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Guide to the evaluation of written tasks 
 

The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
1. Correct answer             
2. Missing part            √  
3. Not closely connected to topic           [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)     
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                        

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)              ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined)           ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined)               
 

Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the maximum number of points 
that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the candidate 
in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 
The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 
points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be accepted. 
 

Scoring 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:             0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:  0 points 
Missing answer:  0 points 
  

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g.   3.5 
should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
• when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 1 point, 
• when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 
be awarded 0.5 points. 
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In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has the 
same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. (This is why solutions for 
these tasks begin with 'e.g.')  
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from among 
several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. If a specific number of 
elements are required in one answer and the candidate provides more that this number of 
elements, then they must be evaluated in the order in which they are written.    
Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The names of persons, topographical data and concepts which are in the frame curricula can 
only be evaluated if they are spelled correctly. 
The total points achieved in the short-answer tasks must be written in the appropriate 
boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved in the short-answer tasks is a round number, it 
should be written into the Total  box and copied, unchanged, into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box; 
- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the 
Total box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 
23.5 points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the I. Achieved 
points rounded up box. 

The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason for 
which must be explained in writing. 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

1. Choosing the right tasks 
 Altogether three tasks can be evaluated:  
one short essay about world history,  
one short essay about Hungarian history,  
one long essay about Hungarian history.  
The two essays about Hungarian history should be about two different periods. 
 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 
If the candidate chose three tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right essay 
length or period, etc.  
• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 
• the task(s) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the highest number of points 
to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 
If a candidate started working on more than three tasks, but his or her final choice of tasks is 
not indicated properly, and there are three tasks that were chosen correctly, then the task that 
comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that were 
correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 15, 18 or 14, 15, 18. 
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If the candidate starts working on more than three tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least three 
tasks correctly, then those two or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 
If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which three s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 15, 20 should be 
evaluated.  
2. Evaluating the tasks 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration:  
a) understanding of the task 
b) proper and relevant content that satisfy the requirements 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language  
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 
guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 
a) Scoring of ‘understanding of the task’: 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic, 
and period in question? 

• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the 
main point of the question? 

• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the 
statements? 

• Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the appropriate sources, 
and did s/he state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 

 
First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the maximum 4 
or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points achieved for 
that task can only be 0 too.  
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focussed. 
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 
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For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
In the key the skills and competences (e.g. location of era and space, use of sources) a 
candidate has to show are marked with the letter ‘S’, while the description of what is required 
in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’. 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the skills 
can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case of the 
shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type essay 
tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of an 
event are to be identified.  
If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to a skill, then the number of 
points given for skills and contents must be the same.  (E.g. in the case of short answer tasks 
only 0, 2 or 4 points can be awarded for the criteria Location: era and place, Use of special 
vocabulary and Use of sources, and the same points can be awarded for  Location: era and 
place, Use of special vocabulary in longer, essay-type tasks.) 
If the key provides several content entries for a skill, certain points cannot be awarded 
because of the close connection between them (e.g. in the case of short tasks 1 or 4 points 
cannot be awarded for Description of factors influencing events, while in the case of longer 
questions 1 or 5 points cannot be awarded for Use of sources and 1 or 6 points cannot be 
awarded for Description of factors influencing events).  
As a general rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her answer 
contains a grave mistake. 
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The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as good 
answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and the 
location; using general and specific concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
Scoring ‘Content’ (‘C’) 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.), identifies several 
typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical events. 
1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 
0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect.  

 
c) Scoring ‘structure and clear language’ 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without grave 
spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and grave spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks the 
right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding paragraph is 
missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of compositions 
The ability to express ideas within the constraints of a set number of lines is an important 
writing skill. However, in well-justified cases paragraphs may exceed the dotted lines by 2-3 
lines (in the case of short tasks) or 4-5 lines (longer tasks), and be evaluated.  
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4. Recommended steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide by 2 to get the exam 
points.  
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down.  
8. Add up the exam points of the three essays. The total points achieved must be written 
in the appropriate boxes of the summary table on the last page of the test booklet in the 
following way:   

- if the total of the scores achieved in the short-answer tasks is a round number, it 
should be written into the Total box and copied, unchanged, into the II. Achieved 
points rounded up box; 
- if the total is not a round number, the exact figure should be written into the 
Total box, then it should be rounded up according to the mathematical rules (e.g. 
23.5 points should be rounded to 24 points), and entered into the II. Achieved 
points rounded up box. 

