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Guide to the evaluation of the essays 
 
The paper should be corrected using the following symbols, and in a colour different from 
that used by the candidate. 
 
1. Correct answer           
2. Missing part        √  
3. Not closely connected to topic      [    ] 
4. Unnecessary part that cannot be evaluated (crossed out)   
5. Grave mistake in the content (underlined)                                     

6. Meaningless, unclear text, logical problems (underlined)       ∼∼∼∼∼∼ 
7. Inaccurate use of English (underlined))          ………… 
8. Grave spelling or punctuation mistake (underlined) 

 
Under each task, on the left-hand side of a box you can find the number of maximum 

points that can be given. Write the total (added-up) number of points achieved by the 
candidate in one task into the right-hand side of this box. 

The sub-points given for the sub-tasks should also be written on the test paper(s). 
Only the solutions provided in the key can be accepted, and the maximum number of 

points for each task should not be disregarded. The detailed key indicates if (parts of) 
alternative answers, i.e. reasoning, can differ from the ones that are provided in the key. 

 
 

I. Correcting and evaluating short-answer tasks 

 
The basis for evaluation is that the answers provided in the key must always be 

accepted. 
 

Scoring 
 
Correct answer/ or part of an answer:   0.5 or 1 point (according to the key) 
Incorrect answer:     0 points 
Missing answer:     0 points 

 

0.5 points can only be given where the key specifically allows for it. 
Points allocated to individual parts of a task cannot be further subdivided. 
When adding up the sub points for a task, points should not be rounded up or down, e.g. 

3.5 should be left as 3.5 and not 4 points. 
 
 

When scoring tasks with answers consisting of several elements or parts: 
 
•  when 2 points can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be awarded 1 point, 
•  when 1 point can be given and the answer consists of two parts, each correct part can 

be rewarded with 0.5 points. 
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In the case of open-ended questions (e.g. reasoning, text analysis) any answer that has 
the same content as the answer provided in the key should be accepted. 

In the case of tasks where the candidate has had to choose the correct answer from 
among several options, e.g. to decide if a statement is true or false, no points can be given to a 
candidate who has underlined or marked more than one of the options. 

Extra points cannot be given. 
Points cannot be subtracted for incorrect or missing answers. 
The key must be followed in all circumstances, except in very special cases, the reason 

for which must be explained in writing. 
 

 
II. Correcting and evaluating longer, essay-type questions 

 
1. Choosing the right tasks 

 
Altogether four tasks can be evaluated: 

two short and two long essays, which must all be about different periods, with at least 
two of them dealing with Hungarian history, and at least one with world history. 

 
Evaluating the paper when the essay questions were not chosen correctly 

 

If the candidate chose four tasks but disregarded the guidelines for choosing the right 
essay length or period, etc. 

• the task(s) that would bring the fewest points should be disregarded so that the total 
score is as high as possible 

• the task (or those two or three tasks) that are chosen correctly and that would bring the 
highest number of points to the candidate should be evaluated and scored 

If a candidate started working on more than four tasks, but his or her final choice of 
tasks is not indicated properly, and there are four tasks that were chosen correctly, then the 
task that comes earliest in the test booklet should be evaluated, followed by those two that 
were correctly chosen. For example these can be tasks 13, 16, 17, 20. or 14, 16, 17, 20. 

If the candidate starts working on more than four tasks, but s/he has not chosen at least 
four tasks correctly, then those or that one should be evaluated that were correctly chosen, and 
which would bring the highest number of points. 

If the candidate starts working on all the tasks but has failed to indicate which four s/he 
would like evaluated, then, according to the instructions to the test, tasks 13, 16, 19, 22. 
should be evaluated. 

 
2. Evaluating the tasks 

 
When evaluating the tasks, the following should be taken into consideration: 
 
a) understanding of the task 
b) proper and relevant content 
c) logical overall structure and accurate language 
The essay-type questions should be evaluated using the key, which contains specific 

guidelines for evaluating the content and the skills that are required. 
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a) Scoring of ’understanding of the task’: 
 
When evaluating whether the candidate has understood the task properly, consider the 
following 

• Identifying the task (period, topic): did the candidate write about the problem, topic,   
  and period in question? 
• Keeping to the topic, emphasizing the main points: did the candidate focus on the  
  main point of the question? 
• Content value, complexity: how complex and relevant are the reasoning and the  
  statements? 

  • Variety and efficiency of skills used: did the candidate use the sources, and did s/he  
    state the main points and draw the conclusion properly? 
 

