources, and did s/he 
state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 
First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the 

maximum 4 or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points 
achieved for that task can only be 0 too. 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focused. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focused.  
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
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4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the 
sources are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them.. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
 

In the key the skills and competences a candidate has to show are marked with the letter 
‘S’, while the description of what is required in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 

Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the 
skills can only be realised and evaluated through (the study of) content. 

Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case 
of the shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type 
essay tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of 
an event are to be identified. 

If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the 
number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. (E.g. in the case of short- 
answer tasks only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place and 
Use of special vocabulary and the same points can be awarded for Location: era and place in 
longer, essay-type tasks.) 

If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be 
awarded because of the close connection between them (e.g. 1 or 4 points cannot be awarded 
for Use of sources and 1 or 5 points cannot be awarded for Describing the reasons behind an 
event in short answer tasks, while in the case of longer, essay-type questions 1 or 4 points 
cannot be awarded for Use of special vocabulary, 1 or 6 points cannot be awarded for Use of 
sources and 1 or 7 points cannot be awarded for Describing the reasons behind an event). 

As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ 
section: 

 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her 
answer contains a grave mistake. 

 

The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
topic; using concrete and abstract concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
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Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.); identifies 
several typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical 
events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect. 

 
c) Scoring ’structure and accuracy’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without 
grave spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes.  

2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks 
the right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding 
paragraph is missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of 
language. 

1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 

0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 

3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 

It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the 
limits specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the 
dotted lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, 
this cannot be more than ca. 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks, ca. 4-5 lines. 
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4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

1. Study the key for the task. 

2. Study the evaluation guide above. 

3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 

4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 

5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 

6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide it by 3 or 4 to 
get the exam points. 

7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down. 

8. Add up the exam points of the four essays and enter the score into the 
appropriate boxes of the table on the last page of the exam booklet: 

- if the total is a round number, it must be entered into the Total box and 
again into the II. Achieved points rounded up box; 

- if the total is not a round number, it must be entered into the Total box, 
and after rounding up according to the rules of mathematics (e.g. 23.33 
points will be rounded down to 23 points; 23.5 or 23.66 points will be 
rounded up to 24 points) into the II. Achieved points rounded up box as 
well. 

 

III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the (rounded up) scores for the first and second parts (I and II). 
 

Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 

Short essay tasks 
 

Criteria 
Maximum Achieved 

Points 
Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 6  
Describing the reasons behind an event 8  
Structure, accuracy 2  
Total 28  
 DIVIDED BY 4 
Exam points 7  

 

Long essay tasks 
 

Criteria 
Maximum Achieved 

Points 
Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 6  
Use of sources 10  
Describing the reasons behind an event 12  
Structure, accuracy 8  
Total 48  
 DIVIDED BY3 
Exam points 16  
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I Short answer tasks 
 

1 Jewish Religion (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) David b) Moses c) Noah d) Solomon 
 

2 Frankish monarchs (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 
 
 

3 The situation of the serfs (Total: 4 points) 
a) 1. gate tax    4. (extraordinary) military tax 
(The Latin equivalents of the answers are also acceptable.) (0.5 points for each correct item) 
b) 1. 18    3. 30 (0.5 points for each correct item) 
c) Their obligations (to the landlord) became unified. / A unified serfdom evolved. (Other 
answers with a similar content are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
d) 1351 (1 point) 
 

4 The Age of Discovery (Total: 4 points) 
a) A: Aztec, C: Inca (0.5 points for each correct item) 
b) 1. Spain 2. Portugal (0.5 points for each correct item) 
c) - steel / iron weapons / armour, 
 - horses, 
 - diseases / epidemics / smallpox, 
 - local alliances 
(Any two of the factors are acceptable in any order and the correct answers are also 
acceptable if other words are used. Other correct answers are also acceptable.) 
(1 point for each correct item) 
 

5 The Rákóczi freedom fight (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) lack of money / insufficient taxes were collected 
b) the conflict between the serfs and the nobility / the preservation of the rights of the estates 
c) dependence on Louis XIV’s support / the outcome of the Spanish War of Succession 
d) the indiscipline / obsolete structure / manner of combat of the kuruc army 
(Other answers with a similar content are also acceptable. Other correct answers are also 
acceptable.) 
 