 
III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 

 
Add up the (rounded up) scores of the first and second parts (I and II). 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
Short essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 4  
Describing the reasons behind events 6  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 24  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 12  

 
Long essay tasks 

Criteria Maximum Achieved 
 points 

Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 8  
Describing the reasons behind an event 10  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 42  

 DIVIDED BY 2 
Exam points 21  
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I. SHORT ANSWER TASKS 
 
1. Crisis of the Roman Republic (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) 4. 
b) 7. 
c) 5. 

 
2. Medieval trade (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points) 
a) Levantine  (trade) / Levant 
b) Hanse(atic League / towns) 
c) 3. 
 
3. Ancient Hungarian history (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

Definition Dwelling area 
a) Friar Julian (Frater Julianus) found a Hungarian speaking 
population still inhabiting this dwelling area in the 13th 
century. 

Magna Hungaria 

b) This dwelling area was located directly south of the royal 
centre of the united Eastern Slav state. 

Etelköz 

c) This dwelling area was located at the European slopes of 
the mountain range dividing Europe and Asia. 

Magna Hungaria 

d) The Vereckei pass is located on the border of this dwelling 
area.  

Etelköz 

 
4. Reformation (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points)  
a) Reformed / Calvinist 
b) Evangelical / Lutheran 
c) Anglican 
d) (Roman) Catholic (‘Jesuit’ cannot be accepted) 
 
5. Turkish – Hungarian struggles (1 point for each correctly and completely answered 
part of the task, total: 3 points) 
a) István Dobó 
b) Louis/Lajos II, Suleiman 
c) Suleiman, Miklós Zrínyi 
(Appropriately matched names can be accepted in any order) 
 
6. Balkan conflicts (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

Definition Number of town /area 
a) The capital of the Balkan state which was the first to gain 
complete independence from the Ottoman Empire, had been 
an important economic and cultural centre since Ancient 
times. 

 
8 

b) Balkan territory first invaded, then annexed by the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 

 
1 

c) The desired object of Russian expansion, the key to the 
Russian fleet’s passage from the Black Sea, has been the 
capital of several empires since Ancient times. 

 
6 

d) A component of the emerging Romanian Kingdom, 
previously a Turkish vassal principality. 

 
3 
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7. Agriculture under the Dual Monarchy (1 point for each correct item, total: 3 points)  
a) The greater part of the wheat that was exported went to Austria or only a small 
proportion of wheat was exported outside the Monarchy. (Any other, essentially similar 
answer is also acceptable.) 
b) The price of wheat began to fall. (Any other, essentially similar answer is also 
acceptable.) 
c) Average yield began to increase. (Any other, essentially similar answer is also 
acceptable.) 
  
8. Emancipation of women (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
 

Supports suffrage for women Opposes or criticises suffrage for women 
A, C B, D 

 
9. The Bethlen consolidation  (Total: 5 points) 
a) The Communists (1 point) 
b) Because it endangered their territories. Or Because the main point of Irredentism was 
to win back the territories of pre-Trianon Hungary. (Any other, essentially similar answer is 
also acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) Little Entente (1 point) 
d) 2., 5. (1 point for each correct item) 
 
10.  Change of regime   (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 
a)  March 15th, 1989 (Point can only be awarded if the date is complete) 
b) They both became martyrs or They were both executed. (Any other, essentially similar 
answer is also acceptable.)  
c)  The retaliations / executions following the (1956) revolution (and freedom fight).  
(Any other, essentially similar answer is also acceptable.)  
d) The withdrawal of Russian troops from Hungary. (Any other, essentially similar 
answer is also acceptable.)  
  
