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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
 
1. Correct answer           
2. Missing part        √  
3. Not closely connected to topic      [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)   
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                     

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)       ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined))          ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined) 

 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the number of maximum 

points that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the 
candidate in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 

points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 

 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be 

accepted. 
 

Scoring 
 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:   0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:     0 points 
Missing answer:     0 points 

 

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 

3.5 should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
 
•  when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be awarded 1 point, 
•  when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be rewarded with 0.5 points. 
In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has 

the same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. 
In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from 
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among several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. 

Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason 

for which must be explained in writing. 
 

II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 
 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 
Altogether four tasks can be evaluated: 

two short and two long essays, which must all be about different periods, with at least 
two of them dealing with Hungarian history, and at least one with world history. 

 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

 

If the candidate chose four tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right 
essay length or period, etc. 

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task (or those two or three tasks) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the 
highest number of points to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than four tasks, but his or her final choice of 
tasks is not indicated properly, and there are four tasks that were chosen correctly, then the 
task that comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that 
were correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 16, 17, 20. or 14, 16, 17, 20. 

If the candidate starts working on more than four tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least 
four tasks correctly, then those or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which four s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 16, 19, 22. 
should be evaluated. 

 
2. Evaluating the tasks 

 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration: 
 
a) understanding of the task 
b) proper and relevant content 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language 
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 

guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
 
a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic,   
  and period in question? 
• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the  



 

írásbeli vizsga 0611 4 / 23 2007. május 9. 

Történelem angol nyelven — emelt szint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

  main point of the question? 
• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the  
  statements? 

  • Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the sources, and did s/he  
    state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 
 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the 
maximum 4 or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points 
achieved for that task can only be 0 too. 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focused. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focused.  
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely  
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the 
sources are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them.. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
 

In the key the skills and competences a candidate has to show are marked with the letter 
‘S’, while the description of what is required in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’.  

Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case 
of the shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type 
essay tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of 
an event are to be identified. If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to 
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a skill, then the number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. As a general 
rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 

 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her 
answer contains a grave mistake. 

 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the 

skills can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as 

good answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and 
the topic; using concrete and abstract concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.); identifies 
several typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical 
events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect. 

 
c) Scoring ’structure and clear language’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without 
grave spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
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4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes.  
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks 
the right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding 
paragraph is missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of 
language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 

It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the 
limits specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the 
dotted lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, 
this cannot be more than ca. 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks, ca. 4-5 lines. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide it by 3 or 4 to 

get the exam points. 
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down. 
8. Add up the exam points of the four essays. Do not round the complete exam score up  

or down if it is a number ending in 0.5. If the end of the number is less than 0.5, then 
round it down, if it is 0.6 or more, then round it up. (E.g.: leave the number 27.5 as it 
is, but 27.3 points should be rounded down to 27 points, while 27.7 points should be 
rounded up to 28 points.) 
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III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the scores for the first and second parts (I and II). (These may have been 
rounded up or down previously.) 
 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 
 

Maximum Achieved Criteria Points 
Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 6  
Describing the reasons behind an event 8  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 28  
 DIVIDED BY 4 
Exam points 7  

 
 
Long essay tasks 
 

Maximum Achieved Criteria Points 
Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 6  
Use of sources 10  
Describing the reasons behind an event 12  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 48  
  DIVIDED BY 3 
Exam points 16  
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I SHORT-ANSWER TASKS 
 
1 Ancient culture (4 points altogether) 

a) true 
b) true 
c) false 
d) false 

 
2 Mediaeval economy (5 points altogether) 

a) 2 population growth; 5 3-field crop rotation; 10 breast harness (1 point per item) 
b) the guild (1 point) 
c) E.g. to guarantee quality, to eliminate competition, to regulate the market, to 

prevent the work of non-guild members. (0.5 points per item) 
 

3 Architecture in the Árpád period (4 points altogether) 
 

1) 2) 3) 4) 
e) d) b) c) 

 
 