6 Napoleon (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a) A: Habsburg Empire / Austria, B: Prussia, C: Russia, D: Poland / Duchy of Warsaw (The 
correct answers are also acceptable with other designations that are historically and 
geographically accurate.) 
b) 3, 1, 2, 4 
 

7 The Roma (Gypsies) in the period of the Dual Monarchy (0.5 points for each correct 
item, total: 3 points) 
a) statement of prejudice: Gypsies don’t like to work. 
refutation: The majority of Gypsies had work / only a minority (7.5% or 17.9% with 
housewives included) were unemployed 
b) statement of prejudice: A criminal lifestyle is more characteristic of the Gypsies. 
refutation: There were fewer convicted criminals among Gypsies than the national average. 
c) statement of prejudice: Gypsies have a migratory lifestyle. 
refutation: Only a fraction (ca. 3%) of the Gypsies in the period had a migratory lifestyle. 
(Other answers with a similar content are also acceptable as long as they state the three 
prejudices (laziness, crime, migration) and they refute them on the basis of the data.) 

Clovis Pepin the Short Charlemagne 
b, g d, h a, c, e, f 
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8 World War I (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
Questions Diagram 1 Diagram 2 Both Neither 

a) Did the industrial production 
of the United States increase or 
decrease? 

x    

b) In comparison with Germany 
was the volume of industrial 
production of the United States 
greater or smaller? 

 x   

c) Did the volume of global 
industrial production increase or 
decrease? 

x    

d) What was the value of global 
industrial production? 

   x 

e) Did the volume of the 
industrial production of Germany 
increase or decrease? 

   x 

f) Did the share of the four 
greatest powers in Europe in 
global industrial production 
increase or decrease? 

 x   

 
9 Hungary in World War II (Total: 4 points) 
a) Pál Teleki (1 point) 
b) irredentism (Also acceptable: irredentist) (1 point) 
c) date: August 30, 1940  location: Vienna (Score 0.5 points for each correct item.) 
d) Entering the war. / Giving up military neutrality. (Other answers with an identical meaning 
are also acceptable.) (1 point) 
 
10 The social policy of the Kádár era (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) The leadership guaranteed a (relatively) good standard of living / made some concessions 
and expected acceptance of the system in return. (Other answers with a similar content are 
also acceptable. A point can be awarded only if the candidate has explained both aspects of 
the “deal”.) 
b) The authorisation of private property / enterprise. Or The increase in the differences in 
personal assets. (Other answers with a similar content are also acceptable.) 
c) The private plot was privately owned. / Peasants had an interest in production on the 
private plot. (Other answers with a similar content are also acceptable.) 
 
11 The ethnic groups of Central and Eastern Europe (1 point for each correct item, 
total: 3 points) 
a) Russian 
b) Rumania 
c) Croatian 

12 Constitutionality in Hungary today (0.5 points for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

Parliament President of the Republic Government 
c, e, g a, b, h d, f 

(The letters in each column are acceptable in any other order.) 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13 The society of Sparta     (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the society of Sparta. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections (e.g. the aspiration for equality / the guarantee of 
military power were both criteria of the organisation of 
society). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates historical events in space and time. 
C The candidate states that Sparta is located in the 
Peloponnesian Peninsula and s/he mentions the chronology of 
the question (e.g. the system of polises had developed by the 
8th-7th century B.C.). 

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary, e.g. society, polis, free, citizen.  

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate gives a concise summary of the measures 
taken by Lycurgus (e.g. the introduction of iron coins and the 
ban on precious metal coins) and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. he intended to eliminate 
poverty, total equality seemed unrealisable) or s/he mentions 
historians’ views in connection with this (e.g. the historicity of 
Lycurgus, the realisation and degree of equality, iron coinage 
as a legend, Sparta as an ideal). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions one of the elements of the vase 
illustration (e.g. heavy armour, phalanx military organisation, 
discipline) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. the armed forces of Sparta were well-organised 
and militarily it was the strongest polis, its aim was the 
maintenance of its military power). 

0–6 
[neither 1 
point nor 
4 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the different sections of Spartan 
society and s/he describes their rights and obligations. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Spartans with full rights 
(the homoios) were obliged to join the army and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. they numbered 
a few thousand / the size of the army was relatively small, the 
state allocated land and helots to them). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the non-citizen inhabitants 
(perioikoi) were freemen without civil / political rights and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. they 
lived in the villages around Sparta, they were artisans and 
tradesmen, when needed, they also joined the army, they by far 
outnumbered the citizens with full rights). 