11. Third World (1 point for each correct row, total: 4 points) (Points can only be 
awarded if in a given row the number of Xs is appropriate, written  in the correct column.) 
 

Problems: A B C 
a)    X 
b)  X X X 
c)    X 
d) X X  
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12. Ethnic minorities living in Hungary (1 point for each correct item, total: 4 points) 

Statement True False

a) It can be clearly concluded from the data contained in the table that the 
number of people declaring German as their mother tongue decreased 
between 1930 and 1941.  

 X 

b) The data contained in the table support that at the time of the change of 
regime the number of people who claimed that Hungarian was not their 
mother tongue increased. 

 X 

c) It can be clearly concluded from the data contained in the table that 
between 1920 and 1990 the number of people who claimed that German 
was their first language in Hungary was never smaller than the number of 
people who considered Romanian as their mother tongue. 

X  

d) It can be clearly concluded from the data contained in the table that 
between 1920 and 1990 the proportion of people who considered Serbian as 
their mother tongue in Hungary was never higher than that of the ones who 
claimed Slovakian was their first language. 

 X 
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II. LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

13. Church and culture         (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the relationship between the 
medieval Church, science and culture. 
With the analysis of the source the essay refers to essential 
connections (e.g. mistrust towards science, preserving and 
spreading education and culture.) 

0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate mentions the fact that the described events 
took place in medieval (Western and Central) Europe. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given]

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
concepts: e.g. monk, church, science, pope. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Use of sources S The candidate incorporates the information from the source 
into his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C E.g. The candidate mentions that the pope considered science 
fruitless, and based on this makes an essential statement (e.g. he 
was afraid that science could question dogmas, he considered 
the world beyond the scope of human capacity for 
comprehension, could hinder the development of science).  

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events  

S The candidate describes the relationship between the 
medieval church, science and culture, and reveals where this 
was manifested. 
C E.g. the candidate points out that in the Middle Ages 
culture/erudition was vested in the church, and makes an 
essential statement in connection with this (e.g. only an 
ecclesiastical intelligentsia existed, records and literature were 
mostly written in Latin, medieval Christianity established a 
universal / international culture, universities were founded, 
erudition was based on theology, Scholasticism was the 
philosophy of the era, teaching took place in monastic and 
chapter schools.)   
C E.g. the candidate mentions an important fact about the 
relationship between church and culture (e.g. the church copied 
books, church music was composed to accompany ceremonies, 
as a result of church construction fine / architectural art was 
created) and makes an important statement in connection with 
this (e.g. the patronage of the church played an important role 
in culture, manuscripts were rare / expensive / decorated, 
Romanesque and Gothic were the artistic schools of the era.  

0–6 
[1 and 4 

cannot be 
given 

Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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14. The Great Depression               (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the constituents of the 
economic depression in 1929 in the United States. 
Using the source material the candidate refers to essential 
connections in his/her answer (e.g. how the crisis affected 
everyday life). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C The candidate notes that the crisis broke out in the United 
States of America in 1929.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. overproduction, crisis, stock market, 
bank. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of sources 

S Information from the source is incorporated into the exposition 
and the candidate reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he points out one important feature of the cartoon (e.g. the 
cartoon refers both to poverty / distribution of bread and to 
panicking depositors withdrawing funds from banks; as a result of 
the crisis crowds took to the streets|), and makes an important 
statement in connection with this (e.g. many people depended on 
subsidies, unemployment escalated, saving were endangered, 
panic contributed to the bankruptcy of some banks, banks were 
ordered to close). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons 
behind events 

S The candidate describes the circumstances under which the 
Depression started, and points out the causes that led to it and the 
resulting consequences.  
C S/he points out that the main reason for the Depression was 
overproduction, and makes an important statement in connection 
with this (e.g. unsold stockpiles were accumulating, prices 
dropped radically, it was connected to the pre-crisis boom, 
overproduction was made worse by the decrease in demand / 
consumption due to the Depression itself). 
C The candidate mentions an element of the stock market events 
which represented the beginning of the Depression (e.g. the 
collapse of the New York stock market, radical falls in stock 
prices, shares became impossible to sell), and mentions a direct 
consequence or reason (e.g. businesses went bust / were about to 
go bankrupt, many small investors lost their wealth, great wealth 
dissolved in a matter of very little time, shares were overvalued). 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
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15. Establishing the county system       (short) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the establishment and main 
features of the county system at the time of (Saint) Stephen I. 
Using the source material the candidate refers to essential 
connections in his/her answer (e.g. the establishment of some of the 
counties was made possible by the defeat of rebellious clan-
leaders.) 