4 Europe in the 18th century (5 points altogether) 
       

a) absolutist system of government or system of government based on unrestricted power 
or absolute monarchy (1 point) 

b) Louis XIV or the monarch or the king (1 point) 
c) (0.5 points per item) 

From the text e.g. “I have instructed all four under-secretaries not to sign anything 
without consulting me beforehand […]” or “I have instructed [all four under-
secretaries] not to sign anything […] and this applies to the Chief Inspector of 
Finances, too.” or “I have ordered” or “I […] order all my ministers to appear before 
me […]” 
From the picture e.g. “Louis XIV has the sole power to decide” or “decrees laws” or 
“I am the state” or controls all three branches of power. 

d) constitutional monarchy (1 point) 
 
5 Miklós Zrínyi (4 points altogether) 
 a) (King) Leopold (I) (of Hungary) 
 b) 1664 

c) E.g. the bridge which had been used to transport Turkish supplies was destroyed, or 
the destruction of the bridge made it more difficult for the Turks to launch attacks in 
the occupied territories or in the south of the country. 
All correct answers using military arguments can be accepted. 

 d) Kanizsa 
 
6 19th-century Socialist ideas (4 points altogether) 
 

Letter a) b) c) d) 
Number 4 5 2 1 
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7 The economy of the Dual Monarchy (0.5 points per item, 2 points altogether) 

a) Both 
b) Neither 
c) Diagram 
d) Chart 

 
8 The functioning of the United Nations (4 points altogether) 

a) False 
b) False 
c) True 
d) False 

 
9 The cultural history of the period between the two world wars (4 points altogether) 
 

a) b) c) d) 

5 4 3 1 
 
10 The change of regime (4 points altogether) 

a) 1990 
b) MDF-FKgP-KDNP or the full names of the parties. The order is of no 

consequence, but the point can only be awarded if all three are listed. 
c) None of the parties reached (or achieved) an absolute majority or 50% of the votes 

plus 1. 
d) 3 

 
11 Global problems (2 points altogether) 

a) E.g. the countries with the biggest reserves produce less than developed countries, 
which have more limited reserves. (Other correct answers describing a valid 
contradiction are also acceptable) (1 point) 
b) E.g. the developed countries are forced to produce more in the interests of 
increasing overall production. 
E.g. some countries in the Middle East reduce production in order to raise the price. 
E.g. Some countries reduce oil production for political reasons. (0.5 points per item) 

 
12 Contemporary Hungarian society (3 points altogether) 

a) E.g. Hungary was a dictatorship or a party-state (1 point) 
b) E.g. constitutionality, the protection of fundamental rights, the separation of the 

branches of power, the establishment of a balance between the branches of power, 
the protection of the constitution (a maximum of two items may be evaluated) (0.5 
points per item) 

c) E.g.: preliminary checking of norms, interpretation of the constitution, subsequent 
checking of norms (a maximum of two items may be evaluated) (0.5 points per 
item) 
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II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 

13 The Counter-Reformation (short) 
 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents Catholic renewal and outlines the role 
of the arts in this process. 
The answer focuses on some fundamental connections (e.g. 
the convocation of the Council of Trent played a significant 
role in stopping and reversing the process by which the 
Catholic Church was continually losing ground; thanks to the 
various fields of activity of the Jesuit order Catholicism was 
strengthened in many areas. Thanks to its stylistic features 
Baroque played a significant part in reinforcing the spiritual-
religious conviction of the faithful) and also gives concrete 
solutions for them. 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the events connected to the 
question took place in the 16th and 17th centuries. S/he can 
name key events (Council of Trent, foundation of the Jesuit 
order, etc.), s/he can locate the development of the Baroque in 
time (end of the 16th century, beginning of the 17th century). 
S/he can name the countries which took a leading role in the 
process of Catholic renewal. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms (church, 
pope, arts, Catholic renewal, etc.), and topic-related special 
vocabulary (council, Jesuits, Index, inquisition, religious 
polemics, re-Catholicisation, Baroque, extreme spirituality, 
etc.).  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Jesuits aimed to 
strengthen the position of the Catholic Church by spreading 
the faith in different ways (preaching to the public, education, 
instruction), or s/he says that the most important objectives of 
the Council of Trent were to internally reinforce the Catholic 
Church and to contain the Reformation. 
C E.g.: the candidate lists the artistic methods which made the 
Baroque perfectly suited to reinforce people's faith, etc. 