First of all decide whether the candidate can be given any points at all (out of the 
maximum 4 or 8 points) for ‘understanding of the task’. If not, the total number of points 
achieved for that task can only be 0 too. 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 

4 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the problem, 
and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focused. The candidate uses the sources to 
draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is balanced. 
3 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, 
understands it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced or not focused.  
2 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the sources 
are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely  
misunderstood it, does not use the sources and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

 
 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 

7-8 points can only be given if the candidate has fully and correctly understood the 
problem, and his/her answer is proportionate, logical and focussed. The candidate uses the 
sources to draw important conclusions; the ratio of specific and general statements is 
balanced. 
4-6 points can be given if the candidate deals with the whole scope of the problem, and has 
understood it correctly, but the answer is unbalanced and not focussed. 
2-3 points can be given if the problem is only partially dealt with, and, although the 
sources are used, no main conclusions are drawn from them.. 
1 point can be given if at least one of the statements of the candidate proves that s/he has 
understood the problem, but most of the answer does not focus on identifying or discussing 
the problem task. 
0 points can be given if the candidate has not understood the task or has completely 
misunderstood it, does not use the sources, and his/her statements are not relevant to the 
problem. 

b) Scoring ‘skills and content’ 
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In the key the skills and competences a candidate has to show are marked with the letter 

‘S’, while the description of what is required in terms of content is marked with the letter ‘C’.  
Usually one or two elements of content correspond to a skill or competence in the case 

of the shorter problem-solving essay tasks, whereas in the case of the longer, analysis-type 
essay tasks two or three elements will be involved, especially in the part where the causes of 
an event are to be identified. If the key identifies only one element of content as belonging to 
a skill, then the number of points given for skills and contents must be the same. As a general 
rule, follow the guidelines below when scoring the ‘skills and content’ section: 

 
Scoring ‘Skills’ (‘S’) 

 
2 points can be given if the score for content belonging to skill is relatively high (more than 
50 percent of the maximum points ) 
1 point can be given if the candidate achieved at least 1 point for content and there are no 
grave mistakes (incorrect facts or statements) 
0 points can be given if the candidate does not get any points for content and his/her 
answer contains a grave mistake. 

 
Naturally, there is a close relationship between these two aspects of scoring, since the 

skills can only be realized and evaluated through (the study of) content. 
The examples (E.g.) provided in the contents section show what can be accepted as 

good answers. Most of the elements of content have two parts: identifying the period and 
the topic; using concrete and abstract concepts; listing (identifying and presenting) and 
interpretation (conclusion). If the answer fails to include both of these pairs, then of course it 
means that the score should be halved too, leaving 1 point instead of the maximum 2. 
Obviously in the case of the content other combinations of elements can be accepted, besides 
those provided in the key, especially in the case of lists and conclusions. Sometimes the key 
uses the word ‘or’ when listing several good examples, but not all correct answers are listed 
here, so these are not the only ones that can be accepted. 
 
Scoring ‘Contents’ (‘C’) 
 
2 points can be given if sufficient accurate information is included, the analysis refers 
properly and adequately to the sources (author, intentions, conditions, etc.); identifies 
several typical causes and results, and/or mentions people who are involved in the historical 
events. 

1 point can be given if insufficient and not very relevant information, conclusions, or 
statements, and only few (and not very typical) data are included. 

0 points can be given if no data are provided, relationships between events are not 
identified, or the statements are incorrect. 
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c) Scoring ’structure and clear language’ 
 
For shorter, problem-solving essay tasks 
 
2 points can be given if the text is structured and well-built of clear sentences, without 
grave spelling or punctuation mistakes. 
1 point can be given if the text contains several grammar and spelling mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the text is merely an outline, an incoherent set of sentences. 

 
For longer, analysis-type essay tasks 
 
7-8 points can be given if the text is logically structured, coherent and well-built of clear 
sentences, suits the content, with detailed and varied statements, and without spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes. 
4-6 points can be given if the text is not very logically structured, but contains clear 
sentences; some of the statements are simple, one-sided, and there are some minor spelling, 
punctuation or grammar mistakes.  
2-3 points can be given if the text contains clear sentences but is poorly structured, lacks 
the right proportions, and is incomplete (e.g. the introductory, body or concluding 
paragraph is missing). The statements are simplified, one-sided, with errors in the use of 
language. 
1 point can be given if the text contains sentences, but without textual or contextual 
coherence, and with grave spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
0 points can be given if the answer is merely an outline made up of words, rather than 
sentences. 

 
3. The length of essay-type tasks 
 

It is one of the fundamental writing skills to be able to express one’s thoughts within the 
limits specified by the task. The candidate may finish writing in the blank space below the 
dotted lines, and this part of his/her answer can also be evaluated. In the case of short tasks, 
this cannot be more than ca. 2-3 lines, while in the case of long tasks, ca. 4-5 lines. 
 