0–8 
[neither 1 
point nor 
5 points 
can be 

awarded] 
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C E.g.: the candidate states that the helots were agricultural 
servants / without rights and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. they outnumbered the citizens with full 
rights several-fold, they worked on the lands of the citizens, they 
may have been descendants of the original inhabitants, they had 
their own house / family, they cannot be designated as slaves, 
military power was needed to keep them under control). 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 

 
14 Mediaeval society        (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the sections of mediaeval society and 
analyses its characteristic features. 
In his/her answer the candidate concisely presents the structure 
of mediaeval society. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources and draws some 
relevant conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate located historical events in space and time. 
C The candidate states that mediaeval social structure 
evolved in the early Middle Ages (5th-10th centuries) and s/he 
mentions a geographical aspect of the question (e.g. the 
territory of the former Holy Roman / Frankish Empire, the 
scarcity of towns, monasteries a great distance from towns). 

0–4 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 3 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. society, church, estate. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. monk, monastery, vassal, knight, serf, estate. 

0–6 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 4 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the illustration shows the 
three sections of mediaeval society (clergy, knights / 
nobility, peasantry / serfs) and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. s/he presents the different 
functions of the groups: those occupied with prayer, fighting 
and labour, the groups are mentioned in an order of 
importance / honour). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions an important element of the 
illustration (e.g. the church is the centre of the monastery, the 
monks had communal meals, the monastery had a hospital 
and farm buildings) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 

0–10 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 6 
points 
can be 

awarded]



 

írásbeli vizsga 1412 12 / 27 2014. október 15. 

Történelem angol nyelven — emelt szint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

connection with this (e.g. the life of a monk was controlled by 
strict regulations, the monastery was economically self-
sufficient / also functioned as a model farm, the social / 
cultural role of the monastery was significant). 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the gist of Frankish law (e.g. 
military service was tied to the ownership of land, not all 
landowners could provide military service, those who 
couldn’t were called upon to support those who did) and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the 
knights’ manner of fighting required a relatively large estate, 
military service and agricultural work were separated, the 
agricultural workers became subordinated to those who did 
military service). 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the gist of the Gothic sample 
charter (e.g. the agricultural worker receives the land for 
cultivation and in return pledges his services) and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the owner and 
the cultivator of the land are separated, the peasantry enter into 
a relationship of dependency, it resembles the legal situation of 
the colonus). 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the structure of mediaeval society 
and its different sections. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that land ownership was the basis 
of the social structure and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this  (e.g. there was no other source of income 
because of the lack of towns / trade, the land was owned by 
the privileged groups). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that feudalism evolved among 
the nobility and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this  (e.g. the vassal was required to do military service, 
feudalism constituted the basis of public administration / the 
administration of justice, a feudal chain / pyramid evolved). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the peasantry became 
dependant serfs and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. they were required to render 
services in return for his plot, they paid a portion of their 
produce, they were required to work on the landlord’s land / 
do corvee, their landlord dispensed justice over them, they 
obtained the right of free movement). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the evolution of the church 
hierarchy and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this  (e.g. headed by the Pope of Rome, it was divided into 
bishoprics and dioceses, the network of parishes served as its 
basis). 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports 
his or her essay with good analytical skills. 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

0–12 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 7 
points 
can be 

awarded]
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Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 

 
15 Bolshevik ideology       (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the ideology and programme of 
Bolshevism. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections (e.g. the Bolshevik party considered itself to be the 
vanguard of society, which leads it to the bourgeois revolution 
as a first step, and then to the proletarian revolution.). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate located historical events in space and time. 
C The candidate mentions that Bolshevism started in Russia at 
the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, or s/he mentions the 
revolutions of 1905 / 1917. 

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary, e.g. Bolshevik, revolution, 
proletarian, capitalist.  