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the process of Catholic renewal. 
C E.g.: the convocation of the Council of Trent played a 
significant role in stopping and reversing the process by which 
the Catholic Church was continually losing ground and it 
aimed both to renew the church internally and to recover the 
positions it had lost. 
C E.g.: thanks to the Jesuit order’s activities in various fields 
Catholicism was strengthened in many areas, e.g. in education, 

0–8 
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in the publication of books, and the internal structure of the 
church was reinforced, etc. 
C E.g.: thanks to its characteristics Baroque art played a 
significant part in reinforcing the spiritual-religious conviction 
of the faithful through painting and architecture (its methods are 
movement, the extensive use of decorations). 

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
 
14 The economy of Western Europe in the early modern period (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate analyses the causes and the process of 
economic and social changes in Western Europe. 
The analysis presents the connections between the age of 
discovery and socio-economic transformations in Western 
Europe (e.g. the import of precious metals contributed to 
the accumulation of capital and the development of 
factories, while the enclosures contributed to the evolution 
of the working class). 
The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the social and economic 
changes took place in Western Europe after the discoveries 
in the 16th and 17th centuries. The changes primarily 
affected the centre, and partly countries in a semi-peripheral 
position. Italy, as well as the countries of the Iberian 
Peninsula, gradually fell behind the forefront of 
development. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: e.g. age 
of discovery, accumulation of capital, world trade, import, 
export. 
C The candidate correctly uses topic-related special 
vocabulary: e.g. enclosures, factories, urbanisation, bill of 
exchange, publicity, tenant, enterprise. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the significance of the 
spread of factories and s/he says that it was accompanied by 
social transformations. 
C E.g.: the candidate points out the consequences of 
enclosures and s/he says that the modern city developed in 
Western Europe. 

0–10 
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C E.g.: the candidate analyses the process of the 
development of world trade or s/he mentions the 
consequences of the discoveries for different regions of 
Europe. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents social changes (a significant 
proportion of peasants became wage-workers in the cities) and 
s/he says that this transformation was a precondition of 
modern capitalism. 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals and analyses the effect that the 
discoveries had on the development of the capitalist socio-
economic structure. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the destinations and product 
types of the principal world trade routes and s/he says that it 
was primarily Western European countries (England, 
Holland) that profited from the trade between Europe, 
Africa and America. 
C E.g.: the candidate reveals that there is a close connection 
between the expansion of commercial enterprises and the 
development of world trade, and s/he says that the import of 
precious metals had different effects in various regions of 
Europe. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that depriving peasants of 
their land was the most important precondition of mass 
production. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the development of 
financial transactions resulted in the appearance and rise of 
agents, entrepreneurs and dynasties of bankers, which was 
indispensable for the establishment of modern financial 
management. 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 

0–12 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear 
and unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
15 The problems of the Third World in the 20th century (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the crises of the Third World, and also 
mentions the consequences of the different problems in his/her 
answer. 
The answer uses the sources and focuses on some fundamental 
connections (e.g. overpopulation, poverty, the socio-economic 
ramifications of the food crisis). 

0–4 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that this problem first emerged in the 
second half of the 20th century, particularly in the countries of 
the southern hemisphere, but it has consequences for the whole 
world. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: population, 
metropolis, industrial production, agricultural production, etc., 
and topic-related special vocabulary: Third World, developing 
countries, demographic boom, tax burden, etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that in the second half of the 20th 
century population growth in the developing countries was 
significantly faster than in the industrialised countries, and also 
says that agricultural developments did not keep pace with rapid 
population growth, so developing countries suffered a food 
crisis. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Third World countries are 
running ever deeper into debt and urban populations are 
growing. The candidate also says that these factors hinder 
economic development. 