4. The steps in evaluating the essay-type tasks 

 
1. Study the key for the task. 
2. Study the evaluation guide above. 
3. Check whether the candidate has chosen the tasks correctly. 
4. Read the candidate’s essay at least twice. 
5. Give the various scores using the guides for scoring. 
6. Add up the scores that will give the total number of points, then divide it by 3 or 4 to 

get the exam points. 
7. Do not round the scores for the tasks up or down. 
8. Add up the exam points of the four essays. Do not round the complete exam score up  

or down if it is a number ending in 0.5. If the end of the number is less than 0.5, then 
round it down, if it is 0.6 or more, then round it up. (E.g.: leave the number 27.5 as it 
is, but 27.3 points should be rounded down to 27 points, while 27.7 points should be 
rounded up to 28 points.) 
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III. How to calculate the final score of the exam paper 
 

Add up the scores for the first and second parts (I and II). (These may have been 
rounded up or down previously.) 
 
Tables for evaluating and scoring the tasks 
 
Short essay tasks 
 

Maximum Achieved Criteria Points 
Understanding of task 4  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 4  
Use of sources 6  
Describing the reasons behind an event 8  
Structure, clear language 2  
Total 28  
 DIVIDED BY 4 
Exam points 7  

 
 
Long essay tasks 
 

Maximum Achieved Criteria Points 
Understanding of task 8  
Location: era and place 4  
Use of special vocabulary 6  
Use of sources 10  
Describing the reasons behind an event 12  
Structure, clear language 8  
Total 48  
  DIVIDED BY 3 
Exam points 16  
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I SHORT-ANSWER TASKS 
 
1 The organisation of the Spartan state (4 points altogether) 

a) true 
b) false 
c) true 
d) false 

 
2 Religions (0.5 points per item, 3 points altogether) 
 a) Picture 1: Islam, Muslim 

    Picture 2: (Roman) Catholicism or Western Christianity, Latin 
    Picture 3: (Greek) Orthodox or Byzantine or Eastern Christianity (Early Christian 
is also acceptable.) 
b) 1 E.g.: monotheism, Quran, five prayers a day in the direction of Mecca or holy 

war to spread the faith or fasting in the month of Ramadan. (Any other 
appropriate answers are acceptable.) 

2 E.g.: monotheism, Bible, Latin language, headed by the Pope or recognition of 
the Holy Trinity. (Any other appropriate answers are acceptable.) 

3 E.g.: monotheism, Bible, Greek or national languages or close connection 
between imperial and pontifical power. (Any other appropriate answers are 
acceptable.) 

 
3 Saint Stephen’s activities as a church organiser (5 points altogether) 
 a) (0.5 points per item) I    esztergomi 

IV  pécsi 
VI  egri  

b) E.g.: Sunday as holiday, every ten villages to build a church, paying the tithe.                       
(0.5 points per item) 
c) E.g.: independence of the Hungarian church or thanks to the Archbishopric of 
Esztergom, Hungary remained independent from the influence of the German church 
or archbishopric, contributed to achieving sovereignity. (1 point) 
d) E.g.: Western-style development starts in Hungary, or Hungary became a Western-
style feudal monarchy. (1 point) 

 
 
4 Europe in the 18th century (5 points altogether) 
       

1 2 3 4 a) (1 point) D C A B 
 
 b)  1 D     2 C    3 A     4 B (0.5 points per item) 
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 c) (0.5 points per item) 

 
5 State educational policies in the 18th century (5 points altogether) 
 a) Maria Theresa (1740–1780) (0.5 points per item, 1.5 points altogether) 
 b) enlightened absolutism (1 point) 
 c) E.g. the proper education of youth, or raising the standard of teaching and the 

general level of education. (0.5 points) 
 d) E.g. the establishment of public welfare, or increasing the power of the empire, or 

the education of the loyal citizen. (1 point) 
 e) József Eötvös (1 point) 
 
6 Conflicts between the great powers (0.5 points per item, 3 points altogether) 

a) Great Britain 
b) the USA 
c) France 
d) Germany or Italy 
e) Belgium 
f) Germany 

 
7 Economic changes in the reform period (3 points altogether) 

a) the factory (0.5 points) 
b) (royal free) towns (0.5 points) 
c) E.g.: the freedom of trade, the freedom to found factories, the formation of the 
society for the protection of Hungarian products (Védegylet), improvement of the 
infrastructure (0.5 points per item) 
d) Védegylet (1 point) 

 
8 Germany after World War II (3 points altogether) 

a) In the Federal Republic of Germany (0.5 points) 
b) E.g.: the picture depicts isolation or destruction. (Any other appropriate answers 

are acceptable.) (1 point) 
c) 1961, 1989. (0.5 points per item) 
d) E.g.: the weakening of the Soviet Union or the defeat of the Soviet Union in the 

Cold War or the fall of Communist systems in Europe. (0.5 points) 
 
9 Hungary between the two world wars (3 points altogether) 
 a) the Communist Party or the extreme Left (1 point) 
 b) the (lower) middle class (1 point) 

3

2
1

4
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 c) events: e.g. the Soviet Republic (Tanácsköztársaság) 
                authors: e.g. a work by Marx or Lenin 
               (Any other appropriate answers are acceptable.) (0.5 points per item) 
 