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions some significant element of the 
first source (e.g. Lenin emphasized the significance of theory, 
the workers’ movement / social democracy was an international 
movement, the Bolsheviks considered themselves to be the 
vanguard) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this  (e.g. the Bolsheviks’ aim was a global revolution, 
they considered their ideology to be a scientific theory, they 
attempted to violently transform society). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions some significant element of the 
second sources (e.g. Lenin believed that the bourgeois 
revolution had to receive support, the bourgeoisie doesn’t 
consistently take the revolution to its final aim, the bourgeoisie 
could rely on the support of the preceding system) and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this  (e.g. 
Lenin’s idea of the permanent revolution evolved from this 
principle, he wanted a proletarian revolution to follow the 
bourgeois revolution and this was the reason why initially he 
received support in 1905 / 1917). 

0–6 
[neither 1 
point nor 
4 points 
can be 

awarded] 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the Bolsheviks’ programme and 
reveals the underlying ideology. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the Bolsheviks were one of the 
factions of the Russian social democratic party and s/he makes 
a relevant statement in connection with this  (e.g. their name 
means “majority”, they were opposed to the Mensheviks, the 
Bolsheviks embraced a more radical stance, they could be 
termed as communists). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Bolshevism was a Marxist / 
communist political platform and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. they aimed to eliminate 
private property, to create a classless society and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that Lenin was the leader of the 
Bolsheviks and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this  (e.g. he further developed the work of Marx, he 
was forced into emigration, he gained power in 1917) or s/he 
mentions that the Bolsheviks participated in the revolution of 
1905 / 1917 and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this  (e.g. a bourgeois revolution broke out in 1905, the 
revolution was eventually put down, another revolution 
broke out on 1917, the Bolsheviks took power, a civil war 
broke out). 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

0–8 
[neither 1 
point nor 
5 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 

 
16 The second industrial revolution     (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the novel features of industry during the 
period of the second industrial revolution. 
In his/her answer s/he presents the modern sectors of industry. 
S/he presents the new methods of corporate organisation. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the second industrial revolution 
took place in the second half of the 19th and the first half of 
the 20th century and s/he mentions a spatial feature of the 
topic (e.g. the rapid development of the United States / 
Germany / Japan, the expansion of industrial regions). 

0–4 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 3 
points 
can be 

awarded]
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. capital, manufacturing (industry), boom. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. second industrial revolution, monopoly, joint stock 
company. 

0–6 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 4 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states a significant fact in connection 
with the picture (e.g. the factory in the picture produced for 
the textile industry, it transformed / polluted the 
environment) and s/he mentions the appearance / 
development of the chemical industry. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the expansion of the first 
pharmaceutical factory in Germany (e.g. it grew from a 
workshop into a large company) and s/he mentions the 
appearance / development of the pharmaceutical industry. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the appearance / spread of 
joint stock companies and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the shareholders received 
proportional ownership, this facilitated the accumulation of 
significant capital, (stock) exchanges became widespread. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the United States outlawed 
the limitation of commerce or the establishment of monopolies 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this  (e.g. 
by doing so they protected the interests of consumers / free 
competition, the state interfered in economic processes, the 
first such laws were passed in the United States). 

0–10 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 6 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the new industrial phenomena and 
points out their background / importance. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the development of the steel 
industry and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this  (e.g. it was made possible by new methods in 
metallurgy, new iron ore mines were opened, it supported the 
development of military industry / shipbuilding, it made 
possible the construction of high-rise buildings). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the car industry was 
founded during the period and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this  (e.g. it was made possible by the 
invention of the internal combustion engine, it promoted oil 
refining, it transformed transport by road, the conveyor belt 
appeared in the production of goods). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the widespread use of 
electricity and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. the electric motor was a new source of power, 
the industrial use of electricity was made possible by the 
transformer, it contributed to the higher speed of 
telecommunications, electric power is easy to transport, the 
electric motor can work intermittently for specified periods, 

0–12 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 7 
points 
can be 

awarded]
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electric light made production at night possible). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the development of large 
companies / the spread of monopolies and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this  (e.g. this involved a 
concentration of capital, it was connected to the appearance 
of the capital-intensive industries, they had looser ties with 
national markets) or s/he presents a type of monopoly (e.g. 
the cartel: harmonisation of prices / the division of the 
market among independent companies, trust: a merger of 
companies that produce a similar line of products, concern: 
companies that produce a range of types of products under  a 
joint leadership). 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports 
his or her essay with good analytical skills. 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 

 
17 Saint Ladislaus and Coloman the Booklover    (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate compares the laws of Saint Ladislaus and 
Coloman the Booklover on Christianity and social order. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections (e.g. the background of the changes in the attitude 
to priests living in wedlock in ecclesiastical history). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states the period of Saint Ladislaus’ (1077-
1095) and Coloman the Booklover’s (1095-1116) reign and 
s/he mentions that they were monarchs of Hungary. 