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the connections between economic and 
social characteristics of the Third World. 
C E.g.: the candidate analyses the causes of the demographic 
boom (e.g. the changes in the birth and death rates, the lack of 
family planning and birth control), and says that these causes are 
connected to the food crisis and economic and cultural factors. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that an increasing part of the 
population moves to the cities because agricultural 
developments fail to happen, but they do not find employment. 
The candidate also says that because of this the majority of them 
end up in city slums. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the economic and social 
problems of the Third World are interconnected, and also says 
that because of this they can only be helped by international co-
operation (international agricultural research, aid programmes, 
etc.). 

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
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16 Military alliances before World War I (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
the task 

The candidate describes the formation of the opposing alliances 
of World War I. 
The answer focuses on the conflicts concerning the colonies 
between the great powers and imperialistic aspirations. 
The analysis reveals how the struggle over dividing up the world 
influenced the birth of the various alliances. 
The candidate uses and analyses the sources in his or her 
answer, and formulates major statements and conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the alliances started taking shape in 
the 1870s and they were finalised in the first decade of the 20th 
century. The candidate mentions some concrete dates (1882, 
1904, 1907). The candidate names the European powers which 
formed the alliances and locations of colonial conflicts (Africa, 
the Middle East, the Far East, etc.). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: colony, 
development, military conflict, etc. 
C The candidate uses correctly the following topic-related 
special vocabulary: Triple Alliance, Entente, etc. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate names the military alliances: the alliance 
of the three emperors (1873; Germany, Russia, Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy), the Triple Alliance (1882; Germany, 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, Italy), the Entente (1904, 1907; 
Russia, Great Britain, France), and also says that two opposing 
alliances were formed before World War I. 
C E.g.: using the diagram, the candidate presents the unequal 
development of the great powers, and also says that one of the 
causes of this was economic change during the second industrial 
revolution. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the German economy 
needed markets and raw materials, and also says that Germany’s 
faster development of heavy industries deepened the conflicts 
between the colonisers, or mentions that the establishment of a 
unified Germany altered the former balance of power between 
the great powers. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that one of the main motives 
behind the establishment of the alliances was the colonial race, 
and also says that the conflict between the traditional colonising 
states (Britain, France) diminished. 

0–10 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the defining factors in the establishment 
of the alliances, and mentions the objectives of the various 
member states. 
C E.g.: the candidate analyses the objectives of German foreign 
policy (the isolation of France, the establishment of a colonial 
empire, the establishment of links with the Middle East, etc.), 
and says that the rivalry between the great powers played an 
important part in the establishment of the different alliances. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the developing economy of 
Germany needed colonies, and says that this was the reason why 
its foreign policy became aggressive. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Germany’s development of 
a naval fleet, which jeopardised Britain’s hegemony on the seas, 
played a great part in the deterioration of British-German 
relations. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the Balkans issue (the problems 
of the countries recently liberated from Turkish rule, the 
intensifying Russian influence in the region), or mentions the 
question of the sea straits stressing the role of Britain and the 
importance of the decisions to secure free shipping. The 
candidate mentions that by the end of the 19th century the 
Balkans became the region affected by the worst crisis in 
Europe. 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 

0–12 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
17 The Árpád period (short) 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on the role of the establishment of the 
Christian monarchy and the development of the state 
organisation in the social transformations of the period. 
The essay also reveals major relationships by using the sources 
(e.g. the monarch secured the functioning of the church by 
means of laws). 

 
 
 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the foundation of the state dates 
back to 1000 or 1001, the coronation of (Saint) Stephen I. The 
candidate also mentions the period of the reign of (Saint) 
Stephen I and says that the Christian Hungarian state was 
founded in the Carpathian Basin. 

 
 
 

0–4 
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: state, state 
organisation, society, Christianity, property, church, power, etc., 
and correctly uses topic-related special vocabulary (tithe, bailiff, 
county, aristocrat, Christian monarchy, etc.). 