10 The Kádár era (3 points altogether) 

a) 1966–1967 (0.5 points) 
b) picture 1: workers or employees (0.5 points) 

picture 2: (co-operative) peasantry (0.5 points) 
c) E.g.: allows private enterprise. (0.5 points) 
d) E.g.: to increase productivity or to improve supplies to the public or for other 

political and economic reasons. (1 point) 
 
11 The world economy after World War II (3 points altogether) 
 a) Japan (0.5 points) 
 b) Germany or Federal Republic of Germany (0.5 points) 
 c) the abolition of custom frontiers or the birth of a single market, or the free 

movement of capital and workforce. (1 point) 
d) E.g.: because they had industries which did not need a lot of raw materials 
(microelectronics, computers, robot technology, etc.), or thanks to their expertise, or 
because of low wages, or because of improvements in education. (1 point) 

 
12 The conditions of ethnic minorities (4 points altogether) 

a) E.g.: education in their mother tongue or use of names in their mother tongue or 
establishment of local and national autonomous governments. (0.5 points per item) 

b) Romania, Slovakia (0.5 points per item) 
c) E.g.: establishment of autonomous governments, or cultural groups, or schools or 

kindergartens or community houses, or local and national organisations for the 
protection of minority rights. (0.5 points per item) 

d) E.g.: references to historical traditions, or to living together in the same country, or 
because the law states this. (Any other appropriate answers are acceptable.) (1 
point) 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0613 11 / 25 2006. február 22. 

Történelem angol nyelven — emelt szint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

II LONGER, ESSAY-TYPE TASKS 
 
13 Ancient China (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate presents the golden age and main characteristics of 
the Chinese Empire. 
The answer focuses on some fundamental connections (e.g. China 
was an independent civilisation, which could keep its identity over 
a period of several thousands of years). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the first forms of civilisation were 
established along the Huang-ho (Yellow River) and the Yangtze 
(Blue River) in the middle of the 3rd millennium B.C., or also says 
that one of the golden periods in the history of ancient China was 
in the 3rd century B.C. (during the reign of Chin Shi Huang-ti). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: civilisation, 
states, conquest, etc., and topic-related special vocabulary (river 
culture, Buddhism, Confucianism, silk route, etc.) correctly.  

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the sources 
in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the irrigable land, which was 
suitable for farming, was limited to the valleys of the two big 
rivers (the greatest part of China is covered by mountains and 
deserts, which are not easily farmed), and that the establishment of 
a unified empire was made more difficult by nomadic attacks (e.g. 
the Huns) as well as geographical problems. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Great Wall was built along 
the Northern borders of China, or writes about Chinese inventions, 
and says that the isolation of the country and its geographical 
features both protected and isolated it from Europe.  

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the main features of Chinese society and 
economy.   
C E.g.: the candidate realizes that initially China was a classic 
example of river culture (like, for example, Egypt or 
Mesopotamia), and says that the cultivation of corn and rice 
provided the local population with food. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the empire, which was 
disunited because of attacks from outside and the struggle for the 
throne, was united during the Chin Dynasty, and that the Great 
Wall was built in self-defence against the Huns, or says that strong 
imperial power was established and this made great public 
constructions possible. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that several religions were present in 
China (e.g. Taoism, Buddhism) and an Eastern society evolved. The 
candidate also says that, for example, Confucianism taught that 
people should accept their condition, thus reinforcing the existing 
situation.  

0–8 
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Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical structure. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
 
 
14 Ancient Rome (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate presents the social changes which were caused by 
the wars of conquest.  
The answer focuses on the conquests and the social changes 
which followed them. 
The analysis presents the main social groups and the economic 
background of their formation (e.g. the knights and trade). 
The candidate includes the information provided by the sources 
in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that Rome initially conquered the 
Italian peninsula and later the Mediterranean in the 3rd and 1st 
centuries B.C. The candidate also mentions the Punic wars 
(e.g. 218-201 B.C.) and their geographic importance and 
consequences. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: war, army, 
conquest, slave, etc. 
C The candidate uses topic-related special vocabulary: plebeians, 
patricians, knighthood, optimates, senatorial order, latifundium, 
slaves, ancient proletariat, etc. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the sources 
in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the wars of conquest 
fundamentally realigned social conditions, and says that 
masses of peasants were ruined, while the aristocracy got 
wealthier. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the aristocracy acquired 
the majority of the conquered lands (ager publicus), and that 
thanks to this great estates were formed, which were mostly 
cultivated by slaves. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the knights had significant 
influence, and says that they worked in business, but could not 
hold public offices. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the area of Rome increased 
significantly thanks to the wars of conquest, and that this caused 
the crisis of the institutions of the republic in the long run. 