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary, e.g. law, church, Christian(ity), 
private property.  

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states the differences in the regulation of 
the marrying of priests (e.g. Saint Ladislaus temporarily 
allowed priests to marry, but Coloman the Booklover obliged 
them to release their wives) and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. the introduction of celibacy was 
in the background of the measures, the change was 
motivated by the consolidation of the view of the church / 
the process of the conflict over investiture). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that both monarchs forbade 
wandering (migration) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this  (e.g. the fall of the freeman into a state 
of servitude / the consolidation of the county system / the 
evolution of land privately owned by landlords was the 
reason for people wandering (migrating), the wanderers 
often made a living out of theft, wandering became 
widespread during the period of rivalry for the throne). 

0–6 
[neither 1 
point nor 
4 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the most significant laws of the two 
monarchs and highlights their significance. 
C E.g.: the candidate states the significance of the laws of both 
monarchs (e.g. the consolidation of the social order that 
evolved after the foundation of the state, the reinforcement of 
royal power) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. they continued Saint Stephen’s policy, the 
period preceding their reign was a time of rivalry for the 
throne / pagan revolts). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions one of the measures that 
concerned Christianity (e.g. fasting / the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass, the punishment of pagan practices, the 
confirmation of the tithe) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. subjects were obliged to practise the 
Christian faith, pagan beliefs were still present in society, the 
financial basis of the functioning of the church was ensured). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that both monarchs punished theft 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this  
(e.g. this served the protection of private property, the 
increasing differences in wealth were in its background, the 
laws of Ladislaus were stricter / Coloman’s laws were more 
lenient). 

0–8 
[neither 1 
point nor 
5 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
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18 The expulsion of the Turks      (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents and analyses the events of the expulsion 
of the Turks. 
S/he concisely presents international power relations. 
The candidate uses and interprets the sources in his or her essay 
and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states the dates of the recapture of Buda 
(1686) and the Treaty of Karlowitz (1699) and s/he mentions 
at least two topographical elements of the sequence of events 
(e.g. Vienna, Nagyharsány / Mohács, Zenta, Transylvania, 
Temesköz, Belgrade / Nándorfehérvár, Rhineland). 

0–4 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 3 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. war, peace, alliance. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. emperor, pope, occupation. 

0–6 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 4 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions a significant element of the 
map (e.g. Polish and imperial relief army, the commander of 
the Christian troops was Jan Sobieski, the Turkish 
commander was Kara Mustafa, Vienna was extensively 
reinforced) and s/he says that (in 1683) the Turks 
unsuccessfully laid siege to Vienna. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Thököly was captured by 
the Turks and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this  (e.g. Thököly was a vassal of the Turks, the kuruc 
principality collapsed, the kuruc soldiers switched sides, they 
wanted to hand Thököly over to the emperor in exchange for 
peace). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the imperial troops 
occupied Transylvania and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this  (e.g. the independent Principality of 
Transylvania ceased to exist, Thököly was again fighting on 
the Turkish side, Leopold became the Prince of Transylvania, 
Transylvania was not united with Hungary). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that through his nicknames 
Louis XIV was accused of making an alliance with the pagans 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
Louis XIV attacked the Habsburgs, a war on two fronts 
developed, he reneged on his previous promise, he blocked 
the advance in the Balkans, he couldn’t prevent the expulsion 
of the Turks). 

0–10 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 6 
points 
can be 

awarded]
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the objectives of the parties in 
conflict and presents the most significant military operations. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that the Holy League/anti-
Turkish alliance was formed and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the Habsburgs, Poland 
and Venice were its members, it was under the patronage of 
the pope, France agreed to remain neutral). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Buda was recaptured and 
s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
Charles of Lorraine was the commander of the army, they 
repelled the Turkish relief troops, it was an international 
force). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions another important military 
event (e.g. Battle of Nagyharsány / second Battle of Mohács, 
the siege of Belgrade, the Battle of Zenta) and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. Eugene of 
Savoy became the imperial commander, the army was largely 
made up of foreign / German mercenaries, the number of 
Hungarian soldiers taking part in the campaign steadily 
increased). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Habsburg Empire 
signed a peace treaty with the Turks and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this  (e.g. Hungary was liberated 
with the exception of the Temesköz, the era of Turkish 
occupation was over, Hungary remained part of the Habsburg 
Empire). 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports 
his or her essay with good analytical skills. 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