0–4 

Location: 
place and era  

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions that (Saint) Stephen I. ruled between 997 / 1000 / 
1001 and 1038 in Hungary. 
 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate correctly uses the following general and topic-
specific terms: e.g. county, bailiff, king, clan-leader.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information from the source and 
reaches conclusions based on it.  
C S/he mentions an important element of the source (e.g. the 
organisation of certain counties / the county of Csanád could take 
place after the victory over the rebellious clan-leaders / Ajtony, 
Stephen’s followers were appointed to lead the counties), and 
makes an important statement in connection with this (e.g. 
establishing the counties was connected to the extension of royal 
power over the whole territory of the Carpathian basin / to the 
spread of (Western) Christianity). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the main features of the counties, and 
highlights the main elements of how they worked. 
C S/he points out that the county was an administrative unit on a 
territorial basis or mentions a fact in connection with the territory 
of the counties (e.g. there was a castle in their centre, they were 
made up of estates with different owners), and makes an important 
statement in connection with this (e.g. clan-based organisation was 
pushed into the background, its functioning was ensured by bailiffs, 
castle people and castle serfs). 
C S/he mentions that bailiffs headed the counties, and makes an 
important statement in connection with their sphere of authority or 
income (e.g. their tasks included jurisdiction, leading the army and 
tax collection; they could keep one third of the royal income from 
the territory of the county / they had to give the king two thirds of 
the income). 
No single part of an answer can be awarded a point/points more 
than once: it cannot be evaluated under different content criteria. 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Structure, 
clear language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
 



 

írásbeli vizsga 1312 14 / 20 2013. május 8. 

Történelem angol nyelven — középszint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

16. Medieval towns                                 (long) 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the policy of Hungarian rulers 
with regard to town development. 
In a concise answer s/he describes the development of towns and 
the limits of this development in the period. 
The analysis reveals the aims and means of the policy regarding 
town development. 
 In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate locates historical events in place and time. 
C In her/his analyses s/he locates the end of the Árpád era, the 
Anjou period and the reign of Sigismund at least in the correct 
century and makes an important reference to the geographical 
history (e.g. the location of Hungarian towns, the location of trade 
routes, the comparison of Hungary and Western Europe). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms: e.g. free royal towns, boroughs, mining towns, town council 
/ privilege, burgher, guild. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that free royal towns had their own jurisdiction, 
and makes an important statement in connection with this (e.g. this 
is the basis for self-government, which they received following the 
precedent set by Buda, they could turn to the treasurer (tárnok) 
with appeals, they no longer fell under the jurisdiction of 
counties). 
C S/he mentions that Charles Robert encouraged merchants to 
choose the trade route through Bohemia / Moravia / the North-
West / to avoid Vienna, and makes an important statement in 
connection with this (e.g. Vienna had staple rights, the king had a 
substantial income from the thirtieth tax, the measures were not 
successful). 
C The candidate mentions one example that can be concluded 
from the map (e.g. most of the towns are boroughs, the network of 
towns was denser west of the Danube (Dunántúl) / in Upper 
Hungary  (Felvidék) / Transylvania, names at least three 
significant towns), and makes an important statement in 
connection with this (e.g. the boroughs were under the control of 
landlords, larger towns emerged along main trade routes, the 
network of towns was not as dense as in Western Europe).  

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate outlines the rulers’ policy towards town 
development, and reveals the reasons and results of this.  
C S/he  mentions that Béla IV gave town privileges to several 
settlements, and makes an important statement in connection with 
this (e.g. after the Tartar invasion the king did this for defensive 
reasons, in return towns were obliged to build stone walls, 
inhabited by Western / German settlers). 