 
 
 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that (Saint) Stephen I secured the 
financial foundations (e.g. the tithe) of the church and the 
practice of the Christian faith (e.g. foundation of churches, 
fasting) with his gifts of land and laws. The candidate also says 
that the same led to the development of the church-based society 
and the church organisation. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that as a result of the spreading 
system of feudal property and laws the conditions of aristocrats, 
free commoners, and servants had been transformed by the 13th 
century, and also says that the cause of this was the fact that 
landowners obliged freemen to perform services, while some 
servants received land in exchange for a certain part of their 
produce. 

 
 
 
 

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the causes of social changes and the 
characteristics of the social structure. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the social groups of secular 
and ecclesiastic leaders evolved thanks to grants of land and also 
says that this new group of leaders supported (Saint) Stephen I 
in state organisation. 
C E.g. the candidate says that (Saint) Stephen I ensured the 
protection of private property in his laws and as a result private 
ownership, which is the social and economic basis of feudalism, 
solidified. 
C E.g.: the candidate lists the principal social groups, and s/he 
refers to the legal and financial differences between them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

 
 

0–2 
TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
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18 Tri-partite Hungary (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on efforts to unify Hungary between 
1541 and 1629. 
The answer focuses on György Fráter, István Bocskai, and 
Gábor Bethlen’s ideas about unifying the country. 
The analysis reveals the factors which hindered these plans 
with respect to existing power conditions. 
The candidate uses and analyses the sources in his or her 
answer, and formulates major statements and conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions the most significant dates of the 
events under analysis (the recapture of Buda, the Bocskai 
freedom fight, Gábor Bethlen’s reign) and the geographical 
features of the three parts. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: unification, 
diet, estates, etc. 
C The candidate correctly uses topic-related special vocabulary: 
occupation, Principality of Transylvania, hajdú, etc. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that after 1541 György Fráter 
intended to unify the country in alliance with the Habsburgs and 
in opposition to the Turks. The candidate also says that this may 
be explained by his disappointment in Turkish policies. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that after György Fráter’s death 
the Turks led several campaigns between 1552 and 1566, but 
they could not occupy the entire territory of the country. The 
candidate also says that the Habsburgs did not have the military 
strength to defeat the Turks either, and this made unification 
impossible. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that as a consequence of the 15 
years’ war unification efforts were linked to the anti-Habsburg 
struggle, and also says that the Principality of Transylvania 
played an important part in this effort. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Bocskai and Bethlen 
envisaged a possible unification in the more distant future, and 
also says that at that time they accepted compromises, or they 
saw the differences in power realistically. 

0–10 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the main features of efforts towards 
unification, analyses the aims and the options, and reveals the 
factors which hindered their realisation. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that tripartite Hungary became a 
buffer zone between two large empires and the target of their 
power struggles. The candidate also says that as a result of this, 
Hungary had a very narrow sphere of action within which to 
achieve independence. 

0–12 
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C E.g.: the candidate mentions that György Fráter, who counted 
on the military assistance of the Holy Roman Empire, intended to 
unify the country with the Habsburgs, and also says that the 
German forces proved to be inadequate against the superior 
Turkish forces in the second half of the 16th century. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that during the 15 years’ war 
between the Turks and the Habsburgs Bocskai could have 
achieved independence for Hungary with the assent of the Turks 
and against the Habsburgs. The candidate also says that this 
would have involved the expansion of Turkish rule, so Bocskai 
rejected it. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Prince Gábor Bethlen of 
Transylvania, who entered the 15 years’ war, achieved victories 
against the Habsburgs. The candidate also says that in the first 
half of the 17th century the unification of Hungary was not 
realistic, because it would have had to be achieved in opposition 
to one of the great powers. 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
19 Industrialisation in the reform period, capitalist transformation (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on the beginnings of industrialisation 
in Hungary, reveals its contradictions, and mentions that 
industrialisation was one of the central issues in the reform 
period. 
The essay reveals major relationships by using the sources (e.g.: 
the connection between the lack of French support and the 
defeat at Nagyszombat). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events.  
C The candidate mentions that the reform period was between 
1830 and 1848, when Hungary was part of the Habsburg 
Empire. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: transport, 
railway, boom, manufacturing industry, banking, 
industrialisation, etc. The candidate correctly uses topic-
related special vocabulary (reform period, support for the 