0–12 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 7 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 

 
19 The issue of the serfs in the Reform Period    (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the situation of the serfs and how the 
question of the serfs became a focal issue at the diet of 1832-
36. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections (e.g. the drafting of the programme of achieving 
identity/commonality of interests in connection with the 
question of the serfs). 

0–4 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the events in question took 
place in the reform period and refers to one of the geographical 
aspects of the question (e.g. the cholera revolt broke out in the 
north eastern counties, the serfs lived in villages / agricultural 
towns, the venue of the diet was Pozsony). 

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary, e.g. reform period, serf, serf’s plot, 
achieving identity/commonality of interests, fee simple.  

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the fact that the average size of 
the plots was decreasing and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this  (e.g. the rising number of serfs / the 
population increase resulted in the fragmentation of plots, 
the number of landless peasants increased, the majority of 
serfs didn’t have any land). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions a significant element of 
Kölcsey’s speech (e.g. he mentioned the threat of a revolt by 
the serfs, he questioned the point of retaliation against the serfs, 
he proposed the liberation of the serfs) and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. he outlined the 
idea of achieving identity/commonality of interests / bourgeois 
transformation / extension of rights, this reflected a liberal 
ideology). 

0–6 
[neither 1 
point nor 
4 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents how the issue of the serfs was 
introduced at the diet of 1832-36 and s/he highlights its 
background and precursors. 
C E.g.: the candidate states the fundamental characteristics of 
the situation of the serfs (e.g. they depended on their landlords, 
they didn’t own their plots, they owed services to the landlords 
for the plot that they used) and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. they didn’t have political rights, 
they were not considered to be part of the nation, Hungarian 
society was a feudal society). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions an aspect of the cholera revolt 
(e.g. the quarantine that was ordered threatened the serfs’ 
livelihood, the serfs didn’t trust their lords, only the army could 
control it) and s/he says that this directed attention to the 
question of the serfs or s/he states that fear of another revolt 
motivated the nobility to initiate changes. 
C E.g.: the candidate explains the concept of fee simple (the 
serfs could redeem the services he owed to his landlord if he 
could come to an agreement with him) and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the cause of voluntary 
fee simple failed at this diet, its realisation was hampered by 
difficulties) or s/he says that the liberated serfs became free 
labourers. 

0–8 
[neither 1 
point nor 
5 points 
can be 

awarded] 
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Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 

 
20 The question of public law in 1848/49     (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the changes in public law between April 
1848 and April 1849. 
S/he presents the most significant changes. 
S/he presents the political and military background of the 
changes. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources 
and s/he makes some relevant statements and conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions the date of the ratification of the 
Laws of April (April 11, 1848) and the publication of the 
Declaration of Independence (April 14, 1849) and s/he also 
mentions that Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire / 
seceded from the Habsburg Empire. 

0–4 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 3 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. government, constitution, independence. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. freedom fight, dethronement, Laws of April. 

0–6 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 4 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states one of the fundamental elements 
of the source (e.g. Kossuth believed that the existence of the 
independent Hungarian ministries of defence and finance was 
threatened and he was of the opinion that Viennese circles 
aimed to eliminate the independent Hungarian government, 
and that Jelacic’s attack was connected to the efforts to 
eliminate Hungarian independence) and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this  (e.g. the sphere of authority 
of the ministers of defence and finance was unclear, Kossuth 
wanted to protect the independence that the Laws of April 
achieved, Jelacic was instigated by the court to take a stance 
against the Hungarians, the Austrian governments attempted 
to eliminate the independent Hungarian ministries of defence 
and finance / restore the unity of the empire). 
C E.g.: the candidate states one of the fundamental elements 
of the source (e.g. the court of Vienna launched an attack on 
the independence of Hungary, Hungary was defending its 
independence) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. at that time Kossuth still accepted 