0–10 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals that the wars of conquest led to social 
and economic changes. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the rapid decrease in the 
number of free peasants fundamentally changed the structure of 
Roman society, and that the consequently evolving ancient 
proletariat earned a living from temporary work and by selling 
their political rights. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the masses of free peasants 
doing military service lost the majority of their lands, which 
indirectly contributed to the crisis in the military. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that this caused grave social 
problems, and that they attempted to solve the problems by 
introducing reforms (e.g. the Gracchus brothers). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the owners of the great 
estates formed the new senatorial order (Optimates), and also 
says that this further emphasised their leading role in politics. 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 

0–12

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion of 
the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
 
15 The Napoleonic wars (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task  

The candidate focuses on the turning points of the Napoleonic 
wars, and mentions the objectives and main characteristics of 
Napoleon’s foreign policy. 
The answer uses the sources and focuses on some fundamental 
connections (e.g. the Continental Blockade greatly contributed 
to the Russian campaign). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that after his seizure of power and his 
coronation as emperor, Napoleon was continually engaged in 
wars (1804-1815), and also lists some of his wars and battles 
(e.g. Austerlitz, Trafalgar, Borodino, Waterloo). The candidate 
mentions the geographical connections of the Continental 
Blockade. 

0–4 
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: military 
campaign, restoration, empire, etc., and topic-related special 
vocabulary: natural borders, Continental Blockade, etc. 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Napoleon wanted to use the 
Continental Blockade to bring Britain to its knees by banning all 
trade with that country, and also says that the ban did not 
achieve this, but caused grave losses to a number of countries on 
the continent. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Napoleon suffered a series 
of military defeats from 1812 onwards and that the co-operation 
between the European powers (Britain, Russia, Prussia, Austria) 
made his fall inevitable. 

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals that Napoleon either conquered or made 
into his satellites almost all of Europe, but his successes proved 
to be temporary. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the spreading bourgeois 
transformation played an important part in his successes. The 
candidate also says that his fall was partly caused by the 
realisation on the part of the nations of Europe that the primary 
aims of his policy were conquest and building an empire, or the 
candidate says that Napoleon intended to achieve hegemony in 
Europe and that this led to the formation of the anti-Napoleon 
alliance. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Napoleon could achieve his 
military successes thanks to his personal qualities and his 
modern army and war management. The candidate also says that 
his fall was caused by both his diplomatic and military (Russian 
campaign) failures. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the so-called Battle of the 
Nations (Leipzig) and the Battle of Waterloo led to Napoleon’s 
final defeat, and the candidate also says that besides his military 
weakness, his fall was caused by both the new European 
nationalism and the alliance between the old dynasties. 

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
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16 Bolshevism (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points

Understanding 
the task 

The candidate presents the main characteristics of Bolshevist 
ideology, as well as the transformations it went through. The 
candidate writes about the antecedents of Soviet ideology. 
The candidate reveals the basic connections between Marxism, 
Leninism, and Stalinism. 
The analysis shows the connections between the intentions drawn 
up in the ideology and actual practice (e.g. the connections 
between dictatorship and the personality cult, or the radical social 
transformation and the establishment of dictatorship). 
The candidate uses and analyses the sources in his or her answer, 
and formulates major statements and conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that the Bolshevik take-over (November 7, 
1917) succeeded with Lenin as its leader, and also mentions 
World War I (1914-1918), or states that Stalin’s dictatorship 
started in the 1920s. The candidate also mentions the 
geographical connections of the events (e.g. Saint Petersburg, or 
mentions geographical features of the Soviet Union). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: revolution, 
take-over, dictatorship, party, etc. 
C The candidate uses correctly the following topic-related special 
vocabulary: Capitalism, Socialism, personality cult, proletariat, 
vanguard, Stakhanovist, etc. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the sources 
in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the revolutionary programme of 
Marx and Engels had a great influence on Lenin. The candidate 
also says that the leader of the Bolshevik party based his tenets on 
the Communist Manifesto. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that Lenin made the establishment 
of the Communist dictatorship his objective, and also says that in 
order to implement it, the leader of the party considered any 
means permissible. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the views expressed by Lenin 
were precursors of Stalinist dictatorship (the personality cult). 
The candidate also says that the dictatorship deprived a large 
number of people of their civil rights, and many of them were 
also killed. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the world revolution did not 
occur as the Bolsheviks had hoped. The candidate mentions that 
modernisation and industrialisation were only possible at the 
expense of the living conditions of the population. 

0–10 
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Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the ideological background and the 
components of the Bolshevik take-over and the characteristics of 
the Stalinist dictatorship. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Bolsheviks aimed at 
seizing power, and says that they used all means to attain this. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that Lenin announced the new 
economic policy after the failure of (military) Communism, and 
that this restored market conditions. The candidate also says that 
several party members considered this to be a return to Capitalism 
and so expressed their criticism. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that in 1922 the Soviet Union was 
established by military means in the wake of a civil war. The 
candidate also says that it had the forced transformation of society 
as its aim (e.g. the elimination of the leading classes and the class 
of the kulaks). 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that Stalin’s personal dictatorship, 
together with the party and the interior administration, held the 
country in continuous terror, and also says that this often led to 
illegitimate measures and open terror. 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 

0–12

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion of 
the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
 
17 Matthias Hunyadi’s interior policy (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on the causes of the plot against Matthias, 
and in his/her answer says what connections there were between 
the plot and the economic and social conditions of the period. 
The essay also reveals major relationships by using the sources 
(e.g. the connection between the attempt at securing centralised 
royal power and the resistance of the estates). 