0–4 
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industry, Védegylet [society for the protection of Hungarian 
products], system of protective duties, trade in agricultural 
produce, etc.). 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate says that at the beginning of the 19th 
century the manufacturing industry was insignificant in 
Hungary, and also says that this was caused by the lack of 
capital and the country’s situation in the empire. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the factors of industrial 
development in the reform period (the role of the state, 
Kossuth’s role, accumulation of capital in the country), and 
also says that the manufacturing industry (food, textiles, iron, 
and construction) started developing in the 1840s. 

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind an 
event 

S The candidate presents the beginnings of industrialisation in 
Hungary and reveals its contradictions. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the market’s capacity for 
absorbing goods increased as the population grew in the 
reform period, and also says that as a result of this, former 
workshops expanded into factories. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the role of the pro-reform 
opposition in supporting industry (transport developments, 
new factories, Védegylet), and also says that Kossuth realised 
that the introduction of an independent system of protective 
duties was a prerequisite for industrial development in 
Hungary. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Hungary had an 
underdeveloped transport system, and/or banking system, 
which hindered development, and also says that 
improvements started in the 1840s. 

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language   

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

 EXAM POINTS 7 
 
20 The relationship between the Habsburg court and the Hungarian estates (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate analyses the given period from the point of view 
of the developments in the relationship between the Habsburg 
court and the estates. 
The candidate presents the central and feudal control and the 
functioning of the Habsburg state organisation in Hungary. 
The candidate mentions the causes and consequences of the 
changes in the legal situation. 
The candidate uses and analyses the sources in his or her 
answer, and formulates major statements and conclusions. 

0–8 
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Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the object of the analysis is 
Hungary/the Kingdom of Hungary, which was part of the 
Habsburg Empire, in the 18th century, and also mentions some 
specific dates which are connected to the topic (e.g. 1711, 
1722-23, 1740-1780, 1780-1790). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: government, 
office hierarchy, king, legal relations, diet, etc. 
C The candidate uses correctly topic-related special vocabulary 
(enlightened absolutism, council of the governor-general, royal 
chancery, palatine, law, decree, settlement of feudal services, 
permanent army, etc.). 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the Pragmatic Sanction 
the Hungarian estates accepted Habsburg succession on the 
female line, and also says that in exchange for this, the 
monarch guaranteed the rights of the estates. 
C E.g.: the candidate presents the offices which were involved 
in the administration of Hungarian affairs, and says that the 
Habsburgs had a decisive control over these offices. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the diet and the county 
assemblies were the most significant feudal institutions, and 
says that it was in these that the control/influence of the estates 
could prevail, or the monarch controlled these indirectly (e.g. 
Lord Lieutenant). 
T E.g.: the candidate mentions concrete measures after reading 
the text (e.g. the office of the palatine, the increasing 
Hungarian influence in the Council of the Governor-General, 
etc.), or mentions the contents of the laws and says that they 
reinforced the privileges of the estates. 

0–10 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the causes and the consequences of the 
changes in the political and legal relations between the 
Habsburg court and the Hungarian estates. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that at the beginning of the 18th 
century the estates were in a better situation than before the 
freedom fight, or the candidate evaluates the Treaty of Szatmár 
with respect to the Hungarian estates. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the legal and political 
situation was influenced by events both at home and abroad 
(e.g. the Rákóczi freedom fight, the Austrian war of succession, 
the strengthening resistance of the estates), and says that in a 
situation which was disadvantageous to them, the Habsburgs 
were willing to guarantee the rights of the estates. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the period of enlightened 
absolutism (the second stage of Maria Theresa’s reign and the 
reign of Joseph II) there were attempts to limit and/or eliminate 
the rights of the estates, and also says that this was because the 

0–12 
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existing privileges of the estates hindered imperial efforts at 
modernisation and centralisation. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that after the death of Joseph II 
the rights of the estates were reinstated, and also says that this 
was connected to the changes in the political situation in 
Europe (the French Revolution) and in Hungary (national 
awakening). 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear 
and unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
21 The Premiership of Gyula Gömbös             (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding of 
task 