0–10 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 6 
points 
can be 

awarded]
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that Hungary was part of the Habsburg Empire, he 
considered the freedom fight to be in defence of the country, 
he would have been ready to strike a deal with the court). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions an important element of the 
caricature (e.g. the drawing depicts the empire, the figures in 
chains represent the nationalities, the figure at the top 
represents the Austrians) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this  (e.g. the drawing alludes to the 
oppression of the nationalities / the omnipotence of Franz 
Joseph, the March Constitution disenfranchised the 
Hungarians together with all the other nationalities). 
C E.g.: the candidate states a fundamental element of the source 
(e.g. the Declaration of Independence laid all responsibility on 
the court, it gave the elimination of the independence of 
Hungary / the attack on Hungary as the reason for 
dethronement) and s/he says that the Habsburgs were deposed. 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the differences in public law and 
s/he highlights the political and military background of the 
changes. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Laws of April gave 
Hungary an independent government (government 
responsible to the diet of popular representation) and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. this was 
an achievement of the revolution, a bourgeois / 
parliamentarian / constitutional system came into existence, 
the Laws of April didn’t clarify the relations between 
Hungary and Austria as regards public law). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the outbreak of the freedom 
fight and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. it was preceded by the attempt of the monarch to annul 
the Laws of April, the Batthyány government resigned, part 
of the Hungarian political leadership didn’t wish to fight the 
court, the army was fighting for the restitution of the Laws of 
April). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the issue of the (Imposed) 
March Constitution and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this  (e.g. it would have merged Hungary into 
the empire, it gave up all power to the emperor, it made an 
agreement between the court and the Hungarians 
impossible). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the Declaration of Independence 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this  (e.g. 
it was made possible by the successes of the spring 
campaign, it was issued in response to the March 
Constitution, the leadership hoped for international support, 
Hungary received no foreign support, no decision was 
reached about the form of government, Kossuth became the 
head of state). 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports 
his or her essay with good analytical skills. 

0–12 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 7 
points 
can be 

awarded]
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The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 

 
21 The electoral system       (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the electoral system of Hungary after 
the regime change. 
Using the sources the candidate refers to some essential 
connections (e.g. the number of representatives was reduced, 
single-round voting replaced the two-round system). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the regime change took place in 
1989/90 in Hungary or that elections are held every four years. 

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
related special vocabulary, e.g. right to vote, parliament, 
representative, law.  

0–4 
[neither 1 
point nor 
3 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the number of 
representatives was reduced (from 386 to 199) and s/he makes a 
relevant statement in connection with this  (e.g. the cost of the 
functioning of the parliament fell, the size of the 
constituencies grew, at the same time regional lists were 
abolished). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that single-round voting 
replaced the two-round system and s/he makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this  (e.g. this favours the bigger 
parties, it motivates smaller parties to join forces, the 
election process is simpler / faster, the result of the voting is 
valid irrespective of the number of votes cast). 

0–6 
[neither 1 
point nor 
4 points 
can be 

awarded] 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the electoral system of Hungary and 
explains its functioning. 
C E.g.: the candidate states that there is a system of universal 
(and equal) suffrage in Hungary and voting is secret (and 
direct) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this  (e.g. this corresponds to the standards of a modern 
democracy, this is specified in the Constitution of 1989 / the 
Fundamental Law of 2011). 
C E.g.: the candidate states that obtainable mandates are either 
individual or list-based and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the principles of majority and 
proportionality are simultaneously upheld, in the former 
system there were regional lists / there was a national 
(compensation) list, in the new system there is a national 
party-list (which also provides compensation through the 
fractional votes, the individual constituencies favour the 
bigger parties). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions one more fundamental fact 
concerning the electoral system (e.g. there is a four-year cycle of 
elections, there is a threshold for getting into parliament, citizens 
over 18 have the vote, electoral committees ensure the fairness 
of the elections, elections are preceded by electoral campaigns) 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this  
(e.g. interim elections can also be held, the threshold for 
getting into parliament has been raised / modified, parties 
send members to the electoral committees, election funds 
must be accounted for). 
The same answer cannot be evaluated under two different 
content criteria. 

0–8 
[neither 1 
point nor 
5 points 
can be 

awarded] 

Structure, 
accuracy 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 

 
22 The economy of Hungary in the 1990s     (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the transformation of the economy of 
Hungary in the 1990s. 
In his/her answer s/he presents the fundamental economic 
changes. 
In his/her answer s/he presents the most significant economic 
difficulties. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources 
and s/he makes some relevant statements and conclusions. 