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be given]
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C The candidate mentions that Charles Robert’s reforms favoured 
(mining) towns, and makes an important statement in connection 
with this (e.g. explains the essence of the mining reform, 
introduced stable currency, relied on towns against the barons, 
established the post of treasurer [tárnokmester]). 
C The candidate mentions that Sigismund favoured the 
organisation of burghers into an estate, and makes an important 
statement in connection with this (e.g. he summoned the 1405 
council, he opened up the possibility of participation in the diets, 
introduced a unified measuring system, relied on towns against the 
barons).  
C Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition.  
 No single part of an answer can be awarded a point/points more 
than once: it cannot be evaluated under different content criteria. 

Structure, clear 
language  

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 

 
17. April Laws       (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understand-
ing of task 

The candidate basically describes how Liberalism was 
manifested in the April Laws. 
 Through the analysis of the source material the candidate comes 
to essential conclusions (e.g. right to liberty, constitutionalism, 
equality before the law). 

0–4 

Location: 
place and 
era 

S The candidate locates the topic in place and time. 
C She mentions that the April Laws were passed on April 11, 
1848, and points out that they concerned Hungary or that 
Hungary was part of the Habsburg empire. 

0–4 
 

[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 
Use of 
special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
historical terms appropriately: e.g. Liberalism, constitution, right 
to liberty, general and proportionate sharing of taxation, 
responsible government, liberation of serfs, freedom of the press.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 

Use of 
sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the source into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that the independent, responsible government 
became the new executive power, and makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e.g. it is responsible to the parliament, 
independent of the court / empire, with this the local 
administrative offices [kormányszék] ceased to exist ).  

0-4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be given] 
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Describing 
reasons 
behind 
events 

S The candidate describes how Liberalism was manifested in the 
April Laws, and reveals its aims. 
C The candidate mentions that one of the aims of Liberalism is 
the establishment of a constitutional state, and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. a parliament based on 
popular representation was formed, suffrage was based on 
property qualification). 
 C The candidate mentions that equality before the law was a 
basic demand of Liberalism, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (serfs were liberated, noble privileges were 
abolished) or mentions that the manifestation of rights to 
freedom was a basic demand of Liberalism, and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. freedom of the press was 
introduced, censorship was abolished).  
No single part of an answer can be awarded a point/points more 
than once: it cannot be evaluated under different content 
criteria. 

0–6 
[1 and 4 
cannot 

be given] 

Structure, 
clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK  24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 

 
18. The Rákóczi freedom fight                                                       (long) 
 
Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the history of the Rákóczi 
freedom fight. 
In a concise answer s/he describes the reasons for the freedom 
fight, the military and political balance of power and how the 
struggle ended. 
The analysis reveals the roles played by the Kurutz diets. 
In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets sources and 
draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate correctly locates the topic under discussion in 
place and time. 
C S/he mentions that the freedom fight took place between 1703 
and 1711, and mentions one of its important geographical aspects 
(Rákóczi was prince of Transylvania, where the Kurutz spread out 
and where they were driven back). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: e.g. Kurutz, Labanc, dethronement, estate 
confederation, Hajdu, Absolutism. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 



 

írásbeli vizsga 1312 17 / 20 2013. május 8. 

Történelem angol nyelven — középszint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

Use of sources 

S The candidate incorporates the information in the sources into 
his/her answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions that Rákóczi was elected prince at the diet of 
Szécsény, and makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. Hungary functioned as an estate confederation, this still left 
the possibility of an agreement with the Habsburgs open, the 
political consolidation of military successes took place, the Senate 
was set up to supervise Rákóczi). 
C The candidate mentions that at the diet of Ónod the Habsburgs / 
Joseph I was deposed, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. with this, Rákóczi intended to prevent a 
compromise with the Habsburgs / Joseph I and to  forge foreign 
alliances, taxes which nobles were also required to pay were 
levied, there was armed conflict). 
C The candidate mentions that serf soldiers were promised the 
liberty of Hajdus at the diet of Sárospatak, and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. this way Rákóczi made an 
attempt to keep the serfs in arms, the reason for this was the 
disintegration of the Kurutz army, in spite of it, the Kurutz army 
suffered a military defeat). 