 
 
 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate points out that during Matthias’s reign (1458-
90) the mediaeval Kingdom of Hungary was one of the largest 
and most significant states of the region. 

 
 
 

0–4 
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Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: royal power, 
serfs, nobility, etc., and correctly uses topic-related special 
vocabulary (emergency war-tax, hearth-tax, Black Army, feudal 
monarchy, royal free town, etc.). 

 
 
 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the sources 
in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Matthias was trying to contain 
the barons from the beginning of his reign, and also says that their 
relationship became rather tense by the 1470s because of the 
king’s attempts at centralisation. 
C E.g.: the candidate writes about Matthias’s sources of revenue, 
and says that the king received significant income in the form of 
the emergency war-tax and the hearth-tax, and so he could lessen 
the influence of the baronial league. 

 
 
 
 

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the political and economic causes of the 
plot against Matthias. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that even Matthias’s most faithful 
followers (János Vitéz, Janus Pannonius) turned against him, and 
says that the cause of this was the fact that Matthias made 
important decisions without consulting the feudal diet or the 
barons. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Matthias raised several people 
of humble birth (e.g. Tamás Bakócz) to high offices, and says that 
this also worsened the relationship between the baronial league 
and the king. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that against the barons the king 
could only look for support among the lesser nobility, the citizens 
of royal free towns, and the people that he had raised to their 
office, and also says that this offended the nobility personally as 
well as economically. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0–8 

Structure, clear 
language 

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

 
 

0–2 
TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

EXAM POINTS 7 
 
 
18 Sigismund of Luxembourg (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on Sigismund’s foreign policy and his 
orders which affected the church. 
The answer focuses on the king’s endeavours to put an end to 
the schism and to reinforce the power of the Pope. 
The analysis reveals the connections between the different 
actions the king took (e.g. convening the Synod of Konstanz 

0–8 
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and his call to fight Hussitism). 
The candidate uses and analyses the sources in his or her 
answer, and formulates major statements and conclusions. 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate states that Sigismund of Luxembourg reigned 
between 1387 and 1437, and besides his title as king of 
Hungary, he later became king of Bohemia and emperor of the 
Holy Roman Empire. The candidate locates Sigismund’s empire 
geographically (e.g. Bohemia, Holy Roman Empire). 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: pope, synod, 
sacraments, etc. 
C The candidate correctly uses topic-related special vocabulary: 
Hussites, Taborites, Calixtines, etc. 

0–6 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws conclusions from them. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that at the Synod of Konstanz the 
issue of the schism was solved, and says that church reforms 
failed to occur. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Calixtine faction of the 
Hussites wanted church reforms (e.g. partaking of the bread and 
the wine of the Eucharist), while the Taborites propagated more 
radical reforms. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the appearance of Hussitism 
was crucial for Sigismund in several ways (e.g. he inherited the 
throne of Bohemia, he obstructed reforms), and says that this 
also explains the fact that the monarch was seeking an 
agreement with them for a long time. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that Sigismund had to face the 
danger of the Turkish invasion, and says that the monarch only 
achieved minor successes in this fight. 

0–10 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate presents the main features of Sigismund’s 
foreign policy, and analyses the background and the results of 
his ecclesiastical policy. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Sigismund became Emperor 
of the Holy Roman Empire and that for this reason he was 
involved in almost all European conflicts. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the Hussites’ religious 
aspirations also included national and social demands (e.g. the 
use of the national language), and says that this was why the 
death of Jan Hus could trigger such a significant movement. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that Sigismund skilfully exploited 
the division between the two factions of the Hussite  movement, 
and says that the agreement between the king and the Calixtines 
also played a part in the isolation of Hussitism. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Hussites introduced new 
tactics (the cart barricade), which ensured successful defence, 
and the candidate also says that several later commanders (e.g. 
János Hunyadi) made use of a number of elements of these 
tactics. 

0–12 
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C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 

Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear and 
unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
 
19 The Rákóczi freedom fight (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on foreign relations during the Rákóczi 
freedom fight and mentions the international background of 
the defeat. 
The essay reveals major relationships by using the sources (e.g.: 
the connection between the lack of French support and the 
defeat at Nagyszombat). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events.  
C The candidate points out that the Rákóczi freedom fight 
took place between 1703 and 1711, and also mentions the 
Spanish War of Succession (1701-1714) and the geographical 
aspects of European power relations. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: freedom 
fight, battle, defeat, etc. The candidate correctly uses topic-
related special vocabulary (Kuruc, dethronement, etc.). 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the favourable international 
situation made the launching of the revolution possible, and 
also says that it was in the political (military and financial) 
interests  of France to support Rákóczi. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the importance in foreign 
affairs of the dethronement which was agreed at the Diet of 
Ónod, and that this gave Rákóczi additional scope for action 
in politics. 