The candidate describes Gyula Gömbös’s political and social
aims, and in his/her answer also says that he made efforts to 
strengthen the authority of the executive. 
The essay reveals major relationships by using the sources (e.g.
the compromise with the Social Democrats and the principle of
popular representation). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that the question is about post-
Trianon Hungary in the 1930s, and also mentions the date
when the Gömbös government took office (1932) and its
antecedent: the international economic crisis (from 1929). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: society,
politics, nation, etc., and correctly uses topic-related special 
vocabulary (national action plan, revision, government
programme, nationalism, irredentism, demagogy, etc.). 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions the parts of the text which
refer to the political changes (stress on national self-interest, 
“I intend to be the leader … of the new generation”, etc.), and
also says that as well as maintaining law and order, Gömbös 
aimed to establish a state controlled by the “leader” (himself). 
C E.g.: based on the programme, the candidate mentions
Gömbös’s social aims (the elimination of social problems),

0–6 
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and also says that these problems were connected to the 
economic crisis and the social problems of post-Trianon 
Hungary (the promise of the rise of the nation and revision). 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate analyses Gömbös’s political and social aims. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the speech prepared the 
ground for a change in politics, and also says that the parts
referring to the intention to push the traditional/conservative
social groups into the background and his promises to
everyone also support this. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Gömbös promised to 
improve the economy and to create social security, and also
says that this is why his popularity grew at the beginning of
the 1930s. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the long term, Gömbös
intended to establish an Italian-style (corporate) state, and 
also says that the political and social conditions were not
suitable. 

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language   

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28
 EXAM POINTS 7
 
22 Cultural policies in the Kádár era      (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the characteristics of cultural policies in 
the Kádár era. 
In his/her answer the candidate focuses on the so-called three 
Ts [Hungarian támogat, tűr, tilt]. 
The analysis reveals the contradictions of these cultural 
policies (e.g. the role of censorship in reinforcing power and 
legitimacy). 
The candidate uses and analyses the sources in his or her 
answer, and formulates major statements and conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that by Kádár era we mean the 
period between the end of 1956 and 1989, and also says that 
Hungary belonged to the eastern bloc. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate correctly uses the following general terms: 
Communism, Socialism, ideology, intellectuals, culture, 
censorship, etc. 
C The candidate correctly uses the following topic-related 
special vocabulary: three Ts=támogat-tűr-tilt [support-tolerate-
ban], etc. 

0–6 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the sources 
in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from them.  
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Kádár’s cultural policies were 
characterised by the “three Ts”, and also says that this meant that 
some works were supported and some were just tolerated, while 
“hostile” works were banned. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in comparison with the 
preceding period, it was a new phenomenon that even works which 
were not founded on Communist ideology were allowed to be 
published, and also says that these had to be politically harmless. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that dissident works could only be 
published in the West or as samizdat, and also says that the reason 
for this was that these works criticised the political system (one-
party dictatorship) or the Soviet Union. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in the 1980s more and more 
artists were criticising the system, and also says that this was 
connected to changes in the international situation and the 
development of dissident movements. 

0–10 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the components and contradictions of the 
Kádár era. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the hegemony of Communist 
ideology prevailed in cultural policies, and also says that 
censorship was difficult to comprehend, as its rules were never 
formalised. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that György Aczél was the person 
responsible for the cultural policies of the period, or that the 
objective of cultural policies was to demand loyalty to the Kádár 
spirit, and also says that the principle of “whoever is not against us 
is on our side” was used. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that although cultural policies 
allowed greater freedom than previously, police forces could still 
be used against artists, and also says that this made it possible for 
the authorities to control cultural policies. 
C E.g.: the candidate explains the meaning of the three Ts in 
cultural policies and says that the category of “tolerated” works 
continually broadened, but true freedom was never achieved in the 
field of culture either. 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis with 
his or her own knowledge and statements. 

0–12 

Structure and 
clear language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion of 
the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
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