0–8 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the decade in question directly 
followed the regime change and s/he mentions a 
geographical aspect of the question (e.g. opening to the 
western world, trade setback with former socialist countries, 
Budapest and the surrounding area is economically strongest, 
the northeast is the weakest area). 

0–4 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 3 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms correctly: 
e.g. industry, agriculture, services, foreign trade. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary correctly: 
e.g. regime change, market economy, private property. 

0–6 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 4 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate states an important fact on the basis of 
the table (e.g. a fall in the proportion of agricultural versus 
industrial production, an increase in the proportion of 
services) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this  (e.g. the traditional sectors shrank, the third sector was 
the most important, the trend was in harmony with processes 
in the world economy, the fall in industrial production 
resulted in the closing of factories / mines). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions an important fact on the basis 
of the data in the table (e.g. the production of cooperatives 
decreased, private agricultural enterprises became more 
significant) and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e.g. the change was a consequence of privatisation / 
reparations, the situation prior to the division of land in 1945 
was (partially) restored). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the increase in foreign trade 
and s/he makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. 
this was a consequence of opening up to the West, at the 
same time the foreign trade balance became passive). 
C E.g.: the candidate states an important fact on the basis of the 
data in the diagram (e.g. during most of the period the real 
value of salaries / pensions fell, at the end of the decade the real 
value of salaries / pensions started to rise, pensions lost more of 
their value than salaries did) and s/he makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this  (e.g. s/he points out the connection 
between these changes and inflation / the standard of living). 

0–10 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 6 
points 
can be 

awarded]
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the economic changes and 
highlights their causes. 
C E.g.: the candidate points out that a (social) market 
economy evolved as a result of the regime change and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this  (e.g. this 
replaced the planned economy / socialist / mixed economy, 
there was a guarantee for the freedom of private enterprise / 
the protection of private property, competition on the market 
gained in importance, the state limited competition). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that most of the companies 
became privately owned (there was privatisation) and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this  (e.g. the 
state sold off most of the companies, some companies came 
into foreign ownership, some companies went bankrupt, 
there were abuses throughout the process of privatisation). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions an important fact in 
connection with the changes in the economic relations of 
Hungary (e.g. the volume of trade with other former socialist 
countries fell, Germany became the most important foreign 
trade partner of Hungary, the influx of foreign capital 
became significant) and s/he makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. this was connected to the 
transformation of the system of political relations / the end of 
Comecon / the disintegration of the Soviet Union). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions an economic difficulty (that 
doesn’t appear in the sources) (e.g. high state debt, extensive 
informal economy, significant regional differences) and s/he 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this  (e.g. the 
accumulation of the national debt started in the Kádár era / it 
was one of the motivating factors for the regime change, at 
the end of the 1990s the national debt was successfully 
lowered, the state lost tax revenues because of the informal 
economy, unemployment was high / the rate of consumption 
was low in the underdeveloped regions). 
C The candidate makes independent statements and supports 
his or her essay with good analytical skills. 
Answers cannot be awarded points for two separate items of 
content. 

0–12 
[neither 
1 point 
nor 7 
points 
can be 

awarded]

Structure, 
accuracy 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
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The references for the sources (text, illustration, table, data, diagram) in the exam 
booklets: 
 
Question 3: 
The source of the pictures: commons.wikimedia.org, histoire.fdesouche.com, ww.ntk.hu 
Question 4: 
The source of the pictures: commons.wikimedia.org 
Question 5: The source of the pictures: commons.wikimedia.org 
Question 8: The source of the diagram: www.ntk.hu 
Question 13: The source of the picture: forums.totalwar.com 
Question 14: The source of the pictures: commons.wikimedia.org, www.picstopin.com 
 
Question 16. The sources of the pictures: 
factories:flickr.com,  
share: gyujtemény.vatera.hu 
Question 18: The source of the pictures: keptar.oszk.hu, commons.wikimedia.org, 
mek.niif.hu 
 
Question 22 The source of the diagrams: 
Romsics Ignác: Magyarország története a XX. században. Budapest, 2003. 
Századok statisztikája. Központi Statisztikai Hivatal, 2001. 
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