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind an 
event 

S The candidate reveals the foreign relations of the Rákóczi 
freedom fight and analyses the political intentions behind 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the international situation 
essentially determined the prospects and the development of 
the freedom fight, and says that its failure was mainly due to 

0–8 
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the fact that it lacked long-term foreign support. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that Rákóczi made attempts at 
obtaining military support from some German principalities 
(e.g. the Bavarians and the Swabians), and says that the 
failure was due to the military weakness of both sides. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that there was a concrete 
agreement to support the freedom fight between the Russian 
tsar, Peter I, and Rákóczi. The candidate also says that both 
the Russian-Swedish wars and the failure of the freedom fight 
made the realisation of this alliance impossible. 

Structure, clear 
language   

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical 
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar 
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28 

 EXAM POINTS 7 
 
 
20 The development of Budapest into a metropolis (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on the development of Budapest into a 
metropolis, and in his/her analysis writes about its economic 
and social background. 
The candidate focuses on the characteristics of municipal 
development in the period of the Dual Monarchy. 
The analysis reveals the connection between population 
growth, economic and social changes and the development of 
Budapest. 
In his/her essay, the candidate writes about the process and the 
characteristics of becoming a metropolis. 
The candidate uses and analyses the sources in his or her 
answer, and formulates major statements and conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the compromise of 1867 
transformed Buda and Pest into one of the capital cities of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. The candidate says that in 1873 
the three parts (Buda, Óbuda and Pest) merged to form 
Budapest. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: city centre, 
suburb, municipal construction, infrastructure, etc. 
C The candidate uses correctly topic-related special vocabulary 
(urbanisation in the Dual Monarchy, millennium, industrial 
district, etc.). 

0–6 
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Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that besides Vienna, Budapest 
became the other capital of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 
The candidate also says that in a matter of a few decades by the 
turn of the century Budapest became one of the largest cities in 
Europe thanks to its dynamic development. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Budapest was undergoing 
systematic development by merging with neighbouring villages 
and developing new districts, and also says that these large-
scale developments were made possible by the economic boom 
Hungary experienced in the period of the Dual Monarchy. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the developments were based 
on the economy (banks, industrialisation, etc.), and also says 
that the working-class and industrial districts were 
consequences of the evolution of Capitalism. 
T E.g.: the candidate mentions that new buildings were built in 
different styles (Classicist, Secessionist, neo-Renaissance, etc.), 
and says that the Millennium festivities also accelerated the 
changes in the appearance of the city and its development as a 
metropolis. 

0–10 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the background of the development of 
Budapest into a metropolis, and mentions the political, 
economic and social motives behind the changes. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that both the co-operation and 
the rivalry between Vienna and Budapest contributed to the 
development of the latter, and says that the motive behind this 
was to increase the economic and political weight of Hungary. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the population of Budapest 
was increasing dynamically (and had almost reached 1 million 
at the outbreak of World War I), and also says that this 
demographic growth was related to the increasing political and 
economic weight of Budapest. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the economic changes 
caused significant social transformations, and also says that 
these changes defined the population of the capital, which was 
of bourgeois or working class origins. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the emerging second 
industrial revolution played a part in the rapid rate of 
development in industry, and also says that this made the 
appearance of the latest scientific and technological 
innovations in the new industrial centres possible. 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 
 

0–12 
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Structure, clear 
language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear 
and unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 
 
21 The Premiership of István Bethlen             (short) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding of 
task 

The candidate focuses on the Bethlen consolidation, and in
his/her answer writes about how social and economic
conditions could be stabilised. 
The essay reveals major relationships by using the sources (e.g.
the compromise with the Social Democrats made the 
functioning of a parliamentary system possible). 

0–4 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C E.g. the candidate mentions that István Bethlen was Prime
Minister between 1921 and 1931, and also says that the 
border changes of the Trianon Peace Treaty came into force
in this period. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate uses the following general terms: party, right 
to vote, government, parliamentary system, etc., and correctly 
uses topic-related special vocabulary (royalists, royal coup,
irredentism, revisionism, pact, national assembly, etc.). 

0–4 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from
them. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that István Bethlen reached a 
compromise with the Social Democratic Party, and also says
that by doing this he had come to an agreement with the 
major political organisation of the working class (which had a 
favourable effect on internal affairs). 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that Bethlen founded the Party
of Unity (Egységes Párt), and that in order to consolidate his
power he introduced limited suffrage. The candidate also says
that this was a necessary measure, because the governing
party had to contend with extremist movements on both the
Left and the Right or the hostile propaganda of neighbouring 
states. 