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Describing the 
reasons 
behind events 

S The candidate describes the history of the Rákóczi freedom 
fight, and reveals the causes leading to it, its balances of power 
and how the struggle ended. 
C S/he mentions that the freedom fight broke out against 
Habsburg Absolutism, and makes a relevant statement in 
connection with this (e.g. free election of the king was abolished,  
the ‘clause of resistance’ was abolished, the ‘new acquisition 
committee’ (újszerzeményi bizottság) was set up, soldiers from 
the border castles were dismissed, diets were not held, taxes were 
significantly raised). 
C The candidate points out that the military force of the Kurutz 
army did not match the efficiency of the imperial troops and 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. light 
cavalry was typically dominant, they preferred skirmishing, 
significant battles were lost, fortresses were retained by imperial 
forces, the freedom fight depended on the War of the Spanish 
Succession / French help, it was considered a secondary theatre of 
war). 
C S/he points out that the freedom fight was concluded with a 
compromise in the peace treaty of Szatmár, and makes a relevant 
statement in connection with this (e.g. the Kurutz soldiers were 
granted amnesty, estate institutions were restored). 
C E. g. Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition.   

0–10 
[1 and 6 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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Structure, 
clear language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
 
19. Agriculture in the Rákosi era                               (short)  

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the changes taking place in 
agriculture under Rákosi.  
Through the analyses of the source material the candidate comes 
to essential conclusions (e.g. the connection between the 
persecution of the Kulaks and collectivisation). 

 
0–4 

Location: place 
and era 

S The candidate correctly locates the topic under discussion in 
place and time. 
C S/he mentions the timeframe of the Rákosi era (1949-
1953/1956), and refers to the fact that Hungary was part of the 
Soviet bloc / the regime copied the Soviet example. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly. 
C: The candidate uses the following general and topic-specific 
terms appropriately: agriculture, collectivisation, land, 
peasant(try). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Use of sources 

S The candidate uses information from the sources in his/her 
answer and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he points out an important feature of the cartoon (e.g. it makes 
the kulak look fat / repulsive, it suggests that he is rich / 
powerful), and makes a relevant statement in connection with this 
(e.g. the kulaks were considered /class/enemy / exploiters, the 
poster incites the public against the kulaks, they wanted to make 
the situation of the kulaks unbearable). 

0–4 
[1 and 3 

cannot be 
given] 

Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate describes the change taking place in agriculture, 
points out the causes leading to this change and its consequences. 
C S/he mentions that collectivisation was carried out, and explains 
what this means (establishing co-operatives and state farms), or 
mentions one of the means of pressurising peasants which was not 
mentioned in the source (e.g. high taxes, compulsory produce 
delivery/requisitions) or mentions that in spite of all this the 
majority of land remained in private ownership in the period.  
C S/he mentions that agricultural production decreased, and points 
out an important reason for this (e. g. many people were not 
interested in efficient production, as a result of forced 
industrialisation capital / labour was withdrawn from agriculture) 
or mentions an important consequence of this (e. g.  there were 
problems with food supply, for a short period rationing was 
introduced, Hungary had to import wheat and wine). 

0–6 
[1 and 4 

cannot be 
given] 
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Structure, clear 
language 

The exposition consists of sentences and the text is logically 
constructed and coherent. The answer has no grave errors of 
accuracy or spelling. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 24 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 12 
 
20. The political system of the Kádár era      (long) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 
Understanding 
of task 

The candidate basically describes the characteristic features of the 
political system of  the Kádár era from the early 1960’s.  
S/he outlines the basic features of the system. . 
S/he highlights the differences between the Kádár and Rákosi 
eras. 
 In his/her answer the candidate uses and interprets the sources 
and draws important conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: 
place and era 

S The candidate locates the historical events in place and time. 
C S/he mentions that the Kádár era lasted until 1988/1989 or 
mentions that the period under discussion is 1960-80, and refers to 
the fact that Hungary then was part of the Soviet bloc. 