0–6 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate reveals the most significant measures which
were brought during the period of the Bethlen consolidation,
as well as their background and consequences. 

0–8 
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C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the deposition of the
House of Habsburg was inevitable after the two attempted 
royal coups, and also says that Bethlen’s initial measures
served the purpose of ensuring the survival of post-Trianon 
Hungary. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that Bethlen’s measures served
the interests of both the aristocracy and the upper middle
class, and also says that through his Conservatism the Prime
Minister intended to achieve social conciliation. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that extremism was alien to the
Prime Minister both in politics and in his personality, and 
also says that this is why he made every effort to exclude and
isolate groups he considered to be easy to influence 
politically. 

Structure, clear 
language   

The essay consists of complete sentences and has a logical
structure. There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar
mistakes. 

0–2 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 28
 EXAM POINTS 7
 
 
22 The establishment and the state organisation of the Soviet Republic in Hungary 
(Tanácsköztársaság) (long) 
 

Criteria Skills and content Points 

Understanding 
of task 

The candidate focuses on the circumstances of the 
establishment of the Soviet Republic and presents the theory 
and the practice of its exercise of power. 
In his/her essay the candidate focuses on the system of the 
Soviet Republic and the contradictions which followed from 
the new power setup. 
The analysis reveals the contradictions inherent in the 
dictatorial character of the Soviet Republic (e.g. the 
concentration of power, the authority of the proletariat, the 
discrimination of eligible voters and the attempt at 
constitutionality). 
The candidate uses and analyses the sources in his or her 
answer, and formulates major statements and conclusions. 

0–8 

Location: era 
and place 

S The candidate locates the era and the place of the events. 
C The candidate mentions that the Soviet Republic was 
established after the collapse at the end of World War I (1918) 
and the failure of the őszirózsás (October) revolution of 1918 
(October 31) in the wake of the Entente memorandum which 
demanded territorial changes. 

0–4 

Use of special 
vocabulary 

S The candidate correctly uses the general and the specific 
concepts related to the period. 
C The candidate correctly uses the following general terms: 
power share, constitution, right to vote, etc. 
C The candidate correctly uses the following topic-related 
special vocabulary: dictatorship of the proletariat, commissars, 

0–6 
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armed forces, exploiters, the Red terror, etc. 

Use of sources 

S The candidate includes the information provided by the 
sources in his or her essay and draws basic conclusions from 
them.  
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the governing body of the 
Soviet Republic was the Revolutionary Council, and says that 
it exercised its power in a dictatorial way. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the Soviet Republic called 
itself a dictatorship of the proletariat, and also says that as a 
consequence of this it divided society on the basis of social 
class. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that hundreds of edicts were 
issued during the reign of the Revolutionary Council. The 
candidate says that the Council tried to control all areas of life, 
which made people more defenceless. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the provisional 
constitution, which was based on the authority of the 
Revolutionary Council, determined the functioning of the 
Soviet Republic till the very end. The candidate says that 
according to the permanent constitution, power would also 
have been concentrated in the hands of a small group. 

0–10 

Describing the 
reasons behind 
an event 

S The candidate says that the Soviet Republic’s rise to power 
went against all democratic principles, and this remained 
characteristic of it till the end. 
C E.g.: the candidate realises that the leadership of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat was made up of a small number 
of commissars with Béla Kun as its leader. The candidate says 
that this also contributed to the fact that social acceptance of 
the system was extremely low. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that the establishment of the 
Soviet Republic was made possible by the collapse of the 
bourgeois state and faith in the future world revolution, and 
also says that under these circumstances authority could only 
be maintained through the use of dictatorial measures and 
sometimes terror. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that a significant number of 
eligible voters were barred from voting on a basis of social 
classes, and says that this measure is unacceptable from the 
point of view of democratic norms. 
C E.g.: the candidate mentions that there was also a 
discrepancy between principles and practice in that the 
programme of the Soviet Republic announced the broadening  
of the democratic rights of the working class, however, its 
provisional constitution proposed a state structure in which 
control was to be held by higher institutions. The candidate 
also says that this structure would have practically precluded 
the possibility of genuine power-sharing. 
C The candidate supports and complements his or her analysis 
with his or her own knowledge and statements. 

0–12 



 

írásbeli vizsga 0613 25 / 25 2006. február 22. 

Történelem angol nyelven — emelt szint Javítási-értékelési útmutató 

Structure and 
clear language 

The candidate’s essay consists of sentences, which are clear 
and unambiguous. 
The analysis is an organized text serving the logical discussion 
of the content. 
The candidate’s statements demonstrate accurate analytical 
skills. 
There are no grave spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes. 

0–8 

TOTAL FOR THIS TASK 48 

EXAM POINTS 16 
 

 