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate uses both general and topic-specific historical 
terminology correctly.  
C The candidate uses the following general terms and topic-
specific terms and expressions appropriately: e.g. party state/one-
party state, dictatorship, party, rights to liberty.  

0–4 
[1 and 3 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Use of sources S In his/her answer the candidate uses information in the sources 
and reaches conclusions based on it. 
C S/he mentions an important element/feature of the quotation 
(e.g. Kádár rephrased the slogan of the Rákosi period: he 
considered everybody a supporter of the system who did not 
actively resist it), and makes a relevant statement in connection 
with this (e. g. compared to the policy of the Rákosi period this 
meant a relaxation of tension, he did not expect active support for 
the system, tolerated neutral behaviour in politics, he caused many 
to turn away from politics).    
 C The candidate mentions an important feature of the coat of 
arms (e. g. national colours appeared on it, it included both 
national and communist symbols), and makes a relevant statement 
in connection with this (e. g. the use of national symbols refers to 
changes which took place in political life, it reflected both 
national feelings and the fact that the country belonged to the 
Socialist bloc, it was a serious shift compared to the Rákosi era.  
C The candidate mentions an important element of the source 
(e.g. Kádár criticised the policies of the Rákosi era, denied that 
Hungarian politicians acted on Russian orders in the 1950s, he did 
not agree with the exclusive imitation of the Soviet example), and 
makes a relevant statement in connection with this (e.g. the Kádár 
system did not copy the Soviet example slavishly, accommodated 
to special Hungarian characteristics, dependence on the Soviet 
Union loosened, Kádár’s remark referring to the 1950s was 
incorrect),  

0–8 
[1 and 5 
cannot 

be 
given] 
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Describing 
reasons behind 
events 

S The candidate outlines the most important characteristics of the 
Kádár era, their reasons and consequences,. 
C S/he mentions that in the Kádár era there was a party state 
dictatorship / one-party system in Hungary, and names at least two 
features of this (e.g. there were no free elections, only social 
organisations under party control were allowed to exist, the actual 
leader of the country was the General Secretary of the party, the 
party had its own armed organisation, they tried to eliminate 
opposition movements, they envisaged the construction of 
Socialism).  
C The candidate states that basic human rights were limited in the 
period under discussion, and mentions at least two examples to 
support this (e. g. there was no freedom to express one’s opinion, 
churches were kept under state supervision, negative 
discrimination of people who practiced their religion, restriction on 
travel abroad, at the beginning of the period, some of those who 
opposed the system were in prison). 
C S/he mentions an important difference between the Rákosi and 
Kádár eras (e.g. in the latter, there was no personality cult, terror 
was stopped), and makes a relevant statement in connection with 
this (e. g. the system is generally called ‘soft dictatorship’, 
Hungary was known as the ‘jolliest barracks’, Kádár was keen to 
avoid the outbreak of a possible new revolution, relaxation of 
tension came after the end of the retaliations which followed the 
revolution and freedom fight. 
C E. g. Using his/her own knowledge and correct conclusions the 
candidate completes and supports his/her exposition.   

0–10 
[1 and 

6 
cannot 

be 
given] 

Structure, 
clear language 

The text uses full sentences, the sentences are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is a well-constructed text which serves the logical 
exposition of the contents. 
The statements made by the candidate give evidence of good 
analytical skills. 
The answer has no grave errors of accuracy or spelling. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 42 
MAXIMUM EXAM SCORE 21 
 
Sources (texts, pictures, tables, graphs) appearing in the test booklet: 
 
Task 4: B) nl.wikipedia.org 
Task 8: 

A) hcms-8th-grade-history.wikispaces.com 
B) 12amalla.edublogs.org 
C) www.flickriver.com 
D) www.ebay.ie 

Task 10: hvg.hu 
Task 14: bearishnews.com 
Task 16: mek.oszk.hu 
Task 19: Workbook for the new history matura exam. 12th grade by József Kaposi – Márta 
Szabó - Miklós Száray  
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